SCV WATER AGENCY
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Tuesday, July 18, 2023
Meeting Begins at 6:00 PM

Members of the public may attend by the following options:

In Person

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency
Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant
Boardroom
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road
Santa Clarita, CA 91350

By Phone
Toll Free:

1-(833)-568-8864
Webinar ID: 160 089 5177

Virtually

Please join the meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone:

https://scvwa.zoomgov.com/j/1600895177

Have a Public Comment?

Members of the public unable to attend this meeting may submit comments either in writing to
ajacobs@scvwa.org or by mail to April Jacobs, Board Secretary, Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234
Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. All written comments received before 4:00 PM the day of the
meeting will be distributed to the Board members and posted on the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency website
prior to the start of the meeting. Anything received after 4:00 PM the day of the meeting will be made available
at the meeting, if practicable, and posted on the SCV Water website the following day. All correspondence with

comments, including letters or emails, will be posted in their entirety.
(Public comments take place during Item 3 of the Agenda and before each Item is considered. Please see the Agenda for details.)

This meeting will be recorded and the audio recording for all Board meetings will be posted to yourscvwater.com within 3
business days from the date of the Board meeting.

Disclaimer: Attendees should be aware that while the Agency is following all applicable requirements and guidelines regarding
COVID-19, the Agency cannot ensure the health of anyone attending a Board meeting. Attendees should therefore use their own

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency
Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road

Santa Clarita, CA 91350
(661) 297-1600

judgment with respect to protecting themselves from exposure to COVID-19.



http://www.yourscvwater.com/
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SCV

WATER

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA

RIO VISTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT
BOARDROOM
27234 BOUQUET CANYON ROAD
SANTA CLARITA, CA 91350

TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2023, AT 6:00 PM
IMPORTANT NOTICES

5:15 PM DISCOVERY ROOM OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Dinner for Directors and staff in the Discovery Room.
There will be no discussion of Agency business taking place prior to the
Call to Order at 6:00 PM.

President Martin will be participating remotely per Government Code Section 54953(e) (AB
2449) under the “Emergency Circumstances” exception if approved by the
Board at tonight’s meeting.

This meeting will be conducted in person at the address listed above. As a convenience to the
public, members of the public may also participate virtually by using the Agency’s Call-In
Number 1-(833)-568-8864, Webinar ID: 160 089 5177 or Zoom Webinar by clicking on the
link https://scvwa.zoomgov.com/j/1600895177. Any member of the public may listen to the
meeting or make comments to the Board using the call-in number or Zoom Webinar link above.
Because a Board member may be participating remotely pursuant to AB 2449, in the event
there is a disruption of service which prevents the Agency from broadcasting the meeting to
members of the public using either the call-in option or internet-based service, no action will be
taken until the disruption is resolved.

Attendees should be aware that while the Agency is following all applicable requirements and

guidelines regarding COVID-19, the Agency cannot ensure the health of anyone attending a

Board meeting. Attendees should therefore use their own judgment with respect to protecting
themselves from exposure to COVID-19.

Members of the public unable to attend this meeting may submit comments either in writing to
ajacobs@scvwa.org or by mail to April Jacobs, Board Secretary, Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. All written comments received
before 4:00 PM the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Board members and posted on
the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency website prior to the start of the meeting. Anything
received after 4:00 PM the day of the meeting, will be made available at the meeting, if
practicable, and will be posted on the SCV Water website the following day. All correspondence
with comments, including letters or emails, will be posted in their entirety.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

27234 BOUQUET CANYON ROAD « SANTA CLARITA, CALIFORNIA 91350-2173 - 661 2971600 « FAX 661 297+1611

website address: www.yourscvwater.com
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3. PUBLIC COMMENTS — Members of the public may comment as to items within the
subject matter jurisdiction of the Agency that are not on the Agenda at this time. Members
of the public wishing to comment on items covered in this Agenda may do so at the time
each item is considered. (Comments may, at the discretion of the Board’s presiding
officer, be limited to three minutes for each speaker.) Members of the public wishing to
comment on items covered in Closed Session before they are considered by the Board
must request to make comment at the commencement of the meeting at 6:00 PM.

4. * Consider and Approve a Request by President Martin to Attend the PAGE
July 18, 2023 Regular Board Meeting Remotely Due to “Emergency
Circumstances” and Approve the Agenda 7

5. CONSENT CALENDAR PAGE

51 * Approve Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Santa Clarita
Valley Water Agency’s General Manager to Apply for Funding
From the State Water Resources Control Board’s Expedited
Drinking Water Grant Program on Behalf of New Mint
Association For Distribution System Consolidation 9
52 ~ Approve (1) Adopting a Resolution of a Purchase Order to
West Yost Associates for Planning Services for the Rio Vista
Water Treatment Plant Turbidity Improvements Project and
(2) Finding that the Authorization is Not a Project Subject to
CEQA 25
53 * Approve Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the General
Manager to (1) Approve a Contract Amendment to Pacific
Hydrotech Corporation for Additional Change Orders and (2)
Execute a Purchase Order Amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for
Engineering Support During Construction for the Earl Schmidt
Filtration Plant (ESFP) Washwater Return and Sludge
Systems Project 37

6. ACTION ITEMS FOR APPROVAL PAGE

6.1 * | Approve Adopting a Resolution to Approve the Initial Study-
Mitigated Negative Declaration Under the California
Environmental Quality Act and a Purchase Order to Hazen and
Sawyer for Final Engineering Services for the S Wells PFAS
Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project 53
6.2 * | Approve a Resolution Authorizing the Approval of the
Preliminary Official Statement for Issuance of the 2023A
Revenue Bond 155
6.3 * | Approve Adopting (1) a Resolution for Construction Contract
with Fleming Environmental Inc, (2) a Purchase Order to Lee +
Ro for Engineering Services During Construction and (3) a
Purchase Order to Kennedy Jenks Consultants, Inc for
Construction Management and Inspection Services During
Construction and (4) Find the Contract Agreement Exempt
From CEQA Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, and
Alternatively, Exempt from CEQA Under CEQA Guidelines
Section 15302 303
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7. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT ON ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

8. COMMITTEE MEETING RECAP REPORT FOR INFORMATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY PAGE

81 * July 6, 2023 Engineering and Operations Committee Meeting
Recap Report 319

9. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

10. AB 1234 WRITTEN AND VERBAL REPORTS PAGE

[10.1 [ AB 1234 Reports | |

11. CLOSED SESSION
11.1  Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation.
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of
Section 54956.9: (One Case)

12. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

13. DIRECTOR REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

14.  ADJOURNMENT

*

Indicates Attachment
é Indicates Handout

Note: The Board reserves the right to discuss or take action or both on all of the above
Agenda items.

NOTICES

Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or accommodation needed
for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning April Jacobs,
Secretary to the Board of Directors, at (661) 297-1600, or in writing to Santa Clarita Valley
Water Agency at 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. Requests must
specify the nature of the disability and the type of accommodation requested. A telephone
number or other contact information should be included so that Agency staff may discuss
appropriate arrangements. Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation should make
the request with adequate time before the meeting for the Agency to provide the requested
accommodation.
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Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open
session agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72)
hours prior to the meeting will be available for public inspection at the Santa Clarita Valley
Water Agency, located at 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350, during
regular business hours. When practical, these public records will also be made available on the
Agency’s Internet Website, accessible at http://www.yourscvwater.com.

Posted on July 12, 2023.


http://www.yourscvwater.com/

ITEM NO.
4

July 10, 2023

| am requesting that | be approved by the Board to participate remotely in the Board meeting scheduled
for July 18, 2023 under the emergency circumstances provision in Section 54953(e) because of a
physical medical emergency that prevents me from participating in person.

Thank you for the consideration.

Gary rtin


tbell
4
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& WATER BOARD MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 7, 2023

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. (AL
Chief Engineer

SUBJECT: Approve Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency’s General Manager to Apply for Funding From the State Water
Resources Control Board’s Expedited Drinking Water Grant Program on
Behalf of New Mint Association For Distribution System Consolidation

SUMMARY

New Mint Association (NMA) is a California nonprofit mutual benefit corporation that receives
water from the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (Agency) from a 2-inch master meter and
distributes at cost to its shareholders, which consist of 70 homeowners. The NMA is located off
Sierra Highway at Fitch Avenue and Forrest Street in the northeast portion of the Agency’s
service area. The NMA water distribution consists of primarily 2-inch steel pipes that were
installed in the 1940s and are at risk of failure. The NMA has formally requested (by resolution)
that the Agency apply for grant funding from the State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) on its behalf to replace the distribution system and consolidate with the Agency.
Although NMA receives water from the Agency, the SWRCB has indicated that this project
would be eligible for grant funding under a new Expedited Drinking Water Grant (EDWG)
Program. The project will meet a SWRCB goal of consolidating small water systems that are not
able to comply with public health and safety standards due to lack of resources. The SWRCB
has informed the Agency that to apply for a grant from the EDWG Program on behalf of NMA,
the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of Directors must first adopt a resolution
authorizing the Agency to do so and must designate an Authorized Representative.

DISCUSSION

Project Background and Scope: The New Mint Association (NMA) is a volunteer/homeowner-
run organization whose sole purpose is to operate and maintain a water distribution system for
its shareholders. The water system was originally installed in the 1940s and consisted of a
well, tank, and distribution system to serve 70 residential lots within Tract 10847 and 12792. In
1971, NMA (formerly New Mint Water System) requested a 2-inch master meter from the
Agency (formerly Santa Clarita Water Company) and disconnected the well and tank from the
system. The tank and well are no longer in service. The existing distribution system includes
service lines to each house, with no meters; each property owner pays a flat monthly rate.
There are no fire hydrants or isolation valves in the system, so homeowners lose access to
water service when repairs are made.

The project scope will construct a new public distribution system consisting of approximately
4,000 linear feet of 8-inch ductile iron pipe within public rights of way, with associated public
fire hydrants, isolation valves, and appurtenances. The project scope will include removal of
the existing master meter and installation of individual service lines and the Agency meters to
each of the 70 NMA homeowners for direct billing by the Agency. The project scope includes
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removal and/or abandonment of existing NMA distribution lines and service lines. The
estimated cost of the project is $4,300,000 including design, construction, and facility capacity
fees.

The Agency will take ownership of the new public distribution system and meters once
construction is complete and accepted by the Agency. At that time, NMA will no longer own,
operate, or maintain the distribution system including the service lines and meters. Terms and
conditions for the consolidation and transfer of ownership will be set forth in a Water Service
Agreement with NMA prior to construction.

Grant Funding: Agency staff met previously with NMA directors on multiple occasions in
recent years to discuss the requirements needed to qualify for grant funding to cover the cost
of a new distribution system, including the option to consolidate with the Agency. The Agency
advised NMA that the Agency could only apply for grant funding on its behalf for a
consolidation if grant funding was certain to be available. However, since NMA formerly
operated as an unincorporated association (as the former New Mint Water System), and it is
not classified as a disadvantaged community under Title 22 Section 64300, the options for
grant funding were limited, based on consultations with the SWRCB.

On March 8, 2023, the SWRCB adopted guidelines for an “Expedited Drinking Water Grant
(EDWG) Program” that makes available a variety of state funding sources for drinking water
infrastructure projects, particularly for urgent projects to address water systems at risk of
failing that can be consolidated into a larger public system. The program is administered by
the Division of Financial Assistance (DFA) and intended to fast-track urgent water projects.
The Deputy Director of DFA makes the final decision as to which projects will receive grant
funding under the EDWG Program on a case-by-case basis, based on review of an
Engineering Report and certain supporting grant application documents. The SWRCB has
indicated this project would likely be eligible for grant funding to cover the entire cost of the
project, including design, construction, and capacity fees.

The SWRCB has informed the Agency that to apply for grant funds for the consolidation of
NMA with the Agency, the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of Directors must first
approve and submit a resolution to do so and must designate an Authorized Representative to
sign and file the financial assistance application. NMA has formally requested that the Agency
apply for grant funds from the SWRCB on its behalf by a resolution adopted by the NMA
Board of Directors on May 26, 2023. NMA has provided a deposit to the Agency to prepare
the engineering report as a key first step in the grant application process.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CONSIDERATIONS

Based on the project design and because the construction consists of the replacement of a

potable water system that provides water service to existing residences within the existing NMA
to meet current Agency standards and because the project is located within the same site as the

existing system, this project is found to be categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA
and the State CEQA guidelines as described below.

o The project, or the whole of the action, qualifies for a Categorical Exemption under
CEQA guidelines section 15302(c) Class 2 Replacement or Reconstruction of existing
utility facilities where the new facilities will be located on the same site as the facilities
replaced and will have substantially the same purpose as the facilities replaced.



e The project, or the whole of the action, qualifies for a Statutory Exemption under CEQA
guidelines section 15282(k) as it will install less than one (1) mile of new public water
distribution system within the same limits as the existing system.

¢ None of the exemptions listed in Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines would apply
to this action.

On July 6, 2023, the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff’s
recommendation to approve adopting a resolution authorizing the Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency’s General Manager to apply for funding from the State Water Resources Control
Board’s Expedited Drinking Water Grant Program on behalf of New Mint Association for
distribution system consolidation.

STRATEGIC PLAN NEXUS

This project helps meet the Agency’s Strategic Plan Objective E.1 — “Increase focus on forward
looking financial information” by pursuing grant funds from the SWRCB to fund consolidation of
NMA with the Agency.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

None. The project action is to pursue grant funding for consolidation of NMA with the Agency.
RECOMMENDATION

The Engineering and Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve
adopting the attached resolution authorizing the Agency’s General Manager to apply for funding
from the State Water Resources Control Board’s Expedited Drinking Water Grant Program on

behalf of New Mint Association for distribution system consolidation.

Attachment

M2
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO APPLY FOR FUNDING FROM THE
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD’S EXPEDITED DRINKING WATER
GRANT FUNDING PROGRAM ON BEHALF OF THE NEW MINT ASSOCIATION FOR
CONSOLIDATION OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

WHEREAS, New Mint Association (NMA) is a California nonprofit mutual benefit
corporation formed for the purpose to develop, own, operate, and dispose of systems to
sell distribute, supply, and deliver water at cost for its shareholders, which consist of 70
homeowners; and

WHEREAS, NMA is located within the service boundary of the Santa Clarita Valley
Water Agency (Agency) and currently receives water from the Agency from an existing
2-inch master meter; and

WHEREAS, NMA is managed by its own homeowner volunteers including billing,
payments, operation, maintenance, and repairs of the system; and

WHEREAS, NMA'’s distribution system consists of small, aging pipes that lack capacity
to provide adequate fire service or system pressure for its residents, and is subject to
frequent leaks and interruption of service to the NMA community, and is at risk of
catastrophic failure; and

WHEREAS, the cost to replace the NMA distribution system is significant, and NMA
lacks the financial resources to pay for such replacement absent some form of financial
assistance; and

WHEREAS, NMA has been communicating with the State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB) regarding possible grant funding to pay for consolidation with the
Agency including the replacement of the distribution system and installation of Agency
Water meters to each NMA homeowner; and

WHEREAS, the SWRCB has informed the Agency that it may apply for grant funds from
the Expedited Drinking Water Grant (EDWG) Funding Program on behalf of NMA to
cover the entire cost of construction to replace and upgrade the distribution system,
including installation of facility capacity fees for new meters; and

WHEREAS, the SWRCB has informed the Agency that this would be a “Distribution
System Consolidation,” which means the Agency will operate and maintain the new,
upgraded distribution system and provide direct metered service to each homeowner,
and the NMA Corporation would be dissolved and no longer own, operate, or maintain
the distribution system; and

WHEREAS, the NMA desires to consolidate with the Agency and has adopted a
resolution requesting the Agency prepare, submit, and execute a financial application on
NMA'’s behalf to the SWRCB’s EDWG Funding Program for the entire cost to
consolidate with the Agency and to construct a new distribution system with 70 new
service lines and meters, including facility capacity fees; and



WHEREAS, the SWRCB has informed the Agency that in order to apply for a grant from

the SWRCB EDWG Funding Program on behalf of NMA, the Santa Clarita Valley Water

Agency's Board of Directors must first adopt a resolution authorizing the Agency to do so
and to designate an Authorized Representative; and

WHEREAS, the Agency is applying for grant funding from the SWRCB EDWG Funding
Program for a distribution consolidation with NMA, including the cost to construct a new
distribution system with 70 new service lines and meters, including facility capacity fees;
and

WHEREAS, the project, or the whole of the action qualifies for Categorical Exemption
under CEQA guidelines section 15302(c) Class 2 Replacement or Reconstruction of
existing utility facilities where the new facilities will be located on the same site as the
facilities replaced and will have substantially the same purpose as the facilities replaced,
as shown on the attached Notice of Exemption; and

WHEREAS, the project, aka the whole of the action, also qualifies for a Statutory
Exemption under CEQA guidelines section 15282(k) as it will install less than one mile of
new water distribution piping within the same limits as the existing system.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s
Board of Directors hereby authorizes the General Manager (the “Authorized
Representative”), or designee, to prepare, execute, and file the necessary documents
and/or applications for a financing agreement from the State Water Resources Control
Board for the planning, design, and construction of the NMA Distribution Consolidation.

The General Manager, or his designee, is designated and further authorized to provide
assurances, certifications, and commitments required for the financial assistance
application, including executing a financial assistance agreement, subject to Board
approval, with the State Water Resources Control Board and any amendments or
changes thereto.

The General Manager, or his designee, is designated and further authorized to represent
the Agency in carrying out the Agency’s responsibilities under the financing agreement,
including certifying disbursement requests on behalf of the Agency and compliance with
applicable state and federal laws.



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk From: Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency
Los Angeles County 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road
12400 Imperial Highway Santa Clarita, CA 91350

Norwalk, CA 90650

To: County Clerk and Recorder
Ventura County
800 S. Victoria Ave, Location #1260
Ventura, CA 93009

Project Title: Apply for Grant Funds from the State Water Resource Control Board’s
“Expedited Drinking Water Grant Funding Program” on Behalf of the New Mint Association for
Consolidation of Distribution System

Location -- Specific: The project is located off Sierra Highway at Fitch Avenue, Forrest Street
and Louis Avenue in Santa Clarita, CA

Location -- Counties: Los Angeles County

Description of Activity:

SCV Water is applying for Grant Funds from the State’s “Expedited Drinking
Water Grant Funding Program” for Consolidation of the New Mint Association
water distribution system. The project will replace an existing potable water
distribution system to meet SCV Water standards and consolidate the New
Mint Association water system into SCV Water.

Based on the project design and because the construction consists of the
replacement of a potable water system that provides water service to existing
residences within the existing New Mint Association to meet current SCV
Water standards, and because the project is located within the same site as
the existing system, this project will be categorically exempt under the
provisions of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines as described herein. A
new NOE will be prepared when construction is approved by the SCV Water
Board of Directors.

Name of Public Agencies Approving or Carrying Out Activity: Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency (Lead Agency).

Exempt Status: (Choose Exemption Type)

LI Ministerial

[0 Declared Emergency

[0 Emergency Project

M  Categorical Exemption. See CEQA Guidelines Section 15302 (c)
M  Statutory Exemption. See CEQA Guidelines Section 15282 (k)

SCV Water Consolidation of New Mint Association Water Distribution System



Reasons why activity is exempt:

The project, aka the whole of the action, qualifies for a Categorical exemption under CEQA
guidelines section 15302 (c) Class 2 Replacement or Reconstruction of existing utility facilities
where the new facilities will be located on the same site as the facilities replaced and will have
substantially the same purpose as the facilities replaced.

The project, aka the whole of the action, qualifies for a Statutory Exemption under CEQA
guidelines section 15282 (k) as it will install less than one mile of new public water distribution
piping within the same limits as the existing system.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Brent Payne Telephone: (661) 964-3991

Signature: Title: Date:

M Signed by Lead Agency
M Signed by Applicant

Date received for filing by County Clerk:

SCV Water Consolidation of New Mint Association Water Distribution System
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ITEM NO.

‘é Scy 5.2

v WATER BOARD MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 7, 2023

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. C/“-
Chief Engineer

SUBJECT Approve (1) Adopting a Resolution of a Purchase Order to West Yost
Associates for Planning Services for the Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant
Turbidity Improvements Project and (2) Finding that the Authorization is Not
a Project Subject to CEQA

SUMMARY

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (Agency) operates two (2) surface water treatment plants,
Earl Schmidt Filtration Plant (ESFP) and Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant (RVWTP). Due to
an unprecedented combination of conditions, RVWTP (and to a lesser extent ESFP) has
experienced extended periods of high turbidity source water coming from Castaic Lake. The
extensive and long-duration high turbidity in the lake source water supply has required more
frequent and increased filter and contact clarifier washes to maintain water quality compliance
of the treated water supply. Staff issued a planning services Request for Proposal (RFP) to
evaluate the existing water treatment processes and spent backwash water system, to identify
improvements to address the high turbidity events in its source water supply. The RFP was
sent to four (4) of the Agency’s on-call consultants with surface water treatment plant design
experience. Staff received one (1) proposal. Staff is recommending approval of adopting a
resolution authorizing a purchase order to West Yost Associates for planning services for the
RVWTP Turbidity Improvements Project.

DISCUSSION

Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant (RVWTP) is one of two (2) surface water treatment plants
operated by the Agency. Due to an unprecedented combination of conditions that include (prior
to September 2022) unusually low water levels in Castaic Lake, wildfires in portions of the lake’s
watershed, and significantly greater rainfall (at times) during September 2022 and after
December 2022 have contributed to challenging source water with unusually high turbidity. The
extensive and long-duration high turbidity in the lake source water supply has required
shortened filter run cycles and more frequent clarifier and filter backwashing at both treatment
plants.

On April 3, 2023, staff issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) to several of its on-call
consultants with surface water treatment plant design experience, namely, Black & Veatch
Corporation, Kennedy Jenks Consultants, Inc, Michael K. Nunley & Associates, Inc., and West
Yost Associates for the planning services for the RVWTP Turbidity Improvements Project. On
May 3, 2023, staff received proposals from one (1) consultant, West Yost Associates. Among
other subconsultants, Kennedy /Jenks Consultants, Inc was listed in West Yost Associates
proposal. The proposal was reviewed and evaluated by staff from Engineering and Operations
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& Maintenance. The evaluation team reviewed the proposal based on a qualifications-based
selection procedure applying the following criteria: responsiveness (conformance and
compliance) to the RFP requirements, project understanding, project approach,
responsibilities (resources/capability/qualifications/availability) to perform the work, scope of
work, and schedule. Any improvements identified during this planning study can be
implemented at ESFP as needed. After the evaluation review, the evaluation team
recommends West Yost Associates for the planning services.

The planning services scope of work will include but is not limited to evaluation of existing
water treatment processes and spent backwash water system, and identification of
improvements that can improve the ability of RVWTP to respond to high turbidity events in its
source water supply. After the capital improvements are defined, then an environmental
evaluation will be performed under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CONSIDERATIONS

The approval of a purchase order to West Yost Associates for planning services for the RVWTP
Turbidity Improvements Project authorizes the preparation of feasibility and planning studies
and does not constitute an approval for the construction of the RVWTP Turbidity Improvements
Project and so is exempt from further review under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Guidelines section 15262.

On July 6, 2023 the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff's recommendation
to approve adopting a resolution of a purchase order to West Yost Associates for planning
services for the Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant Turbidity Improvements Project, and (2) finding
that the authorization is not a project subject to CEQA.

STRATEGIC PLAN NEXUS

The award of this planning contract will help meet the Agency’s objective and Strategic Plan
Objective B.1: “Plan, design and build facilities to meet demand including storage capacity and
interconnections between regional and retail water systems” and B.2: “Plan and budget for long-
term replacements and improvements.”

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The project was not initially included in the Agency’s FY 2023/24 Capital Improvements Projects
Budget. The budget for this work will be funded from another capital improvement project that is
anticipated to be under budget. The planning services would be performed on a time and
expense basis with a not-to-exceed budget of $610,000.

RECOMMENDATION

The Engineering and Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve
(1) adopting the attached resolution authorizing a purchase order to West Yost Associates for
an amount not-to-exceed of $610,000 for planning services for the RVWTP Turbidity
Improvements Project and (2) finding that approval of the proposed action is exempt from the
CEQA review, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines section 15262, because the project only
involves feasibility or planning studies for possible future actions which the Agency has not
approved, adopted, or funded.

Attachment N\[C?5
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV-XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO
WEST YOST ASSOCIATES FOR PLANNING SERVICES
FOR RIO VISTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT TURBIDITY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
AND FINDING THAT THE AUTHORIZATION IS NOT A PROJECT SUBJECT TO CEQA

WHEREAS, Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (Agency) wishes to conduct feasibility and
planning studies with regard to a potential Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant (RVWTP) Turbidity
Improvements Project, as it continues to work towards meeting its Strategic Plan Objectives
D.1: “Achieve 100% compliance with all environmental regulations and standards” and D.2:
“proactively install, operate, and maintain groundwater treatment infrastructure to avoid impacts
on water supply reliability (e.g. VOCs, perchlorate, PFAS, etc.)’; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the resolution for a purchase order to West Yost Associates for
planning services for the RVWTP Turbidity Improvements Project authorizes the preparation of
feasibility and planning studies, and does not constitute an approval for the construction of the
RVWTP turbidity improvements and so is exempt from further review under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines section 15262; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not commit the Agency to any current or future projects, and
does not entail any construction or other activity that could result in a potential physical change
to the environment; and

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2023, SCV Water issued the Request for Proposal (RFP) to four (4) of its
on-call consultants on PlanetBids for planning services for the RVWTP Turbidity Improvements
Planning Services Project; and

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2023, proposals from one (1) consultant was electronically received on the
Agency’s website page on PlanetBids pursuant to the Agency’s planning services RFP for the
RVWTP Turbidity Improvements Project; and

WHEREAS, it is in the Agency’s best interest that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board
of Directors, authorizes it's General Manager to award a purchase order to West Yost
Associates for planning services in the not-to-exceed amount of $610,000.

NOW, THREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of
Directors does hereby find and determine as follows:

SECTION 1. RECITALS. The Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s Board of Directors
finds that the resolution does not constitute an approval for the construction of the RVWTP
turbidity improvements and so is exempt from further review under CEQA Guidelines section
15262, that the administrative record has been completed in compliance with CEQA, the CEQA
Guidelines, and that the CEQA findings reflect the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s Board of
Director's independent judgment.

SECTION 2. LOCATION AND CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS. The documents and
materials associated with the project that constitute the record of proceedings on which these
findings are based can be requested from the Custodian of Record located at Santa Clarita
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Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. The Custodian of
Record is the Board Secretary April Jacobs.

RESOLVED FURTHER that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s Board of Directors authorizes

it's General Manager to issue a purchase order to West Yost Associates for planning services for
the RVWTP Turbidity Improvements Project for the not-to-exceed amount of $610,000.

M2
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ITEM NO.

‘é Scy 5.3

v WATER BOARD MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 7, 2023

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. CA
Chief Engineer

SUBJECT Approve Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the General Manager to (1)
Approve a Contract Amendment to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for
Additional Change Orders and (2) Execute a Purchase Order Amendment to
Lee+Ro, Inc. for Engineering Support During Construction for the Earl
Schmidt Filtration Plant (ESFP) Washwater Return and Sludge Systems
Project

SUMMARY

On May 23, 2022, construction of the ESFP Washwater Return and Sludge Systems (Project)
began to install improvements including new washwater return basins, sludge drying bed, and
sludge thickener tank to improve overall plant operation and reduce turbidity in the washwater
return line. During construction, several owner-initiated scope changes were requested,
namely the rehabilitation of existing sludge drying bed 1 and installation of new thickener
effluent pump station.

Staff recommends that the Engineering and Operations Committee recommend approval of
adopting a resolution authorizing the General Manager to (1) approve a contract amendment
to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for additional change orders and (2) execute a purchase
order amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for additional engineering support during construction for
the Earl Schmidt Filtration Plant (ESFP) Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project.

DISCUSSION

The Project includes installation of two (2) washwater return basins, a sludge thickener tank, a
sludge drying bed, and sludge pumps. These improvements will allow operations staff to
improve the reduction of turbidity in the washwater return line to ensure that Division of Drinking
Water Cryptosporidium Action Plan goal of returning water with less than two (2) Nephelometric
Turbidity Units (NTUs) is achieved along with improving operations and maintenance of the
sludge collection system.

On April 19, 2022, the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of Directors adopted
Resolution No. SCV-272, awarding a construction contract to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for
the Project in the amount of $17,526,700. Consistent with the Agency’s Purchasing Policy
approved in December 2019, the General Manager’s change order authority is equal to four
percent (4%) of the original contract amount.
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During construction, the Project incurred several change orders, mostly as a result of owner-
initiated increases in scope including rehabilitation of an existing sludge drying bed and
installation of a new thickener effluent pump station near the existing sludge thickener tanks and
drying beds. The total approved change order amount fell within the four percent (4%) range of
the General Manager’s change order authority limit. This primarily includes procurement of
equipment and materials with expected long lead times.

Additional change orders in the amount of $716,639.98 have been received from the contractor
for extra work that is required to complete the Project. Staff and the construction manager
verified the change orders for accuracy and negotiated with the contractor to ensure fair pricing
was applied to each change order request. The additional change order amount exceeds the
four percent (4%) authority limit; therefore, requires Board approval for the General Manager to
authorize the additional change orders.

On April 19, 2022, the Santa Clarity Valley Water Agency Board of Directors approved a work
authorization to Lee+Ro, Inc., in the amount not-to-exceed of $660,000 for engineering services
during construction for the ESFP Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project. A work
authorization amendment in the additional amount of $60,098 was issued to Lee+Ro, Inc.
increasing the work authorization to an amount not-to-exceed of $720,098. This action was
within the General Manager’s authority to approve work authorizations up to ten percent (10%)
of the amount approved by the Board. Approval for an additional work authorization amendment
in the amount of $125,000 is being requested from the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s
Board of Directors for additional engineering services during construction for the Project.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CONSIDERATIONS

As the Board determined on April 19, 2022, the Project which remains unchanged but for
rehabilitation of an existing sludge drying bed 1 and new thickener effluent pump station near
the existing sludge thickener tanks and drying beds, is a minor alteration limited to construction
within the Agency’s existing facility property. Construction and operation of this project is found
to be categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA and the State Guidelines as described
below:

e The Project qualifies for an exemption under CEQA guidelines section 15301 Class 1
Minor Alterations to Existing Facilities because it is a minor alteration of an existing
public facility and it concerns proposed new mechanical equipment involving negligible
or no expansion of use, i.e.- no additional extraction of water, beyond that existing at the
time of the lead agency’s determination.

o The Project also qualifies for an exemption under CEQA guidelines section 15303 Class
3 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures because the project construction
is limited to construction within Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s existing facility
property.

¢ None of the exceptions listed in Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines would apply to
the action.

On July 6, 2023, the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff’s
recommendation to approve adopting a resolution authorizing the General Manager to (1)
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approve a contract amendment to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for additional change orders
and (2) execute a purchase order amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for engineering support during
construction for the Earl Schmidt Filtration Plant (ESFP) Washwater Return and Sludge
Systems Project.

STRATEGIC PLAN NEXUS

The Project helps meet SCV Water’s Strategic Plan Objective B.1.1.7: “Complete design and
initiate construction of the Earl Schmidt Sludge Collection System Project”.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Funding for the ESFP Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project is included in the
Agency’s FY2023/24 Capital Improvement Budget. The CIP Budget includes $8,510,000 for the
completion of the ESFP Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project.

RECOMMENDATION

The Engineering and Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve
adopting the attached resolution authorizing the General Manager to (1) approve a contract
amendment to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for additional change orders in the amount of
$716,639.98 and (2) execute a purchase order amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for addition
engineering services during construction in the not-to-exceed amount of $125,000 for the ESFP
Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project.

Attachment

M2
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV-XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT TO
PACIFIC HYDROTECH CORPORATION AND A
PURCHASE ORDER AMENDMENT TO LEE+RO, INC FOR THE
EARL SCHMIDT FILTRATION PLANT WASHWATER RETURN AND
SLUDGE SYSTEMS PROJECT

WHEREAS, on April 19, 2022, Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (Agency) Board of Directors
approved a resolution for a construction contract with Pacific Hydrotech Corporation and a
purchase order to Lee+Ro, Inc. for engineering services during construction for the Earl Schmidt
Filtration Plant Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project (Project), as it continues to work
towards meeting the Agency’s Strategic Plan Objective B.1.1.7: “Complete design and initiate
construction of the Earl Schmidt Sludge Collection System Project”; and

WHEREAS, as the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of Directors determined on April
19, 2022 that the Project, which remains unchanged but for including rehabilitation of an existing
sludge drying bed 1 and new thickener effluent pump station near the existing sludge thickener
tanks and drying beds, was determined to be a minor alteration limited to construction within the
Agency’s existing facility property and categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA and
the State CEQA Guidelines described below:

e The Project qualifies for an exemption under CEQA Guidelines section 15301 Class 1
Minor Alterations to Existing Facilities because it is a minor alteration of an existing
public facility and it concerns proposed new mechanical equipment involving negligible
or no expansion of use, i.e. no additional extraction of water, beyond that existing at the
time of the lead agency’s determination.

e The Project also qualifies for an exemption under CEQA Guidelines section 15303 Class
3 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures because the project construction
is limited to construction within the Agency’s existing facility property.

¢ None of the exemptions listed in Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines would apply
to the action.

WHEREAS, it is in the Agency’s best interest that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board
of Directors, on behalf of the Agency, authorizes it's General Manager to issue a contract
amendment to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation for additional change orders in the not-to-exceed
amount of $716,639.98 and execute a purchase order amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for additional
engineering services during construction in the not-to-exceed amount of $125,000 for the Earl
Schmidt Filtration Plant Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project.

NOW, THREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Water Agency
Board of Directors does hereby find and determine as follows:

SECTION 1. LOCATION AND CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS. The documents and
materials associated with the project that constitute the record of proceedings on which these
findings are based can be requested from the Custodian of Record located at Santa Clarita
Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. The Custodian of
Record is the Board Secretary April Jacobs.
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RESOLVED FURTHER that the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Board of Directors
authorizes its General Manager to issue a contract amendment to Pacific Hydrotech
Corporation for additional change orders in the not-to-exceed amount of $716,639.98 and
execute a purchase order amendment to Lee+Ro, Inc. for additional engineering services during
construction in the not-to-exceed amount of $125,000 for the Earl Schmidt Filtration Plant
Washwater Return and Sludge Systems Project.

42



sul}aaw p.Jeog

SWaISAS 98pN|S pue Uuinlay J9jemysem
jue]d uoljedijl{ jptuyos jJieg




oHosaL

4
Om WOO ¥ILVMAISHNOA

JUE)d UOIIRINLS IPIWLYDS e

% kA
=\ Vel
jue|duoneil|s
@ 1p1wyasyie3
" ,..,. - ,%h
v

/
¢ 107 Bunjied 13
&) 6uiysi4 INOH-H

*
N
dew uoL1ed07

109[01d SWalsAg aSpn)s pue uinlay Jajemysem d4S3



HYd LIS TIVHIAO0 TYHINTD

T

SNALSAS FDONTS 0NV NENLIY HILYMHSYM d453

¢
Om WOO ¥ILVMAISHNOA

suoljedLjlpouwl
auladid pue
Jeolueydaw ‘JedLi}dale
UO SULYJOM SL 103DeIIUO)

9.1N12NJ3S MO0]419A0
pue ¢ pag sulhig aspn|S

‘v pue ¢ sulseg YMM J0
uona)dwod jerauelsqng

€707 Aew
UL 9J1AJI9S 0} paulnlay

"CC0{ 19qUISAON Ul d4S7
JO umopinys pauueld

109[04d SWalsAg aSpn)S pue uinlay Jajemysem d4S3

q._i_.v

~
a3e uz_,_.mn
w.u....s._m qw_

» Rim TH
z.ﬂ{w

Dwings .

E TR TE ] %,

.-J.r-..rr

I
..Jlr-.ur-_

g T TRERETEY

D
WHLNGD
ABOLy et (3

P
MOy LN AP0 3E T30

]
e E ]

>>m_>hm>0 323[0.14



NYd 3US

b
OM WOO ¥ILVMAISHNOA

BNALEAR ADONTE ONV NHMLIH HALVMHEYM d083

SOUE &
Iy 23U 0NN S TIRLES O B WmE B LTD B

B AL (NI O

FE=0 R0 N ¢ Wldl S MOES R
Luig? el 1106 30 Tiest MOUOGR00 Do TS

jue)d Surdwngd =
1esyua) ayy ut sdwnd
POZLISI9A0 (§) 934y] pue
| pag sulliqg aspn)s 1e
sdwnd jjews AjaALjeial
(7) OM] SoAOWIDY

surdwnd a1gnop o)
pP99U adnpaJ 0] uolyels

dwnd pue ))oM 19M
JUSN)JJD JSUSNILYY MON

S19p.JQ 98uey) uolL}dNIIsuo)
109[01d SWalSAS 96pn|S pue uinlay J91emysem d44S3




£ 0 VE HavHiwdyd D0ZZ0 NOLLD3S .
3305 134 HI0H 0IHSNLD 38 SHoNEVS () awowzwo: )
TIVHE TIEXOYE Ony SIS 3dld 1 M3IA \g8/ M3IA X,

SNIVHO .+ M3IN

107 30 2AL NIvEa MEN
T .
| 1 ¥
f

‘310N

(G TR LT e T [EH]
NIFED o+ M3 Wwon =ms
WIVHO ¥ MIN

L ALOM 335

G
0” WOD ¥ILVMADSHNOA

| AL0ON 335

g1 ATUIN0D
FuOLET NOWFTIFLEN]
HALAY MOWSTITLS™E 341
#id |95 LElE3 1nomes

L DN NIEYE
wifi SHILERT
Gl NIFEd F M3

MIFL ONLEIED CA3D

MI¥E0 b W3M L \\
HIFdd SHUSEKE L03NNDD
aNy SYD IACHEN —

d¥D ONY N3

(oL ol g oM 51T
NIFED L F MIN

GF=0 03 9M3 335 CL 0N
NISYS H¥M ONLSIHT OL

(AAL) 1IE Wy 335 'MOLLYHLING Fdid
FOUGEFL MOL OMUSHT

JajawiplgJny yoes je saul)
ulrelp pa1da})a UOLILAD)
21N10NJIS MO)JISA0 SuISIey

ez

SHONEIVIE

M3IA
Tor 40 dALl NivHd OWEa

e ALIHINCD HLIW TI0H
MOWERUINTS DHILEINT
amd auM¥ 3dld ONY
33T
Tww Incedy

HITdD SHLLERE 0W3ad

MOILSH1383d

OR'LZFEL AN

OB L2+ ANI
a .

—FIEZ¥L 24
|

M3 335 NOLDINNGD 0 LNKD
(0L 40 <AL :EIINOIEENL (3)

(N EEIRE] BONE3LTS LON &34 ECEETRE] #ON 534 EONH®3LTS CONE3LIE

FON H3Lm4

S19p.JQ 98uUey) Uol}dN.IIsuo)
109[0.1d SWa)SAS a8pn|S pue uinlay Jajemysem d44S3




9
R WOO'¥ILVMAISHNOA

10e4U09 |eulblO JO % Buipaadxe Junowe ue 1o} [eacsdde J0joalIq Jo pieog salinbay |, |

00°00.°928°81 $ Junowy j3abpng pasinay
%L 00°000°00€" | $ Junowy JapiQ abuey) 108(oid [ejo |
LLY'VOT'T S
saguey) paieliu| Jazep ADS _ 86°6£9°0L. LJunouwy JapiQ abueyy jeuonippy
c7CicET g %EY L 00°000°'0SZ $ (Aouabunuo) ainin4) snosue||@osIN
saguey) paleniu] Hd _ %EO’} 00000081 $ | peg Buikig eBpn|g wouj [los esodsiq / podx3
- %¥9L 86'6£9'98Z
$19pJ0 23uel) $ uolje)s dwnd jualy3 Jeuayly] Joj juswdinb3 pue JogeT
%Ee"e 20°09€°€8S $ Auoyny Jabeuey [e1audn) Japun pasoiddy junowy
%92°0 00°000°GY $ adig ulesq Jeyawipiaun |
%980 G0'€8E‘LSGI $ uone)s dwind jusl|jy3 Jousyoly | Joj }IoM Joesuoogns
%1Z'Z 16°9/6'98¢€ $ uonels dund i3 Jauaydly| Joj aseyoind |eusien
Junowy JaplQ abueyn uonduosaq Japlo abueysn

10B1UOD JO JUBDISd

00°002°92S°Z1 $ JUNOWY 10BUOYD UOIONJISUO) [euIblO
uonelodion yoajoipAH oyioed

S19p.JQ 98uUey) Uol}dNIIsuo)
109[0.1d SWa)SAS a8pn|S pue uinlay Jajemysem d44S3




/
Om WOD ¥ILVMADSHNOA

00°860°S¥8 $ junowyy }9e13U0) PasIASY

00°000°Gel $ paisanbay SeoALI8S |euonippy

00'860'02Z $ junowy JapJiQ aseyaind [e1o |
00'8¥71°601 $ suolezuoyIny YI0\\ [euolippy paroiddy
00056019 $ Junowy 10e.43U0) [eubLQ
00°000°92. $ junowy ped9x3-0}-]J0N pazuLoyiny wnwixelp [ejo 1
0000099 $ 9oUBMO[|Y 9DIAISS [BUORIPPY %01L
00°000°099 $ Junowy paaox3-0}-JoN paroiddy pieog [eulblLQ

uoioNnJIsSu0y bulng seainies bulissulbug

ou| ‘oy+997

uoL1DNJIISUO0) suULIN@ SOJIAISS Sullaaulsu] jeuolllppy
109[0.1d SWa)SAS a8pn|S pue uinlay Jajemysem d44S3




8
Om WOO ¥ILVMAISHNOA

* . 103[0ud swa3lsAS uoL}1Da)10) aBpNIS IPLWIYDS J4e] 9Y3 JO UoLIdNJIISUOD ajelllul
pue usisap 9319)dwo),, :£°} "} g 9A13I3[qQ ue|ld d183je1IS pue 3ALIIS[QQ S,I9IeM ADS«

70T ‘81 YdJew :93eQ uol}ajdwo) pasiAsy
sAeq 051 :(sAeq Jepuaje)) paiysanbay sAeq jeuonlippy

€707 ‘S| 19qWSAON :31eq uonya1dwo) jeulsLQ
sAeq ovS :(sAeq Jepuaje)) awl] 10eJ43U0) JRULSLIO

2207 ‘€T few :p9920.d 0] 92110N

9|nNpayds 323fo.ud paiysnipy
109[0.1d SWalSAS a8pn|S pue u.inlay Jajemysem 443




6
Om WOO ¥ILVMAISHNOA

'000°GZLS
JO Junowe pasadxa-03-J0U 3Y3 Ul UOLIONJIISUOD SULINP SOILAISS SULI99ULBUD

Jeuolllppe Joj 2u| ‘0y+337 01 Juswpuawe Japio aseydund e a3ndax3 (7)

pue {86°6£9‘91 /S JO Junowe aYj Ul SI9pJ0 S5ueyd jeuolilppe
10} uoljelod.io) ysajoapAH dLjloed 01 Juswpuawe 1oeajuod e aAouddy ()

151032311 JO pJeog
3y3 1ey3 Spuswwodal 3333lwwo’) suonjesado pue Sulisauisugy ay

uoljepusawiwoday 31daloud
1039[01d swalsAg a8pn|S pue uinlay JajemMysep d4S3




[This page intentionally left blank.]

52



é’ Sﬂl ITE(I;/II1NO.

WATER BOARD MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 8, 2023

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. CM—
Chief Engineer

SUBJECT: Approve Adopting a Resolution to Approve the Initial Study-Mitigated Negative
Declaration Under the California Environmental Quality Act and a Purchase
Order to Hazen and Sawyer for Final Engineering Services for the S Wells
PFAS Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project

SUMMARY

Existing Wells S6, S7, and S8 are shut down due to the presence of Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl
Substances (PFAS). SCV Water is planning to construct PFAS groundwater treatment
improvements for the existing S6, S7, S8, and future S9 Wells, and a new disinfection facility
in the Bridgeport community of the City of Santa Clarita. Staff is recommending approval of a
resolution adopting the Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration under the California
Environmental Quality Act and authorization of a purchase order to Hazen and Sawyer for
final design services for the S Wells PFAS Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project
(Project).

DISCUSSION

SCV Water operates the existing S6, S7, and S8 Wells located along the north side of the Santa
Clara River within the Bridgeport community, between McBean Parkway and Parkwood Lane.
The three (3) wells are permitted to produce up to a total of 6,000 gallons per minute of potable
water that is distributed to our Valencia Division service area. The wells were taken offline due
to the detection of PFAS that exceeded the state’s response levels.

SCV Water intends to construct a PFAS groundwater treatment facility that will restore the use
of the S6, S7 and S8 Wells and reduce our dependency on costly imported water. The proposed
facility will be designed to accommodate a new groundwater well (S9) that may be constructed
as a future project. It is anticipated that the new S9 Well will produce up to an additional 1,000
gallons per minute of potable water that will also be filtered through the PFAS treatment system
before distribution to our customers.

SCV Water assessed several locations along the Santa Clara River for the future well and
treatment facility site. The location near Bridgeport Park was selected due to its close
proximity to the existing S Wells and existing water distribution pipeline. The site is outside of
any environmentally sensitive areas and not immediately adjacent to residential areas. A site
analysis and Preliminary Engineering and Landscape Design Report (attached as Attachment
1 and 2) were prepared for the proposed facility and will be used as a basis of design for final
engineering and landscape design.

Components of the proposed groundwater treatment and disinfection facility would include up to

eight (8) ion-exchange vessels, control panels, a pre-filter station, a one-story chloramine
disinfection building, yard piping, and appurtenances. The disinfection building would consist of
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a liquid ammonium sulfate room and a sodium hypochlorite generation room. Provisions will be
provided at the site for a future S9 Well, but it will not be constructed at this time.

The Project will require the installation of four (4) major offsite pipelines. The first pipeline
consists of a new drainage pipeline connection between the proposed treatment facility and an
existing 30-inch drainage outlet pipeline. The second pipeline will consist of a waterline that will
extend from the new treatment facility north, through Bridgeport Park, to an interconnection with
SCV Water’s existing distribution system at Newhall Ranch Road. The third pipeline will consist
of a new waterline from the new treatment facility to the existing S8 Well which will convey raw
water flows from the S6, S7, and S8 Wells to the new treatment facility. The fourth pipeline will
consist of a new S8 Well drainage discharge pipe that will be installed along the southern half of
the existing Santa Clara River Trail. Disturbed vegetation and hardscape along all new offsite
pipelines will be restored to the existing condition or better upon completion of construction.

In addition, the Project will require pump upsizing and electrical panel upgrades at each of the
existing S6, S7, and S8 Wells. Separately, street median and curb improvements may be
required at two (2) roundabouts located at the intersection of Parkwood Lane/Bridgeport Lane
and Bayside Lane/Bridgeport Lane to accommodate periodic site access by large trucks during
construction and various midsize delivery trucks and semitrucks during operation.

The facility will be enclosed with an up to 15-foot-high decorative wall and architectural paneling
to screen the treatment vessels and improvements. The site walls will be set back from the
Bridgeport Lane Right-of-Way and the northerly edge of the existing bike trail to provide
adequate buffer for trees, shrubs and landscaping elements that will provide an aesthetically
pleasing fagade intended to blend in with the surrounding environment. Vehicular access to the
site would be provided by two (2) 30-foot-wide driveways with motorized gates along Bridgeport
Lane.

On December 19, 2022, Request for Proposals (RFP) for final design were sent to nine (9)
Agency on-call engineering firms based on their qualifications and experience. Three (3) firms
submitted fee proposals in response to the RFP.

A selection committee reviewed the proposals and assigned a score based on the following
criteria: project approach, qualifications, project team, and schedule. Based on the final
proposal scoring, staff recommend Hazen and Sawyer be awarded the purchase order to
prepare the final design for the S Wells PFAS Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project.
Hazen and Sawyer is well-qualified with recent and relevant experience working for SCV Water,
including preliminary and final engineering design of similar PFAS facilities.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

SCV Water staff held two public engagement meetings. On August 31, 2022, SCV Water staff
and consultants held a public engagement meeting at Bridgeport Elementary School. A virtual
follow-up meeting was held on November 2, 2022. Community participants were invited to
submit questions and comments after they were presented with general project information,
visualization material of the proposed project, and preliminary landscape design approaches.
SCV Water staff intend to incorporate community participants’ input into the final design.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT CONSIDERATIONS

With the assistance of Rincon Consultants, an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
(IS/MND) and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) were prepared for the
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Project in accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and the State CEQA Guidelines.

The IS/MND and MMRP were prepared to identify potentially significant impacts on the
environment which would result from the Project and concluded that these impacts can be
avoided or reduced to a level of insignificance with adoption and implementation of the
mitigation measures outlined in the MMRP. Environmental factors that require mitigation
measures to reduce impacts to less than significant include biological resources, cultural
resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality,
land use and planning, noise, transportation, tribal cultural resources, wildfire, and mandatory
findings of significance.

Additional environmental compliance reports, including documents in accordance with NEPA,
will be prepared as needed for future grant funding opportunities.

CEQA PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS

On November 18, 2022, SCV Water circulated a Notice of Intent (NOI), provided notice in the
Signal, and released the draft IS/IMND in compliance with CEQA requirements for a 32-day
review and comment period by the public and reviewing agencies. The review period ended on
December 19, 2022.

Comment letters were received from the California Department of Transportation, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), State Water Resources Control Board, Santa Clarita
Organization for Planning and the Environment (SCOPE), and Friends of the Santa Clara River,
to which responses have been provided in the Final MND as Response Letters Nos. 1 through
5. Emails were also received from two (2) community members and responses to the emails
were provided in the Final MND as Response Letters No. 6 and 7. The Response to Comments
are enclosed as Attachment 3.

FINAL CEQA DOCUMENTS FOR BOARD APPROVAL

The State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations (“CCR”) Section 15074, Public
Resources Code Section 21092) require public agencies to review and consider an Initial Study,
a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and comments received during the public review period
prior to the adoption of the MND. Adoption of the Final MND is dependent on the finding by the
156 Board that, based on the whole record before it, there is no substantial evidence, with the
mitigation measures required by the MND, that the proposed project will have a significant
impact on the environment, and that the MND reflects the Lead Agency’s independent judgment
and analysis. The S Wells Treatment Facility Project Final MND, MMRP, and response letters
can be found at https://www.yourscvwater.com/pfas/treatment-facilities/swells under the section
titled “Project Documents”.

Additionally, the State CEQA guidelines (CCR, sec 15097) require public agencies adopting an
IS/IMND to adopt a program for monitoring or reporting to ensure that mitigation measures in the
IS/MND are implemented to mitigate or avoid potentially significant environmental impacts. The
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program is incorporated into the Final MND which can be
found at https://www.yourscvwater.com/pfas/treatment-facilities/swells under the section titled
“Project Documents”.

All the above documentation, including other materials that constitute the record of proceedings
upon which the Lead Agency decision is based, can be requested from the Custodian of Record
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located at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA
91350. The Custodian of Record is the Board Secretary April Jacobs.

On May 4, 2023, the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff’s
recommendation to approve adopting a resolution to approve the Initial Study-Mitigated
Negative Declaration under the California Environmental Quality Act and a purchase order to
Hazen and Sawyer for final engineering services for the S Wells PFAS Treatment and
Disinfection Facility Project.

STRATEGIC PLAN NEXUS

The Project helps meet SCV Water’s objective and Strategic Plan Objective D.2: “Proactively
install, operate, and maintain groundwater treatment infrastructure to avoid impacts on water
supply reliability (e.g. VOCs, perchlorate, PFAS, etc.).”

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The final engineering design services will be completed on a time and expense basis for an
amount of $1,425,505. A design budget of $2,000,000 has been allocated in the FY 2023/24
Capital Improvements Budget.

The cost to construct the S Wells PFAS and Disinfection Facility Project is estimated to be $15
million. Funds for the construction of the project will be allocated in the FY 2024/25 and 2025/26
CIP Budget. The project will be funded by bond proceeds (debt funding).

Staff is currently pursuing up to $5 million in grant funding from the Bureau of Reclamation
through their FY 2023 WaterSMART Drought Response Program. Staff will continue to pursue
additional grant funding opportunities as they become available.

RECOMMENDATION

The Engineering and Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve
adopting the attached resolution (Attachment 4) approving the S Well PFAS Groundwater
Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project’s Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (State
Clearinghouse [SCH] No. 2022110376), Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and
authorize a purchase order to Hazen and Sawyer Consultants for an amount not to exceed
$1,425,505 for final design engineering services for the S Well PFAS Treatment and
Disinfection Facility Project.

Attachments

M2
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