
 

To participate in public comment from your computer, tablet, or smartphone:  
When the Board President announces the agenda item you wish to speak on, click the “raise hand”  

feature in Zoom*. You will be notified when it is your turn to speak.  

To participate in public comment via phone: 
When the Board President announces the agenda item you wish to speak on, dial *9 to raise your hand. 
Phone participants will be called on by the LAST TWO digits of their phone number. When it is your turn  

to speak, dial *6 to unmute. When you are finished with your public comment dial *6 to mute.  

Can’t attend? If you wish to still have your comments/concerns addressed by the Board of Directors, all  
written public comments can be submitted by 4:30 PM the day of the meeting by either e-mail or mail.**  

Please send all written comments to the Board Secretary. Refer to the Board Agenda for more information.  

SCV WATER AGENCY  
TELECONFERENCE  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

*For more information on how to use Zoom go to support.zoom.us or for “raise hand” feature instructions, visit
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129-Raise-Hand-In-Webinar

**All written comments received after 4:30 PM the day of the meeting will be posted to yourscvwater.com the next day. Public 
comments can also be heard the night of the meeting. 

Disclaimer: Pursuant to the Executive Order N-29-20 issued by Governor Newsom, public may not attend meetings in person. 
Public may use the above methods to attend and participate in the public board meetings. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2021 
START TIME: 6:30 PM (PST)

Listen in Toll Free by Phone  
+1-(833)-568-8864 

Webinar ID: 161 123 3700 
-OR- 

Join the Board meeting from your       
computer, tablet or smartphone:  

https://scvwa.zoomgov.com/j/1611233700 
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SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 
RIO VISTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT  

27234 BOUQUET CANYON ROAD 
SANTA CLARITA, CA  91350 

TELECONFERENCE ONLY 
NO PHYSICAL LOCATION FOR MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2021 AT 6:30 PM 

TELECONFERENCING NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 issued by  
Governor Gavin Newsom on March 17, 2020, any Director  
may call into an Agency Board meeting using the Agency’s 

Call-In Number 1-(833)-568-8864, Webinar ID: 161 123 3700 
or Zoom Webinar by clicking on the link https://scvwa.zoomgov.com/j/1611233700 

without otherwise complying with the Brown Act’s teleconferencing requirements. 

Pursuant to the above Executive Order, the public may not attend the meeting in person. Any 
member of the public may listen to the meeting or make comments to the Board using the call-in 

number or Zoom Webinar link above. Please see the notice below if you have a disability and 
require an accommodation in order to participate in the meeting.  

We request that the public submit any comments in writing if practicable, which can be sent to 
ajacobs@scvwa.org or mailed to April Jacobs, Board Secretary, Santa Clarita Valley Water 

Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. All written comments received 
before 4:30 PM the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Board members and posted on 

the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency website prior to the start of the meeting. Anything 
received after 4:30 PM the day of the meeting will be posted on the  

SCV Water website the following day.    

OPEN SESSION BEGINS AT 6:30 PM 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Members of the public may comment as to items not on the
Agenda at this time. Members of the public wishing to comment on items covered in
this Agenda may do so now or at the time each item is considered. (Comments may, at
the discretion of the Board’s presiding officer, be limited to three minutes for each
speaker.) Members of the public wishing to comment on items covered in Closed
Session before they are considered by the Board must request to make comment at
the commencement of the meeting at 6:30 PM.
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4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

5. CONSENT CALENDAR   PAGE 

5.1   * Approve Minutes of the May 4, 2021 Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency Regular Board of Directors Meeting 7 

5.2   * Approve a Resolution Adopting the Appropriation of All As-Yet 
Unappropriated Funds for FY 2020/21  11 

5.3   * Approve a Resolution Adopting the Appropriation Limit for FY 
2021/22  15 

5.4   * Approve Receiving and Filing of March 2021 Monthly Financial 
Report – https://yourscvwater.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/Check-Register-March-2021.pdf 21 

5.5   * Approve a Resolution Placing in Nomination William Cooper as 
a Member of the Association of California Water Agencies 
Region 8 Board 73 

6. ACTION ITEMS FOR APPROVAL   PAGE 

6.1   * Approve a Resolution Adopting the Addendum to the Final 
Supplemental Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Under the California Environmental Quality Act for the South 
End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) Project 83 

6.2   * Approve a Resolution Adopting the Addendum to the 
Previously Certified 2005 Final Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the Honby Pipeline Project 221 

6.3   * Approve a Proposed Employee Salary Adjustment for FY 
2021/22 355 

6.4   * Approve of an Agency Policy to Comply with SB95 – COVID-
19 Supplemental Paid Sick and Emergency Administrative 
Leave Policy 361 

6.5   * Approve a Resolution Adopting the FY 2021/22 and FY 
2022/23 Biennial Budget 371 

7. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT ON ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

8. COMMITTEE MEETING RECAP REPORTS FOR INFORMATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY   PAGE 

8.1   * May 6, 2021 Engineering and Operations Committee Meeting 
Report  623 

8.2   * May 12, 2021 Water Resources and Watershed Committee 
Meeting Report 629 

8.3   * May 17, 2021 Finance and Administration Committee 
Meeting Report 635 

8.4   * May 20, 2021 Public Outreach and Legislation Committee 
Meeting Report 641 
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9. WRITTEN REPORTS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY PAGE 

9.1   * Engineering Services Section Report 645 
9.2   * Finance, Administration and Information Technology Section 

Report 653 
9.3   * Treatment, Distribution, Operations and Maintenance Section 

Report 657 
9.4   * Water Resources and Outreach Section Report 667 
9.5   * Committee Planning Calendars 675 

10. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

11. AB 1234 WRITTEN AND VERBAL REPORTS   PAGE 

11.1* May 3, 2021 ACWA Federal Affairs Committee Meeting – 
Vice President Gladbach 699 

11.2* May 5, 2021 ACWA Region 8 Membership Meeting – 
President Martin, Vice President Gladbach and Director 
Cooper  703 

11.3* May 7, 2021 NWRA Federal Affairs Committee Meeting – 
Vice President Gladbach 707 

11.4* May 11, 2021 Delta Conveyance Design and Construction 
Authority One-on-One Meeting with Graham Bradner – 
President Martin 711 

11.5* May 12-13, 2021 ACWA 2021 Virtual Spring Conference – 
President Martin, Vice President Gladbach and Directors 
Armitage, Atkins, Braunstein, Cooper, Ford, Kelly and 
Plambeck    713 

11.6* May 14, 2021 Delta Conveyance Design and Construction 
Authority Board Prep Meeting and May 20, 2021 Delta 
Conveyance Design and Construction Authority Regular Board 
Meeting – President Martin   723 

11.7 May 18, 2021 VIA “Active Shooter Awareness II” – Director 
Atkins  

11.8 Other AB 1234 Reports 

12. DIRECTOR REPORTS

13. CLOSED SESSION – SEPARATE DIAL-IN PHONE NUMBER WILL BE PROVIDED TO
THE BOARD AND APPROPRIATE STAFF

13.1 Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation – Significant 
Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9, Claim of Carlos Ajtun Against Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency, Claim for Personal Injury and Property Damage, Date of Claim May 
11, 2021 

13.2 Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation – Significant 
Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9, Application for Leave to Present Late Government Claim of 
Boucher LLP on Behalf of Multiple Claimants, Dated May 6, 2021 
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13.      CLOSED SESSION – SEPARATE DIAL-IN PHONE NUMBER WILL BE PROVIDED TO  
THE BOARD AND APPROPRIATE STAFF (CONT.) 
 
13.3 Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation – Paragraph (1) of 

Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9, Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency v. Whittaker Corporation and American International Specialty 
Insurance Company, JAMS Ref. No. 120067216 

  
13.4 Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation – Paragraph (1) of 

Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9, Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency v. Whittaker Corporation, Case No:  2:18-cv-6825 SB (RAOx) 

 
OPEN SESSION CONTINUES WITH THE PHONE NUMBER LISTED 

ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THIS AGENDA 
 

14. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

15. DIRECTOR REQUESTS FOR APPROVAL FOR EVENT ATTENDANCE 
 

16. DIRECTOR REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

17. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

*    Indicates Attachment 
   Indicates Handout 

 
 
Note:  The Board reserves the right to discuss or take action or both on all of the above 
Agenda items. 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or accommodation needed for 
that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning April Jacobs, Secretary to 
the Board of Directors, at (661) 297-1600, or in writing to Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency at 27234 
Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. Requests must specify the nature of the disability 
and the type of accommodation requested. A telephone number or other contact information should 
be included so that Agency staff may discuss appropriate arrangements. Persons requesting a 
disability-related accommodation should make the request with adequate time before the meeting for 
the Agency to provide the requested accommodation. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open 
session agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours 
prior to the meeting will be available for public inspection at the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 
located at 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350, during regular business hours. 
When practical, these public records will also be made available on the Agency’s Internet Website, 
accessible at http://www.yourscvwater.com.  
 
Posted on May 26, 2021.  
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – May 4, 2021 
              
      
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
via teleconference at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 4, 2021. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the 
Minute Book of the Agency preceding these minutes. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, B. J. Atkins, Beth Braunstein, Ed Colley, William 

Cooper, Jeff Ford, Jerry Gladbach, R. J. Kelly, Gary Martin, Dan 
Mortensen, Piotr Orzechowski and Lynne Plambeck via 
teleconference. 

 
DIRECTORS ABSENT:   None.  
   
Also present via teleconference: General Manager Matthew Stone, General Counsels Tom 
Bunn and Joe Byrne, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, 
Chief Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer Eric Campbell, Chief 
Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Director of Finance and Administration Rochelle 
Patterson, Director of Tech Services Cris Perez, Director of Water Resources Dirk Marks, 
Controller Amy Aguer, Communications Manager Kathie Martin, GIS Manager Jose Huerta, 
Principal Engineers Brent Payne and Jason Yim, Senior Engineer Shadi Bader, Associate 
Engineer Elizabeth Sobczak, Senior Management Analyst Kim Grass, Financial Analyst Darine 
Conner, Customer Service Manager Kathleen Willson, Executive Assistant Leticia Quintero, 
Senior Office Assistant Terri Bell, Accounting Tech II Kyle Arnold, and members of the public.  
 
President Martin called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. A quorum was present.   
 
Upon motion of Vice President Mortensen, seconded by Vice President Gladbach and carried, 
the Board pulled Item 6.1, which did not need approval, and approved the remaining items on 
the Agenda by the following roll call votes (Item 4): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director Atkins   Yes 
Director Braunstein   Yes   Director Colley   Yes   
Director Cooper   Yes    Director Ford   Yes 
Vice President Gladbach  Yes    Director Kelly        Yes     
President Martin   Yes    Vice President Mortensen Yes 
Director Orzechowski   Yes   Director Plambeck  Yes 
 
Upon motion of Director Cooper, seconded by Director Ford and carried, the Board pulled 
Items 5.2 and 5.4 for further discussion and approved the remaining items on the Consent 
Calendar by the following roll call votes (Item 5): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director Atkins   Yes 
Director Braunstein   Yes   Director Colley   Yes   
Director Cooper   Yes    Director Ford   Yes 
Vice President Gladbach  Yes    Director Kelly        Yes     
President Martin   Yes    Vice President Mortensen Yes 
Director Orzechowski   Yes   Director Plambeck  Yes 

 
Upon motion of Director Plambeck, seconded by Vice President Gladbach and carried, the 
Board approved Resolution No. SCV-208  authorizing SCV Water to apply for funding from the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund on behalf of “Royce Lily of the Valley LLC” dba Lily of 
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the Valley Mobile Village for connection to the proposed pipeline to be constructed in Bouquet 
Canyon Road by the following roll call votes (Item 5.2): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director Atkins   Yes 
Director Braunstein   Yes   Director Colley   Yes   
Director Cooper   Yes    Director Ford   Yes 
Vice President Gladbach  Yes    Director Kelly        Yes     
President Martin   Yes    Vice President Mortensen Yes 
Director Orzechowski   Yes   Director Plambeck  Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-208 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY AUTHORIZING SANTA CLARITA 
VALLEY WATER AGENCY TO APPLY FOR FUNDING FROM THE DRINKING WATER 

STATE REVOLVING FUND ON BEHALF OF THE “ROYCE LILY OF THE VALLEY LLC” 
d/b/a LILY OF THE VALLEY MOBILE VILLAGE  

 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/SCV-Water-Approved-

Resolution-050421-Resolution-SCV-208.pdf 
 

Upon motion of Director Plambeck, seconded by Vice President Gladbach and carried, the 
Board approved receiving and filing of the January 2021 Monthly Financial Report by the 
following roll call votes (Item 5.4): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director Atkins   Yes 
Director Braunstein   Yes   Director Colley   Yes   
Director Cooper   Yes    Director Ford   Yes 
Vice President Gladbach  Yes    Director Kelly        Yes     
President Martin   Yes    Vice President Mortensen Yes 
Director Orzechowski   Yes   Director Plambeck  Yes 
 

-------------- 
 
Item 6.1 was pulled from the Agenda due to the bids for The Old Road Pipeline Improvement 
Paving Project coming in under $100,000 which is within the discretion of the General 
Manager and will be handled at a staff level. 
 

-------------- 
 
General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 7). 
 
The General Manager reported on the following:  
 

• The status of various efforts to inform the legislature about SCV Water's potential 
projects and funding needs as well as information on SCV Water's customer arrearages 
during COVID-19, for potential funding from various COVID-19 or Drought relief funding 
legislation under consideration. 
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• He also noted that he has sent a copy of goals that were requested by the Board to the 
Board President for distribution to the Board. The goals are not a complete list of all 
Agency activities but are a representative sample of key initiatives in various areas of the 
Agency. He noted that the realization of these goals is, as always, a team effort with 
many dedicated staff making contributions to the outcome.  

   
-------------- 

 
Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8). 
 
There were no comments on the recap reports. 
 

-------------- 
 
Written Reports for Informational Purposes only (Item 9). 
 
Director Armitage had a question on the Finance, Administration and Information Technology 
Section Report pertaining to protests on the water rates and had a comment on the Water 
Resources and Outreach Section Report concerning the social media posts for the two 
upcoming public meetings in regards to the timing that those posts were sent out to the public. 
 
There were no other comments on the written reports. 
 
President’s Report (Item 10). 
 
The President updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events.  

 
-------------- 

 
AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 11). 
 
Written reports were submitted by President Martin, Vice President Gladbach and Directors 
Armitage, Braunstein and Plambeck which were posted on the SCV Water website and are part 
of the record.  
 
Vice President Gladbach and Director Atkins reported that they attended the AWA/CCWUC 
Educational Program “Is Your Water Supply Safe From Cyber-Attacks?” webinar held on April 
28, 2021.  
 
Director Armitage reported that she met with the General Manager via teleconference for a 
one-on-one meeting on April 16, 2021 and in addition to providing a written report, gave a 
verbal report on her attendance at the AWA/CCWUC Educational Program “Is Your Water 
Supply Safe From Cyber-Attacks?” webinar held on April 28, 2021 and  
 
Directors Akins and Cooper reported that they attended the Southern California Water 
Coalition “Drought: Are you Ready?” webinar held on April 29, 2021.  
 
There were no other AB 1234 Reports. 
 

-------------- 
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Director Reports (Item 12).  
 
There were no Director reports.  
 

-------------- 
 

Director Requests for Approval for Event Attendance (Item 13). 
 
There were no Director requests for event attendance.  
 

-------------- 
 
Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 14). 
 
Director Armitage requested that we continue to look into rate payer assistance for our 
customers. She mentioned that Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District is creating a rate 
assistance program for their customers which includes using lease money from their cell towers 
to offset costs, replacement projects and other programs. She was hoping that the Public 
Outreach and Legislation Committee could look into something similar.  
 
She also mentioned that she was listening to a discussion by another Director at a different 
water agency and they have an Ambassador Program for public citizens that consists of a 
series of four sessions, two hours long, three being in a classroom style and the last a field trip. 
She was hoping when staff is not too busy and maybe sometime next year this could be 
something we look into doing for our own customers/rate payers.  
 
Director Orzechowski requested a copy of the contract for the waste vendor that takes the 
Agency’s Ion Exchange Beads from the PFAS project. 
 
There were no other requests for future Agenda items. 
  

-------------- 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM (Item 15). 
 
 
             
         April Jacobs, Board Secretary 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
President of the Board 
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              
 
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION 
 
Pursuant to Article XIII-B of the California Constitution, the Agency must appropriate all as-yet 
unappropriated funds each year prior to June 30. This is a legal formality to ensure that no 
funds of the Agency are unappropriated and thereby subject to forfeiture. 
 
On May 17, 2021, the Finance and Administration Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve a resolution adopting the appropriation of all as-yet unappropriated 
funds for FY 2020/21. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance and Administration Committee recommends that the Board of Directors adopt the 
attached resolution appropriating all as-yet unappropriated funds for FY 2020/21. 
 
RP/ed 
 
Attachment 

DATE: May 18, 2021 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Rochelle Patterson 
Director of Finance and Administration 

SUBJECT: Approve a Resolution Adopting the Appropriation of All As-Yet Unappropriated 
Funds for FY 2020/21 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

ADOPTING THE APPROPRIATION OF ALL AS-YET UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020/21 

 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of all Agency citizens that the Agency amend its Fiscal Year 
2020/21 Budget by appropriating pursuant to Article XIII-B of the California Constitution all as-
yet unappropriated funds. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency hereby amends its Fiscal Year 2020/21 Budget by appropriating all as-yet 
unappropriated funds received through June 30, 2021 to the General Fund/Operating Fund of 
the Agency, with the exception that any one percent property tax receipts are hereby 
appropriated to the Agency’s Capital Improvement Fund. 
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              
 
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION 
 
Article XIIIB of the California Constitution, commonly referred to as the Gann Appropriations 
Limit, adopted by California voters in 1980, placed limits on the amount of tax proceeds that 
state and local agencies can appropriate and spend each year. The Agency is required to 
calculate the limit for each upcoming fiscal year, which the governing body must adopt by 
resolution. The amount of the limit is based on the amount of tax proceeds authorized to be 
spent in Fiscal Year 1978/1979, modified for changes in per capital income and population. The 
appropriations limit applies to taxes which are not specifically approved by voters. Therefore, 
the appropriations limit includes the Agency’s One-Percent tax revenues but does not include its 
State Water Project tax revenues. 
 
The limit for each year is equal to the limit for the prior year, adjusted for changes (adjustment 
factor) in the cost-of-living and population, and various other adjustments. This information is 
published by the California Department of Finance annually in May. 
 
The appropriation limit for FY 2021/22 is $47,859,901. Based upon estimated Fiscal Year 
2021/22 general tax receipts of $27,934,798, the Agency is under the limit by $19,925,103 and 
is able to appropriate 100% of its general taxes. Attached is a copy of the resolution and 
summary calculation sheet for the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s appropriation limit for FY 
2021/22. 
 
On May 17, 2021, the Finance and Administration Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve a resolution adopting the appropriation limit for FY 2021/22. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance and Administration Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve a 
resolution adopting the appropriation limit for FY 2021/22. 
 
RP/ed 
 
Attachments 

DATE: May 18, 2021 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Rochelle Patterson 
Director of Finance and Administration 

SUBJECT: Approve a Resolution Adopting the Appropriation Limit for FY 2021/22 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

ADOPTING THE APPROPRIATION LIMIT 
FOR FY 2021/22 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s General Manager has caused to be prepared a calculation of the 
Agency’s annual appropriation limit for the Agency FY 2021/22; and 
 
WHEREAS, documentation used in the determination of said appropriation limit has been 
publicly available at the Agency’s offices for the period required by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, Proposition 111 has determined that the appropriation limit may be set by using 
either the change in California per capita income or the change in assessed value of non-
residential development; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the change in California per capita income is the 
appropriation selection of the Agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the calculation is hereby found to have been completed in full accordance with 
Article XIII-B of the California State Constitution and the implementing legislation for Article XIII-
B. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency does hereby, based upon said calculation, adopt the sum of $47,859,901 as its  
FY 2021/22 appropriation limit. 
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Ratio Amount

Fiscal Year 2020/21 GANN Limit 45,653,033$        

2021 to 2022 Change in California Per Capita Income1
1.057300

2021 to 2022 Change in Population
1

0.991526

Calculation Factor (1.057300 x .991526) 1.048340       

Fiscal Year 2021/22 GANN Limit ($45,653,033 x 1.048340) 47,859,901$        

Estimated Proceeds from General Property Taxes2
27,934,798           

Amount under Limit 19,925,103$        

1 Source: California Department of Finance Price Factor and Population Information May 2021
2 Source: SCV Water FY 2021/22 and FY 2022/23 Biennial Budget

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

GANN Appropriations Limit

Fiscal Year 2021/22 Calculation

DMS 21730
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Monthly 

Financial 

Report 

MARCH 2021
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Statements of Revenues   
and Expenses 
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No. Vendor Name Check 
Number

Check 
Date Description Amount

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 46256 03/05/2021 JAN 2021 VARIABLE 488,443.00
1 488,443.00

S16-702 RECH20 MAIN 324,356.00
S16-702 RECH20 RETAINER -16,217.80

2 308,138.20
4979 MAR2021 211,232.04
2916 MAR2021 216.76

3 211,448.80
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM & 
IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES

130,755.20

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM & 
IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES-NWD

13,526.40

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM & 
IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES-SCWD

40,579.20

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM & 
IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES-VWD 

40,579.20

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM & 
IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES-RETENTION 
PAYABLE

-22,544.00

4 202,896.00
SITES PROJECT JOINT 46697 03/25/2021 SITE RESERVOIR P2B 200,000.00

5 200,000.00
PROGRESS PAYMENT#02 RETENTION TRUST - 
WESTRIDGE RECYCLED WATER TANK 
UPGRADES

174,175.12

RETENTION PAYABLE - WESTRIDGE RECYCLED 
WATER TANK UPGRADES

-8,708.76

6 165,466.36
ARBITRATION SETTLEMENT JAN 40,630.65
PERCH INS JAN 2021 1,973.47
PERCHLORATE JAN 2021 119,038.84

7 161,642.96
SCPS 1/1-1/29 -3,684.49
RIO VISTA INTAK EPUMP STATION SRVC 1/1-
1/28

-3,517.01

RV (SOLAR) 1/1-1/28 -1,004.86
SAUGUS1WELL 1/1-1/11 -334.96
DL (SOLAR) 1/1-1/28 1,302.84
RECH20 METER 12/30-1/28 1,747.25
RECH20 METER 11/30-12/3 2,156.27
SAUGUS2 WELL12/30-1/29 5,892.35
SAUGUS1 WELL 1/11-2/9 8,184.57
EARL SCHMIDT FILTRATION PLANT PS 12/30-
1/29

8,528.25

RV (SOLAR) 12/1-12/31 16,934.62
SAUGUS2 WELL 1/1-1/29 -334.96
RIO VISTA INTAK EPUMP STATION SRVC 
12/29-1/28

52,447.37

SCPS 12/30-1/29 73,201.93
8 161,519.17

OLYMPUS AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 46371 03/11/2021 PRESLEY TANK PAINT 144,600.00
9 144,600.00

PROGRESS PAYMENT#03 THRU 3/20/21-
WESTRIDGE RECYCLED WATER TANK 
UPGRADES

143,580.21

PROGRESS PAYMENT#03 RETENTION TRUST-
WESTRIDGE RECYCLED WATER TANK 
UPGRADES

-7,179.01

10 136,401.20

2,180,555.69

5,161,656.44

42%

Summary-All Checks Issued During March 2021

Largest Ten Vendor Payments as Compared to Total

NOSSAMAN LLP 46286 03/05/2021

OLYMPUS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

W.A. RASIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, IN

Summary

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON

W.A. RASIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, IN 46719 03/30/2021

NOSSAMAN LLP
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 46307

SCV Water - Regional Division

From: Mar 1, 2021 to Mar 31, 2021

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

FERREIRA CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON

FERREIRA CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 46482 03/18/2021

 Ten Largest Disbursements 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 46721 03/30/2021

03/05/2021

EMTEC CONSULTING SERVICES, LLC 46531 03/19/2021

SITES PROJECT JOINT

W.A. RASIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, IN

W.A. RASIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, IN 46593 03/19/2021

EMTEC CONSULTING SERVICES, LLC
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Average Weighted
Percent Remaining Average

Balance of Total Life Days Yield

Agency Funds
Cash & Sweep Account 31,421,668$            15.02%                    - 0.100%
LAIF - Regional (excludes Retail Divisions) 45,981,044              21.98%                    - 0.357%
LACPIF 67,520,121              32.27%                    - 0.480%
US Bank Checking Account (1% Prop Tax) 304,809                   0.15% 0 0.000%
State and Local Agencies 7,494,893                3.58% 1,059 2.691%
Federal Agencies 22,236,240              10.63% 1,060 0.485%
    Total Agency 174,958,775            
Capital Improvement Project Funds
Cash & Sweep Account 4,110,438$              1.96%                    - 0.100%
LAIF 30,157,366              14.41%                    - 0.357%
    Total CIP 34,267,804              

Total Cash and Investment 209,226,578$          100.00% 0.450%

Restricted State Water Project Cash / Invest: 70,951,785 Included in totals above.

I certify that all investment actions executed since the last investment report have been made in full
compliance with the Investment Policy as adopted by the Board of Directors, and that the Agency will
meet its expenditure obligations for the next 6 months as required by Government Code Section
53646(b)(2) and (3), respectively.

Rochelle Patterson Amy Aguer
Treasurer/Director of Finance & Administration Controller

Regional Division
Cash and Investment Summary

3/31/21

LACPIF
32.27%

CASH/SWEEP
16.98%

LAIF
36.39%

State/Local Agencies
3.58%

US Bank
0.15%

FHLMC 1.79%
FNMA 1.90%

FFCB 5.15%
FHLB  1.79%

Cash and Investments

FHLMC-FREDDIE MAC     
FNMA-FANNIE MAE                   
FHLB-FEDERAL HOME 
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3/31/21  

Regional Division General Funds Invested:
Purchase Maturity Life Rem. Average

Description Cost Rate Yield Date Date Days Days Interest

State and Local Agency Investment Portfolio
Wells Fargo records these at Par value

State of California GO Bonds 1,946,780            2.250% 2.862% 01/25/19 10/01/23 1710 914 43,803       

Semitropic Improvement District 1,302,045            2.262% 2.262% 10/30/19 12/01/23 1493 975 29,452       

State of California GO Bonds 3,098,130            3.000% 3.000% 05/28/19 04/01/24 1770 1097 92,944       

San Diego Successor Agency 1,147,938            3.000% 2.052% 10/23/19 09/01/24 1775 1250 34,438       

7,494,893$          4236 200,637     

      Weighted Avg Yield 2.691% Avg Remaining Life 1,059 Days

Federal Government Agency Investment Portfolio
Wells Fargo records these at Par value

FFCB - WF 2,000,560            0.120% 0.120% 02/02/21 01/12/23 709 652 2,401         #

FHLMC - WF 3,750,000            0.500% 0.500% 04/29/20 04/28/23 1094 758 18,750       #

FFCB - WF 5,000,000            0.270% 0.270% 01/05/21 01/05/24 1095 1010 13,500       #

FHLB - WF 3,750,000            0.740% 0.740% 04/29/20 04/29/24 1461 1125 27,750       #

FFCB - WF 3,750,000            0.680% 0.680% 05/06/20 05/06/24 1461 1132 25,500       #

FNMA - WF 3,985,680            0.500% 0.500% 11/12/20 11/07/25 1821 1682 19,928       

22,236,240$        6359 107,829     

#  Callable       Weighted Avg Yield 0.485% Avg Remaining Life 1,060 Days

-5-
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Average Weighted
Percent Remaining Avg.

Operating and Reserve Funds Balance of Total Life Days Yield
Cash & Sweep Account 2,411,284$           22.45% 0.01%
Federal Farm Credit Bank Bond 200,000 1.86% 379 0.14%
LAIF 5,809,086             54.09% 0.41%
UBS Certificates of Deposit 2,320,000             21.60% 573 1.14%
Total 10,740,370$         100.00%

Total Cash and Investment 10,740,370$         100.00%

Rochelle Patterson
Director of Finance and Administration/Treasurer Controller

Newhall Water Division
Cash and Investment Summary

As of March 31, 2021

Amy Aguer

I certify that the investments of the Newhall Water Division are in compliance with the Investment Policy as 
adopted by the Board of Directors, and that the Division has the ability to meet the expenditure requirements 
for the next 6 months.

Checking Account 
22.45%

Federal Farm Credit 
Bank Bond 
1.86%

LAIF 
54.09%

UBS Certificates of 
Deposit 
21.60%

Cash and Investments
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Description Rate Yield Market Value

Wells Fargo Bank Cash & Sweep 0.01% 0.01% 2,411,284$      
Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 0.41% 0.41% 5,809,086        

8,220,370$      

Description Par Rate Yield

Purchase 
Date

Maturity 
Date

Average 
Remaining 

Days

 Average 
Interest 

UBS Bonds

Federal Farm Credit Bank Bond 200,000       0.14% 0.14% 10/16/20 01/05/22 379           280                  

Description Par Rate Yield

Purchase 
Date

Maturity 
Date

Average 
Remaining 

Days

 Average 
Interest 

UBS Certificates of Deposit

Bank of China LTD NY US 200,000       0.10% 0.10% 10/29/20 07/29/21 119           200                  
Popular Bank NY US 75,000         1.35% 1.34% 04/01/20 10/07/21 189           1,013               
UBS Bank UT US 200,000       0.10% 0.10% 10/21/20 10/21/21 203           200                  
Wells Fargo Bank NA SD US 200,000       1.75% 1.72% 10/27/16 11/02/21 214           3,500               
State Bank of India NY US 200,000       2.25% 2.19% 01/30/17 02/09/22 314           4,500               
TIAA FSB Florida FL US 200,000       0.40% 0.40% 03/31/21 04/09/22 373           800                  
Goldman Sachs Bank NY US 200,000       2.35% 2.25% 10/24/17 11/01/22 579           4,700               
UBS BK USA SALT LA UT US 200,000       0.15% 0.15% 11/13/20 11/21/22 599           300                  
Synchrony Bank UT US 200,000       1.30% 1.26% 04/13/20 04/17/20 746           2,600               
BMW BANK NORTH AME UT US 200,000       0.25% 0.25% 11/13/20 05/22/23 781           500                  
Sallie Mae Bank UT US 200,000       1.95% 1.95% 11/22/19 11/20/24 1,328        3,900               
Morgan Stanley PRI NY US 245,000       1.70% 1.60% 04/01/20 03/05/25 1,434        4,165               

2,320,000$  573           26,378$           

NWD Total Cash and Investments 10,740,370      

NEWHALL WATER DIVISION
As of March 31, 2021
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Maximum Average Weighted

Percent Concentration Remaining Avg.

SCWD* Balance of Total Allowed Life Days Yield

Retail Division Cash and Sweep 4,153,020           9.43% n/a 0.01%

Wells Fargo Government I 1751 MMF 22,068,219         50.10% 10% 0.01%

LAIF 15,076,092         34.23% State Max - 0.58%

Wells Fargo Certificates of Deposit 2,750,000           6.24% 30% 374 1.58%

Total 44,047,330         100.00%

Total Cash and Investment** 44,047,330        100.00%

I certify that the investments of the Santa Clarita Water Division are in compliance

with the Investment Policy as adopted by the Board of Directors, and that the Division

has the ability to meet the expenditure requirements for the next 6 months.

Rochelle Patterson Elizabeth Ho
Director of Finance and Administration/Treasurer Accounting Manager

SCV Water
Santa Clarita Water Division

Cash and Investment Summary
As of March 31, 2021

* See SCWD Portfolio on next page for detailed descriptions.
** Total for SCWD includes estimated $2,696,777 in refundable Developer Deposits.

Retail Division Cash and 
Sweep  
9.43%

Wells Fargo Government I 
1751 MMF  

50.10%

LAIF 
34.23%

Wells Fargo Certificates of 
Deposit 
6.24%

Investment
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Description Balance Rate Yield
Cash and Sweep (Cash in Bank) 4,153,020             0.01% 0.01%
Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 15,076,092           0.58% 0.58%
Wells Fargo Government I                            
1751 Money Market Fund (MMF) 22,068,219           0.01% 0.01%

41,297,330           

Note: Cash and Sweep, LAIF and Wells Fargo Money Market Fund are liquid investments.

Description Par Rate Yield Purchase Date Maturity 
Date Life Days

Remaining 
Days

 Average 
Interest 

Wells Fargo Certificates of Deposit

Enerbank USA 250,000                2.40% 2.40% 04/12/19 04/12/21 682         12               6,000           
Synovus Bank GA 250,000                2.40% 2.40% 04/17/19 04/16/21 686         19               6,000           
Century Next Bank 250,000                2.40% 2.40% 04/24/19 04/23/21 693         23               6,000           
First Internet Bank 250,000                2.20% 2.20% 12/18/17 12/17/21 931         261             5,500           
Sally Mae Bank/Salt Lke 250,000                2.60% 2.60% 04/10/19 04/11/22 1,046      376             6,500           
American Express Bank FSB 250,000                2.35% 2.35% 05/03/17 05/03/22 1,068      398             5,875           
Citibank 250,000                3.00% 3.00% 05/16/18 05/23/22 1,088      418             7,500           
Bank Hapoalim BM NY 250,000                0.10% 0.10% 12/23/20 12/23/21 365         270             250              
Washington Trust Westerly 250,000                0.10% 0.10% 12/23/20 12/23/21 365         270             250              
Webbank 250,000                0.10% 0.10% 12/28/20 12/28/22 730         637             250              
Luana Savings Bank 250,000                0.25% 0.25% 12/30/20 07/01/24 1,521      1,430          625              

2,750,000             374             43,375$       

SCWD Total Cash and Investments 44,047,330           

Santa Clarita Water Division
Cash and Investment Summary

As of March 31, 2021

SCV Water
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Current 
Balance

Percent 
of Total

Average 
Remaining 
Life Days

Weighted 
Average 

Yield

Wells Fargo Cash and Sweep $6,988,668 30.5% n/a 0.01%
LAIF $7,865,153 34.4% n/a 0.36%
Certificates of Deposit $1,000,000 4.4% 360 2.29%
US Treasury Bill $1,000,000 4.4% 259 2.63%
Federal Bonds $6,000,000 26.3% 1284 0.36%
Total Cash and Investment** $22,853,821 100.0%

Rochelle Patterson Elizabeth Ho
Director of Finance and Administration, Treasurer Accounting Manager

Valencia Water Division
As of March 31, 2021

Investment Report

SCV WATER

I certify that the investments of the Valencia Water Division are in compliance with the Investment 
Policy as adopted by the Board of Directors, and that the Division has the ability to meet the 
expenditure requirement for the next 6 months.

** Total for VWD includes estimated $2,756,752 in refundable Developer Deposits.

Wells Fargo Cash 
and Sweep
$6,988,668 

30.5%

LAIF
$7,865,153 

34.4%

Certificates of 
Deposit

$1,000,000 
4.4%

US Treasury Bill
$1,000,000 

4.4%

Federal Bonds
$6,000,000 

26.3%

INVESTMENT SUMMARY
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Description
Balance Rate Yield

GASB 72 Fair 
Value Hierarchy

Wells Fargo Cash and Sweep 6,988,668 0.01% 0.01% 2
Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 7,865,153 0.36% 0.36% 2

14,853,821

Description Par Rate Yield Purchase Date
Maturity 

Date Life Days
Remaining 

Days
Average 
Interest

GASB 72 Fair 
Value Hierarchy

3/31/2021
Certificates of Deposit

Stearns Bank NA 250,000 2.950% 2.950% 7/6/2018 7/6/2021 1096 97 7,375 1
WEX Bank Midvale Utah 250,000 1.500% 1.500% 3/9/2020 3/9/2022 730 343 3,750 1
Comenity Capital Bank 250,000 3.150% 3.150% 7/16/2018 7/18/2022 1463 474 7,875 1
Live Oak Bkg Co 250,000 1.550% 1.550% 3/6/2020 9/6/2022 914 524 3,875 1

1,000,000 360 22,875

Federal Bonds
Federal Farm Credit Bank 2,000,000                  0.180% 0.180% 1/13/2021 7/13/2023 911 834 3,600 1
Federal Home Loan Bank 2,000,000                  0.400% 0.400% 2/26/2021 11/26/2024 1369 1336 8,000 1
Fannie Mae 2,000,000                  0.500% 0.500% 11/12/2020 11/7/2025 1821 1682 10,000 1

6,000,000 1284 21,600

US Treasury Bill
United States Treasury Note 1,000,000 2.625% 2.625% 12/17/2018 12/15/2021 1094 259 26,250 1

1,000,000 259 26,250

VWD Total Cash and Investments $22,853,821.00

GASB 72 Fair Value Hierarchy:
Level 1 - inputs are quotes prices in active markets for identical assets.
Level 2-  inputs are significant other observable inputs.
Level 3 - inputs are significant unobservable inputs.

Valencia Water Division

As of March 31, 2021
Cash and Investment Summary

SCV WATER
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SCV Water - Regional Division
Credit Card Charges

Paid in Jan 2021 - March 2021
Merchant Name and Description Total

8870 ROYAL 193.08                         
Hand Tools 157.02                         
LIQUID TIGHT FITTINGS 36.06                           

ADOBE ACROPRO SUBS 3,406.90                      
Adobe pro license subscription 1,703.45                      
Adobe pro licensing 1,703.45                      

ADOBE STOCK 159.98                         
Agency publication 79.99                           
Photo stock 79.99                           

ALBERTSONS #1360 104.10                         
Holiday lunch drinks 104.10                         

ALBERTSONS #3301 9.99                             
Vending Machine Supplies 9.99                             

ALLIED ELECTRONICS INC 877.09                         
Microswitch for RVWTP – Switchgear Protection 877.09                         

AMAZON.COM (22.65)                          
Credit for Accidental Charge Return (22.65)                          

AMAZON.COM 029SG6FX3 AMZN 57.65                           
Kitchen and Office Supplies 57.65                           

AMAZON.COM 1745Z0T13 AMZN 108.41                         
Test meter lead set. 108.41                         

AMAZON.COM 1Y4K12J73 AMZN 211.32                         
Office supply 211.32                         

AMAZON.COM 4F4GM9M33 AMZN 123.20                         
10x13 Catalog Envelopes, Box of 100, 4 Boxes, Mailing Supplies RVWTP 123.20                         

AMAZON.COM 4P08M8O03 AMZN 51.14                           
Index Dividers - SPLY 51.14                           

AMAZON.COM 4Z14V5803 AMZN 70.40                           
Office supply 70.40                           

AMAZON.COM 6R45G0KN3 AMZN 438.70                         
Dual Monitor Workstation - SR/ADM 438.70                         

AMAZON.COM 7226I2CU3 101.98                         
Kitchen Supplies 101.98                         

AMAZON.COM A35KM8NT3 197.08                         
Ether Switches 197.08                         

AMAZON.COM AZ7MM5193 AMZN 19.59                           
Office Supplies 19.59                           

AMAZON.COM BK5F30333 45.04                           
Rodent Repellent for RVWTP Fleet Vehicles. 45.04                           

AMAZON.COM C523C05I3 AMZN 2,500.00                      
$20 Amazon gift cards for 2021 birthday cards 2,500.00                      

AMAZON.COM C564Q6V83 4.77                             
Door Handle Plate for Women's Bathroom 4.77                             

AMAZON.COM C60SO6S83 62.16                           
Office Supplies - Pine Street 62.16                           

AMAZON.COM CF8XT1763 154.23                         
Pumps for meters 154.23                         

AMAZON.COM IM6SQ1UV3 24.04                           
Office Supplies 24.04                           

AMAZON.COM IN2W24ZU3 52.32                           
HP 62 Ink Cartridge, AA/ACTG Dept. 26.16                           
HP 62 Ink Cartridge, JW/MAINT Dept. 26.16                           

AMAZON.COM KL4SR6YB3 AMZN 1,034.30                      
HUBBELL Emergency Lights. 1,034.30                      

AMAZON.COM L77K54D03 AMZN 64.59                           
Office Supplies - Pine Street 64.59                           

AMAZON.COM LB4TV09F3 37.09                           
Wall Calendar 37.09                           

AMAZON.COM LL26U2NT3 AMZN 26.27                           
Outlet Power Strip - SR/ADM 26.27                           

AMAZON.COM LX8BH1VJ3 AMZN 76.03                           
P-Touch Label Maker, Interdepartmental Envelopes 10x13, HR Dept. Supply Order 76.03                           

AMAZON.COM MH4D752Z3 AMZN 21.89                           
Office Supplies 21.89                           

AMAZON.COM O21WE9153 AMZN 69.82                           
Clear Address Labels, 2 Boxes, Rick V and CF/WR Dept. 69.82                           

AMAZON.COM OM67432C3 AMZN 67.93                           
Accidental Amazon purchase with PCard instead of personal debit card - Agency Reimbursed 67.93                           

AMAZON.COM PM0MD5YY3 AMZN 70.40                           
Office supply 70.40                           

AMAZON.COM QB17794W3 AMZN 105.27                         
Plastic Knives and Napkins - RVWTP Kitchen Supplies 105.27                         
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SCV Water - Regional Division
Credit Card Charges

Paid in Jan 2021 - March 2021
AMAZON.COM QC6JH7RD3 AMZN 64.32                           

Office Supplies 64.32                           
AMAZON.COM TY5GR2JJ3 22.65                           

Accidental Charge - Returned 22.65                           
AMAZON.COM UA9M93V73 AMZN 64.59                           

Office Supplies - Pine Street 64.59                           
AMAZON.COM UF04C8IW3 49.23                           

Plastic Teaspoons - RVWTP Kitchens 49.23                           
AMAZON.COM W23AE0GI3 154.02                         

10x13 Catalog Envelopes, Box of 100, 6 Boxes, Mailing Supplies RVWTP 154.02                         
AMAZON.COM Z21LN5K23 AMZN 75.68                           

Plastic Forks - RVWTP Kitchen Supplies 75.68                           
AMZN MKTP US (247.14)                        

Frames for Resolutions (Damaged - Refund) (55.82)                          
Refund for Order dated 2/2/21. Product was damaged 1 of 2 returns for order purchased on 2/2/21 (87.55)                          
Refund for Order dated 2/20/21. Product was damaged 2 of 2 returns for order purchased on 2/20/21 (87.55)                          
Refund for Slot Punch AMZ Order 114-3486662-5477036. Wrong item was sent. (16.22)                          

AMZN MKTP US 1Y4J350X3 AM 70.05                           
Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 70.05                           

AMZN MKTP US 272363IK3 7.67                             
Office Supplies 7.67                             

AMZN MKTP US 458MX8Q73 37.20                           
Line Coupler, Test Jumpers 37.20                           

AMZN MKTP US 4B7GV1ED3 159.17                         
Kitchen and Office Supplies 159.17                         

AMZN MKTP US 4O8P10IL3 18.19                           
Clock for OPS Room 18.19                           

AMZN MKTP US 4P2NN2LQ3 19.68                           
Alligator Clips 19.68                           

AMZN MKTP US 574TE0JA3 168.93                         
Office and Kitchen Supplies 168.93                         

AMZN MKTP US 5D47V5MP3 569.36                         
Back up Cams for SCD trucks 569.36                         

AMZN MKTP US 5K9573IF3 65.68                           
Frames for Directors Photos 65.68                           

AMZN MKTP US 6D3AH0GV3 AM 70.08                           
Office Supplies - Pine Street 70.08                           

AMZN MKTP US 6I1VY3WG3 74.41                           
Multimeter Test Set 74.41                           

AMZN MKTP US 7J3NG4V43 AM 100.82                         
Office Supplies - Pine Street 100.82                         

AMZN MKTP US 7L6TQ74S3 89.79                           
HP 62XL Ink Cartridge, AA/ACTG Dept. 44.89                           
HP 62XL Ink Cartridge, JW/Maint Dept. 44.90                           

AMZN MKTP US 8S62V9OT3 120.90                         
Battery Powered Under-hood Rodent Ultrasonic Repellent. 120.90                         

AMZN MKTP US 9B9127PS3 151.08                         
Office Chair Wheels 151.08                         

AMZN MKTP US 9R6PC7IW3 481.80                         
Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 481.80                         

AMZN MKTP US AA2ST9B53 283.04                         
Back up cams for N-50 and N 84 283.04                         

AMZN MKTP US AS9BR59H3 76.62                           
Office supply 76.62                           

AMZN MKTP US BO4ET4UL3 208.04                         
Winch Chains for lifting   For Unit 19 208.04                         

AMZN MKTP US CD2T86V73 735.84                         
Topaz  4ft Fluorescent Bulbs. 735.84                         

AMZN MKTP US DC45Y8L83 569.36                         
Back up Cams for low visibility vehicles 569.36                         

AMZN MKTP US E15G41053 55.82                           
Frames for Resolutions 55.82                           

AMZN MKTP US EH0ZL23X3 284.68                         
Back up cams for units S101 and S19 charge SCD 284.68                         

AMZN MKTP US H12XM7Q63 63.50                           
Anti-Theft Laptop Backpack 63.50                           

AMZN MKTP US H664P7XA3 39.40                           
Hart hat visors for sun protection 39.40                           

AMZN MKTP US JZ5SQ5UE3 87.55                           
Dual Monitor Stand for Computer Screens, TB/MGT 87.55                           

AMZN MKTP US KP73L9353 270.31                         
Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 270.31                         

AMZN MKTP US KQ09E16C3 411.15                         
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SCV Water - Regional Division
Credit Card Charges

Paid in Jan 2021 - March 2021
Disinfectant Fogger Machine , and Disinfectant Chemicals 411.15                         

AMZN MKTP US LQ12C3M03 158.76                         
Office Supplies - Pine Street 158.76                         

AMZN MKTP US LU4M53QJ3 546.95                         
Replacement Propane Tanks for RVWTP Forklift. 546.95                         

AMZN MKTP US NX3HW45B3 166.34                         
Office Supplies - Pine Street 166.34                         

AMZN MKTP US P57C22H73 AM 76.65                           
Office Supplies 76.65                           

AMZN MKTP US QB6D731K3 37.20                           
Line Coupler, Test Jumpers 37.20                           

AMZN MKTP US QS71538Q3 27.25                           
Floppy disc drive 27.25                           

AMZN MKTP US RX3WT7AS3 101.36                         
HP I /O boards for 4 screen SCADA systems 101.36                         

AMZN MKTP US SA1XS80W3 87.55                           
2nd Dual Monitor Stand for Computer Screens, TB/MGT,Shelf was damaged, refunded at a later date 87.55                           

AMZN MKTP US SM9HN3AX3 AM 86.59                           
Office Supplies 86.59                           

AMZN MKTP US SV2OW2EC3 AM 14.03                           
Coffee Filters, 2 Pack, ED Dept. Kitchen 14.03                           

AMZN MKTP US TK42L5A83 16.22                           
Slot Punch for HR -  Wrong item was sent - Refund to be issued 16.22                           

AMZN MKTP US TT94D7Z53 512.69                         
Pipe straps for S-45 charge SCD 512.69                         

AMZN MKTP US U41QU9UE3 28.49                           
satellite antenna 28.49                           

AMZN MKTP US VO8D72003 999.90                         
Dragon-Light 54W Super Bright Corn Cob LED Light Bulb. 999.90                         

AMZN MKTP US VU4E36YQ3 87.58                           
Replacement roller wheels for chairs for new office Instrumentation shop. 87.58                           

AMZN MKTP US YB0L516K3 30.33                           
Charging station 30.33                           

AMZN MKTP US YG11T97X3 547.49                         
Water Fountain Filters 547.49                         

AMZN MKTP US ZR8HZ7003 2,529.34                      
Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 2,529.34                      

APPLE.COM/BILL 59.96                           
Jump app for Adam Pontious iPad. 14.99                           
Jump app for Adrian Herrera Agency iPhone 14.99                           
Jump app for Dean Takashima and Jenny Anderson iPads. 29.98                           

AQUA-FLO SUPPLY INC #3 947.57                         
Sump pump, and zip ties. 244.27                         
Supplies Unit #I57 - plumbing pvc glue, primer - stock 210.55                         
Tools Unit #I57 - hand tools. 178.17                         
True union ball valve, bushings, nipples etc. 314.58                         

ASCE PURCHASING 300.00                         
ASCE Membership Renewal JY 300.00                         

ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 885.00                         
ACWA 2021 Virtual Legislative Symposium - Registration - 03/11/21 - Director Cooper 145.00                         
ACWA 2021 Virtual Legislative Symposium - Registration - 03/11/21 - Director Gladbach 145.00                         
ACWA 2021 Virtual Legislative Symposium - Registration - 03/11/21 - K. Martin 145.00                         
ACWA DC2021 Washington DC Virtual Conference - Registration - 02/24/21 - Director Atkins 225.00                         
ACWA DC2021 Washington DC Virtual Conference - Registration - 02/24/21 - Director Kelly 225.00                         

AUTOMATIONDIRECT.COM 455.52                         
Ethernet switches for SCADA enclosures. 455.52                         

AV EQUIPMENT 955.98                         
Hoses and two new bottles of propane. 955.98                         

AWWA EVENTS 1,655.00                      
2021 Spring Virtual Summit Bundle Registration - Shadi Bader 155.00                         
AWWA Seminar Registration on behalf of Elizabeth Sobczak. 240.00                         
AWWA Virtual Summit - Presenter registration 155.00                         
AWWA Virtual Summit - Registration - 02/10-02/11/21 - Director Armitage 240.00                         
AWWA Virtual Summit - Registration - 02/10-02/11/21 - Director Atkins 240.00                         
AWWA Virtual Summit - Registration - 02/10-02/11/21 - K. Abercrombie 240.00                         
AWWA Virtual Summit Registration - Registration 385.00                         

AWWA.ORG 444.00                         
AWWA Membership Renewal JY 294.00                         
R.Vasilopulos - AWWA Webinar Registration 1/20/21 75.00                           
S.Fleury - AWWA Webinar Registration 1/20/21 75.00                           

BACKYARD GRUB AND BREWS 43.00                           
Welcome aboard lunch for Jon Wallace (J. Wallace & R. Pulido) 43.00                           

BESTBUYCOM806384149801 689.78                         
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Webcams/mics to support remote work. 689.78                         

BESTBUYCOM806400696393 755.48                         
Microphones and headsets to support remote work. 755.48                         

BESTBUYCOM806411216423 100.72                         
Ups, cable for remote SCADA computer. 100.72                         

BESTBUYCOM806415584270 65.68                           
External Drive - Motor Protection Relay Setup 43.79                           
USB Extension - Motor Protection Relay Setup 21.89                           

BLUEBEAM INC 500.00                         
Fee for license transfer from Valencia Water Company to SCV Water Agency for Bluebeam Revu. 500.00                         

BOX, INC. 1,800.00                      
File share for Eng. 600.00                         
File share hosting 600.00                         
Hosted file sharing 600.00                         

BPH PUMP & EQUIPMENT 898.12                         
Fright Charge for ESFP Replacement Circulating Pump . 32.12                           
Replacement Circulating Pump for ESFP  CL2 System. 866.00                         

BROWN AND CALDWELL 600.00                         
Job Posting Lead Water Systems Technician 2/17/21 200.00                         
Job Posting Right of Way Agent 2/11/21 200.00                         
Job Posting Utility Worker I or II 02/17/21 200.00                         

BTS QUILL 841.22                         
Kitchen and Office Supplies 408.61                         
Office and Kitchen Supplies 244.89                         
Office Supplies 187.72                         

CABELA'S ONLINE U.S. 60.14                           
Tie Down Straps - UPS Battery Backup Cabinets - Tank Sites 60.14                           

CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF MUN 380.00                         
CSMFO Seminar Registration 380.00                         

CA-NV SECTION, AWWA 445.00                         
AWWA Operator Symposium 2021 - Registration 275.00                         
CA-NV AWWA SCADA Training, Adrian Herrera 170.00                         

CAPITOL DIRECTORIES INC 565.09                         
2021 Pocket Directory of the CA Legislature 565.09                         

CARAHSOFT TECHNOLOGY CORP 10,641.60                    
Additional Zoom for Government Webinar licenses. 3,628.80                      
Zoom for Government annual license fee. 7,012.80                      

CARR LANE MFG COMPANY 148.63                         
Pull Pins for Outriggers on Unit 50 148.63                         

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 1,624.98                      
Certificate of Compliance Invoice from the City of Santa Clarita for S16-702 1,624.98                      

CLASSIC AUTOMATION LLC 3,425.33                      
Motor Protection Relay Panel. 3,425.33                      

CORNER BAKERY 0208 2,219.32                      
Holiday lunch for staff 2,219.32                      

COSTCO DELIVERY 653 2,247.97                      
Office Supplies - Batteries - Maint Dept. TB 43.78                           
Office Supplies - Non Taxable 1,246.44                      
Office Supplies - Non Taxable - AJ MGT/BD 34.98                           
Office Supplies - Non Taxable - ED Dept. 33.52                           
Office Supplies - Non Taxable - Education 25.14                           
Office Supplies - Non Taxable - Kitchen Supplies- JM/ED Dept. 27.74                           
Office Supplies - Non Taxable - Snacks - AJ/MGT 17.49                           
Office Supplies - Taxable 692.99                         
Office Supplies - Taxable - PZ/Maint Dept. 43.78                           
Office Supplies - Taxable - Woodall/OPS - Toner 82.11                           

COSTCO WHSE #0447 285.32                         
Annual Renewal Fee 211.26                         
Annual Renewal Fee (duplicate payment-refunded) 211.26                         
Annual Renewal Fee (refund for double charge) (211.26)                        
Cleaning supplies 35.02                           
kitchen and bathroom supplies 39.04                           

COSTCO WHSE #0762 41.97                           
Office Supplies - Pine Street 41.97                           

CROSS BORDER TRANS FEE 16.54                           
Linktree Oversea charge 0.60                             
Made from a merchant in Canada - International Currency Fee 15.94                           

DAPPER DANS CARWASH 149.70                         
Car wash - Monthly Pass Fee 19.95                           
Car wash. 19.95                           
Monthly Car Wash Fee 19.95                           
Pool wash N55 29.95                           
Pool washes 29.95                           
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Pool washes N#55 29.95                           

DARIO'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT 86.45                           
Bought crew lunch New Year’s Eve 86.45                           

DIGICERT INC 995.00                         
Certificate renewal for webpay.valenciawater.com 995.00                         

DKC DIGI KEY CORP 64.73                           
repair of Hach 5500AMC motherboards 64.73                           

DNH DOMAIN HOSTING SRVCS 648.87                         
Domain name hosting monthly. 8.68                             
Domain name hosting. 40.22                           
Web services for SCADA data access. 599.97                         

DNH GODADDY.COM 339.98                         
Paymentus.com and connect SSL certificate renewals 339.98                         

DNH SUCURI WEBSITE SECURIty 29.97                           
Agency Website Maintenance 9.99                             
SCV Agency Website maintenance 9.99                             
SCV Water Website maintenance 9.99                             

DOCUSIGN 300.00                         
Electronic signature service for Regional Accounting Dept 300.00                         

DOMINO'S 8447 26.25                           
Lunch for weekend crew - emergency repair.  26.25                           

DXP ENTERPRISES 1,845.88                      
Freight Charge for Glass Calibration Cylinders. 42.37                           
Glass Calibration Cylinders for the Perchlorate Plant. 1,803.51                      

EB EXCEL-BUSINESS INT 298.00                         
Excel Business Intelligence Webinar (Excel Pivot Tables, Vlookups, etc. Needed for GL Validation on Oracle Fusion.) - Registration 298.00                         

EIG CONSTANTCONTACT.COM 945.00                         
Agency eNews 315.00                         
digital eNews 315.00                         
eNew publications 315.00                         

EVEREST BURGERS 133.19                         
Breakfast for crews 133.19                         

FACEBK  5XVD5YWJH2 52.30                           
Social media 52.30                           

FACEBK  C5B6KZ6KH2 25.00                           
Agency online presence 25.00                           

FAST FRAME 55950405596 534.63                         
Frame Headshots for New Directors - Kathye Armitage, Beth Braunstein, Peter Orzechowski 534.63                         

FEATHERS CUSTOM SIGNS 1,183.13                      
Signage for Operations. 1,183.13                      

FEDEX 781865250539 26.97                           
lobbying form signed documents sent to Poole and Shaffery 26.97                           

GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICE 460.00                         
Application fee for GFOA FY 2019/20 CAFR Award 460.00                         

GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFIC 35.00                           
GFOA Training - Component Units Class Registration - AA 35.00                           

HOMEDEPOT.COM 4,194.52                      
Concrete coating for S21-716   SC-2 well rehab 145.20                         
FORCE LOGIC Press Tool Kit for ESFP. 3,831.41                      
New Grinder for Unit 19 217.91                         

HR MANUFACTURING CO 552.51                         
Deep extended socket for Cla Valve Repair 205.80                         
Deep Sockets for Cla Valve   For Unit 10 346.71                         

IN  EDUCATION & TRAINING 499.00                         
Advanced Management and Supervisory Leadership Training registration on behalf of Jason Yim. 499.00                         

IN  ROB'S INDUSTRIAL SERV 2,465.00                      
Camlock Cable Set for Perchlorate Plant. 2,465.00                      

IN N OUT BURGER 107 60.50                           
Bought crew lunch on leak repair  17415 blue aspen 60.50                           

IND-CONCEPTS 391.79                         
PLC Communication adapters. 391.79                         

INDECO-KH 1,221.70                      
Coolant Tank Hot Start Unit for RVWTP Emergency Standby Generator. 1,221.70                      

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY 395.64                         
2 - EMERGENCY LIGHT BATTERIES 67.67                           
Battery for truck# I34 147.73                         
Emergency Lighting 180.24                         

JIMMY DEANS 678.26                         
Breakfast for Operations at Pine St 84.95                           
Christmas Breakfast for the Production Team 137.85                         
Monthly Birthday and Anniversary Celebration - November December and January 455.46                         

JOHNSTONE SUPPLY VALENCIA 288.41                         
A/C COIL CLEANER, Co2 CARTRIDGES 134.96                         
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A/C FILTERS 90.40                           
Two self Tapping screw sets. 63.05                           

L2G EPIC-LA 626-458-4930 13,387.00                    
25438 Hardy Pl 561.00                         
25602 Wilde Ave 561.00                         
27850 Lassen Ct County Permit 561.00                         
28503 Webster County Permit 561.00                         
29129 Highplains and 27749 Buckskin 1,122.00                      
32226 Big Oak County Permit 561.00                         
Blanket Utility Permit for 2021 484.00                         
Inspect - 25505 Chissom 561.00                         
Inspect - 25534 Fitzgerald 561.00                         
Inspect - 25580 Wilde 561.00                         
Inspect - 25849 Anderson - VWD7630 561.00                         
Inspect - 26008 Franklin 561.00                         
Inspect - 27764 Villa 561.00                         
Inspect - 29210 Mission Trail NWD5455 561.00                         
Inspect - Pico/Stevenson Ranch 561.00                         
Live Oak Tract Hydrant Valve replacement - Inspection 2,244.00                      
Live Oak Tract Valve Replacement - Inspection 2,244.00                      

LA COCINA BAR AND GRILL 23.48                           
Lunch with new employee Jason Mak 23.48                           

LINKTREE  LINKTREE 60.00                           
PR Consulting 60.00                           

LOGMEIN GOTOMEETING 1,771.06                      
Additional Goto meeting account 880.02                         
Open voice for GoTo meeting 881.04                         
Open voice for Goto meeting - Monthly Fee 10.00                           

LOGMEIN PRO2 349.99                         
remote desktop software annual license 349.99                         

LOWES #01510 5,334.69                      
2 - HOSEBIB SHUTOFFS 17.48                           
5gl. buckets to store used dissolved ozone ampules. 2 inch grommets for routing computer cables through office desks - RV Instrum  72.80                           
Buff Pads - Shop Replacement 24.04                           
CAT6 Terminals, Anchors, Hardware - Instrumentation Office Remodel 104.00                         
COMPRESSION FITTINGS 1.93                             
Digital Air Pressure Gauge, Small connectors as Test equipment - to test valve vault 2-  5500sc air psi. 11/2inch drain fitting for LA-1  26.29                           
Drill bits. 118.94                         
extension chord and heater 110.00                         
Gloves, supplies 98.46                           
Gloves, Zip Ties, PVC Elbow, Coil Strap 118.52                         
Hand Tools 243.24                         
Hardware - Truck I58 6.77                             
heater broken and returned (65.67)                          
Heavy Duty Tote - Cable Storage 10.93                           
Heavy Duty Tote - Generator Cable Storage 12.03                           
Impact Driver, Attachment Bits, Mag Pickup - Truck I58 204.13                         
Large 2.5inch blinds for Instrumentation shop window Grommets for computer cables9oz. glue tube to secure pegboard in the Instru  166.90                         
Nitrile and Protective gloves - Truck I 58 46.58                           
Parts to fix cabinet at intake pump station enclosure. WD-40 for stuck enclosure door 21.30                           
Pegboard and hooks for organizing tools in instrumentation. Kitchen style trash can and small storage bins for Instrumentation shop 107.11                         
PHOTO CELLS 63.42                           
Plastic storage bin to store cables in RV Instrumentation shop 13.10                           
Pluming parts to block off  Gas Heater and Air shop Air in Instrument room. 18.83                           
Portable Spray Rig 100.13                         
Power cables and Cat 6 cables to move to temp office 138.74                         
Radiator, USB, Cables 227.53                         
Sealant, Caulking Gun, Backer Rod - Transformer Intrusion Sealant 96.69                           
Shovel for vehicle ,4 bags of concrete 51.69                           
Spray Paint 8.72                             
Straps, Pads - Radio Shack UPS Install 55.72                           
Summit CCare relocation succulents 227.48                         
Supplies for B&G 2,388.00                      
Supplies for B&G - Credit Return (76.60)                          
Toilet parts, super glue, drywall joint compound 58.05                           
Tools and material for l for New 349.67                         
Utensil type tray to organize office supplies - RV Instrumentation shop 26.24                           
Velcro straps to bundle computer cables in RV Instrumentation shop 5.78                             
Wrenches, dolly, tool kit 135.72                         

LOWES #01972 19.72                           
20/20Amp Circuit Breaker - Tank Mixer Install - Honby 1/2 28.97                           
inspection light - small tools 34.47                           
Strap Return - Radio Shack UPS Install (43.72)                          
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LUBR ENGINEERS INC 1,579.14                      

Lubrication Oil for  Emergency Backup Generator at RVWTP. 1,579.14                      
MCMASTER-CARR 999.29                         

25 pounds of desiccant. 242.43                         
Fiberglass brackets, straps, and slings. 513.78                         
Relay Bases - Generator Control Switchgear 28.73                           
Strut floor mounts. 141.86                         
WP Switch, Power Cord - Cooling Fan Repair at Saugus 2 Well 72.49                           

MOUSER ELECTRONICS INC 248.31                         
Fans, Connectors, Pins - A/B VFD Drive Repair 248.31                         

NACE INTERNATIONAL 2,368.00                      
NACE Corrosion Virtual Conference 2021 495.00                         
NACE International Annual Membership on behalf of Shadi Bader. 150.00                         
NACE Membership 235.00                         
NACE Seminar - Shadi Bader 1,488.00                      

NAPA AUTO PARTS 112.00                         
Screw drivers and pliers - truck #I37. 41.36                           
Supplies - truck #I37. 70.64                           

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GOVE 370.00                         
Membership to NIGP - Institute for Public Procurement 370.00                         

NEWEGG B2B INC 350.40                         
hard drive replacements for Video system 350.40                         

NEWHALL HARDWARE 246.82                         
purchased tools and supplies then returned to add more items that were needed. Credit Return (157.06)                        
purchased tools and supplies then returned to add more items that were needed. Returned 157.06                         
Shovel  - unit #I37 18.60                           
Supplies unit #I37 228.22                         

NEWHALL VALENCIA LOCK & 98.55                           
Doorknob parts 98.55                           

O'CONNOR PHOTOGRAPHY COR 246.39                         
Headshots - Director Orzechowski 164.26                         
Headshots for New Directors - Kathye Armitage, Beth Braunstein, Peter Orzechowski 82.13                           

OFFICE DEPOT #2263 229.86                         
Organizer, pens, pins and shredder for Instrumentation shop 229.86                         

OFFICEMAX/DEPOT 6391 15.87                           
Labels for staff holiday cards 15.87                           

ORANGE COUNTY WATER ASSOC 10.00                           
PFAS Treatment in YLWD : An OCWA Webinar - K Abercrombie 10.00                           

O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 2822 221.70                         
New battery for unit 76 221.70                         

O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 3797 164.24                         
Floor jack. 164.24                         

PATTON'S 1,114.38                      
Steel for table 926.37                         
Steel for truck 188.01                         

PAYPAL  ASSOCIATION 224.00                         
Association of Water Agencies Educational Program 56.00                           
AWA WaterWise Breakfast Meeting - Registration - 01/21/21 - Director Ford 28.00                           
AWA WaterWise Breakfast Meeting - Registration - 01/21/21 - K. Martin 28.00                           
AWA Waterwise Breakfast Series - Registration - 02/18/21 - Director Orzechowski 28.00                           
AWA Waterwise Breakfast Series - Registration - 02/18/21 - S. Cole 28.00                           
AWA/CCWUC Educational Program - Registration - 01/27/21 - Director Cooper 28.00                           
CCWUC Educational Training - KA 28.00                           

PAYPAL  TRENDNET 433.53                         
Media Converters. RJ45 to fiber converter, to replace old converters for RV SCADA communication 433.53                         

PAYPAL  URBAN WATER 780.00                         
UWI Spring 2021 Virtual Conference - Registration 02/17-02/18/21 - Director Armitage 195.00                         
UWI Spring 2021 Virtual Conference - Registration 02/17-02/18/21 - Director Gladbach 195.00                         
UWI Spring 2021 Virtual Conference - Registration 02/17-02/18/21 - Director Martin 195.00                         
UWI Spring Virtual Water Conference - Registration - 02/17-02/17/21 - Director Braunstein 195.00                         

PAYPAL  WOMENS CONF 65.00                           
LA County Women's Leadership Conference - Registration - 03/23-03/25/21 - A. Jacobs, T. Bell 40.00                           
LA County Women's Leadership Conference 2021 - Registration 25.00                           

PAYPAL  ZOOM VIDEO CO 149.90                         
Standard Annual Membership 149.90                         

PETRO LOCK, INC. 3,514.95                      
Gasoline 12/16/20 3,514.95                      

PIZZA HUT 026206 71.68                           
bought pizzas for an over time mainline job on Abdale. Fed 6 guys 71.68                           

PPI/KAPLAN 2,798.02                      
PE Civil Construction OnDemand Course 6mo - Registration - 02/15-08/15/21 - D. Campos 2,798.02                      

PRAXAIR DIST INC 70163 331.49                         
Saw blades 331.49                         
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PREMIERE GLOBAL SERVICES 2,255.18                      

10/20-11/19/20 SERVICE 1,079.19                      
11/20-12/19 Service 1,152.14                      
12/20-1/19 SRVC 7.95                             
Duplicate Payment. Credit will be applied to next statement. PGI charged payment 3x in error. 15.90                           

RALPH'S #0084 113.06                         
Team building lunch/tailgate 113.06                         

RALPHS #0147 24.65                           
Vending Machine Supplies 24.65                           

REPUBLIC SERVICES TRASH 3,143.26                      
20 CU YRD RENTAL 11/1-11/30 87.15                           
20 CU YRD SERVICE 11/17/20 376.68                         
20yd Rental Dec 87.15                           
20yd Rental Jan 87.15                           
3yd Rental Feb 320.44                         
3yd Rental Jan 320.44                         
40 CU YRD RENTAL 11/1-11/30 204.00                         
40 CU YRD SERVICE 11/17/20 461.39                         
40yd Rental Dec 208.58                         
40yd SRVC/Rental Jan 669.84                         
SERVICE DECEMBER 2020 320.44                         

RUBIO'S #150 21.59                           
New CS Field rep lunch Jose V. 21.59                           

SAMS CLUB #4824 230.73                         
Office Supplies 70.56                           
Paper Towels for Warehouse Kitchen 18.59                           
Vending Machine Supplies 141.58                         

SAMSCLUB #4824 201.31                         
Vending Machine Supplies 201.31                         

SANTA CLARITA BEARING COM 81.73                           
Belts for a/c air handlers 81.73                           

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY CHAM 445.00                         
2021 Employment Law Update - Registration - 01/14/21 - Director Kelly 35.00                           
SCV Chamber 2021 Employment Law Update The Road to Compliance - Registration - 01/04/21 - R. Patterson 35.00                           
SCV Chamber of Commerce 98th Annual Awards  Installation - Registration - 01/28/21 - Director Cooper 50.00                           
SCV Chamber of Commerce 98th Annual Awards Installation- Registration - 1/28/21 - Directors Atkins, Gladbach, Kelly, Martin 260.00                         
SCV Chamber of Commerce 98th Annual Awards Installation- Registration - 1/28/21 - S. Cole 65.00                           

SCIENCE FIRST 553.25                         
Sampling device for NPDES 553.25                         

SCPMA-HR 75.00                           
SCMAHR Membership Renewal -Linda Pointer. 25.00                           
SCPMAHR Membership Renewal-Ari Mantis. 25.00                           
SCPMAHR Membership Renewal-JoAnna Brison. 25.00                           

SHERWIN WILLIAMS 708294 620.45                         
5 - Gallons primer 312.69                         
Supplies for B&G 307.76                         

SIMI AUTO SPA & SPEED WAS 39.95                           
agency vehicle car wash 39.95                           

SJV WATER 300.00                         
agency sponsorship (banner) - SJV Water 300.00                         

SMART AND FINAL 437 159.89                         
Office Supplies - Pine Street 159.89                         

SMART AND FINAL 468 118.86                         
Office supply 118.86                         

SO CAL TURF & TRACTOR 2,345.37                      
Tractor lam assembly and seat 2,345.37                      

SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RESOURCE 219.00                         
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TO SHRM 219.00                         

SP   BNI BUILDING NEWS 453.20                         
2021 Greenbook Standard Specification for Construction 453.20                         

SP   IMPACT ABSORBENTS 305.05                         
Replacement Absorbent Pads for RVWTP Chemical Spill Kit. 305.05                         

SPUDNUTS BAKERY CROISSANT 152.92                         
Doughnuts for morning tailgate/progress meeting 17.48                           
Rockefeller safety tailgate meeting snacks 54.81                           
Rockefeller Safety Training Meeting Snacks 12/10/2020 27.07                           
Rockefeller Safety Training Meeting snacks 12/3/2020 25.93                           
snacks for Safety Training at Rockefeller 1/7/2021 weekly safety meeting 27.63                           

SQ  VINCENZO'S PIZZA SAUG 142.78                         
Dinner for crews working a Mainline on Wellston Ave 72.15                           
Manny Russell retirement 70.63                           

STAPLES       00103069 53.62                           
JJ office supply 53.62                           
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STAPLES DIRECT 18.06                           

Office Supplies 18.06                           
STATERBROS130 73.87                           

Office Supplies - Pine Street 68.41                           
Sympathy Card - Pine Street 5.46                             

TACO BELL 036173 98.05                           
bought crew dinner for water main leak 98.05                           

THE GALLERY COLLECTION 1,816.43                      
Birthday cards for staff 902.67                         
Holiday cards for staff to include amazon gift cards 913.76                         

THE HOME DEPOT #0653 628.07                         
bought tools and supplies for our crew truck 153.96                         
DAP Silicone was used for U.P.S. cabinets 7.64                             
extension cord for ATT router at Summit during power outage 12.01                           
Extension cords and 3way adapters for #81#78#50 107.01                         
New Locking Door Handle for Women's Bathroom 32.82                           
Rags in a box Turbidity and shop use 128.22                         
Shelving unit, wood glue, rat traps 186.41                         

THE HOME DEPOT #1055 1,289.94                      
Batteries for server room doors 17.50                           
Black pipe 25.72                           
Bolts, and nuts. 59.74                           
Combination square 17.49                           
Concrete drill bits for truck I-67 136.75                         
Contact cleaner, Ethernet coupler 27.34                           
Crimper, continuity checker 92.38                           
Emergency antenna project parts and material for safety department. 54.88                           
Extension cords 115.31                         
Extra parts and material for safety department emergency antenna project. 47.62                           
lockable hasp 9.59                             
Multi tip screwdriver for vehicle N-61 107.17                         
Outlet box, butt splices 64.58                           
Receptacles, Ex Cord - Truck I58 135.39                         
Saw Blades, Masking Tape - UPS Cabinets - Santa Clarita Tank Sites 54.83                           
SDS Drill bit and Anchors were used to strap conduit to concrete wall for Newhall booster 2. 31.15                           
Shelving unit 196.01                         
Split loom was used for the U.P.S. cabinets for Santa Clarita tanks. Sanding disk wheels were used to fabricate aluminum plates for     42.45                           
Stainless Hardware, Silicone Sealant - Villa Booster Disconnect Rebuild 54.04                           

THE HOME DEPOT #6651 17.49                           
Metric socket set 17.49                           

THE HOME DEPOT 1055 1,329.74                      
Cord cover, wall plate, data jacks, 210.88                         
Cordless grease gun and batteries, charger and grease . for air handlers,bearings,and equipment. 377.84                         
Outlet box, cord cover, plastic bushing, box cover 86.68                           
Spray paint 91.76                           
Tools for Newhall truck 480.67                         
Tools for truck N58 81.91                           

THE HOME DEPOT 653 926.97                         
Portable Pressure washer wand, hose, attachments, and parts . 476.10                         
Replace broken impact swivel and old battery 240.80                         
Timbers for pulling wells Honby and Santa Clara 210.07                         

THE UPS STORE #1482 16.69                           
T-shirts sent to logo company 16.69                           

TPX COMMUNICATIONS 3,710.66                      
RVWTP SERVICE 11/16-12/15 997.66                         
RVWTP Service 12/16-1/15 978.54                         
RVWTP SRVC 1/16-2/15 1,734.46                      

TRACTOR SUPPLY #2264 1,090.57                      
Unit # I37 truck - receiver and ball hitch. 700.73                         
Unit I37 - Hand Tools 135.71                         
Unit I37 Supplies - Stock 222.45                         
Weld on hinges 31.68                           

TST  NOTHING BUNDT CAKES 550.00                         
Holiday lunch dessert 484.00                         
Manny Russell retirement 66.00                           

TYCON SYSTEMS INC 314.31                         
24dc radio power injectors. 314.31                         

USA BLUE BOOK 705.84                         
D-chlor tablets. 705.84                         

USPS KIOSK 0569529550 16.50                           
Stamps for flushing letters to schools. 16.50                           

USPS PO 0557840550 12.15                           
Postage Los Angeles County Recorder Office Norwalk CA 12.15                           
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USPS PO 0569500155 43.80                           

Postage 1.60                             
Postage - Pine Street 11.50                           
Returning faulty computer memory to Micron for warranty return. 30.70                           

USPS PO 0569520150 5.00                             
Postage for Sanitation District permit 5.00                             

VALLEY INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION 60.00                           
VIA Virtual Installation of 2021 BOD - Registration - 12/15/20 - Director Atkins - CREDIT to be issued by VIA 15.00                           
VIA Virtual Series - Registration - 02/06/21 - Director Martin 15.00                           
VIA Virtual Series - Registration Credit - 12/15/20 - Director Atkins (15.00)                          
VIA Virtual Series CA Get Digital! - Registration - 12/15/20 - Director Atkins 15.00                           
VIA Virtual Series CA Get Digital! - Registration - 12/15/20 - Director Gutzeit 15.00                           
VIA Virtual Series CA Get Digital! - Registration - 12/15/20 - Director Martin 15.00                           

VAN ESSEN INSTRUMENTS BV 1,594.00                      
Equipment for recharge feasibility studies 1,594.00                      

VER SALES INC 516.25                         
Polyester Pull Rope for ESFP. 516.25                         

VERIZONWRLSS RTCCR VB 46,454.89                    
CIMIS 10/11-11/10/20 38.01                           
CIMIS 11/11-12/10/20 38.01                           
CIMIS 12/11-1/10/21 38.01                           
EQUIPMENT 10/11-11/10/20 2,568.08                      
Equipment 11/11-12/10/20 2,279.83                      
Equipment 12/11-1/10/21 2,459.09                      
SERVICE 10/11-11/10/20 12,743.81                    
Service 11/11-12/10/20 13,197.25                    
Service 12/11-1/10/21 13,092.80                    

VISME 249.78                         
License renewal for online application VISME. 249.78                         

VONS #3325 317.85                         
Manny Russell retirement 317.85                         

WAL-MART #3523 30.50                           
Bottles for hand sanitizer 30.50                           

WM SUPERCENTER #3523 37.92                           
Luncheon 37.92                           

WPONCALL.COM 147.00                         
GSA Website maintenance 147.00                         

ZOHO CORPORATION 795.00                         
Password manager software 795.00                         

(blank)
(blank)

Grand Total 187,691.24                  
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NWD Credit Card Register ‐ American Express

For the month ending January 31, 2021

Merchant Name Description

Amazon Web Services AWS Service 5.58                

Amazon.com Office Supplies 24.08              

Amazon.com Office Supplies 18.22              

American Express Annual Membership Renewal Fee RP 75.00              

American Express Annual Membership Renewal Fee SC 75.00              

American Express Annual Membership Renewal Fee MA 75.00              

GoDaddy.com Web Hosting 2.99                

EIG*Constant Contact Monthly Electronic Newsletter Database 125.00            

WEB*Networksolutions Web Hosting & Web Forwarding  11.98              

Total American Express 412.85            

For the month ending February 28, 2021

Merchant Name Description

GoDaddy.com Web Hosting 2.99                

EIG*Constant Contact Monthly Electronic Newsletter Database 125.00            

WEB*Networksolutions Web Hosting & Web Forwarding  11.98              

Total American Express 139.97            

For the month ending March 31, 2021

Amazon.com Computer Supplies 593.54            

GoDaddy.com Web Hosting 127.86            

EIG*Constant Contact Monthly Electronic Newsletter Database 125.00            

WEB*Networksolutions Web Hosting & Web Forwarding  13.98              

Total American Express 860.38            

NWD FY 2021 Quarter 3 Total: 1,413.20$      
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Merchant Name Description Amount
Office Supplies- Summit Circle 7.67                 

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 76.65               

Test Meter Lead Set 108.41             

Office Supplies - Pine Street 64.59               

Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 270.31             

Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 2,529.34          

Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 481.80             

Safety PPE Supplies - All locations 70.05               

Floppy Disc Drive 27.25               

Amazon.com $3,636.07
Automationdirect.com Ethernet Switches for SCADA Enclosures 455.52             

Automationdirect.com $455.52
BestBuy.com Ups, Cable for Remote SCADA Computer 100.72             

BestBuy.com $100.72
Ind-Concepts PLC Communication Adapters 391.79             

Ind-Concepts $391.79
Jimmy Deans Monthly Birthday & Anniversary Celebration - November December and January 455.46             

Jimmy Deans $455.46
Lowe's Inspection Light - Small Tools 34.47               

Lowe's $34.47
Standard Annual Membership 149.90             

CCWUC Educational Training - KA 28.00               

Paypal $177.90
Office Supplies- Summit Circle 98.72               

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 63.60               

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 12.68               

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 12.72               

Office and Kitchen Supplies- Summit Circle 244.89             

Quill.com $432.61
Science First Sampling Device for NPDES 553.25             

Science First $553.25
Smart & Final Office Supplies - Pine Street 65.95               

Smart & Final $65.95
Tycon Systems Inc 24dc Radio Power Injectors 314.31             

Tycon Systems Inc $314.31
Postage Los Angeles County Recorder Office Norwalk CA 5.20                 

Postage Los Angeles County Recorder Office Norwalk CA 6.95                 

Postage - Pine Street 11.50               

USPS $23.65
Wal-Mart Bottles for Hand Sanitizer 30.50               

Wal-Mart $30.50

$6,672.20

Quill.com

USPS

CREDIT CARD GRAND TOTAL

SCV WATER
Santa Clarita Water Division

Credit Card Register

From: January 1, 2021 - January 31, 2021

Amazon.com

Paypal
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Merchant Name Description Amount
Kitchen and Office Supplies- Summit Circle 159.17             

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 19.59               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 62.16               

Wall Calendar- Golden Triangle 37.09               

Winch Chains for Lifting Unit 19 208.04             

Amazon.com $486.05
BNI Building News 2021 Greenbook Standard Specification for Construction 453.20             

BNI Building News $453.20
Carr Lane Mfg Company Pull Pins for Outriggers Unit 50 148.63             

Carr Lane Mfg Company $148.63
City Of Santa Clarita Certificate of Compliance Invoice from the City of Santa Clarita for S16-702 1,624.98          

City Of Santa Clarita $1,624.98
Costco Office Supplies - Pine Street 41.97               

Costco $41.97
Timbers for Pulling Wells Honby and Santa Clara 210.07             

Tools and supplies for crew truck 153.96             

Home Depot $364.03
Hr Manufacturing Co Deep Sockets for Cla Valve Unit 10 346.71             

Hr Manufacturing Co $346.71
Orange County Water Assoc PFAS Treatment in YLWD : An OCWA Webinar - K Abercrombie 10.00               

Orange County Water Assoc $10.00
Pizza Hut Meal for Mainline Break Abdale 71.68               

Pizza Hut $71.68
Sam's Club Paper Towels for Warehouse Kitchen 18.59               

Sam's Club $18.59
Office Supplies - Pine Street 65.96               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 27.98               

Smart & Final $93.94
Sympathy Card - Pine Street 5.46                 

Office Supplies - Pine Street 38.45               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 29.96               

Staterbros $73.87
Postage- Pine Street 1.60                 

Stamps for Flushing Letters to Schools 16.50               

USPS $18.10

$3,751.75

SCV WATER
Santa Clarita Water Division

Credit Card Register

From: February 1, 2021 - February 28, 2021

Amazon.com

Home Depot

Smart & Final

USPS

Staterbros

CREDIT CARD GRAND TOTAL
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Merchant Name Description Amount
Office Supplies- Summit Circle 22.40               

Office Supplies for Robert- Summit Circle 13.13               

Office Supplies for Inspectors- Summit Circle 173.20             

Kitchen Supplies- Summit Circle 54.60               

Office Supplies for Robert- Summit Circle 95.46               

Kitchen Supplies- Summit Circle 204.00             

Kitchen Supplies- Summit Circle 65.64               

Kitchen Supply- Summit Circle 91.32               

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 33.95               

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 63.48               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 33.20               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 259.83             

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 21.63               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 14.94               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 129.14             

Office Supplies- Summit Circle 98.11               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 17.39               

Kitchen Supplies-Summit Circle 65.64               

Office Supplies - Purell Hand Sanitizer- Pine Street 153.28             

Office Supplies - Purell Hand Sanitizing Wipes- Pine Street 191.55             

Office Supplies - Pine Street 55.88               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 62.51               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 119.56             

Office Supplies - Pine Street 28.24               

Office Supplies - Pine Street 122.86             

Office Supplies - Pine Street 164.20             

Office Supplies - Pine Street 76.82               

Office Supplies - Alcohol-Free Foaming Hand Sanitizer- Pine Street 86.48               

Portable Refrigerator for Water Quality 873.82             

Amazon.com $3,392.26
Cheesecake Factory Lunch Meeting with M. Stone and K. Abercrombie Regarding Operations Updates 46.70               

Cheesecake Factory $46.70
Chevron Gas for Unit #21 82.89               

Chevron $82.89
Costco Snacks for Various Meetings- Pine Street 70.45               

Costco $70.45
Backup UPS for SCADA Equipment 109.46             

Cat 6 Cables for SCADA Equipment 91.03               

Tools and Supplies for Crew Truck Unit 82.84               

Tools for Unit # 42 95.64               

Water Heater Replacement Parts Hoses- Golden Triangle 24.05               

Water Heater and Accessories- Golden Triangle 367.64             

Weed Killer and Sprayer for Yard- Golden Triangle 51.95               

Home Depot $822.61
Lucille's Supervisor Lunch Meeting 72.09               

Lucille's $72.09
Officemax Office Supplies - Pine Street 17.51               

Officemax $17.51

Panera Bread

North County Utility Coordination Committee Meeting SCV Water Agency ESS 

Hosted 627.80             

Panera Bread $627.80
Truck Pro Hydraulic Pump for Unit # S109 521.54             

Truck Pro $521.54
Varidesk VariDesk and Standing Mat for Joe Diaz - Safety 607.73             

Varidesk $607.73

$6,261.58CREDIT CARD GRAND TOTAL

Amazon.com

Home Depot

SCV WATER
Santa Clarita Water Division

Credit Card Register

From: March 1, 2021 - March 31, 2021
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Merchant Name Description Amount
There are no VWD issued credit cards; purchases made thru P-Cards.

Total -           

Credit Card Grand Total -           

SCV WATER - Valencia Water Division
Credit Card Register

From: January 1, 2021 - March 31, 2021
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REGIONAL DIVISION

FACILITY CAPACITY FEE REVENUES

FY 2020/21 as of March 31, 2021
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RESOLUTION NO. __ 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

PLACING IN NOMINATION WILLIAM COOPER 
AS A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 

CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES REGION 8 BOARD 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency does encourage 
and support the participation of its members in the affairs of the Association of California Water 
Agencies (ACWA); and 

WHEREAS, William Cooper is currently serving as a member of the ACWA Region 8 Board; 
and 

WHEREAS, William Cooper has indicated a desire to continue to serve as a member of the 
ACWA Region 8 Board. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA 
CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY: 

(i) Does place its full and unreserved support in the nomination of William Cooper for the 
position of member of ACWA Region 8 Board. 

(ii) Does hereby determine that the expenses attendant with the service of William 
Cooper in ACWA Region 8 shall be borne by the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency. 

Adopted and approved this 1st day of June 2021 . 

William Cooper, Director 
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

Gary Martin, President 

ATTEST: 

April Jacobs, Board Secretary 
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ACWA Region 8 
Rules & Regulations 

Each region shall organize and adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its meetings and affairs 
not inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation or bylaws of the Association {ACWA Bylaw V, 6.). 

Officers 

At least one of the chair or vice chair positions must be an elected/ appointed director from a 
member agency. 

The term of the chair and the vice chair shall allow for two successive two-year terms allowing a 
maximum of four consecutive years as chair or vice chair. 

The chair will appoint a secretary if one is deemed necessary. 

Meetings 

The Region 8 board shall approve all region programs and activities. 

Region 8 shall have a general membership meeting annually in addition to those meetings at the 

ACWA conferences. 

Attendance 

If a region chair or vice chair is no longer allowed to serve on the Board of Directors due to his/ her 
attendance, the region board shall appoint from the existing region board a new region officer. 

{ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 1.) 

If a region chair or vice chair misses three consecutive region board/ membership meetings, the 
same process shall be used to backfill the region officer position. {ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 1.) 

If a region board member has three consecutive unexcused absences from a region board meeting or 

general membership business meeting, the region board will convene to discuss options for removal 

of the inactive board member. If the vacancy causes the board to fail to meet the minimum 

requirement of five board members, the region must fill the vacancy according to its rules and 

regulations. {ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 3.) 

Elections 

All nominations received for the region chair, vice chair and board positions must be accompanied by 

a resolution of support from each sponsoring member agency, signed by an authorized 

representative of the Board of Directors. Only one individual may be nominated from a given agency 

to run for election to a region board. Agencies with representatives serving on the nominating 

Updated May 2011 
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committees should strive not to submit nominations for the region board from their agency. (ACWA 
Policy & Guideline P, 2.) 

Election ballots will be e-mailed to ACWA member agency general managers and presidents. 
The nominating committee shall consist of three to five members. 

The nominating committee shall pursue qualified members within the region to run for the region 
board; consider geographic diversity, agency size and focus in selecting a slate, nominate both 
elected/appointed officials and staff members as part of the Region 8 board; and preserve objectivity 
by not nominating a member of the nominating committee for any elected positions being 
considered. 

See the current region election timeline for specific dates. 

Endorsements 

ACWA, as a statewide organization, may endorse potential nominees and nominees for appointment 
to local, regional, and statewide commissions and boards. ACWA's regions may submit a 
recommendation for consideration and action to the ACWA Board of Directors to endorse a potential 
nominee or nominee for appointment to a local, regional or statewide commission or board. (ACWA 
Policy & Guideline P, 3.) 

Committee Recommendations & Representation 

All regions are given equal opportunity to recommend representatives of the region for appointment 
to a standing or regular committee of the Association. If a region fails to provide full representation 
on all ACWA committees, those committee slots will be left open for the remainder of the term or 
until such time as the region designates a representative to complete the remainder of the term. 
(ACWA Policy & Guideline P, 4. A.} 

At the first region board/ membership meeting of the term, regions shall designate a representative 
serving on each of the standing and regular committees to serve as the official reporter to and from 
the committee on behalf of the region to facilitate input and communication. (ACWA Policy & 
Guideline P, 4. B.} 

The chair and vice chair shall make all committee appointment recommendations to the ACWA 
committees, to be ratified by the Region 8 board prior to submission to the ACWA president for 
consideration. 

Tours 

ACWA may develop and conduct various tours for the regions. All tour attendees must sign a "release 
and waiver" to attend any and all region tours. Attendees agree to follow environmental guidelines 

Updated May 2011 
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and regulations in accordance with direction from ACWA staff; and will respect the rights and privacy 
of other attendees. (ACWA Policy & Guideline P, 6.) 

Finances 

See "Financial Guidelines for ACWA Region Events" document. 

Amending the Region Rules & Regulations 

ACWA policies and guidelines can be amended by approval of the ACWA Board of Directors. 
The Region 8 Rules & Regulations can be amended by a majority vote of those present at any Region 
8 meeting as long as a quorum is present. 

Updated May 2011 
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Background 

As a result of ACWA's 1993 strategic planning 
process, known as Vision 2000, ACWA 
modified its governance structure from one 
that was based on sections to a regional
based configuration. Ten regions were 
established to provide geographic balance 
and to group agencies with similar interests. 

Primary Charge of Regions 

To provide a structure where agencies 
can come together and discuss/ resolve 
issues of mutual concern and interest 
and based on that interaction, provide 
representative input to the ACWA board. 

To assist the Outreach Task Force in 
building local grassroots support for the 
ACWA Outreach Program in order to 
advance ACWMs legislative and regulatory 
priorities as determined by the ACWA 
Board and the State Legislative, Federal 
Affairs or other policy committees. 

To provide a forum to educate region 
members on ACWA's priorities and issues 
of local and statewide concern. 

To assist staff with association membership 
recruitment at the regional level. 

To recommend specific actions to the 
ACWA Board on local, regional, state and 
federal issues as well as to recommend 
endorsement for various government 
offices and positions. 

Region chairs and vice chairs, with support 
from their region boards, provide the 
regional leadership to fulfill this charge. 

Note: Individual region boards CANNOT take 
positions, action or disseminate communication 
on issues and endorsements without going 
through the ACWA Board structure. 

GENERAL DUTIES / RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 
REGION OFFICERS 

Region Chair 

Serves as a member of the ACWA Board of Directors at 
bimonthly meetings at such times and places as the Board 
may determine. The Chair will also call at least two Region 
membership meetings to be held at each of the ACWA 
Conferences and periodic Region Board meetings. 

Serves as a member of ACWA's Outreach Program, and 
encourages region involvement. Appoints Outreach Captain 
to help lead outreach effort within the region. 

Presides over all region activities and ensures that such activities 
promote and support accomplishment of ACWA's Goals. 

Makes joint recommendations to the ACWA President 
regarding regional appointments to all ACWA committees. 

Appoints representatives in concurrence of the region board, 
to serve on the region's nominating committee with the 
approval of the region board. 

Facilitates communication from the region board and the 
region membership to the ACWA board and staff. 

Region Vice Chair 

Serves as a member of the ACWA Board of Directors at 
bimonthly meetings at such times and places as the Board 
may determine. The Vice Chair will also participate in at least 
two Region membership meetings to be held at each of the 
ACWA Conferences and periodic Region Board meetings. 

Performs duties of the Region Chair in the absence of the chair. 

Serves as a member of ACWA's Outreach Program, and 
encourages region involvement. 

Makes joint recommendations to the ACWA president 
regarding regional appointments to all ACWA committees. 

Region Board Member 

Participate in at least two Region membership meetings to be 
held at each of the ACWA Conferences and periodic Region 
Board meetings. 

Supports program planning and activities for the region. 

Actively participates and encourages region involvement in 
ACWA's Outreach Program. 

May serve as alternate for the chair and/or vice chair in their 
absence (if appointed) to represent the region to the ACWA 
Board. 
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              

 
SUMMARY 
 
Staff is recommending approval of a resolution adopting an addendum to the Final 
Supplemental Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program Under the California Environmental Quality Act for the South End 
Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) Project (Modified Project). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
On August 10, 2017, Newhall County Water District’s Board of Directors adopted the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as 
the Lead Agency for the South End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) Project. And 
on August 23, 2017, the Castaic Lake Water Agency’s Board of Directors adopted the 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
(MMRP) as the Responsible Agency for the South End Recycled Water Main Extension 
(Phase 2C) Project by Resolution 3186. 
  
The project will provide recycled water to the south side of SCV Water’s service area by using 
recycled water produced at the Valencia Water Reclamation Plant. The South End (Phase 2C) 
Project, as defined in the adopted CEQA IS/MND (Original Project), would bring recycled 
water for irrigation purposes to customers in our southern service areas, including College of 
the Canyons, California Institute of the Arts, Placerita Middle School, Hart High School, 
Newhall Elementary School, and Newhall Park.  
 
The Original Project included a recycled water pipeline varying from 12 to 24 inches in 
diameter that would connect to the existing recycled water pipeline at the intersection of 
Valencia Boulevard and The Old Road and would terminate at Newhall Elementary School at 
11th Street and Walnut Street. Specifically, the pipeline alignment was proposed to run east of 
The Old Road along Valencia Boulevard to Rockwell Canyon Road. From there the line was 
proposed to extend south to McBean Parkway, and at McBean Parkway, two potential 
alignment options were proposed: Option 1 (preferred) having a total length of 23,560 linear 
feet, and Option 2 having total length of 22,990 linear feet. The recycled water pipeline in the 
Original Project was proposed to be constructed within public right-of-way of existing paved 
roads and within the existing Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel maintenance road. 

DATE: May 10, 2021 
 

TO: Board of Directors 
 

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. 
Chief Engineer 
 

SUBJECT: Approve a Resolution Adopting the Addendum to the Final Supplemental 
Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration Under the California 
Environmental Quality Act for the South End Recycled Water Main Extension 
(Phase 2C) Project 
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The original public review period for the IS/MND was from June 8, 2017 to July 7, 2017. 
However, in June 2017, the Notice of Intent (NOI) and Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension Project were 
recirculated to formally include the State Clearinghouse in the review process. Comments 
were received from three responders during the second public review period and the three 
comment letters that were received on the Recirculated Draft IS/MND are from the following 
agencies and organizations: 
 

• State of California, Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning 
Unit 

• State of California, Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
• Fernandeño Tataviam, Band of Mission Indians 

 
During final design, modifications to the original pipeline alignment, primarily to avoid 
complications of construction along the Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel and to serve 
additional SCV Water customers, were identified. The “Modified Project” would include 
construction of approximately 28,400 linear feet of new recycled water pipeline (5,410 feet 
longer than the pipeline alignment of the Original Project), with pipelines ranging in size from 8 
to 24 inches in diameter. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project, would convey 
recycled water from the existing Phase 1 recycled water distribution system to customers in 
the western portion of the City of Santa Clarita.  
 
The Modified Project would be constructed within the existing public right-of-way of existing 
paved roadways but would avoid construction in the maintenance road along the Pico Canyon 
Wash flood control channel. The pipeline would be constructed primarily along Valencia 
Boulevard, Rockwell Canyon Road, McBean Parkway, Orchard Village Road, 16th Street, 
Newhall Avenue and Tournament Road (a portion of which is a private road) within the City of 
Santa Clarita. A small portion of pipeline in Valencia Boulevard, west of Interstate 5 (I-5), 
would be located in unincorporated Los Angeles County. Many sections of the Modified 
Project pipeline alignment correspond to portions of the two optional alignments evaluated in 
the Recirculated MND. Pipeline sections of the Modified Project that were not a part of the 
Original Project are located on Tourney Road, Valencia Boulevard east of Rockwell Canyon 
Road, McBean Parkway west of its intersection with Tournament Road/Rockwell Canyon 
Road, Golfview Drive, Player Drive, 16th Street, and a portion of Newhall Avenue. 
 
SCV Water has advertised this addendum on its website for public review from March 23, 2021 
to April 23, 2021. Here is a link to the addendum on the SCV Water’s website:  
 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Addendum-Phase-2C-Recycled-Water-
Main-Extension_March-2021.pdf 
 
Here is a link to the 2017 Recirculated MND on the SCV Water’s website: 
 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/NCWD-Phase-2C-IS-MND_Recirculated-
June-2017.pdf 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CONSIDERATIONS 
 
With the assistance of Woodard & Curran, an Addendum to the Phase 2C South End 
Recycled Water Main Extension Recirculated Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared to 
analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with project modifications to the 
Original Project.  
 
In accordance with Section 15164(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, an Addendum to an MND 
can be prepared by the Lead Agency that prepared the original MND, or by a responsible 
agency if some changes or additions are necessary. Furthermore, the conditions that require 
preparation of a Subsequent MND, as described in Section 15162(a) of the CEQA Guidelines 
are not met, therefore an Addendum to the Recirculated MND is the appropriate level of 
CEQA documentation for the Modified Project. 
 
The environmental evaluation in the Addendum has concluded that there are no substantial 
changes proposed in the Modified Project, nor substantial changes in the circumstances under 
which the Modified Project would be undertaken, which would require major revisions of the 
Recirculated MND due to new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 
severity of previously identified significant effects. The environmental evaluation in this 
Addendum has concluded that the impacts of the Modified Project are consistent with the 
impacts of the Original Project in the Recirculated MND. 
 
There are no new significant impacts resulting from implementation of the Modified Project, nor 
are there any substantial increases in the severity of any previously identified environmental 
impacts, and no new mitigation measures would be required. 
 
FINAL CEQA DOCUMENTS FOR BOARD APPROVAL  
 
The State CEQA guidelines Section 15164(d) require the decision-making body to consider the 
Addendum with the MND prior to making a decision on the project. Adoption of the Addendum 
to the MND is dependent on the finding by the Board of Directors that, based on the whole 
record before it, there is no substantial evidence that the proposed project will have a significant 
impact on the environment, and that the Addendum to the MND reflects the lead Agency’s 
independent judgment and analysis. The Addendum to the MND is attached to the resolution  
as Exhibit A.   
 
The environmental analysis in this Addendum and all feasible mitigation measures identified in 
the Recirculated MND would be incorporated into the resolutions approving the Modified 
Project. 
 
All of the above documentation, including other materials that constitute the record of 
proceedings upon which the lead Agency decision is based, is on file at Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency, 26521 Summit Circle, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. 
 
On May 6, 2021, the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve a resolution adopting the addendum to the Final Supplemental 
Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration under the California Environmental Quality Act for 
the South End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) Project. 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Engineering & Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve a 
resolution adopting the Addendum to South End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) 
Project Recirculated Mitigated Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse [SCH] No. 
2017061015). 
 
Attachments 

86

ajacobs
Matt Stone



 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV______ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY ADOPTING  

AN ADDENDUM TO THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND MITIGATION 
MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM UNDER THE CALIFORNIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT FOR THE SOUTH END RECYCLED WATER MAIN 
EXTENSION (PHASE 2C) PROJECT (SCH NO. SCH# 2017061015) 

 
WHEREAS, the Agency determined that recycled water is an important component of 
future water supplies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed South End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) 
Project (Project) is a component of the Recycled Water Master Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency prepared and the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA) Board of 
Directors certified a Program Environmental Impact Report and adopted a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations for the Recycled Water Master Plan on March 28, 2007; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 10, 2017, NCWD have adopted the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the 
Lead Agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 23, 2017, CLWA have adopted the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the 
Responsible Agency by Resolution 3186 since CLWA will take the lead on applying for 
construction grants and aids; and 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2021, an Addendum to the MND was prepared to analyze 
changes to potential environmental impacts due to pipeline alignment modifications of 
the proposed South End Recycled Water Main Extension (Phase 2C) Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s Board of Directors needs to review the Addendum to the 
Recirculated Mitigated Negative Declaration attached as Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Board will need to adopt the Addendum to the Recirculated MND as the 
lead agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s Board of Directors has determined that the proposed Project 
can be approved because there is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record 
that the Project may have a significant effect on the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency and its Board of Directors have considered all of the information 
presented to it as set forth above and this Resolution and action taken hereby is a result 
of the Board’s independent judgment and analysis. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the SCV Water Board does hereby find 
and determine as follows:  
 

SECTION 1.  RECITALS.  SCV Water finds that the foregoing recitals are true 
and correct and are incorporated herein as substantive findings of this Resolution.  
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SECTION 2.  COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY ACT.  As a decision-making body for the Project, SCV Water has reviewed 
and considered the information contained in the addendum to the Recirculated MND, 
comments received, and other documents contained in the administrative record for the 
Project.  Based on SCV Water’s independent review and analysis, SCV Water finds that 
the Addendum to the Recirculated MND and administrative record contain a complete 
and accurate reporting of the environmental impacts associated with the Project, and 
that the Addendum to the Recirculated MND has been completed in compliance with 
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. 

 
SECTION 3.  FINDINGS ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.  Based on the whole 

record before it, including the Addendum to the Recirculated MND, the administrative 
record, and all other written and oral evidence presented to SCV Water, SCV Water 
finds that all environmental impacts of the Project are either less than significant or can 
be mitigated to a level of less than significant under the mitigation measures outlined in 
the original Recirculated MND and the MMRP. SCV Water finds that substantial 
evidence fully supports the conclusion that no significant and unavoidable impacts will 
occur and that, alternatively, there is no substantial evidence in the administrative record 
supporting a fair argument that the Project may result in any significant environmental 
impacts. SCV Water finds that the Addendum to the Recirculated MND contains a 
complete, objective, and accurate reporting of the environmental impacts associated 
with the Modified Project and reflects the independent judgment and analysis of SCV 
Water. 

 
SECTION 4.  ADOPTION OF THE ADDENDUM TO THE RECIRCULATED 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION.  SCV Water hereby approves and adopts the 
Addendum to the Recirculated MND as the lead agency. 

 
SECTION 5.  LOCATION AND CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS.  The documents 

and materials associated with the Project and the Addendum to the Recirculated MND 
that constitute the record of proceedings on which these findings are based are located 
at the offices of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Rd, 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350. The Custodian of Record is April Jacobs. 

 
SECTION 6. NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. The SCV Water hereby directs 

staff to prepare, execute, and file a Notice of Determination with the Los Angeles County 
Clerk’s office and the Office of Planning and Research within five (5) working days of 
adoption of this Resolution.   
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1. INTRODUCTION  

This document is an Addendum to Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension Project 
Recirculated Mitigated Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse [SCH] No. 2017061015) (referred to 

hereafter as the “Recirculated MND”). The Addendum to the Recirculated MND has been prepared 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 

21000 et seq.  

1.1 Project Background  

On January 12, 2017, Newhall County Water District (NCWD) adopted the Final Mitigated Negative 

Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Phase 2C South End Recycled Water 

Main Extension Project (Approved Project). However, in June 2017, the Notice of Intent (NOI) and Draft 

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main 

Extension Project were recirculated to formally include the State Clearinghouse in the review process. The 

recirculation was strictly procedural and included no changes to the Approved Project, nor any changes to 
the findings of the IS/MND or mitigation measures. Note that while the NCWD acted as the lead agency 

for the Recirculated MND, the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (SCVWA) serves as the lead agency for 

this Addendum. SCVWA was formed in January 2018 and is comprised of the former NCWD as well as 

the former Castaic Lake Water Agency, Santa Clarita Water District, and Valencia Water Company (VWC).  

1.1.1 Original Approved Project 

The Recirculated MND analyzed the environmental impacts of construction and operation of a new phase 

to the existing Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA) recycled water system. The Approved Project included 

a recycled water pipeline varying from 12 to 24 inches in diameter that would connect to the existing 
recycled water pipeline at the intersection of Valencia Boulevard and The Old Road and would terminate 

at Newhall Elementary School at 11th and Walnut Streets. Specifically, the pipeline alignment was proposed 

to run east of The Old Road along Valencia Boulevard to Rockwell Canyon Road. From there the line was 
proposed to extend south to McBean Parkway, and at McBean Parkway, two potential alignment options 

were proposed: Option 1 (preferred) having a total length of 23,560 linear feet, and Option 2 having total 

length of 22,990 linear feet (See Figure 1-1). The recycled water pipeline in the Approved Project was 

proposed to be constructed within public right-of-way of existing paved roads and within the existing Pico 

Canyon Wash flood control channel maintenance road.  

1.1.2 Proposed Modified Project 

In 2018 SCVWA re-evaluated the recycled water pipeline alignment and proposed several changes set forth 

in South-End (Phase 2C) Recycled Water Main Extension Project Final Design Report (Woodard & Curran 
2018). The final design included modifications to the original pipeline alignment, primarily to avoid 

complications of construction along the Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel, and to serve additional 

SCVWA customers. The “Modified Project” would include construction of approximately 28,400 linear 

feet of new recycled water pipeline (5,410 feet longer than the pipeline alignment of the Approved Project), 
with pipelines ranging in size from 8 to 24 inches in diameter. As with the Approved Project, the Modified 

Project, would convey recycled water from the existing Phase 1 recycled water distribution system to 

customers in the western portion of the City of Santa Clarita. The Modified Project would be constructed 
within the existing public right-of-way of existing paved roadways, but would avoid construction in the 

maintenance road along the Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel. The pipeline would be constructed 

primarily along Valencia Boulevard, Rockwell Canyon Road, McBean Parkway, Orchard Village Road, 
16th Street, Newhall Avenue and Tournament Road (a portion of which is a private road) within the City of 
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Santa Clarita. A small portion of pipeline in Valencia Boulevard, west of Interstate 5 (I-5), would be located 

in unincorporated Los Angeles County. Figure 1-2 shows the alignment of the Modified Project. Many 

sections of the Modified pipeline alignment correspond to portions of the two optional alignments evaluated 

in the Recirculated MND. Error! Reference source not found. shows a comparison of the original approved a

lignment and the proposed modified alignment. Pipeline sections of the Modified Project that were not a 
part of the Approved Project are located on Tourney Road, Valencia Boulevard east of Rockwell Canyon 

Road, McBean Parkway west of its intersection with Tournament Road/Rockwell Canyon Road, Golfview 

Drive, Player Drive, 16th Street, and a portion of Newhall Avenue. 

1.2 Purpose of Addendum 

This Addendum to the Recirculated MND addresses potential environmental effects of the construction and 

operation of the Modified Project as shown in Figure 1-2 (and discussed in greater detail in Section 2). The 

Recirculated MND and this Addendum, together with the other documents incorporated by reference 

herein, serve as the environmental review of the Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension 

Project (Modified Project), as required pursuant to the provisions of CEQA, the CEQA Guidelines, 14 

California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15000 et seq. The environmental analysis in this Addendum 
and all feasible mitigation measures identified in the Recirculated MND would be incorporated into the 

resolutions approving the Modified Project.
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1.3 Basis for Addendum 

Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines states: “The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an 
addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the 

conditions described in Section 15162 calling for the preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred.” 
Pursuant to Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines, no subsequent EIR may be required for the project 
unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence, that one or more of the following 

conditions are met: 

A. When an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no subsequent EIR 
shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial 

evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the following: 

(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which would require major revisions of the 

previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental 

effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; 

(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is 

undertaken which would require major revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration 
due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects; or 

(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as 

complete or the negative declaration was adopted, shows any of the following: 

(a) The project would have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 

EIR or negative declaration; 

(b) Significant effects previously examined would be substantially more severe than 

shown in the previous EIR; 

(c) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact 
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 

project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 

alternative; or 

(d) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those 
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects 

on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure 

or alternative. 

B. If changes to a project or its circumstances occur or new information becomes available after 

adoption of a negative declaration, the lead agency shall prepare a subsequent EIR if required under 

subdivision a). Otherwise the lead agency shall determine whether to prepare a subsequent negative 

declaration, an addendum, or no further documentation.  

C. Once a project has been approved, the lead agency’s role in project approval is completed, unless 
further discretionary approval on that project is required. Information appearing after an approval 

does not require reopening of that approval. If after the project is approved, any of the conditions 
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described in subdivision a) occurs, a subsequent EIR or negative declaration shall only be prepared 

by the public agency which grants the next discretionary approval for the project, if any. In this 

situation no other responsible agency shall grant an approval for the project until the subsequent 

EIR has been certified or subsequent negative declaration adopted. 

SCVWA has assessed the proposed project modifications in light of the requirements defined under Section 
15162 of the CEQA Guidelines. As discussed in this Addendum, none of the conditions requiring 

preparation of a subsequent negative declaration under Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines are satisfied.  

1.4 Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 

This Addendum uses an Environmental Checklist Form, pursuant to Section 15063(d)(3) of the CEQA 

Guidelines, that compares the anticipated environmental effects of the proposed Project with those 

disclosed in the Recirculated MND, and reviews whether any of the conditions requiring preparation of a 

Subsequent negative declaration or EIR pursuant to Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines are met, and 
whether there are new significant impacts resulting from the proposed Project. The Environmental 

Checklist Form is used to review the potential environmental effects of the proposed Project for each of the 

following areas: 

• Aesthetics; 

• Agriculture and Forestry Resources; 

• Air Quality; 
• Biological Resources; 

• Cultural Resources; 

• Geology and Soils; 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions; 
• Energy; 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials; 

• Hydrology and Water Quality; 
• Land Use and Planning; 

• Mineral Resources; 

• Noise; 

• Population and Housing; 
• Public Services; 

• Recreation; 

• Transportation and Traffic;  
• Tribal Cultural Resources; 

• Utilities and Service Systems; and  

• Wildfire Risk. 

There are four possible responses to each of the questions included on the Environmental Checklist Form: 

Reduced Impact. The impacts of the Modified Project would be less than those of the original 

Approved Project. 

No New Impact/No Impact. The Modified Project would result in no or no new impact compared to 

the original Approved Project. 

New Mitigation Required. The Modified Project would result in a new or substantially greater impact 

compared to the original Approved Project and new mitigation would be required to reduce the impact 

to a less than significant level.  
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New Potentially Significant Impact. The Modified Project would result in a new impact or 

substantially greater impact compared to the original Approved Project. A subsequent MND would be 

required. 

1.5 Summary of Findings 

The environmental evaluation in this Addendum has concluded that there are no substantial changes 

proposed in the Modified Project, nor substantial changes in the circumstances under which the Modified 
Project would be undertaken, which would require major revisions of the Recirculated MND due to new 

significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 

effects. The environmental evaluation in this Addendum has concluded that the impacts of the Modified 
Project are consistent with the impacts of the original Approved Project in the Recirculated MND. There 

are no new significant impacts resulting from implementation of the Modified Project, nor are there any 

substantial increases in the severity of any previously identified environmental impacts, and no new 

mitigation measures would be required. The environmental analysis in this Addendum and all feasible 
mitigation measures identified in the Recirculated MND would be incorporated into the resolutions 

approving the Modified Project.
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2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Purpose of Project 

SCVWA currently provides recycled water for irrigation to a subset of its customers. SCVWA is in the 

process of adding new recycled water pipelines to serve additional customers. By using recycled water for 
irrigation, SCVWA preserves potable water for domestic uses. The use of recycled water also helps reduce 

reliance on expensive imported water supplies, enhances water supply reliability, and diversifies SCVWA’s 
water portfolio. 

The proposed Modified Project would expand the use of recycled water in the western portion of the City 

of Santa Clarita to provide customers (such as parks, schools and golf courses) with recycled water for 

irrigation. The recycled water would be supplied by the Valencia Water Reclamation Plant (WRP), which 

provides recycled water to customers via the existing recycled water system (Phase 1) and would provide 

recycled water to customers served by the future West Ranch (Phase 2D) system and the proposed Modified 

Project.  

2.2 Description of Modified Project 

A design report entitled South-End (Phase 2C) Recycled Water Main Extension Project Final Design 

Report was prepared for SCVWA by Woodard & Curran in December 2018, and defined the proposed 

components of the Modified Project including facility sizing, design criteria, pipeline alignment, pipeline 
materials, preliminary construction cost estimates, permitting and right-of-way requirements. As discussed 

in the final design report, approximately 28,400 linear feet of pipeline would be constructed to convey 

recycled water from the existing Phase 1 distribution system to customers in the City of Santa Clarita. 
Recycled water would be expected to serve approximately 60 users along Valencia Boulevard, Rockwell 

Canyon Road, McBean Parkway, Orchard Village Road, Newhall Avenue, and other nearby streets. The 

major customers would be College of the Canyons, California Institute of the Arts, Newhall Elementary 

School, Hart High School, Placerita Junior High School, Newhall Park and Vista Valencia Golf Course. 

The pipeline would be installed in existing paved roadways in the public right-of-way of Valencia 

Boulevard, Tourney Road, Rockwell Canyon Road, McBean Parkway, Tournament Road, Golfview Drive, 

Player Drive, Orchard Village Road, 16th Street, and Newhall Avenue. No booster station would be 

constructed as part of the Modified Project.  

As shown in Figure 2-1, the proposed pipeline diameter varies between 8 and 24 inches in diameter. 

Expected linear footage of each pipeline size is as follows: 

• 24-inch diameter – 7,800 linear feet 

• 18-inch diameter – 430 linear feet 

• 16-inch diameter – 3,800 linear feet 

• 12-inch diameter – 8,350 linear feet 

• 8-inch diameter – 7,750 linear feet 

Excavation to install the recycled water pipeline line would range in depth from a minimum of 6.5 feet 

below ground surface (bgs) to a maximum of 13 feet bgs. The recycled water pipeline would be installed 

using a conventional open cut trench method, except for a small section at the intersection of 16th Street and 

Newhall Avenue, which would be installed using jack and bore method to avoid disturbance of an existing 

storm drain. 
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Similar to the original Approved Project, two crossings are required for the Modified Project: a Caltrans 

crossing of I-5 along the Valencia Boulevard bridge and a crossing of the Santa Clara River along the 

Orchard Village Road bridge owned by Los Angeles County. Pending approval by Caltrans, the pipeline 
along the Valencia Boulevard bridge would be installed in an open bridge cell. If installation of the pipeline 

within the bridge is not approved, trenchless methods, (e.g., jack-and-bore) would be required to cross I-5. 

Pending approval by Los Angeles County, the pipeline would be installed on the Orchard Village Road 

bridge using existing anchors that allow utilities to be installed hanging from the bridge deck. Due to the 
height of the bridge, it may be necessary to access the bridge from within the riverbed of the Santa Clara 

River. If this access were to create a temporary disturbance to jurisdictional resources of the Santa Clara 

River, appropriate permits would be obtained from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (CDFW).  

The Modified Project also includes installation of one additional 250-horsepower pump for the Valencia 

WRP at Pump Station 1, which is similar to the original Approved Project. The two existing pumps at the 

pump station currently provide adequate pressure to operate the Modified Project, however a third pump 

would be installed as a redundant standby pump. The infrastructure for a third (and fourth) pump, including 
the pump can, conduits, and starter enclosure were installed when the pump station was first constructed. 

A new motor starter and discharge piping would be required to complete the installation.  

The addition of a new standby pump at the Valencia WRP is not a modification of the original Approved 

Project. The primary modifications of the Approved Project are the proposed changes to the pipeline 

alignment. Therefore, the environmental evaluation in this Addendum focuses on changes in impacts 

associated with the modified alignment. 

Construction Equipment and Staging  

The following construction equipment mix would be considered peak activity for construction of the 

pipeline alignment of the Modified Project: two excavators, one tractor/loader/backhoe, one paver, one 

compactor, approximately five haul truck trips for soils disposal (hauled to the Chiquita Landfill, 
approximately 8 miles to the northwest off Highway 126), approximately 28 transfers of concrete for slurry 

backfill, asphalt, and sand, and approximately 12 worker vehicle trips. Construction staging would occur 

in the public right-of-way. 

A total of 28,400 linear feet of pipeline would be installed at an average rate of 100 feet per day; therefore, 

approximately 284 workdays would be needed for pipeline installation. Paving would be conducted 

sequentially over an approximate 10-day period following installation of the pipeline.  In total, 
approximately 294 days of construction is estimated for completion of the Modified Project, with an 

average of 22 construction days available per month. 

Construction Best Management Practices 

The contract documents for the Modified Project would include standard construction best management 

practices including, but not limited to: 

• Obtain coverage under the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Construction General 

Permit and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

• Identify existing underground utilities through Underground Service Alert. 
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• Prepare a project-specific traffic control management plan for review and approval by the City of 

Santa Clarita; coordinate with local emergency response agencies to address truck traffic on local 
access roads, and ensure emergency crews have adequate access on local streets and at the project 

site during project construction. 

• Comply with South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 403.1 to control 
dust during construction. The contractor is required to have an approved Fugitive Dust Control 

Plan prior to grading or excavation.  

• Comply with the California Air Resources Boards (CARB) In-Use Off-Road Diesel-Fueled Fleets 

Regulations, which would limit vehicle idling time to five minutes, restrict adding vehicles to 
construction fleets that have lower than Tier 3 engines, and establish a schedule for retiring older, 

less fuel-efficient engines from the construction fleet. 

• Prepare a Hazardous Materials Management and Spill Control Plan to manage hazardous materials, 

wastes and any potential spills during construction. 

Construction Schedule 

Construction of the Modified Project is expected to take approximately 13 months to complete, with an 

estimated start in January 2022 and completion in February 2023.  

Project Operation and Maintenance 

The Modified Project consists of a buried recycled water main, which would require minimal operational 

activity. The pipelines would require minimal long-term energy use and minimal additional SCVWA 

operation and maintenance activities. The new pump installed in Pump Station 1 would be a redundant 

standby pump and would not increase energy use. Maintenance of the new pump would be combined with 

existing SCVWA maintenance visits to Pump Station 1.  

2.3 Permits and Discretionary Approvals 

The following permits and approvals would be required for implementation of the Modified Project: 

• SCVWA adoption of the Addendum to the Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension 

Project Recirculated MND.  

• Encroachment Permit from the City of Santa Clarita for work in the public right of way. 

• Encroachment Permit from County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works for work in the 

public right of way along Valencia Boulevard west of I-5.  

• Flood Control Permit from Los Angeles County Flood Control District for crossing of flood control 

facilities and the Santa Clara River. 

• Encroachment Permit from the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for 

encroachment on the Caltrans right of way at Valencia Boulevard and I-5. 

• Clean Water Act Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the USACE for any temporary work 

disturbance in the riverbed of the Santa Clara River during bridge installation of the pipeline  

• Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB for any temporary 

work disturbance in the riverbed of the Santa Clara River during bridge installation of the pipeline 
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• Potentially a Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA) from the CDFW to access the riverbed of the 

Santa Clara River during bridge installation of the pipeline. Submittal of a Notification would be 

required and CDFW would decide if a SAA is required  

• Notice of Intent to obtain coverage under the California General Permit for Stormwater 

Discharges Associated with Construction Activities  

• Potentially, a SCAQMD Permit to Construct/Operate a standby generator if needed for the 

standby pump.  
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1.  Project title:   Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension 

 

2. Lead agency name and address:   Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

   26521 Summit Circle 

   Santa Clarita, California 91350 
   

3. Contact person and phone number:   Rick Vasilopulos 

  Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 
  26501 Summit Circle 

  Santa Clarita, California 91350 

   (661) 705-7912 

 
4. Project location:  The Modified Project is generally located along existing 

paved public roadways (within the public Right‐of‐
way) primarily in the City of Santa Clarita, with a small 
portion in Los Angeles County, generally along Valencia 

Boulevard on the north, south along Rockwell Canyon 

Road and Tournament Road, east along McBean 
Parkway, and further east and south along 16th Street and 

Newhall Avenue.  

 

5. Project sponsor’s name and address:  Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 
   26521 Summit Circle 

   Santa Clarita, CA 91350 

 
6. General plan designations:  N/A (public roadway) 

   

7. Zoning:   N/A (public roadway) 
 

8. Description of project:  The Modified Project involves the expansion of recycled 

water use in the western portion of the City of Santa 

Clarita to serve the irrigation needs of existing parks, 
schools and golf courses. The project includes the 

construction and operation of 28,400 linear feet of 

recycled water pipeline varying in size from 8- to 24- 
inches in diameter, located with existing roadways. The 

Modified Project also includes the addition of a standby 

pump at CVWA’s existing Valencia Water Reclamation 

Plant.  
 

9. Surrounding land uses and setting:  The project is surrounded by a variety of land uses,  

  including residential uses, schools and colleges, public  
 facilities, business park, commercial uses, public parks, 

recreational uses, and open space.  
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10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 

participation agreement.) 

Approvals and permits will be required from:  

▪ City of Santa Clarita 

▪ Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 

▪ Los Angeles County Flood Control District  
▪ California Department of Transportation  

▪ State Water Resources Control Board 

▪ South Coast Air Quality Management District (potentially) 
▪ California Department of Fish and Wildlife (potentially) 

▪ United States Army Corps of Engineers (potentially) 

▪ Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (potentially) 

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project 

area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2180.3.1? If so, is there 

a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts 

to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.? 

Yes, three Native American tribes have requested formal notification pursuant to Public Resources 

Code section 2180.3.1, including the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (FTBMI), the 
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation, and the Gabrieleño Tongva Band of Mission 

Indians. As part of the Recirculated MND, SCVWA met with the FTBMI, who are traditionally and 

culturally affiliated with the Project area. As a result of the meeting, SCVWA revised two cultural 
resources mitigation measures to include notification of the FTBMI Tribal Historical and Cultural 

Preservation Officer in the event cultural resources or human remains are encountered during 

construction, as well as procedures to follow in the event human remains are encountered.  

 

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 

The environmental factors checked below were determined to be potentially affected by the Modified 

Project, involving at least one impact that is Less than Significant with Mitigation. However none were 

found to be new significant environmental effects or to be previously identified effects that have a 

substantial increase in severity either due to a change in the project, change in circumstances, or new 
information of substantial importance, as indicated by the checklist and discussion in Section 5 of this 

Addendum. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture and Forestry Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Energy  

 Geology / Soils   Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

 Hydrology / Water Quality  Land Use / Planning  Mineral Resources 

 Noise  Population / Housing  Public Services 

 Recreation  Transportation  Tribal Cultural Resources 

 Utilities / Service Systems  Wildfire  Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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4. DETERMINATION 

The Environmental Checklist in Section 5 is an analysis of environmental impacts of construction and 
operation of the modified Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension, as currently described in 

Section 2, Project Description. The analysis in the checklist evaluates whether construction and operation 

of the Modified Project would result in new impacts or increase the severity of impacts in comparison to 

the impacts identified in the 2017 Recirculated Mitigated Negative Declaration (Recirculated MND) for 
the original Approved Project. The analysis also examines whether the applicable mitigation measures in 

the Recirculated MND would be effective in avoiding or reducing potential significant impacts of the 

Modified Project, or whether new mitigation measures would be needed to mitigate impacts.  

Based on the information and analysis contained in this Addendum, and pursuant to Section 15162 of the 

CCR, SCVWA has determined that: 

(1) There are no substantial changes proposed in the project which would require major revisions of 

the Recirculated MND due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 

substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. 

(2) Substantial changes have not occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the project 
is undertaken which would require major revisions of the Recirculated MND due to the 

involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 

previously identified significant effects. 

(3) There is no new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have 

been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the Recirculated MND was 

adopted , that shows any of the following: 

a) The project would have one or more significant effects not discussed in the Recirculated 
MND; 

b) Significant effects previously examined would be substantially more severe than shown in 

the Recirculated MND;  
c) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be 

feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but 

the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; and 
d) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed 

in the Recirculated MND would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the 

environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 

alternative. 

Matthew Stone   For Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

General Manager    

    
  

    

Signature   Date 
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

5.1 Aesthetics   

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 

21099, would the Modified Project: 

 

 a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

 

 b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but     
  not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 

buildings within a state scenic highway? 

 

 c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the      
  existing visual character or quality of public views 

of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are 

those that are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the Project is in an urbanized area, 

would the Project conflict with applicable zoning 

and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

 
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which      

would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the  

area? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project in the Recirculated MND would have no permanent impacts to scenic vistas and 

designated scenic resources because there are no designated scenic vistas within the project area and the 

completed project would be a belowground pipeline. The proposed pipeline would run along Valencia 

Boulevard and cross over Interstate 5 (I-5), which is designated as an “Eligible State Scenic Highway”. 

This crossing is not located in the potentially scenic areas described by Caltrans and SCVWA would obtain 

all necessary Caltrans encroachment permits before construction activities. As such, impacts on a scenic 

highway were determined to be less than significant, and no mitigation was required. During construction 
visual impacts of construction activities and equipment would be short-term and temporary. The proposed 

pipeline would be located belowground within existing roadways and the project area would be returned to 

pre-construction conditions. The project would not result in any above ground structures or new source of 

substantial light or glare. No mitigation would be required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project:  

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

No New Impact. There are no designated scenic vistas within the vicinity of the Modified Project. Pipeline 

sections of the Modified Project that were not a part of the Approved Project are located within existing 
roadways of primarily developed neighborhoods, and there would be no pipeline along the maintenance 

road of the Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel. Visual impacts associated with construction vehicles 
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and equipment would be temporary and roadways would be restored to pre-construction conditions after 

pipeline installation.  

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create new significant visual 

impacts or create a substantial increase in the severity of significant impacts to scenic vistas identified in 

the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required.  

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 

historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project would not impact scenic resources because there are no such 

resources in the viewshed of the project area. Pipeline sections of the Modified Project that were not a part 

of the Approved Project are located within existing roadways of primarily developed neighborhoods. There 

are no officially designated scenic highways in the vicinity of the Modified Project and no aboveground 

infrastructure would be constructed that would block existing views or degrade the visual character of the 

existing roadways.  

The Modified Project would not create new significant visual impacts or create a substantial increase in the 

severity of any significant impacts to scenic vistas identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation 

would be required.  

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views 

of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible 

vantage point). If the Project is in an urbanized area, would the Project conflict with applicable zoning 

and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is primarily located in an urbanized portion of the City of Santa 

Clarita. Existing policies and ordinances governing scenic and aesthetic quality in the Modified Project area 

are included in the City of Santa Clarita General Plan, City of Santa Clarita Municipal Code, and City of 

Santa Clarita Beautification Master Plan. Pipeline sections of the Modified Project that were not a part of 

the Approved Project are located within existing roadways of primarily developed neighborhoods. 
Construction of the Modified Project would result in temporary views of construction vehicles and 

equipment along existing paved roadways. Roadways would be returned to pre-construction conditions. 

Once completed the Modified Project would be located below ground, not visible to the surrounding 
community, and therefore, would not conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic 

quality, nor impact a scenic resource protected by local policies or ordinances. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create conflicts with policies 

or ordinances governing scenic resources or create a substantial increase in the severity of such impacts 

identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views 

in the area? 

No New Impact. Construction of the Modified Project would occur during daytime hours on paved roads 

within the existing public right-of-way and would not result in a new source of light and glare. Once 

completed, the recycled water pipeline would be belowground and would not be a new permanent source 

of light and glare. No new impact would occur. 
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The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create new significant light and 

glare impacts or create a substantial increase in the severity of significant nighttime impacts identified in 

the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 

5.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or      

Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 

shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 

California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural 

use?  
 

 b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, 

or a Williamson Act contract?      
 

 c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning        

  of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code  

   section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
  Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned 

  Timberland Production (as defined by Government  

  Code section 51104(g))?  
 

 d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest      

  land to non-forest use? 

 
 e) Involve other changes in the existing environment      

  which, due to their location or nature, could result 

in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use 
or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project in the Recirculated MND would have no impact to agriculture and forestry resources. 

The Approved Project area is not located within an Area of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland 
of Statewide Importance as designated by the California Resources Agency. The Approved Project area is 

not currently zoned for agricultural use and there is no Williamson act contract land. Additionally, the 

Approved Project is not located in an area with forest land or timber resources (as defined in Public 

Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), and 
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therefore, would have no impact on lands zoned for forest or timberland, nor result in the conversion of 

forest land or agricultural land to non-forest and non-agricultural land uses. No mitigation is needed.  

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project:  

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 

shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 

California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is located within public rights-of-way of existing paved roadways, and 

would not result in the conversion of any farmland to non-agricultural use. No new impact would occur. 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is located within the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. The 

Modified Project would not conflict with land currently zoned for agricultural use or under Williamson Act 

contract. No lands within Los Angeles County are under Williamson Act contracts since Los Angeles 

County does not participate in the Williamson Act program (CDOC, 2019). As with the Approved Project, 

the Modified Project would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act 

contract. No new impact would occur. 

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code 

section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned 

Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is located within the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. As 

with the Approved Project, the Modified Project would not conflict with existing zoning of forest land or 

timberland. No new impact would occur, and no mitigation would be required. 

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is located within the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. 

Therefore, the Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, would not result in the loss of forest land or 

conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No new impact would occur, and no mitigation would be 

required. 

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result 

in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

No Impact. As discussed in the Agriculture and Forestry Resources impact a), the Modified Project is 

located within the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. Construction and operation of the 

Modified Project would not result in any changes to the environment that could convert farmland or forest 

land. No new impact would occur. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.3 Air Quality 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the     

  applicable air quality plan? 
 

 b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of     

  any criteria pollutant for which the Project region 
is non- attainment under an applicable federal or 

state ambient air quality standard? 

 

 c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant     
  concentrations? 

 

 d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to     
  odors or adversely affecting a substantial number 

of people? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have a less-than-significant impact on air quality. The Approved Project 

would not conflict with implementation of the applicable Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) 

(SCAQMD, 2017). The Approved Project emissions would not exceed any federal, state, or regional 

standards or thresholds, and would not substantially contribute to an existing or projected air quality 

violation. The SCAQMD recommends that a project’s potential contribution to cumulative impacts be 
evaluated against the same significance criteria as for project-specific impacts; the Approved Project would 

not exceed this threshold of significance. The Approved Project would not expose sensitive receptors to 

substantial pollutant concentrations in excess of SCAQMD localized significance thresholds. The 
Approved Project would not create odors or other emissions that could affect a substantial number of 

people. No mitigation measures are required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project  

Would the Modified Project:  

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

No New Impact. The Approved Project and Modified Project are both located in the SCAQMD within the 

South Coast Air Basin (SCAB). The Modified Project would alter the alignment of the Approved Project 

and increase the overall pipeline length by approximately 5,410 linear feet. Consistent with the Approved 

Project, the Modified Project would include the construction and operation of an underground pipeline to 
deliver recycled water. The Modified Project would not include or induce any changes to housing or 

population and therefore does not have the potential to conflict with the regional growth projections used 

in preparing the AQMP. As discussed further under impact (b), the Modified Project would not result in a 

cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutants for which the Project region is in non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard. Therefore, the Modified Project 

would not have the potential to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the AQMP. 
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The evaluation of impacts of the Modified Project is comparable to the conclusions in the Recirculated 

MND. The proposed Project would not obstruct implementation of the AQMP, and no mitigation measures 

would be needed.  

b)  Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the Project region 

is non- attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard? 

No New Impact. As discussed in the Recirculated MND, SCVWA employs SCAQMD thresholds for the 

evaluation of air quality impacts. Similar to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would result in 

emissions of criteria pollutants (NOx, VOC, PM10, PM2.5, CO, and SOx) during construction. Construction 

emissions of criteria air pollutants were estimated using the California Emissions Estimator Model 
(CalEEMod) version 2016.3.2. The Modified Project construction emissions were compared to the 

SCAQMD significance thresholds, as shown in Table 5-1. These calculations assume construction best 

practices would be implemented as discussed in Section 2.1 (i.e., that dust control measures would be 

implemented as required by SCAQMD Rule 403, and California Air Resources Boards (CARB) In-Use 

Off-Road Diesel-Fueled Fleets Regulations would be implemented). The calculations also assume that 

trenching, paving, and any necessary roadway striping activities could occur simultaneously. See Appendix 

A for CalEEMod results, including additional detail regarding construction assumptions.  

Table 5-1. Estimated Peak Daily Construction Emissions 
 Emissions in Pounds per Day (lbs/day)  

ROG NOx CO SOx PM10 PM2.5 

Peak Day 6.03 30.41 24.59 0.05 4.55 2.85 
SCAQMD Thresholds 75.00 100.00 550.00 150.00 150.00 55.00 
Threshold Exceeded resulting 
in a Significant Impact? 

No No No No No No 

Note: Calculations assume compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. 
CalEEMod Results are provided in Appendix A to this Addendum. 

As discussed in the Recirculated MND, SCAQMD recommends that a project’s potential contribution to 
cumulative impacts be evaluated using the same thresholds as for project-specific impacts. As shown in 

Table 5-1, construction-related daily emissions from the Modified Project would not exceed any regional 
SCAQMD thresholds of significance. Therefore, the project would not contribute to a cumulatively 

considerable increase in emissions for which the SCAB is in nonattainment. Construction emissions of 

criteria pollutants would be less than significant. 

Operation and maintenance of the recycled water line would result in negligible air emissions. As with the 

Approved project, the Modified Project would install one standby pump at the existing Pump Station 1 at 

the Valencia WRP. This pump would be installed to provide redundancy and would not be operated in 
combination with the existing pumps at Pump Station 1; therefore, no new operational emissions would be 

associated with the pump. Operational emissions from the Modified Project would remain less than 

significant. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project in the Recirculated MND. The Modified 

Project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant, and no 

mitigation measures would be required. 

c)  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

No New Impact. As discussed in the Recirculated MND, land uses that are considered more sensitive to 

changes in air quality than others are referred to as sensitive receptors, and include schools, hospitals, 

convalescent homes, and residential areas. Recreational areas are also considered moderately sensitive to 
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poor air quality. Portions of the Modified Project alignment that were not evaluated in the Recirculated 

MND are listed below, along with sensitive receptors in the vicinity of those areas that were not already 

listed in the Recirculated MND.  

• Tourney Road 

o Kaiser Permanente medical offices west of Tourney Road 

• Valencia Boulevard east of Rockwell Canyon Road 

o Single-family residences north and south of Valencia Boulevard 

• McBean Parkway west of Rockwell Canyon Road 

o No new sensitive receptors that were not included in the Recirculated MND 

• Golfview Drive between Tournament Road and Player Drive 

o Multi‐family residences south of Golfview Drive 

• Player Drive 

o Multi‐family residences east and west of Player Drive 

o Vista Valencia Golf Course south of Player Drive 

• 16th Street 

o Single-family residences north and south of 16th Street 

o Multi-family residences north of 16th Street  

• Newhall Avenue between 13th Street and 11th Street 

o Single‐family residences west of Newhall Avenue 

These residential and recreational receptors are comparable to the receptors discussed in the Recirculated 

MND. The distance between the pipeline and the receptors would be comparable to the distances already 

evaluated in the Recirculated MND.  

The SCAQMD sets localized significance thresholds (LSTs) to be used in evaluating pollutant exposure 

for projects within its jurisdiction, as described in the Recirculated MND. LSTs vary based on project size 

and distance to receptors. The Approved Project impacts were compared against the LSTs for Source 
Receptor Area (SRA) 13 (which covers the Santa Clarita Valley area) using the one-acre LSTs with 

sensitive receptors located within 25 meters of the Project area, which is the strictest threshold available 

(SCAQMD, 2009). The Modified Project was evaluated against the same LSTs. As with the Approved 
Project, the Modified Project would not disturb more than one acre at any given time, so the one-acre LSTs 

are appropriate for the Modified Project.  

As noted under Impact (b), the CalEEMod calculations assumed that, for the purpose of evaluating the 

regional air quality impacts, all project construction activities (trenching, paving, and striping) could occur 

simultaneously. However, in terms of local emissions, these activities would be spread along the pipeline 

alignment (not overlapping within a 25-meter radius) and therefore, would not expose the same nearby 

sensitive receptors to emissions from multiple construction activities at once. As shown in Table 5-2, the 

localized on-site peak daily construction emissions from each individual construction phase would not 

exceed the applicable construction LSTs. Therefore, localized air quality impacts from proposed Modified 

Project activities on sensitive receptors would remain less than significant.  
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Table 5-2. Localized On-Site Peak Daily Construction Emissions 
 Total On-Site Emissions (lbs/day) 
On-Site Emissions NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 

Trenching Phase 16.98 9.22 3.45 2.17 
Paving Phase 1.50 11.70 0.49 0.45 
Striping Phase (if necessary) 1.41 1.81 0.08 0.08 
SCAQMD Localized Thresholds  114.00 590.00 4.00 3.00 
Threshold exceeded for any individual phase resulting 
in Significant Impact? 

No No No No 

Note: Calculations assume compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. 
CalEEMod Results are provided in Appendix A to this Addendum. 

The Modified Project would have a less-than-significant impact in terms of exposing sensitive receptors to 

substantial pollutant concentrations. Therefore, the Modified Project would have no new impact. No 

mitigation measures would be necessary.  

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors or adversely affecting a substantial number 

of people? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project would generate minimal emissions of odorous compounds during 

construction. Odors generated would be associated with emissions from construction equipment; these 

odors and impacts would be the same as described in the Recirculated MND, because construction activities 

and fleet are expected to remain the same. Operation is not expected to generate any odors. Impacts of the 

Modified Project would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not create any new air quality impacts related to odorous emissions or create 

a substantial increase in impacts identified in Recirculated MND, and no mitigation measures would be 

necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.4 Biological Resources 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or     
  through habitat modifications, on any species 

identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 

status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations, or by the California Department of 

Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

 

 b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian     

  habitat or other sensitive natural community 

identified in local or regional plans, policies, and 

regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

 

 c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally     

  protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 

removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 

means? 
 

 d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any     

  native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or 

migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 

native wildlife nursery sites? 

 
 e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances     

  protecting biological resources, such as a tree 

preservation policy or ordinance? 
 

 f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat     

  Conservation Plan, Natural Community 

Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have a less than significant impact to biological resources and no mitigation 

is required. The pipeline alignment of the Approved Project is located entirely within existing paved 

roadway and a flood control channel maintenance road, devoid of vegetation. The Approved Project would 

not directly impact wildlife and vegetation including sensitive communities, natural habitats, species 

identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS), and state or federally protected wetlands. The Approved Project would not conflict with any 

local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources and is not located within the boundaries of any 

121



Addendum to Recirculated MND 

Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

March 2021 5-10 

 

approved habitat conservation plan. Implementation of the Approved Project would include temporary 

construction activities within urbanized and previously disturbed areas resulting in less than significant 

impacts on wildlife and vegetation including migratory corridors and the Santa Clara River Significant 

Ecological Area (SEA). No mitigation is required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 

identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 

regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No New Impact. The pipeline alignments of the Modified Project are located within the public right-of-way 

of existing paved roadways in developed portions of the City of Santa Clarita and small portion of Los 

Angeles County. These roadways are fully graded and completely devoid of vegetation. Construction 

activities would be temporary and staging of equipment would occur within previously disturbed public 

rights-of-way. No vegetation or habitat that could support any sensitive or special status species exists 
within the Modified Project area and no habitat modifications would occur as a result of the Project. No 

mitigation would be required.  

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create new significant 

biological resource impacts or create a substantial increase in the severity of any significant biological 

resource impacts identified in the Recirculated MND because the pipeline alignments would be located 
within existing paved rights-of-ways, similar to those described in the Recirculated MND. No new 

mitigation would be required.  

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 

identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the California Department of Fish 

and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No New Impact. As discussed in Biological Resources impact a), the pipeline alignment of the Modified 

Project is located within fully paved public rights-of-way and contains no riparian habitat or sensitive 

natural communities. Temporary construction activities and equipment staging would be located in 
previously disturbed areas. If installation of the pipeline under the Orchard Village Road bridge crossing 

the Santa Clara River requires equipment to enter the channel, this work would be conducted in accordance 

with applicable permit conditions as identified in Section 2.3. No riparian vegetation would be removed 
and any habitat within the channel would be protected. Therefore, the Modified Project would have no 

adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional 

plans, policies and regulations. No mitigation would be required. 

The Modified Project would not create new significant biological resource impacts or create a substantial 

increase in the severity of significant biological resource impacts identified in the Recirculated MND 

because the modified pipeline alignments would be located within similar existing paved rights-of-way and 
the crossing of the Santa Clara River is the same as the crossing identified in the Recirculated MND. No 

new mitigation would be required.  

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited 

to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 

means? 
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No Impact. Wetlands, creeks, streams, and permanent and intermittent drainages are generally subject to 

the jurisdiction of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under Section 404 of the federal 

Clean Water Act. As discussed in Biological Resources impact a), the Modified Project is located within 

fully paved public rights-of-way and existing pump infrastructure, devoid of vegetation and does not occur 

within an area determined to be under state or federal wetland jurisdiction. If installation of the pipeline 
under the Orchard Village Road bridge crossing the Santa Clara River requires equipment to enter the 

channel, this work would be conducted in accordance with applicable permit conditions as identified in 

Section 2.3. No fill would be placed within the channel, no state or federally protected wetlands would be 

removed and any habitat within the channel would be protected. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project would not create an increase in any adverse effect on state or federally protected 

wetlands identified in the Recirculated MND because the additional pipeline alignments would be located 

underneath similar existing paved rights-of-way and the crossing of the Santa Clara River is the same as 

the crossing described in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or 

with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife 

nursery sites? 

No New Impact. As discussed in Biological Resources impact a), the Modified Project is located within 

fully paved public rights-of-way. The Modified Project alignment is also not located within any potential 
wildlife movement corridors. The Modified Project would not interfere with the movement of any native 

resident or migratory fish or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors. No new impact 

would occur. 

The Modified Project would not increase impacts to fish and wildlife movement identified in the 

Recirculated MND because the additional pipeline alignments would be located within similar existing 

paved rights-of-way and the crossing of the Santa Clara River is the same as the crossing identified in the 

Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary. 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 

preservation policy or ordinance? 

No Impact. As discussed in Biological Resources impact a), the Modified Project is located within fully 

paved public rights-of-way. There are no biological resources protected by local policies or ordinances 

within the Modified Project area. No impact would occur. 

The Modified Project would not create additional conflicts with local policies or ordinances protecting 

biological resources identified in the Recirculated MND because the additional pipeline alignments and 

construction staging locations would be located underneath similar existing paved rights-of-way and the 

crossing of the Santa Clara River is the same as the crossing identified in the Recirculated MND. No new 

mitigation would be required. 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 

Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is located within the Santa Clarita Valley Planning Area portion of 

the Los Angeles County General Plan. Los Angeles County’s primary mechanism to conserve biological 
diversity is by designating land as a SEA or Coastal Resource Area (CRA). As stated in the Los Angeles 

County General Plan (2015), SEAs are undisturbed or lightly disturbed habitat that support valuable and 

threatened species, linkages and corridors that facilitate species movement, and are sized to support 
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sustainable populations of its component species. The Santa Clara River is designated as a SEA by the Los 

Angeles County General Plan.  

As with the Approved Project, construction and operation of the Modified Project would occur entirely 

within existing paved roadway rights-of-way and would cross the Santa Clara River along the Orchard 

Village Road bridge. No significant impacts to the SEA would be expected, and the Modified Project would 

not conflict with the provisions of an adopted conservation plan. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create additional conflicts with 

an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 

regional, or state habitat conservation plan local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources 

identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

None. 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 

5.5 Cultural Resources 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the     

  significance of a historical resource pursuant to 

§15064.5? 

 
 b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the     

  significance of an archaeological resource 

pursuant to §15064.5? 
 

 c) Disturb any human remains, including those     

  interred outside of dedicated cemeteries? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Recirculated MND concluded that the Approved Project would have a less than significant impact to 

cultural resources with implementation of Mitigation Measure 1 and Mitigation Measure 3. There are 
no known historic or archaeological resources on or near the pipeline alignments of the Approved Project. 

The Approved Project is located in a highly urbanized area and has been subject to past disturbance, 

including trenching for utility projects, and paving and repaving of existing roadways. Any archaeological 
resources that may have existed near the site surface are likely to have been disturbed or removed. The 

Approved Project would require trenching and excavation that could result in deeper excavations than 

previously performed in some areas, and thus has the potential to impact previously unknown cultural 
resources and human remains. However, with implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts 

to unknown cultural resources would be reduced to less than significant.  
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Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

No Impact. Similar to the Approved Project, the pipeline alignment of the Modified Project is located within 

the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways, but no longer in the maintenance road along the Pico 

Canyon flood control channel. No historical structures are located on or near the pipeline alignment of the 

Modified Project. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project would not create any new cultural resource impacts or create a substantial increase 

in the severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required.  

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 

§15064.5? 

No New Impact. The pipeline alignments of the Modified Project are located within an urbanized area in 

the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways, where past trenching for utilities and roadways has 

disturbed the upper layers of the ground surface. No known archaeological sites are present in the area. 

Similar to the Approved Project, trenching and excavation could result in deeper excavations than have 

previously occurred in some areas, and thus has the potential to impact previously unknown cultural 
resources and human remains. However, with implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to 

unknown cultural resources would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not create any new archaeological 

resource impacts or create a substantial increase in the severity of impacts. SCVWA would implement 

Mitigation Measure 1 as identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would 

be necessary.  

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries? 

No New Impact. The pipeline alignment of the Modified Project is located within the public right-of-way 

of existing paved roadways and no formal cemeteries, burial sites, or other places of human interment are 

known to occur within the area of the Modified Project. However, as described under impact b) the potential 
exists to encounter previously unknown cultural resources including human remains. With implementation 

of Mitigation Measure 3, which contains procedures to follow in the event of encountering human remains 

during trenching and excavation activities, impacts would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not create any new impact to human remains or create a substantial increase 

in the severity of impacts and would implement Mitigation Measure 3 as identified in the Recirculated 

MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

Mitigation Measure 1 

If any archaeological materials are encountered during construction activities, work shall cease in the area 

of the find and a qualified archaeologist shall be secured by contacting the South Central Coastal 

Information Center located at California State University, Fullerton, or a member of the Society of 

Professional Archaeologists (SOPA) or a SOPA‐qualified archaeologist, who shall determine the 
significance of the resource(s) as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The 
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archaeologist shall prepare a survey, study, or report evaluating the impact. Said survey, study, or report 

shall contain appropriate measure(s), as necessary, for the preservation, conservation, or relocation of the 

resource, and the NCWD shall comply with the measure(s). 

Mitigation Measure 3 

If human remains are encountered unexpectedly during construction activities, State Health and Safety 

Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made the 
necessary findings as to origin and disposition pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 

5097.98. In the event that human remains are discovered during said activities, all work shall stop 

immediately and the NCWD shall contact the Los Angeles County Coroner. If the remains are determined 
to be of Native American descent, the County Coroner has 24 hours to notify the Native American Heritage 

Commission (NAHC). In such case: 

• The NAHC will immediately notify the person it believes to be the Most Likely Descendent 

(MLD) of the deceased Native American.  

• The MLD has 48 hours to make recommendations to the owner, or representative, for the 

treatment or disposition, with proper dignity, of the human remains and grave goods.  

• If the owner does not accept the descendant’s recommendations, the owner or the descendent may 

request mediation by the NAHC.  

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 

5.6 Energy 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Result in potentially significant environmental     

 impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary  

 consumption of energy resources, during project 

 construction or operation?  
  

 b)  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for     

 renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

Impacts associated with energy consumption and energy efficiency were not specifically evaluated in the 

Recirculated MND because the Recirculated MND was adopted before the topic of energy was a stand-

alone resource topic in the Appendix G CEQA checklist. However, the Recirculated MND stated (in Section 

5.7, Greenhouse Gases), that the Approved Project would allow NCWD (now SCVWA) to provide recycled 

water within its jurisdiction and decrease the use of relatively energy-intensive, and also found that there 

would be no impacts related to excessive use of electricity and no impacts to electrical energy supplies, as 

discussed in Section 5.17, Utilities and Service Systems of the Recirculated MND.  
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Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 

consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation? 

No New Impact. As with the Approved Project, construction of the Modified Project would require 

consumption of fossil fuel for operation of trucks, equipment and worker vehicles needed for construction 

of the project pipeline. However, construction would be short-term, and no unusual or excessive 

construction practices would be expected that would result in wasteful, inefficient or unnecessary 
consumption of energy compared to similar construction projects. Long term, any increase in energy use to 

produce and deliver recycled water would be minimal and offset by the energy currently needed to deliver 

imported water. Impacts would remain less than significant.  

The Modified Project would be comparable to the Approved Project and would not result in new significant 

impacts or increase the severity of impacts related to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 

energy. No new mitigation would be required.  

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

No New Impact. The Los Angeles County Community Climate Action Plan (CCAP) 2020 focuses on 

reducing GHG emissions through energy efficiency, land use and transportation, water consumption, and 

waste generation (DRP 2015). Construction and operation of the Modified Project would be in compliance 
with the energy efficiency strategies outlined in the CCAP. The project would also be in compliance with 

the state’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan which focuses on reducing energy demand and emissions 

that result from mobile sources and requires compliance with the CARB In-Use Off-Road Diesel-Fueled 

Fleets Regulations, as mentioned previously in Section 2.2. No impacts would occur. 

The Modified Project would not result in new or increased conflicts with or obstruct a state or local plan 

for renewable energy or energy efficiency. No new mitigation would be required.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

None. 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 
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5.7 Geology and Soils 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial 

adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 

or death involving:  

 i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as     

  delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 

State Geologist for the area or based on other 

substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer 

to Division of Mines and Geology Special 

Publication 42.  

 ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

 iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 

  liquefaction?     

 iv) Landslides?     

 
 b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 

topsoil?     

 

 c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable,     
  or that would become unstable as a result of the 

Project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 

landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? 

 

 d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in     
  Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 

(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks 

to life or property?  

 
 e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the     

  use of septic tanks or alternative waste water 

disposal systems where sewers are not available 
for the disposal of waste water? 

  

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique     

paleontological resource or site or unique geologic  
feature? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have a less than significant impact to geology and soils resources with 

implementation of mitigation measures. Although there are no faults underlying the Approved Project site, 
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portions of the pipeline alignment fall within seismic hazard zones as identified in the City of Santa Clarita’s 
Seismic Hazard Zones map, including Earthquake-Induced Landslide Hazard Zones and Liquefaction 

Hazard Zones. However, with adherence to all applicable building codes and implementation of Mitigation 

Measures 2, 4, and 5, impacts would be less than significant. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death 

involving:  

a.i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 

Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a 

known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42. 

No New Impact. The pipelines of the Modified Project would be constructed within existing graded, 

compacted and paved roadways and would not cause a potential increase in risk of loss, injury or death 

from rupture of a known earthquake fault. As with Approved Project, no active or delineated Alquist-Priolo 

faults are identified near the pipeline alignment of the Modified Project based on the City of Santa Clarita’s 
Seismic Hazard Zones map (City of Santa Clarita, n.d,a). No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project would not create new seismic-related impacts or increase the severity of seismic 

impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

a.ii) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 

or death involving: (ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? 

No New Impact. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project is a recycled water pipeline located in 

a seismically active region of Southern California, which could result in strong seismic ground shaking and 

potential for structural damage to the pipelines. However, the Approved Project would comply with all 
applicable building codes, including incorporation of seismic standards. Through adherence to all 

applicable building codes and implementation of Mitigation Measure 4 from the Recirculated MND, 

impacts from risk of loss, injury or death, would be less than significant. No new impacts would occur. 

The Modified Project would not create new impacts related to strong seismic ground shaking or increase 

the severity of seismic ground shaking impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional 

mitigation measures would be necessary. 

a.iii) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 

or death involving: (iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

No New Impact. Liquefaction occurs when loosely packed, water-logged sediments at or near the ground 

surface lose their strength in response to strong ground shaking and turn into a fluid state. Portions of the 
Modified Project alignment along Tourney Road and Valencia Boulevard at the intersection with Goldcrest 

Drive are located within Liquefaction Hazard Zones based on the City of Santa Clarita’s Seismic Hazard 
Zones map. Construction of the Modified Project would use the same equipment and methods as those 
analyzed in the Recirculated MND. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project would comply with 

all applicable building codes and would implement Mitigation Measure 4. Therefore, no new seismic 

impacts related to liquefaction would occur. Impacts would remain less than significant. 
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The Modified Project would not create new seismic-related liquefaction impacts or increase the severity of 

seismic impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be 

necessary. 

a.iv) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 

or death involving: (iv) Landslides? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is located within existing graded, compacted, and paved roadways 

and would not cause new potential increase in risk of loss, injury or death from landslides. Landslide risk 

is typically associated with steep slopes and unstable soils. Portions of the Modified Project along Tourney 

Road and Golfview Drive are located within or near Earthquake-Induced Landslide Hazard Zones based 
on the City of Santa Clarita’s Seismic Hazard Zones map. Construction of the Modified Project would use 

the same equipment and methods as those analyzed for the Approved Project in the Recirculated MND. 

Additionally, as with the Approved Project, construction would comply with all applicable building codes 

and would implement Mitigation Measure 4 from the Recirculated MND. Impacts of the Modified Project 

would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not create new impacts associated from seismic-related landslides or increase 

the severity of seismic impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures 

would be necessary. 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

No New Impact. Construction of the Modified Project requires soil-disturbing activities, such as excavation 

and trenching, which would expose soil to potential erosion from strong winds, heavy rains, or other natural 

processes. Construction of the Modified Project would use the same equipment and methods as those 

analyzed for the Approved Project and would comply with the State Water Resources Control Board 

NPDES Construction General Permit and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) as 
noted in Mitigation Measure 5 from the Recirculated MND. The SWPPP would require implementation 

of erosion control BMPs to reduce the potential for wind or waterborne erosion during construction. With 

implementation of Mitigation Measure 5, impacts would remain than significant.  

The Modified Project would not create new substantial soil erosion or increase the severity impacts related 

to soil erosion as identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be 

necessary. 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the  

Project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, 

or collapse? 

No New Impact. As discussed in Geology and Soils impact a), the Modified Project alignment along 

Tournament Road, Tourney Road, and Valencia Boulevard is located within seismic hazard zones based 
on the City of Santa Clarita’s Seismic Hazard Zones map. However, as with the Approved Project 

compliance with applicable building codes and implementation of Mitigation Measure 4 would reduce 

impacts to less than significant. 

d)  Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating 

 substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

No New Impact. Expansive soils can significantly change their volume as a result of their soil moisture 

content and can crack rigid structures and potentially create pipeline rupture through this shrinking and 

swelling process. As discussed in Geology and Soils impact a), the Modified Project is located within 
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existing graded, compacted, and paved roadways. Construction of the Modified Project would use the same 

equipment and methods as those analyzed for the Approved Project in the Recirculated MND. With 

compliance with applicable building codes and implementation of Mitigation Measure 4, impacts would 

remain less than significant.  

e)  Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative waste water 

disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water? 

No Impact. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project does not involve septic tanks or alternative 

wastewater disposal systems. Therefore, no new impact would occur  

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

No New Impact. The alignment of the Modified Project is located within the public right-of-way of existing 

paved roadways. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project is located in a highly disturbed area 
and does not contain any unique geologic features. A significant impact may occur if construction activities 

uncover previously unknown paleontological resources. While the uncovering of paleontological resources 

is not anticipated for the Approved or Modified Project, implementation of Mitigation Measure 2 from 

the Recirculated MND would be required to ensure than any potential impact to a previously unknown 

paleontological resource would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in new paleontological resource impacts or increased severity of 

such impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

Mitigation Measure 2 

If any paleontological materials are encountered during construction activities, work shall cease in the area 

of the find and a qualified paleontologist shall be secured by contacting either the Center for Public 

Paleontology USC, UCLA, California State University Los Angeles, California State University Long 

Beach, or the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum, who shall determine the significant of the 
resource(s). The paleontologist shall prepare a survey, study, or report evaluating the impact. Said survey, 

study, or report shall contain appropriate measure(s), as necessary, for the preservation, conservation, or 

relocation of the resource, and the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall comply with the measure(s). Project 
construction activities may resume in the area of the find once copies of the paleontological survey, study, 

or report are submitted to the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum.  

Mitigation Measure 4 

Prior to project construction, NCWD (now SCVWA) shall have a Final Soils Report/Geotechnical Study 

prepared by a Registered Geologist or Engineer to determine the seismic safety and soils stability of all 
proposed improvements for the Project. The plans shall comply with all recommendations and requirements 

in the Final Soils Report/Geotechnical Study.  

Mitigation Measure 5 

Prior to issuance of any grading or construction permits, the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall prepare and 

implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) consistent with the requirements of the Los 

Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board.  

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 
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5.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly     

or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

  

 b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation     
  adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions 

of greenhouse gases? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would result in a one-time construction related greenhouse gas (GHG) emission of 

121.07 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). The CO2e emissions from the project were 
compared against the SCAQMD’s screening-level threshold of 10,000 metric tons of CO2e per year. The 

Approved Project’s GHG emissions would not exceed this threshold. Therefore, the impact of GHG 

emissions from the Approved Project would be less than significant and would not conflict with applicable 

plans, policies, or regulations. No mitigation measures are required.  

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on 

the environment?  

No New Impact. The Modified Project would increase the pipeline length by approximately 5,410 linear 

feet as compared to the Approved Project. Construction emissions of GHGs for the Modified Project were 

calculated using CalEEMod version 2016.3.2 and would generate maximum annual emissions of 311.83 

metric tons of CO2e. As compared to the Approved Project, the Modified Project would have a larger 
construction footprint, resulting in increased emissions. However, the emissions would still be below the 

SCAQMD threshold. Because emissions would remain low in comparison with the SCAQMD threshold, 

GHG impacts of the Modified Project would remain less than significant.  

Like the Approved Project, the Modified Project would generate negligible GHG emissions during 

operation. Operational energy use and vehicle trips would not differ from those assessed in the Recirculated 

MND. Also, as noted in the Recirculated MND, the expansion of recycled water use will allow SCV Water 

to decrease use of energy-intensive imported water.  

Neither the construction nor operation of the Modified Project would result in exceedance of GHG 

emissions screening level thresholds than those evaluated in the Recirculated MND. Therefore, the impacts 
would remain less than significant. No new mitigation measures would be necessary.  
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b)  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions 

of greenhouse gases?  

No New Impact. The Modified Project would not produce GHG emissions in excess of the SCAQMD 

screening level threshold, as discussed above. Therefore, it would not conflict with SCAQMD policy. As 

discussed in Section 2.2, construction best management practices would be implemented in accordance 

with applicable SCAQMD rules, which would reduce construction emissions.  

The Santa Clarita Climate Action Plan (City of Santa Clarita, 2012) does not include specific performance 

measures or thresholds that apply to construction projects; therefore, the Modified Project would not 

conflict with this document. The Los Angeles County Community Climate Action Plan (CCAP) was 
completed in 2015 and sets targets for emissions reductions to be achieved by 2020 (Los Angeles County, 

2015). The Los Angeles County CCAP includes local actions to reduce GHG emissions within 

unincorporated Los Angeles County; these include measures such as limiting construction equipment 

vehicle idling time to three minutes (as feasible per equipment specifications) and encouraging use of 

electric equipment where possible. Construction of the Modified Project would not conflict with these local 

actions, as construction best management practices would be implemented to reduce emissions. Los 

Angeles County is currently in the process of preparing a Climate Action Plan (CAP), which builds on the 
CCAP and identifies strategies and actions to mitigate emissions from community activities (Los Angeles 

County, 2020). One strategy in the Los Angeles County CAP is for the County to partner with SCAQMD 

to encourage the use of zero-emission and near-zero-emission construction equipment. The Los Angeles 
County CAP identifies this as a long-term goal. The CAP is not yet finalized and does not contain specific 

thresholds or requirements for projects implemented by utilities such as SCVWA. Therefore, the Modified 

Project would not conflict with the Los Angeles County CAP. 

The Modified Project would not conflict with any applicable plans, policies, or ordinances adopted for the 

purposes of reducing GHG emissions. The impact would remain less than significant, and no mitigation 

measures would be necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

None 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 

5.9  Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the     
environment through the routine transport, use, or 

disposal of hazardous materials? 

  
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the     

environment through reasonably foreseeable upset  

and accident conditions involving the release of  

hazardous materials into the environment? 
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c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or     

acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste  

within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 

school?  

 d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of     

  hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 

Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a 
result, would it create a significant hazard to the 

public or the environment? 

 e) For a Project located within an airport land use plan     

  or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 

two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 

would the Project result in a safety hazard or 

excessive noise for people residing or working in 

the Project area? 

 f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with     

  an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 

evacuation plan? 
 

 g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly,     

  to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have a less than significant impact related to hazards and hazardous materials 

with implementation of mitigation measures. While operation of the Approved Project would not require 

routine use or storage of chemicals, construction would require a limited quantity of hazardous materials. 
These chemicals would be handled, stored, transported and used on site in accordance with applicable state 

and local health, safety and transportation standards. These standard precautions would reduce any potential 

impacts related to exposure to the public, environment, or schools through routine use or an accident to less 
than significant. The Approved Project is not located within a hazardous materials site, airport land use 

plan, or very high fire hazard severity zone. Construction activities may temporarily impact emergency 

response or evacuation routes, but implementation of a traffic control plan and Mitigation Measure 6 

would ensure these impacts are reduced to less than significant. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or 

disposal of hazardous materials? 

No New Impact. A limited quantity of hazardous materials (i.e. gasoline, diesel fuel, hydraulic fluids, 

solvents) would be required during construction of the Modified Project, similar to those identified in the 

Recirculated MND for construction of the Approved Project. These chemicals would be used in accordance 

with manufacturers’ instructions and handled in accordance with applicable local, state and federal health 

and safety standards. Additionally, the contractor would be required to prepare a Hazardous Materials 
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Management and Spill Control Plan to manage hazardous materials, wastes and any potential spills during 

construction. Operation and maintenance of the Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, would 

require no additional transportation, storage or disposal of hazardous materials. Implementation of BMPs 

and compliance with applicable safety standards would ensure impacts remain less than significant.  

The Modified Project would not result in new hazards and hazardous materials impacts or increase the 

severity of impacts identified the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and 

accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment? 

No New Impact. Construction of the Modified Project would be comparable to the Approved Project, and 

would require the use of a limited quantity of potentially hazardous materials including vehicle and 

transmission fluids, solvents, and oil that could pose a low level risk to the public through accidental release, 

but this risk would be short-term and would be reduced with compliance with all applicable safety 

regulations, construction site BMPs and preparation of a Hazardous Materials Management and Spill 

Control Plan. Operation of the belowground pipelines would not require storage or routine use of hazardous 

materials. No new impact is expected, and no mitigation measures are required. 

The Modified Project would not result in new hazards and hazardous materials impacts or increase the 

severity of such impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 

within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

No New Impact. The pipeline alignment of the Modified Project would not be located within one-quarter 

mile of any existing or proposed school beyond those identified for the Approved Project in the Recirculated 
MND which are listed in Table 5-3. As shown in Table 5-3, there are five schools located within one-

quarter mile of both the Approved and Modified Project. However, use of hazardous materials during 

construction would be short-term and operation would not require any chemical use or storage. Impacts 

would be less than significant. 

Table 5-3: Schools within One-Quarter Mile of the Approved Project 
School Location 

College of the Canyons  south of Valencia Boulevard and west of Rockwell Canyon Road 

Pinecrest School and  

Albert Einstein Academy  

near Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel and Wiley Canyon Road 

Placerita Junior High School  north of Dalbey Drive 

Hart High School  west of Newhall Avenue 

Newhall Elementary School  south of 13th Street and west of Walnut Street 

The Modified Project would not result in new or increased severity of impacts related to hazardous materials 

located within one-quarter mile of existing or proposed schools. No new mitigation would be required. 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 

Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public 

or the environment? 

No Impact. The pipeline alignment of the Modified Project is not included on a list of hazardous material 

sites by Government Code Section 65962.5 and as a result would not create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment, which is a comparable to the findings for the Approved Project alignment 
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described in the Recirculated MND. No increased impacts would occur, and no new mitigation would be 

required. 

e) For a Project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 

within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the Project result in a safety hazard 

or excessive noise for people residing or working in the Project area? 

No Impact. The alignment of the Modified Project is not located within an airport land use plan or within 

two miles of a public airport or public use airport, which is a comparable to the findings for the Approved 

Project alignment described in the Recirculated MND. No increased impacts would occur, and no new 

mitigation would be required.  

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 

emergency evacuation plan? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is located within existing public roadways within the City of Santa 

Clarita. The Santa Clarita Valley has freeway access along three routes (I-5, State Route [SR] 14, and SR 

126) for use during an evacuation or in the event of an emergency (City of Santa Clarita 2011). Construction 
activities and equipment staging required for installation of the additional pipelines of the Modified Project 

may require temporary street or lane closures. While lane closures have the potential to hinder emergency 

vehicle access, impacts would be short-term and are comparable to the impacts identified and mitigated in 
the Recirculated MND, although the Approved Project would have fewer overall lane closures because one 

segment of the alignment would not be on public road, but rather on a maintenance access road of the Pico 

Canyon Wash flood control channel. Nevertheless, short-term impacts of the Modified Project on 

emergency access would remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measure 6.  

The Modified Project would not result in new significant impairments to emergency response plans or 

increase the severity of impairments as identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation 

measures would be necessary.  

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 

involving wildland fires? 

No Impact. As with the Approved Project, the alignments of the Modified Project are located in an 

urbanized area of the City of Santa Clarita, and not within a wildland area subject to wildland fires. 

Construction and operation of the belowground pipeline would occur within existing paved roadways that 

are devoid of vegetation. The Modified Project would be comparable to the Approved Project and would 
not expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires. No new 

mitigation would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

Mitigation Measure 6 

Prior to construction activities, the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall notify the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Los Angeles County Fire Department of construction activities that would impede 

movement (such as a lane closures) along the proposed line to allow emergency response teams to reroute 

traffic to alternative routes, if needed.  

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.10 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge     

  requirements or otherwise substantially degrade 

surface or ground water quality? 

 b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or     

  interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the Project may impede sustainable 

groundwater management of the basin? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of   

the site or area, including through the alteration of 

the course of a stream or river or through the 

addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner 
which would: 

 

i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or     
off-site; 

 

ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of     

surface runoff in a manner which would result 

in flooding on- or off-site; 

iii) create or contribute runoff water which would     
exceed the capacity of existing or planned 

stormwater drainage systems or provide 

substantial additional sources of polluted 

runoff; or 

iv) impede or redirect flood flows?     

 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk     

release of pollutants due to Project inundation? 

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a     
  water quality control plan or sustainable 

groundwater management plan? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have a less than significant impact to hydrology and water quality with 

implementation of mitigation measures. The Approved Project would include construction of belowground 
pipelines within existing paved roads and restoration of roadways to pre-construction conditions, so no 

additional impervious surfaces would be created. While construction of the Approved Project could 

potentially generate storm water runoff, construction would comply with the requirements of the State 

Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) NPDES Construction General Permit and SCVWA would 
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implement a SWPPP as noted in Mitigation Measure 5. The Project would not substantially decrease 

groundwater supplies or recharge, conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan, 

or be located in a flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zone. Impacts would be reduced to less than significant 

with implementation of Mitigation Measure 5. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially 

degrade surface or ground water quality? 

No New Impact. The pipeline alignment of the Modified Project would be constructed within the existing 

public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. However, unlike the Approved Project, the Modified 

Project would avoid construction in the maintenance road adjacent to the Pico Canyon Wash flood control 

channel, which could help reduce the potential of direct discharge of construction site runoff to a surface 
water. The Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, would require trenching, excavation of soil, 

and soil hauling during construction. These construction activities could result in temporary impacts to 

surface water quality if BMPs are not properly implemented to control erosion and other construction site 
pollutants (e.g. trash, lubricants, paint) from entering storm water discharges which ultimately drain to the 

Santa Clara River. However, compliance with the SWRCB’s NPDES Construction General Permit and 

proper implementation of BMPs in the SWPPP as specified in Mitigation Measure 5 would ensure impacts 

to water quality remain less than significant.  

The Modified Project would not result in new water quality impacts or increase the severity of impacts 

identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures are necessary.  

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such 

that the Project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would include construction and operation of a belowground recycled 

water pipeline within the public right-of-way of existing paved roadways. Construction and operation of 
the Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, would not result in new impervious surface area or 

require use of groundwater for construction and operation. Therefore, the Modified Project would not 

impact groundwater recharge or impede groundwater sustainability of the East Subbasin of Santa Clara 

River Groundwater Basin, which underlies the Project Area. No impact would be expected.  

The Modified Project would not result in new impacts to groundwater supplies or recharge affecting 

groundwater sustainability, nor increase the severity of groundwater impacts identified in the Recirculated 

MND. No additional mitigation measures are necessary.  

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of 

the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which 

would: (i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; (ii) substantially increase the rate or 

amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site; (iii) create or 

contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage 

systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or (iv) impede or redirect flood 

flows? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project would include construction of belowground pipelines within existing 

paved roadways. Roadways would be restored to pre-construction conditions, and thus the Modified Project 

would not increase the total impervious surface area of the project area, and would not create alterations in 
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existing drainage patterns, impact storm drainage capacity, or impede or redirect flood flows. As with the 

Approved Project, the Modified Project would require excavation and trenching that would expose soil to 

wind or rain erosion. However, compliance with the SWRCB NPDES Construction General Permit 

including implementation of a SWPPP (Mitigation Measure 5) would ensure impacts remain less than 

significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in new drainage or flooding impacts or increase the severity of such 

impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary. 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to Project inundation? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is not located in a 100-year flood, tsunami, or seiche zone. In addition, 

no chemicals would be stored on-site during operation. Therefore, no impacts from risk of release of 

pollutants would occur from a flood, tsunami or seiche, which is consistent with the findings in the 

Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required.  

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater 

management plan? 

No New Impact. As with the Approved Project, construction of the Modified Project would comply with 

the requirements of the SWRCB’s NPDES Construction General Permit and would implement a SWPPP 
(Mitigation Measure 5), which help ensure compliance with water quality standards in the RWQCB’s 
water quality control plan for the Los Angeles Region. Additionally, the pipeline alignments of the 

Modified Project would be constructed in existing paved public roadways which would be restored to pre-
project conditions. As stated in response b), the Modified Project would not affect groundwater recharge 

and would not be expected to affect implementation of groundwater sustainability management programs 

for the East Subbasin. Therefore, the Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, would not conflict 

with an existing water quality control plan and future Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) (currently in 
preparation by SCVWA and other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies). No new impact would be 

expected.  

The Modified Project would not increase conflicts or the obstruction of implementation of a water quality 

control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan or increase the severity of such conflicts 

identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

Mitigation Measure 5 

Prior to issuance of any grading or construction permits, the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall prepare and 

implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) consistent with the requirements of the Los 

Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board.  

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 
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5.11 Land Use and Planning 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Physically divide an established community?     

 
 b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a     

  conflict with any land use plan, policy, or 

regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have no impact on land use and planning within the City of Santa Clarita 

because it is an underground utility project. The Approved Project would not have the potential to divide 

an established community nor conflict with local land use plans and zoning codes. No impact to land use 

and planning would occur. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would be constructed in existing public rights-of-way of local streets 

primarily within the City of Santa Clarita, with a small segment in Los Angeles County. As with the 

Approved Project, no established community would be divided by the recycled water pipeline of the 

Modified Project. No land use impacts would occur. No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 

adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would be constructed entirely within right-of-way of existing public roads 

in the City of Santa Clarita and a small segment of Los Angeles County, and would not conflict with any 

adopted land use plans, policies or regulations. No new impact would occur and no new mitigation would 

be required.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.12 Mineral Resources 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral     

  resource that would be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state? 

 

 b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important     
  mineral resource recovery site delineated on a 

local general plan, specific plan or other land use 

plan? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would not have the potential to result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 

resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state, and would not have the potential 

to result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 

general plan, specific plan or other land use plan. No impact to mineral resources would occur. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project:  

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and 

the residents of the state? 

No New Impact. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project area overlies a MRZ-2 zone, which 

designates areas where adequate information indicates significant mineral deposits are present or are highly 
likely to be present. The Modified Project area is classified as a sand and gravel resource area based on 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) Special Report 143: Part V and a cement concrete 

aggregate resource area based on SMARA Open File Report 19-14 (CDOC 2020). These aggregates are 
not considered valuable mineral resources to the region or to residents of the State. No new impact would 

occur. No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a 

local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project area is not currently used as a mineral resource recovery site and the 

Modified Project would not result in mining or mineral production activities. No new impact would occur. 

No new mitigation would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.13 Noise 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Project result in: 

 a) Generation of a substantial temporary or 

permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the Project in excess of standards 

established in the local general plan or noise 

ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies?     

 

 b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or      

  groundborne noise levels?  
 

 c) For a Project located within the vicinity of a 

private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within 

two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 

would the Project expose people residing or 
working in the Project area to excessive noise 

levels?     

 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would not expose people to either temporary or permanent noise levels in excess of 

applicable noise standards. Noise from construction activities would be temporary and construction would 

occur within the daytime hours allowable under the applicable noise standards. Project operation would not 

generate noise. The Approved Project would not expose people or structures to excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels. The Approved Project is not in the vicinity of an airport land use 

plan or private airstrip. The Approved Project would have a less-than-significant impact in terms of noise, 

groundborne vibration, and groundborne noise, and would have no noise impact on people near an airport 

or private airstrip. No mitigation measures are required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of 

the Project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 

applicable standards of other agencies? 

No New Impact.  A portion of the Approved Project alignment would be located in Los Angeles County. 

This portion (along Valencia Boulevard west of I-5) was evaluated in the Recirculated MND and would 

not be altered or extended as part of the Modified Project. Construction activities would include typical 

trenched pipeline installation. The pipeline alignment would cross I-5 along the Valencia Boulevard bridge, 

pending the necessary Caltrans permit. In the event that Caltrans does not grant a permit for this approach, 
trenchless methods would be used to cross under the highway. Trenchless methods (e.g., jack-and-bore) 

could generate higher noise levels; however, this possibility was previously included in the Approved 

Project. There would be no change in the proposed Project alignment, proposed construction activities, or 
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proposed operation activities within unincorporated Los Angeles County. The noise impacts of the 

Modified Project in Los Angeles County would be the same as for the Approved Project and would not 

conflict with County noise standards (Los Angeles County, n.d.), consistent with the analysis in the 

Recirculated MND.  

The majority of the project alignment would be within the City of Santa Clarita. As discussed in the 

Recirculated MND, Section 11.44.080 of the City of Santa Clarita municipal code regulates construction 

noise as follows: “No person shall engage in any construction work which requires a building permit from 
the City on sites within three hundred (300) feet of a residentially zoned property except between the hours 

of seven a.m. to seven p.m., Monday through Friday, and eight a.m. to six p.m. on Saturday. Further, no 

work shall be performed on the following public holidays: New Year’s Day, Independence Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Memorial Day and Labor Day” (City of Santa Clarita, n.d.b). The City of Santa 

Clarita does not include specific noise limits for construction activities. All construction activities for the 

Modified Project would take place within daytime hours as permitted under the City of Santa Clara 

municipal code. Therefore, construction of the Modified Project would not conflict with City of Santa 

Clarita noise standards. 

Sensitive Receptors 

Noise-sensitive receptors include schools, hospitals, convalescent facilities, residences, churches, libraries, 

and other locations where the presence of unwanted noise can affect nearby land uses. The Recirculated 
MND identified sensitive receptors along the pipeline alignment for the Approved Project. Portions of the 

Modified Project alignment that were not evaluated in the Recirculated MND are listed in Section 5.3, Air 

Quality, along with sensitive receptors in the vicinity of those areas that were not already listed in the 

Recirculated MND.  

All newly identified sensitive receptors listed in Section 5.3 are of similar types to those evaluated in the 

Recirculated MND (e.g., residences, medical facilities, and recreational facilities). Sensitive receptors 
would have a similar proximity to the Modified Project as to the Approved Project because construction of 

both the Approved Project and Modified Project would occur in the roadway right-of-way. 

Construction Noise Impacts 

The expected construction fleet for the Modified Project would remain the same as the fleet for the 

Approved Project. As discussed in the Recirculated MND, the following equipment mix would be 

considered the worst-case daily scenario: two excavators, one tractor/loader/backhoe, one paver, one 

grinder, up to five haul truck trips for spoils, and up to 28 transfers of concrete for slurry backfill, asphalt 

and sand. Noise levels would vary based on the mix of equipment operating at any one time and their 
location on the site. As discussed in the Recirculated MND, noise levels from individual pieces of 

equipment would range from 72 to 98 A-weighted decibels (dBA) equivalent sound level (Leq) at a distance 

of 50 feet.1 Average noise levels would be approximately 84 dBA Leq at 50 feet and would diminish by 
approximately 6 dBA Leq with every doubling of distance. At a distance of 100 feet, the average noise level 

would be 78 dBA Leq; at a distance of 200 feet the average noise level would be reduced further to 72 dBA 

Leq. Based on these noise levels, construction of the Modified Project would result in a temporary increase 

in noise levels at off-site receptors. Construction would not generate continuously elevated noise levels. 

 

 
 
1 A-weighted decibels (dBA) are used to simulate the relative response of the human ear to different frequencies. 

Equivalent sound level (Leq) is used to describe a receiver’s cumulative noise exposure over a specific period of 
time.  
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Construction noise impacts from the Modified Project would be consistent with the construction noise 

impacts evaluated for the Approved Project.  

As noted above, the Modified Project alignment does not differ from the Approved Project alignment in 

Los Angeles County, therefore there would be no new construction noise impacts that would exceed 

thresholds established by the County. Within the City of Santa Clarita, the Modified Project alignment 

would include slight additions to and variations from the Approved Project alignment. Construction noise 

and distance to sensitive receptors would be comparable to the Approved Project. Construction would cause 
a temporary increase in noise levels in the project vicinity but would not conflict with City of Santa Clarita 

noise regulations because all construction would occur within allowable daytime hours. The Modified 

Project noise impacts would be comparable to the Approved Project impacts and would remain less than 

significant. 

Operational Noise Impacts 

Operation of the buried pipeline would contribute to a negligible increase in the ambient noise environment. 

As with the Approved Project, the additional standby pump installed at Pump Station 1 would be located at 

the existing Valencia WRP, and its contribution to operational noise at the treatment facility would be 

negligible. No long-term operational noise impacts would be expected.  

Overall, the Modified Project would not result in new noise impacts or increase the severity of noise 

impacts identified in the Recirculated MND, and no additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  

b)  Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

No New Impact. As discussed in the Recirculated MND, construction activities for the Approved Project 

have the potential to generate a low level of groundborne vibration. The Recirculated MND identified the 

potential for vibration impacts from construction equipment that would operate at the site during 

construction. These include a large and small bulldozer, caisson drilling, loaded trucks, and jackhammer. 
The equipment list for the Modified Project would be the same as for the Approved Project, therefore, the 

potential to generate vibration would be the same. 

Sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the Modified Project could be exposed to increased vibration levels. 

Sensitive receptors along the Modified Project pipeline alignment are of comparable type and distance from 

the pipeline alignment as the receptors analyzed for the Approved Project. Sensitive receptors beyond 50 
feet from the construction site would experience vibration levels that are below the threshold for human 

annoyance. This impact would therefore be less than significant, as discussed in the Recirculated MND. In 

addition, construction activities would be conducted in accordance with the standards discussed under 

impact (a), above. The Modified Project would not expose people to excessive groundborne noise or 

vibration, and the impact would remain less than significant. 

As with the Approved Project, there are no known structures adjacent to the Modified Project site that 

would be subject to damages from vibration. Therefore, structural impacts due to vibration from 

construction of the Modified Project would remain less than significant.  

Operation of the Modified Project would not generate noise and would not have the potential to expose 

people or structures to groundborne vibration or noise. The impact would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project, and the project modifications would not alter 

the conclusions in the Recirculated MND. No mitigation measures would be needed. 
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c) For a Project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such 

a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 

Project expose people residing or working in the Project area to excessive noise levels? 

No Impact. The Modified Project, like the Approved Project, is not located within the vicinity of a private 

airstrip, is not located within an airport land use plan, and is not located within two miles of a public airport 

or public use airport. Therefore, the Modified Project would not expose people to excess noise resulting 

from proximity to an airport. No impact would occur, and no mitigation measures would be necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures: 

None needed. 

5.14  Population and Housing 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in     

  an area, either directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for 

example, through extension of roads or other 

infrastructure)? 
  

 b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or,     

  housing necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere? 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have no impact on population and housing. The Approved Project would 

serve existing and future recycled water demands already anticipated in the developed NCWD (now 

SCVWA) service area and would not result in the construction of new housing or population growth, 
displacement of existing housing, nor the displacement of people. No impact to population and housing 

would occur. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing 

new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 

infrastructure)? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would not directly induce unplanned population growth because no new 

housing or businesses are proposed. The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved project, extending 
a recycled water pipeline into the western part of the City of the Santa Clarita to provide irrigation water 

(in place of potable water) for existing SCVWA customers. The recycled water delivered by the Modified 
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Project would augment water supply reliability and offset imported water. As with the Approved Project, 

the Modified Project would accommodate existing and anticipated water demand and would not result in 

unplanned population growth. No new impact would occur. No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or, housing necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere? 

No Impact. Construction and operation of the Modified Project would occur within existing public rights-

of-way and would not displace existing people or houses or require the construction of replacement housing. 

No new impact would occur. No new mitigation would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 

5.15 Public Services 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts      

associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or 

physically altered governmental facilities, the 

construction of which could cause significant 

environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times, or other performance 

objectives for any of the public services:  

 
i) Fire protection?     

ii) Police protection?     

iii) Schools?     
iv) Parks?     

v) Other public facilities?     

 

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project was found to have no direct impact to schools, parks, or other public facilities, 

however, temporary street or lane closures during construction could affect emergency response routes used 

by fire and police protection. Preparation of a traffic control plan and implementation of Mitigation 

Measure 6 would ensure impacts are reduced to less than significant.  

Discussion of the Modified Project 

a) Would the Modified Project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 

of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 

146



Addendum to Recirculated MND 

Phase 2C South End Recycled Water Main Extension ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

March 2021 5-35 

 

facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 

acceptable service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives for any of the public 

services:  

i) Fire protection 

No Impact. The Modified Project would not require construction of new or physically altered fire protection 

facilities As with the Approved Project, long term operation of the belowground pipelines of the Modified 
Project would deliver recycled water to existing SCVWA customers and would not result in population 

growth requiring new or expansion of fire protection facilities. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project, like the Approved Project, would have no long-term impacts to fire protection 

services, but construction activities could temporarily affect emergency response routes due to potential 

traffic lane closures. Implementation of a traffic control plan and Mitigation Measure 6 would ensure that 

construction does not obstruct emergency access and impacts would remain less than significant. No 

additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  

ii) Police protection 

No Impact. The Modified Project would not require construction of new or physically altered police 

protection facilities. As with the Approved Project, operation of the Modified Project would not induce 

population growth requiring new or expansion of police stations. No new impact would occur.  

Construction activities could temporarily affect emergency response routes due to potential traffic lane 

closures during construction. Implementation of a traffic control plan and Mitigation Measure 6 would 

ensure that construction does not obstruct emergency access and impacts would remain less than significant. 

No additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  

iii) Schools 

No Impact. Construction and operation of the Modified Project does not include new housing or 

employment that would result in population growth or an influx of students. No school facilities would 

need to be built or modified to maintain existing performance objectives. No new impact would occur. No 

new mitigation would be needed.  

iv) Parks 

No Impact. Construction and operation of the Modified Project would occur within existing roadways. No 

new housing or employment would occur resulting in population growth. No parks would need to be built 

or modified to maintain existing performance objectives. No new impact would occur. No new mitigation 

would be needed.  

v) Other public facilities? 

No Impact. Construction and operation of the Modified Project would occur within existing roadways. The 

Modified Project would not result in unplanned population growth that would require any new or modified 

public facilities. No new impact would occur. No new mitigation would be needed.  
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Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

Mitigation Measure 6 

Prior to construction activities, the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall notify the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Los Angeles County Fire Department of construction activities that would impede 

movement (such as a lane closures) along the proposed line to allow emergency response teams to reroute 

traffic to alternative routes, if needed.  

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 

5.16 Recreation 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

 

a)  Would the Project increase the use of existing     

neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 

deterioration of the facility would occur or be 

accelerated? 
 

b)  Does the Project include recreational facilities or     

require the construction or expansion of recreational  
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect  

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have no impact on parks or other recreational facilities. The Approved Project 

consists of a proposed utility extension within existing public rights-of-way. As such, the Approved Project 

would not have the potential to increase the use of existing parks and recreational facilities or require the 

construction or expansion of new recreational facilities. No mitigation would be required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 

substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

No Impact. As with the Approved Project, the Modified Project would include construction of a recycled 

water pipeline in existing roadways to deliver recycled water to existing SCVWA customers for landscape 

irrigation. It would not directly or indirectly induce population growth and therefore would have no impact 

on the capacity or use of existing neighborhood parks or other recreational facilities No new impacts would 

occur. No new mitigation would be required. 
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b) Does the Project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational 

facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

No Impact. The Modified Project is located within existing paved roadways and would not require 

construction or expansion of recreational facilities. No new impact would occur. No new mitigation would 

be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 

5.17 Transportation 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy     

  addressing the circulation system, including 

transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

 b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines     

  section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

 c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric     
  design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 

intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 

equipment)? 

 d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Recirculate MND found that the Approved Project would not create a hazardous design feature, 

generate significant traffic during construction and operation, or conflict with any plan, ordinance, or policy 

addressing the circulation system, but may require temporary lane closures for construction. These closures 

would be short-term but could have the potential to increase traffic and hinder emergency vehicle access. 
Bike paths are located along Tournament Road, Rockwell Canyon Road and Orchard Village Road, all of 

which were part of the Approved Project alignment. Implementation of a traffic control plan and Mitigation 

Measure 6 would ensure impacts would be less than significant. The Recirculated MND did not evaluate 

Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) transportation impacts because the MND was adopted before VMT analysis 
was required by the CEQA Guidelines (Checklist question 5.17. b). The Recirculated MND concluded that 

transportation impacts would be reduced to less than significant with implementation of Mitigation 

Measure 6 in accordance with the methodologies required at the time of MND. 
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Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, 

roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

No New Impact. Construction of the Modified Project is expected to last approximately 13 months, and at 

its peak would generate approximately five haul truck trips for soils disposal, 12 worker vehicle trips, and 

28 transfers of concrete for slurry backfill, asphalt, and sand. Construction staging and construction 

activities for the Modified Project would occur in the public right-of-way which would result in temporary 
street or lane closures and could create temporary traffic impacts and potential impacts to bicycle paths. 

The Modified Project would have more traffic lane closure impacts because the pipeline alignment is 5,410 

feet longer than the Approved Project, and all segments of the alignment would be located on public streets, 

whereas a segment of the Approved Project alignment would be located on a maintenance road adjacent to 

the Pico Canyon Wash flood control canyon, which is not used for public access. The Modified Project 

would include a segment along 16th Street, which includes a bike path that would not have been affected by 

the Approved Project alignment. Nevertheless, construction traffic impacts would be short-term and would 
be addressed with implementation of the traffic control plan required as part of the project; the traffic control 

plan would address motor vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian traffic and ensure safety of all forms of travel 

through the construction area. Long term, the Modified Project consisting of a belowground recycled water 
pipeline, would not conflict with programs, ordinances or policies addressing the circulation system in the 

City of Santa Clarita and County of Los Angeles because operation and maintenance vehicle trips would 

be minimal. Overall, impacts to the public circulation system would remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in new significant conflicts with a program plan, ordinance or policy 

addressing the circulation system, nor increase the severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. 

No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

No New Impact. CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) outlines criteria for analyzing 

transportation impacts in terms of VMT, which refers to the amount and distance of automobile travel 

attributable to a project. For construction of the Modified Project, as with the Approved Project, 
construction workers would commute to project sites primarily by automobiles. As noted in Transportation 

impact a), the Modified Project at its peak would require approximately 12 worker vehicle trips per day 

during the construction period. According to the Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts 

in CEQA, “projects that generate or attract fewer than 110 trips per day generally may be assumed to cause 
a less-than-significant transportation impact” (Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 2018). 
Construction worker trips would be temporary and would be far less than 110 trips per day and would thus 

not result in a perceivable increase in VMT. The Modified Project would not have the potential to increase 
VMTs on a per capita basis, and operation and maintenance would be minimal and incorporated into 

SCVWA’s existing O&M program. The Modified Project would not conflict with CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15064.3. 

The Modified Project would not result in new transportation impacts or increase the severity of impacts 

identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary.  
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Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 

intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would not construct new roadways and existing roadways would be 

restored to pre-construction conditions. No road design hazards would be expected, and hazards during 

construction would be address through implementation of a traffic control plan. No new impact would 

occur.  

The impacts of the Modified Project would be the same as the impacts of the Approved Project considered 

in the Recirculated MND and would not result in impacts related to geometric design features or 

incompatible uses. No new mitigation would be required. 

c) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

No New Impact. As discussed in Transportation impact a) and b), construction of the Modified Project 

would require temporary street or lane closures and would generate vehicle trips associated with 

construction worker travel and delivery of materials and equipment. While lane closures have the potential 

to hinder emergency vehicle access, impacts would be short-term and are comparable to the impacts 
identified and mitigated in the Recirculated MND, although the Approved Project would have fewer overall 

lane closures because one segment of the alignment would not be on public road, but rather on a 

maintenance access road of the Pico Canyon Wash flood control channel. Nevertheless, short-term impacts 
of the Modified Project on emergency access would remain less than significant with implementation of 

Mitigation Measure 6.  

The Modified Project would not result in new impacts related to emergency access, nor increase the severity 

of impacts discussed in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures would be necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

Mitigation Measure 6 

Prior to construction activities, the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall notify the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Los Angeles County Fire Department of construction activities that would impede 

movement (such as a lane closures) along the proposed line to allow emergency response teams to reroute 

traffic to alternative routes, if needed.  

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed. 
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5.18 Tribal Cultural Resources 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

 

a) Would the Project cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in Public Resources Code 

section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 

cultural landscape that is geographically defined in 
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 

sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 

California Native American tribe, and that is: 

 

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California     

 Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 

register of historical resources as defined in 

Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its     

 discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 

set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 

Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria 

set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 

consider the significance of the resource to a 

California Native American tribe.     

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Recirculated MND was prepared before the Tribal Cultural Resources topic was added to the CEQA 

checklist. However, the Approved Project found no known historic or cultural resources in the Project area 

and determined that the potential to encounter cultural resources would be low because the construction 

would take place in 100 percent pre-disturbed areas (roadway right-of-ways and access roads with existing 
utility infrastructure). Nevertheless, the Approved Project included cultural resources mitigation measures 

to implement in the event that cultural resources or human remains were encountered during excavation. 

Impacts were found to be less than significant.  

Additionally, in 2017, SCVWA met with the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (FTBMI), 

who are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project area. As a result of the meeting, SCVWA 
revised two cultural resources mitigation measures in the Recirculated MND (Mitigation Measures 1 and 

3) that now includes notification of the FTBMI Tribal Historical and Cultural Preservation Officer in the 

event cultural resources or human remains are encountered during construction, as well as procedures to 

implement in the event human remains are encountered.  
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Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public 

Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically 

defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 

California Native American tribe, and that is:  

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register 

of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or  

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, 

to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 

5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 

5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native 

American tribe. 

No New Impact. Similar to the Approved Project, construction of the recycled pipeline alignment of the 

Modified Project would take place in 100 percent pre-disturbed areas that have been developed with paved 

public roads and contain underground utilities. No Native American historical or cultural resources are 
known to exist in the Project area and the potential to encounter tribal historical and cultural resources is 

low. With implementation of Mitigation Measures 1 and 3, no significant impacts to Native American 

tribal historical and cultural resources would be expected.  

The Modified Project would be comparable to the Approved Project and would not result in new or 

increased severity of any significant tribal cultural resource impacts. No new mitigation measures would 

be required.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND  

Mitigation Measure 1 

If any archaeological materials are encountered during construction activities, work shall cease in the area 

of the find and a qualified archaeologist shall be secured by contacting the South Central Coastal 

Information Center located at California State University, Fullerton, or a member of the Society of 
Professional Archaeologists (SOPA) or a SOPA‐qualified archaeologist, who shall determine the 

significance of the resource(s) as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The 

archaeologist shall prepare a survey, study, or report evaluating the impact. Said survey, study, or report 
shall contain appropriate measure(s), as necessary, for the preservation, conservation, or relocation of the 

resource, and the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall comply with the measure(s). In addition, the FTBMI, Tribal 

Historic and Cultural Preservation Officer (THCPO), Kimia Fatehi, O: 818.837.0794, C: 949.235.2838, 

shall be secured. 

Mitigation Measure 3 

If human remains are encountered unexpectedly during construction activities, State Health and Safety 

Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made the 
necessary findings as to origin and disposition pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 

5097.98. In the event that human remains are discovered during said activities, all work shall stop 

immediately and the NCWD (now SCVWA) shall contact the Los Angeles County Coroner. In addition, if 

the remains are determined to be of Native American descent, the County Coroner has 24 hours to notify 
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the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) and the FTBMI THCPO, Kimia Fatehi, O: 

818.837.0794, C: 949.235.2838.  

• The NAHC will immediately notify the person it believes to be the California Native 

American tribe associated with the Project address. That tribe shall then pursue its Most 

Likely Descendent (MLD) protocol.  

• The MLD has 48 hours to make recommendations to the owner, or representative, for the 

treatment or disposition, with proper dignity, of the human remains and grave goods.  

• If the owner does not accept the descendant’s recommendations, the owner or the descendent 
may request mediation by the NAHC and the FTBMI.  

• All soil disturbances in any find area will be monitored by a professional FTBMI Monitor, 

whose contact will be provided by the THCPO upon request. 

New Mitigation Measures  

None needed.  

5.19 Utilities and Service Systems 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

Would the Modified Project: 

 a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of     
  new or expanded water, wastewater treatment or 

storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, 

or telecommunications facilities, the construction 

or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

 

 b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the     
  Project and reasonably foreseeable future 

development during normal, dry and multiple dry 

years? 
 

 c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment     

  provider which serves or may serve the Project 

that it has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s 
projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments? 

 
 d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local     

  standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 

infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment 

of solid waste reduction goals? 

 

 e) Comply with federal, state, and local management     

   and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid  
   waste? 
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Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Approved Project would have less than significant impacts on utilities and service systems. The 

Approved Project would not generate water or wastewater, cause an exceedance of wastewater treatment 
requirements, and would not require the expansion of wastewater treatment facilities. The Approved Project 

would not induce unplanned population or employment growth that would increase water, wastewater, 

storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas or telecommunications demand beyond existing capacity 

for any infrastructure facilities and utilities services. While operation of the Modified Project would not 
generate any solid waste or require significant energy, construction activities would generate a minimal 

amount of solid waste and require a minimal amount of energy. However, these impacts would be short-

term and would not exceed the capacity of existing electric utilities or permitted landfills. No mitigation 

would be required. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment or 

storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction 

or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

No Impact. The Modified Project would include construction of approximately 28,400 linear feet of new 

recycled water pipeline as part of SCVWA’s planned extension of recycled water to the western portion of 
the City of Santa Clarita. The recycled water would replace potable water for irrigation and would be 
provided to existing SCVWA customers. The pipeline alignment of the Modified project would require 

5,410 linear feet more pipeline than the Approved Project but would avoid construction adjacent to the Pico 

Canyon Wash flood control channel. Similar to the Approved Project, no expansion of the Valencia WRP 

would be required to provide the recycled water.  

As discussed in Section 5.14 Population and Housing, the Modified Project would not induce unplanned 

population or employment growth that would increase demand on existing utility services and facilities. 
Construction of the Modified Project would occur entirely within paved roadways which would be restored 

to pre-construction conditions. Operation would not require or result in the relocation or construction of 

new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 

telecommunications facilities. No impacts would be expected.  

The Modified Project would be comparable to the Approved Project and would not result in new impacts 

or increased severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the Project and reasonably foreseeable future 

development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years? 

No Impact. The Modified Project involves expansion of SCVWA’s recycled water infrastructure to 
augment and increase reliability of potable water supply. Construction would require minimal water use for 
activities such as dust control or concrete mixing. Operation of underground recycled water pipelines would 

not generate the need for increased water supplies. The Modified Project would not require construction or 

expansion of water treatment facilities. No impacts would occur. No mitigation would be required. 

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the Project 

that it has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments? 
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No Impact. The Modified Project involves the implementation of SCVWA’s planned extension of pipeline 

to deliver recycled water, produced at the existing Valencia WRP, to existing customers in the western 

portion of the City of Santa Clarita who currently rely on potable water for irrigation. Similar to the 

Approved Project, no expansion of the Valencia WRP would be required for the Modified Project. 

The Modified Project involves expansion of recycled water service but would not induce unplanned 

population or employment growth that would require or result in the need for increased wastewater 

collection or treatment services. No new impact would occur. 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not result in any impact to the 

existing wastewater treatment system or increase the severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated 

MND. No new mitigation would be required. 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 

infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project would generate minor amounts of solid waste debris and excess soils 

requiring disposal at the local landfill. Similar to the Approved Project, no demolition of existing structures 
would be required. The construction contractor would be required to dispose of solid waste and soils in 

accordance with local solid waste disposal requirements and would recycle any solid waste to the extent 

possible. Waste would be hauled to the Chiquita Landfill, located approximately eight miles from the site. 
Although the Modified Project requires construction of 5,410 additional linear feet of pipeline, which is 

more than the Approved Project, the Modified Project would not impact the local landfill beyond its 

permitted capacity and would have minimal impacts on attainment of solid waste reduction goals. Operation 
of the belowground recycled water pipelines would not generate any solid waste. Impacts would remain 

less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in generation of excess solid waste that would result in any new 

impacts to existing landfills or increase the severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No 

mitigation would be required. 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to 

solid waste? 

No New Impact. As discussed in item d) above, construction of the Modified Project would generate a 

minor amount of solid waste. The construction contractor would comply with all federal, state, and local 

management and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste. Operation of the recycled water 
pipelines would not generate solid waste. Impacts would remain less than significant. No new mitigation 

would be required. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None. 

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 
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5.20 Wildfire 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands  

classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would  

the Project: 

 a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response     

   plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

 b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,     
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project  

occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire  

or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

 c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated     
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency  

water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may  

exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or  

ongoing impacts to the environment? 

 d) Expose people or structures to significant risks,     

including downslopes or downstream flooding or  
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope  

instability, or drainage changes?  

Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

Wildfire impacts of the Approved Project were not specifically evaluated in the Recirculated MND because 

the Recirculated MND was adopted prior to the Wildfire checklist questions being added to the current 
CEQA Checklist in Appendix B of the CEQA Guidelines. However, as discussed in the Hazards and 

Hazardous Materials section of the Recirculated MND (Section 5.8.h), the Approved Project would not 

expose people or structures to significant risk or loss, injury or death involving wildland fires because the 

project is a utility line extension in an existing urbanized area. Accordingly, the Recirculated MND 

concluded that no impact would occur. The Recirculated MND however, did include Mitigation Measure 

6 that would require the SCVWA to notify the Los Angeles County Fire Department of construction 

activities that would impede movement (such as lane closures) along the proposed pipelines to allow 

emergency response teams to reroute traffic to alternative routes if needed. 
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Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is located within existing public roadways within the City of Santa 

Clarita. The Santa Clarita Valley has freeway access along three routes (I-5, SR 14, and SR 126) for use 

during an evacuation or in the event of an emergency (City of Santa Clarita 2011). Construction activities 
and equipment staging required for installation of the additional pipelines and may require temporary street 

or lane closures. While these closures have the potential to affect evacuation or emergency response routes, 

impacts would be short-term, and implementation of a traffic control plan and Mitigation Measure 6 would 

ensure impacts remain less than significant. No new impact would occur. No new mitigation would be 

required.  

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project 

occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

No New Impact. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s Fire and Resource Assessment 
Program (FRAP) developed Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) maps to designate zones with varying 

degrees of fire hazard (i.e. moderate, high, and very high) based on factors such as fuel, slope and fire 

weather. While FHSZs do not predict when or where a wildfire will occur, they do identify where wildfire 
hazards could be more severe (FRAP 2020). The pipeline alignment of the Modified Project, as with the 

pipeline alignment in Approved Project, is located within the Santa Clarita Local Responsibility Area 

(LRA) and is designated as non-VHFHSZ (Figure 5-1a and 5-1b), except for the small segment along 
Valencia Boulevard west of the I-5 Freeway. Property damage and public safety risks associated with 

wildfire are greatest where homes and other structures are located adjacent to large open areas with hillsides 

dominated by native vegetation. The Modified Project, as with the Approved Project is located in an 

urbanized area of the City of Santa Clarita, and would include construction and operation of a belowground 
pipeline within existing paved public rights-of-way. Construction activities and equipment staging would 

occur within roadways devoid of vegetation. After construction, the ground surface would be restored to 

pre-construction conditions. The potential to exacerbate wildfire risks would be less than significant.  
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Figure 5-1a: Santa Clarita LRA VHFHSZ 
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Figure 5-1b: Santa Clarita LRA VHFHSZ with Modified Project 

 

 

The Modified Project is comparable to the Approved Project and would not result in the new potential to 

significantly exacerbate wildfire risk or increase the severity of potential wildfire risk impacts identified in 

the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required.  

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 

emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result 

in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

No New Impact. As discussed in response b) above, construction of the Modified Project would occur within 

existing public rights-of-ways within an urbanized area of the City of Santa Clarita. After installation of the 

belowground pipelines, the roadways would be returned to pre-project conditions. The Modified Project, 

as with the Approved Project, would include installation of belowground recycled water pipelines with 

minimal potential to exacerbate wildfire risk and no ongoing impacts to the environment. Impacts would 

remain less than significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in new wildfire risks or increase the severity of wildfire risks 

addressed in the Recirculated MND. No new mitigation would be required.  
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d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslopes or downstream flooding or 

landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

No New Impact. Property damage and public safety risks associated with wildfire are greatest where 

structures are located adjacent to large open areas, with hillsides dominated by native vegetation. The 

Modified Project includes construction and operation of a belowground pipeline within existing paved 

rights-of-way of an urbanized area of Santa Clarita, with the majority of the project located outside of the 

VHFHZ zone. As with the Approved Project, the construction and operation of the Modified Project would 

not result in changes to existing drainage, slope, or flooding conditions in the area. No impact would occur. 

The Modified Project would be comparable to Approved Project and would not result in new or increased 

severity of flooding or landslide risks associated with post fire conditions. No new mitigation would be 

required.  

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

None.  

New Mitigation Measures 

None needed. 

5.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 New Potentially New  

 Significant Mitigation No Impact/ Reduced  

  Impact  Required  No New Impact   Impact  

  
 a) Does the Project have the potential to substantially     

  degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 

species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 

below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate 
a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 

the number or restrict the range of a rare or 

endangered plant or animal or eliminate important 

examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

 

 b) Does the Project have impacts that are individually     
  limited, but cumulatively considerable? 

(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the 
incremental effects of a Project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past 

projects, the effects of other current projects, and 

the effects of probable future projects)? 

 
 c) Does the Project have environmental effects which     

  will cause substantial adverse effects on human 

beings, either directly or indirectly? 
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Summary of Findings from the Recirculated MND  

The Recirculated MND found that construction and operation of the Approved Project would have a less 

than significant impact on the environment with implementation of mitigation measures. No significant and 
unavoidable impacts were identified, and the Project does not have environmental effects which would 

cause substantial adverse effect on human beings, vegetation, or wildlife either directly or indirectly. 

Although construction of the Approved Project would cause temporary impacts related to street closures 

and excavation of trenches during pipeline installation, these activities would be short term and mitigated 

to have less than significant impacts. Operation of the Approved Project would have no additional impacts. 

Discussion of the Modified Project 

Would the Modified Project: 

a) Does the Project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 

below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 

the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important 

examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is the construction and operation of 28,400 linear feet of recycled 

water pipeline to provide existing SCVWA customers with recycled water (in place of potable water) for 

landscape irrigation. The Modified Project would be located within existing paved roadways and would 

have no expected impact to biological or cultural resources. The alignment contains no vegetation or habitat 
that would be able to support sensitive or endangered plant or animal species. Construction would occur 

within pre-disturbed locations, so no known historic resources would be impacted, and no cultural or tribal 

resources are expected to be uncovered during construction. The alignment of the Modified Project would 

not occur along the Pico Canyon flood control channel which slightly reduces the potential for construction-
site storm water discharges to directly discharge to surface water. With implementation of mitigation 

measures noted throughout this document, construction and operation of Modified Project, like the 

Approved Project described in the Recirculated MND, would not have the potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, reduce wildlife habitat, result in adverse impacts to wildlife populations and 

communities, or eliminate important examples of major periods of California history or pre-history. 

The Modified Project would not result in an increase in the degradation of environmental resources or 

increase the severity of degradation identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation measures 

would be necessary because the Modified Project alignment would be located within existing public rights-

of-way within existing roadways and operated for the same purpose as the Approved Project identified in 

the Recirculated MND. 

b) Does the Project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 

(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a Project are considerable when 

viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the 

effects of probable future projects)? 

No New Impact. The Modified Project is the Phase 2C (South End) Extension of the Recycled Water Main 

Project and is identified in the CLWA Lake Water Agency (now SCVWA) Recycled Water Master Plan 
(RWMP), along with Phase 2A (Bouquet) Extension, Phase 2B (Vista Canyon) Extension), and Phase 2D 

(Valencia) Extension as additional components to the recycled water program. The RWMP updates the 

2002 Recycled Water Master Plan to identify opportunities to use recycled water in the Santa Clarita Valley. 

Potential operational changes for each RWMP component were analyzed and mitigated, as necessary, 
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within the RWMP Draft Program EIR. Construction of Phases 2B and 2D extensions are currently 

underway; Phase 2A extension is a future project that has not yet been designed. These phased projects are 

evaluated together with the Modified Project to assess whether their implementation would result in 

cumulatively considerable impacts.  

To begin with, air quality impacts of the Modified Project were evaluated against SCAQMD regional 

thresholds designed to gauge an individual project’s cumulative impacts. As discussed in Section 5.3.b of 

this Addendum, construction-related daily emissions from the Modified Project would not exceed any 
regional SCAQMD thresholds of significance, and therefore, the Modified Project would not contribute to 

a cumulatively considerable increase in emissions. Construction emissions of criteria pollutants would 

remain less than significant. 

All other environmental resource impacts evaluated in this Addendum to the Phase 2C Extension were 

identified as having no impact or less than significant impacts, similar to the Approved Project. Therefore, 

the incremental impact of the Modified Project, which is relatively small in scale, together with impacts of 

Phases 2A, 2B and 2D of SCVWA’s recycled water main extension project would be considered less than 

significant. This is due in part to the fact that the project would be constructed in various locations and at 

varying times. Many of the potential short-term construction related impacts such as transportation, noise, 
hazards, biological resources, greenhouse gases, hydrology, and aesthetics would occur in individual 

localized areas within a discrete period of time, and potential for overlapping cumulative impacts among 

individual projects together with the Modified Project is minor. Additionally, the related Phased projects 
would be required to comply with the same or similar regulations and mitigation measures that would 

minimize construction impacts and avoid any operational impacts. Therefore, implementation of the 

Modified Project together with existing and future related projects would not be expected to result in 

cumulatively considerable significant impacts. 

The Modified Project would not result in an increase in cumulatively considerable impacts or increase the 

severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation would be needed. 

c) Does the Project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human 

beings, either directly or indirectly? 

No New Impact. This environmental evaluation found that the Modified Project would either pose no 

impact, would result in less than significant impacts or that impacts would be less than significant with 
implementation of mitigation measures. Consequently, the Modified Project would not result in any 

environmental effects that would cause substantial adverse effects on human beings directly or indirectly. 

The Modified Project would not result in an increase in adverse effects on human beings or increase the 

severity of impacts identified in the Recirculated MND. No additional mitigation would be necessary. 

Applicable Mitigation Measures from the Recirculated MND 

Mitigation Measures 1 and 3 listed in Section 5.5 address any potential impacts to cultural resources 

uncovered during excavation activities. Mitigation Measure 2 listed in Section 5.7 addresses any potential 
impacts to paleontological resources that could be discovered during excavation. Mitigation Measures 4 

and 5 listed in Sections 5.7 and 5.10 respectively address potential geotechnical impacts and storm water 

quality impacts during construction. Finally, Mitigation Measure 6, listed in Section 5.9, addresses any 

potential impacts related to emergency response during construction.  

New Mitigation Measures  

 

None needed. 
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APPENDIX A: AIR QUALITY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

MODEL OUTPUT DATA FOR MODIFIED PROJECT   
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              

 
SUMMARY 
 
Staff is recommending approval of a resolution adopting an addendum to the previously 
certified 2005 Final Environmental Impact Report and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program Under the California Environmental Quality Act for the Honby Pipeline Project 
(Modified Project). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
On July 13, 2005, the Castaic Lake Water Agency’s (CLWA) Board of Directors certified the 
2005 Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program (MMRP) as the Lead Agency for the Honby Pipeline Project (Original Project) by 
Resolution 2415. 
  
This EIR Addendum addresses changes to the Original Project that occurred after certification 
of the 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. CLWA was the CEQA Lead Agency for the 2005 
Final EIR for the Original Project. This Addendum addresses the Modified Project in relation to 
the previous environmental review document prepared for the Original Project. Section 15164 
of the 2019 CEQA Guidelines defines the function of an EIR Addendum as follows: 
 

• The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously 
certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions 
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred. 
 

• A brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to 
Section 15162 should be included in an addendum to an EIR, the lead agency's 
findings on the project, or elsewhere in the record. 

 
The Original Project was defined in two phases, as described in the 2005 Final EIR (CLWA 
2005): 
 

• Phase 1 would consist of a new 2,500-foot-long segment of pipeline, connecting the 
existing 84-inch treated water pipeline that leads from the existing Rio Vista Water 
Treatment Plant to the existing Honby Pipeline, via Newhall Ranch Road. Most of the 
Phase 1 pipeline alignment is within Newhall Ranch Road Right-of-Way, except for the 

DATE: May 10, 2021 
 

TO: Board of Directors 
 

FROM: Courtney Mael, P.E. 
Chief Engineer 
 

SUBJECT: Approve a Resolution Adopting the Addendum to the Previously Certified 
2005 Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Honby Pipeline Project 
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eastern-most 550 feet of pipeline, which is south of Newhall Ranch Road within 
easements owned by SCV Water. At the time of preparation of this Addendum, Phase 
1 of the Original Project has been constructed. Phase 1 alignment is shown on Figure 
1 below in a light blue color.  
 

• Phase 2 would consist of a new 7,000-foot-long segment of pipeline, replacing the 
existing Honby Pipeline between the point of connection with the Phase 1 pipeline 
segment in Newhall Ranch Road, and the Sand Canyon Pump Station. The alignment 
of Phase 2 of the Original Project initiated at the north bank of the Santa Clara River, 
and crossed the river parallel to and on the western side of the above-ground First Los 
Angeles Aqueduct. On the south side of the river, the pipeline alignment turned east 
through the northern portion of the East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, crossed the 
new Golden Valley Road flyover and under property owned by LADWP, and finally 
within the existing roadways along Soledad Street, Reuther Avenue, and Santa Clara 
Street to the connection point near the Sand Canyon Pump Station and the 
intersection of Santa Clara Street and Furnivall Avenue. The Approved Phase 2 
alignment is shown on Figure 1 below in a dashed green color. 

 
Figure 1: Approved Project Phase 2 Alignment 

 
 
The Modified Project is as follows: 
 

• Phase 1 of the Modified Project is the same as described for the Original Project and 
has already been constructed. Phase 1 alignment is shown on Figure 2 below in a light 
blue color. 
 

• Phase 2 of the Modified Project would be approximately 6,500 feet in length, 500 feet 
less than previously analyzed, and coated and lined with a cement mortar. The Phase 2 
pipeline would initiate at the north bank of the Santa Clara River, instead of crossing the 
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river parallel to the above-ground Los Angeles Aqueduct, and continue east for 
approximately 1,500 feet along the north bank of the Santa Clara River, within an 
existing bicycle path. After approximately 1,500 feet, Phase 2 of the Modified Project 
would cross under the Santa Clara River and turn east just north of Valley Center Drive. 
From that point, Phase 2 of the Modified Project would follow the same alignment as the 
Original Project. The pipeline would cross under the new Golden Valley Road flyover 
and property owned by the LADPW, within existing roadways including Soledad Street, 
Reuther Avenue, and Santa Clara Street. The Phase 2 pipeline would end near the 
Honby Pump Station. The Modified Phase 2 alignment is shown on Figure 2 below in a 
dark blue color. 

 
• All appurtenances associated with the Phase 2 pipeline would be the same under the 

Modified Project as described for the Original Project, including blow-off/pump-out 
facilities, cathodic test stations, and manway vaults. These features would provide 
access to the pipeline for maintenance purposes, and would protect the pipeline from 
water hammer, collapse, and corrosion.  

 
Figure 2: Modified Project Phase 2 Alignment 

 
 
The main changes to the Modified alignment were the reduction of 500 feet of the overall Honby 
Phase 2 Pipeline and the addition of a Microtunnling construction option in the analysis to 
reduce groundwater disturbance. A visual comparison between the Approved and Modified 
Honby Pipeline alignments are shown below in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Approved and Modified Project Phase 2 Alignment 

 
 
SCV Water has advertised this addendum on its website for public review from March 23, 2021 
to April 23, 2021. Here is a link to the addendum on the SCV Water’s website:  
 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Honby-EIR-Addendum_FINAL-
March2021.pdf 
 
Here are links to the 2005 Final and Draft Honby Pipeline Project EIR (California State 
Clearinghouse No. 2005011071) on SCV Water’s website: 
 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CLWA-Honby-Pipeline-FEIR.pdf 
 
https://yourscvwater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Draft-Honby-EIR.pdf 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CONSIDERATIONS 
With the assistance of Rincon Consulting Inc., an Addendum to the Final Environmental 
Impact Report was prepared to analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with 
project modifications to the Original Project.  
 
In accordance with Section 15164(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, an Addendum to an EIR 
can be prepared by the Lead Agency that prepared the original EIR, or by a responsible 
agency if some changes or additions are necessary. Furthermore, the conditions that require 
preparation of a Subsequent EIR, as described in Section 15162(a) of the CEQA Guidelines 
are not met, therefore an EIR Addendum is the appropriate level of CEQA documentation for 
the Modified Project. 
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The Modified Project proposes no substantial changes to the Original Project nor have 
substantial changes occurred that would require major revisions to the certified Final EIR 
prepared for the Original Project. Impacts beyond those identified and analyzed in the certified 
Final EIR would not be expected to occur as a result of the Modified Project. Overall, the 
proposed modifications to the Original Project that constitute the Modified Project would not 
result in new information of substantial importance that would have new, more severe 
impacts, new mitigation measures, or new or revised alternative from what was identified for 
the Original Project in the certified Final EIR. Therefore, SCV Water concludes that the 
analyses conducted, and the conclusions reached in the 2005 Final EIR remain valid. 
 
FINAL CEQA DOCUMENTS FOR BOARD APPROVAL  
 
The State CEQA guidelines Section 15164(d) require the decision-making body to consider the 
Addendum with the final EIR prior to making a decision on the project. Adoption of the 
Addendum to the EIR is dependent on the finding by the Board of Directors that, based on the 
whole record before it, there is no substantial evidence that the proposed project will have a 
significant impact on the environment, and that the Addendum to the EIR reflects the lead 
Agency’s independent judgment and analysis. The Addendum to the EIR is attached to the 
resolution as Exhibit A.  
 
It should be noted that the Modified Project will be subject to all previously required mitigation 
measures from the certified Final EIR for the Original Project. The MMRP adopted for the 
Original Project would be applicable to the Modified Project. 
 
All of the above documentation, including other materials that constitute the record of 
proceedings upon which the lead Agency decision is based, is on file at Santa Clarita Valley 
Water Agency, 26521 Summit Circle, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. 
 
On May 6, 2021, the Engineering and Operations Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve a resolution adopting the addendum to the previously certified 2005 
Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Honby Pipeline Project. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Engineering & Operations Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve a 
resolution adopting the Addendum to the previously certified 2005 Final Environmental Impact 
Report for the Honby Pipeline Project (State Clearinghouse [SCH] No. 2005011071). 
 
Attachments 
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV______ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY  

ADOPTING AN ADDENDUM TO THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM UNDER THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT FOR THE HONBY PIPELINE 

PROJECT (SCH NO. 2005011071) 
 

WHEREAS, the existing Honby Pipeline is currently operating over capacity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Honby Pipeline is in need for an upsize to meet operational demands 
and flexibility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Honby Pipeline Project (Project) was divided into two phases for ease of 
construction; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Honby Phase 1 Project was a 2,500 linear foot that was constructed in 
2006 as part of construction of the Golden Valley Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Honby Pipeline Phase 2 Project needed to upsize an existing pipeline 
for operational demands and flexibility; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 13, 2005, the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA)’s Board of 
Directors adopted the 2005 Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the Lead Agency for the Honby Pipeline 
Project by Resolution 2415; and 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2021, an Addendum to the EIR was prepared to analyze changes 
to potential environmental impacts due to pipeline alignment modifications of the 
proposed Honby Pipeline Phase 2 Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s Board of Directors needs to review the Addendum to the EIR 
attached as Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s Board of Directors will need to adopt the Addendum to the 
EIR as the lead agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency’s Board of Directors has determined that the proposed Project 
can be approved because there is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record 
that the Project may have a significant effect on the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency and its Board of Directors have considered all of the information 
presented to it as set forth above and in this Resolution and action taken hereby is a 
result of the Board’s independent judgment and analysis. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the SCV Water Board does hereby find 
and determine as follows:  
 

SECTION 1.  RECITALS.  SCV Water finds that the foregoing recitals are true 
and correct and are incorporated herein as substantive findings of this Resolution.  
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SECTION 2.  COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY ACT.  As a decision-making body for the Project, SCV Water has reviewed 
and considered the information contained in the Addendum to the EIR, comments 
received, and other documents contained in the administrative record for the Project.  
Based on SCV Water’s independent review and analysis, SCV Water finds that the 
Addendum to the EIR and administrative record contain a complete and accurate 
reporting of the environmental impacts associated with the Project, and that the 
Addendum to the EIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines. 

SECTION 3.  FINDINGS ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.  Based on the whole 
record before it, including the Addendum to the EIR, the administrative record, and all 
other written and oral evidence presented to SCV Water, SCV Water finds that all 
environmental impacts of the Project are either less than significant or can be mitigated 
to a level of less than significant under the mitigation measures outlined in the EIR and 
the MMRP. SCV Water finds that substantial evidence fully supports the conclusion that 
no significant and unavoidable impacts will occur and that, alternatively, there is no 
substantial evidence in the administrative record supporting a fair argument that the 
Project may result in any significant environmental impacts. SCV Water finds that the 
Addendum to the EIR contains a complete, objective, and accurate reporting of the 
environmental impacts associated with the Project and reflects the independent 
judgment and analysis of SCV Water. 

SECTION 4.  ADOPTION OF THE ADDENDUM TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT.  SCV Water hereby approves and adopts the Addendum to the EIR 
as the lead agency. 

SECTION 5.  ADOPTION OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING AND 
REPORTING PROGRAM.  In accordance with Public Resources Code section 21081.6, 
SCV Water hereby adopts the MMRP referenced in the Addendum to the EIR, being 
identical to the MMRP in the Original EIR. In the event of any inconsistencies between 
the Mitigation Measures as set forth in the EIR and the MMRP, the MMRP shall control. 

SECTION 6.  LOCATION AND CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS.  The documents 
and materials associated with the Project and the Addendum to the EIR that constitute 
the record of proceedings on which these findings are based are located at the offices of 
the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Rd, Santa Clarita, CA 
91350. The Custodian of Record is April Jacobs. 

SECTION 7. NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. The SCV Water hereby directs 
staff to prepare, execute, and file a Notice of Determination with the Los Angeles County 
Clerk’s office and the Office of Planning and Research within five (5) working days of 
adoption of this Resolution.   
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ADDENDUM TO THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  
AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM  

FOR THE HONBY PIPELINE PROJECT 
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1 Introduction 

This document was prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

and the current (2020) CEQA Guidelines. This document is an Addendum to the previously certified 

2005 Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Honby Pipeline Project (Original Project). This 

EIR Addendum addresses changes to the Original Project that occurred after certification of the 

2005 Final EIR for the Original Project; the project assessed in this EIR Addendum is heretofore 

referred to as the Modified Project. Section 2, Project Description, provides a detailed description of 

the Modified Project, including comparison to the Original Project.  

Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA) was the CEQA Lead Agency for the 2005 Final EIR for the Original 

Project. In 2018, CLWA and its Santa Clarita Water Division merged with Newhall County Water 

District and the Valencia Water Company, to form the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency (SCV 

Water), which is the CEQA Lead Agency for the environmental review in this EIR Addendum. This 

Addendum addresses the Modified Project in relation to the previous environmental review 

document prepared for the Original Project. Section 15164 of the 2019 CEQA Guidelines defines the 

function of an EIR Addendum as follows: 

The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if 

some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 

calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred. 

A brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to Section 15162 

should be included in an addendum to an EIR, the lead agency's findings on the project, or 

elsewhere in the record. 

1.1 Background 

The Final EIR for the Original Project (SCH #2005011071) was certified by the CLWA Board of 

Directors on July 13, 2005. As noted above, CLWA is now SCV Water, which was formed in 2018 as a 

merger between CLWA and its Santa Clarita Water Division, Newhall County Water District, and the 

Valencia Water Company. This merger was enacted pursuant to Senate Bill 634, which also 

designated SCV Water as the successor in interest to CLWA’s contract with the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) for an allocation of State Water Project (SWP) water. 

Accordingly, SCV Water is now the wholesale water agency for the Santa Clarita Valley, with a 

service area of approximately 195 square miles (124,000 acres), and a population of approximately 

273,000 (expected to grow to approximately 420,000 at full build-out). SCV Water also provides 

wholesale SWP water to Los Angeles County Waterworks District #36.  

The 2005 Final EIR evaluated the environmental effects of the Original Project. The 2005 Final EIR 

consists of the Draft EIR, responses to public and agency comments received during the review 

period, revised text to the Draft EIR based on responses to comments and other information, the 

Initial Study for the Original Project, and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP). 

Technical analyses from the 2005 Final EIR are utilized or referenced throughout this Addendum, as 

applicable.  

The 2005 EIR for the Original Project contained in-depth analyses of the following environmental 

issue areas: air quality; biological resources; noise; and population and housing. All other 

environmental issue areas were found to not be significant in the Initial Study prepared for the 
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Original Project and therefore were not assessed in detail in the EIR. Since certification of the 2005 

Final EIR, the CEQA Guidelines have been updated to modify certain significance criteria, and to 

identify new issue areas that were not previously addressed in the Appendix G Environmental 

Checklist. For the purposes of this Addendum, all environmental issue areas and significance criteria 

identified in the current (2019) CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist are addressed 

for the Modified Project. 

The Modified Project consists of the Original Project with design modifications that were 

incorporated after certification of the 2005 Final EIR, as described in Section 2, Project Description. 

This Addendum to the previously adopted 2005 Final EIR and has been prepared by SCV Water, as 

the CEQA Lead Agency, to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the proposed Modified 

Project. This Addendum has been prepared in accordance with the relevant provisions of CEQA and 

Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines.  

Project Overview 

The Honby Pipeline Project (Original and Modified) includes two phases that would collectively 

replace an existing underground 33-inch-diameter pipeline with a new underground 60-inch-

diameter pipeline, providing connection between an existing 84-inch-diameter Treated Water 

pipeline from the Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant (Rio Vista WTP) to the existing Honby pipeline. 

The replacement pipeline that would be implemented under the Modified Project would have a 

slightly different alignment to that previously assessed. In addition, Phase 1 of the project has 

already been implemented, and therefore changes addressed in this EIR Addendum are specific to 

Phase 2 of the project. Detailed discussion of both project phases is provided in Section 2, Project 

Description.  

The existing Honby pipeline requires replacement because its size is inadequate to meet the existing 

and future demand of the SCV Water (previously CLWA) service area, and because the existing 

alignment is within the Newhall Land and Farming Company’s (Newhall) Riverpark residential 

development project. The portions of the existing Honby pipeline that interfere with the Riverpark 

project would be abandoned in place under the Modified Project, rather than removed by Newhall 

during construction of the Riverpark project, as proposed under the Original Project. The rest of the 

existing Honby pipeline would also be abandoned in place and left unaltered in its existing position. 

In addition, the need to increase conveyance capacity is independent of the existing pipeline’s 
conflicts with the Riverpark project, and the proposed pipeline would therefore be constructed even 

if Newhall were not to abandon the existing pipeline.  

Project Objectives 

As identified in the 2005 Final EIR, the objectives of the Honby Pipeline Project are as follows: 

▪ Provide the required peak capacity to serve the current and projected population in the 

affected portion of the SCV Water service area until year 2050, as planned for in the SCV 

Water Capital Improvements Program.  

▪ Accommodate changes required as a result of the Riverpark project, while ensuring access 

to the pipeline for maintenance and repairs. 

▪ Be technically compatible with the Sand Canyon Pump Station. 

The CLWA Capital Improvement Program (1988) that was in place at the time of preparation of the 

2005 Final EIR for the project was updated and incorporated into the SCV Water Capital 
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Improvement Program with the formation of SCV Water in 2018. The objectives of the Modified 

Project remain consistent to as described in the 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. 

The 2005 Final EIR determined that the increased pipeline capacity would be growth-inducing 

because it would remove an obstacle to growth, consistent with the objectives listed above. 

Because the same objectives are applicable to the Modified Project, it is anticipated that indirect 

effects, including but not limited to growth-inducement, would be the same under the Modified 

Project as under the Original Project. All potential impacts of the Modified Project are assessed in 

Section 3, Impact Analysis. 

1.2 Basis for the Addendum 

When an EIR has been certified and subsequently the project design is modified or project impacts 

are otherwise changed, such as due to changes in the environmental setting or baseline conditions, 

additional CEQA review may be necessary. The key considerations in determining the need for the 

appropriate type of additional CEQA review are outlined in Section 21166 of the Public Resources 

Code (CEQA) and Sections 15162, 15163 and 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines. An EIR Addendum is the 

appropriate level of CEQA documentation for the Modified Project, as discussed below.  

Pursuant to Section 15164(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, an Addendum to an EIR may be prepared by 

the Lead Agency that prepared the original EIR, or by a responsible agency if some changes or 

additions are necessary. The conditions that require preparation of a Subsequent EIR, as described 

in Section 15162(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, are listed in Table 1, below, in comparison to the Honby 

Pipeline Project (Original and Modified), as evidence for the basis of this EIR Addendum. 

Table 1 Conditions Requiring Preparation of a Subsequent EIR 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a) Comparison to 2020 Honby Pipeline Project 

1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project 

which will require major revisions of the previous EIR 

due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects. 

The alignment for Phase 2 of the Modified Project has 

been slightly modified to reduce or avoid potential 

impacts, and microtunneling has been introduced as a 

potential construction technique to avoid or minimize 

impacts. These changes are not considered substantial 

such that major revisions to the EIR are necessary or 

environmental impacts would substantially change in 

type or severity. 

2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the 

circumstances under which the project is undertaken 

which will require major revisions of the previous EIR 

due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects.  

Approximately 15 years have elapsed since certification 

of the 2005 Final EIR; during that time, development in 

the project area has continued, consistent with 

projected growth in the area. This does not represent 

substantial changes in the circumstances under which 

the project is undertaken, and the project objectives 

and need remain the same as addressed in the 2005 

Final EIR. 

3) New information of substantial importance, which 

was not known and could not have been known with 

the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the 

previous EIR was certified as complete, shows any of 

the following:  

a. The project will have one or more significant 

effects not discussed in the previous EIR;  

b. Significant effects previously examined will be 

substantially more severe than shown in the 

Since certification of the 2005 Final EIR, the CEQA 

Guidelines have been revised; impact thresholds from the 

most current (2020) CEQA Guidelines have been applied 

to the impact analysis for this EIR Addendum, and no new 

information of substantial importance has been identified. 

The analysis provided in Section 3 of this EIR Addendum 

indicates: 

a. The project will not result in significant effects not 

discussed in the previous EIR; 
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CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a) Comparison to 2020 Honby Pipeline Project 

previous EIR; 

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously 

found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible 

and would substantially reduce one or more 

significant effects of the project, but the 

proponents decline to adopt the mitigation 

measure or alternative. 

b. The project will not result in substantially more severe 

effects than identified in the previous EIR; 

c. No mitigation measures or alternatives previously 

found not to be feasible would now be feasible or able 

to reduce significant effects of the project. Potential 

impacts would be sufficiently reduced or avoided 

through mitigation measures identified in the previous 

EIR.  

4) Mitigation measures or alternatives that are 

considerably different from those analyzed in the 

previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more 

significant effects on the environment, but the 

project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation 

measure or alternative. 

No new or substantially different mitigation measures 

or alternatives have been identified or would be able to 

substantially reduce significant effects. The impact 

analysis provided in Section 3 of this EIR Addendum 

discusses how mitigation measures identified in the 

previous EIR would sufficiently reduce or avoid 

potentially adverse impacts. 

None of the conditions requiring a Subsequent EIR are met by the Modified Project and therefore, 

an EIR Addendum is the appropriate level of CEQA documentation for the project. An EIR Addendum 

must include a brief explanation of the Lead Agency’s decision not to prepare a Subsequent EIR and 
be supported by substantial evidence in the record as a whole (Section 15164[e]). The EIR 

Addendum need not be circulated for public review, but it may be included in or attached to the 

Final EIR (Section 15164[c]). The decision-making body must consider the Addendum to the EIR prior 

to making a decision on the project (Section 15164[d]). Once a project has been approved, the Lead 

Agency’s role in project approval is completed; therefore, as the Lead Agency for the Modified 

Project, SCV Water has discretionary approval over the Modified Project.  

The Modified Project does not meet the conditions listed Section 15162(a) requiring preparation of 

a Subsequent EIR, as addressed above in Table 1. Accordingly, the proposed Modified Project would 

not result in new or more severe impacts related to: 1) substantial changes to the Original Project 

which requires major revisions to the certified Final EIR; 2) substantial changes to the circumstances 

under which the Original Project are being undertaken which will require major revisions to the 

certified Final EIR; or 3) new information of substantial importance showing significant effects not 

previously examined. 

The certified Final EIR and this Addendum serve as informational documents to inform decision-

makers and the public of the potential environmental consequences of approving the proposed 

Modified Project. This Addendum neither controls nor determines the ultimate decision for 

approval of the proposed Modified Project. The information presented in this Addendum to the 

certified Final EIR will be considered by SCV Water alongside the certified 2005 Final EIR prior to 

making a decision on the Modified Project. 
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2 Project Description 

As described in Section 1.1.1, Project Overview, the Honby Pipeline Project would replace an 

existing 33-inch-diameter pipeline with a new 60-inch-diameter pipeline, connecting an existing 84-

inch-diameter Treated Water pipeline from the Rio Vista WTP to the existing Honby and Sand 

Canyon pipelines. The project is needed to increase conveyance capacity of the existing Honby 

pipeline to be able to meet existing and future demands, and to avoid development conflicts with 

Newhall’s Riverpark project. The Modified Project presents revisions to the Original Project, which 

were introduced to facilitate construction access and to reduce the number of easements required 

for the project. This section provides details on the project design, including comparison of the 

Original Project and the Modified Project, which is assessed in this EIR Addendum.  

No new water supply is associated with the Honby Pipeline Project, meaning that the project would 

not increase water demand or require a new water supply. The water that would be conveyed by 

the project is already part of SCV Water’s existing and planned supply. 

2.1 Location 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project is located within the Santa Clarita Valley and 

traverses along and within the Santa Clara River in the city of Santa Clarita, Los Angeles County, 

California. Please see Figure 1 for the regional project location. The Honby pipeline alignment that 

comprises the extent of the Modified Project begins at the north bank of the Santa Clara River, west 

of the above-ground Los Angeles Aqueduct. Crossing under the Los Angeles Aqueduct, the pipeline 

alignment traverses east along an existing bicycle path for approximately 1,500 LF. From there, the 

pipeline alignment crosses the Santa Clara River and turns east immediately north of Valley Center 

Drive, crossing under the Golden Valley Road flyover and Los Angeles Aqueduct Transmission Line, 

the latter of which is located on Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) property. 

The pipeline alignment then runs along Soledad Street, Reuther Avenue, and Santa Clara Street to 

the connection point near the Sand Canyon Pump Station.  

General Plan and Land Use Zones 

The current General Plan and land use designations are consistent with what was recorded in the 

2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. These include: Open Space (OS), Urban Residential (UR3), 

Community Commercial (CC), the addition of Business Park (BP), and a Significant Ecological Area 

(SEA) overlay. No zone or general plan changes are required with the Modified Project. 

2.2 Original Project Description 

The Original Project was defined in two phases, as described in the 2005 Final EIR (CLWA 2005):  

▪ Phase 1 would consist of a new 2,500-foot-long segment of pipeline, connecting the existing 

84-inch Treated Water pipeline that leads from the existing Rio Vista WTP to the existing 

Honby pipeline, via Newhall Ranch Road. Most of the Phase 1 pipeline alignment is within 

Newhall Ranch Road Right-of-Way, except for the eastern-most 550 feet of pipeline, which 

is south of Newhall Ranch Road within easements owned by SCV Water. At the time of 

preparation of this Addendum, Phase 1 of the Original Project has been constructed. 
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Figure 1 Regional Location 
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▪ Phase 2 would consist of a new 7,000-foot-long segment of pipeline, replacing the existing 

Honby pipeline between the point of connection with the Phase 1 pipeline segment in 

Newhall Ranch Road, and the Sand Canyon Pump Station. The alignment of Phase 2 of the 

Original Project initiated at the north bank of the Santa Clara River, and crossed the river 

parallel to and on the western side of the above-ground First Los Angeles Aqueduct. On the 

south side of the river, the pipeline alignment turned east through the northern portion of 

the East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, crossed the new Golden Valley Road flyover and 

under property owned by LADWP, and finally within the existing roadways along Soledad 

Street, Reuther Avenue, and Santa Clara Street to the connection point near the Sand 

Canyon Pump Station and the intersection of Santa Clara Street and Furnivall Avenue. 

Newhall Land and Farming Company would keep the existing portion of Honby pipeline in Newhall 

Ranch Road in place; pipeline removal is not part of or required for implementation of the Phase 1 

or Phase 2 pipeline segments, and leaving the existing pipeline in place does not alter potential 

impacts of the proposed project as discussed herein. 

The pipeline capacity would be 139 cubic feet per second (cfs). The pipeline would be coated and 

lined with cement mortar and would conform to the requirements of American Water Works 

Association (AWWA). Appurtenances would be installed to provide access to the pipeline for 

maintenance activities, and to protect the pipeline from water hammer, collapse, and corrosion. 

These appurtenances would include air and vacuum relief valves, blowoff/pump-outs, flexible 

coupling, cathodic test stations, and manway vaults with air vents, as described below (CLWA 2005): 

▪ Air and vacuum relief valves (AVARs). AVARs would be installed to release air from the 

pipeline during filling and normal operations, and to protect the pipeline from collapse due 

to vacuum conditions. AVARs would be spaced at intervals of not more than 1,500 feet, at 

high points along the pipeline. The pressure rating of the AVARs would be 150 pounds per 

square inch at a minimum. 

▪ Blow-off valves. Blow-off valves would be strategically installed along the pipeline to 

provide pressure relief and dewatering during operation and maintenance activities. Blow-

off valves would be installed at each low point and on the upstream side of any valve to 

provide dewatering.  

▪ Pump-out stations. In addition to the blowoffs, three pump-out stations would be installed: 

one on the low point of the Santa Clara River crossing, and two at additional low points 

along the alignment. A submersible pump may also be required for complete dewatering. A 

butterfly valve would be installed at the proposed pipeline connection to the Treated Water 

pipeline to facilitate dewatering during an emergency or routine maintenance. 

▪ Flexible coupling. Flexible coupling that allows movement with minimal or no damage 

would be installed on the upstream and downstream sides of the Santa Clara River crossing 

where changes in pipe bedding (concrete encasement) occur. 

▪ Cathodic test stations. Pipeline corrosion would be monitored using cathodic test stations, 

spaced at intervals of approximately 1,000 feet along the alignment. 

▪ Manway vaults. Manual access to the pipeline would be provided using manway vaults 

installed along the pipeline alignment. These vaults would provide access for inspection, 

routine maintenance, and repairs. Air vents would be installed near each manway vault to 

provide cross ventilation when the manholes are entered for maintenance or inspection. 
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Phase 1 of the Honby Pipeline Project (Original Project) has been implemented and, at the time of 

preparation of this EIR Addendum, Phase 1 is fully operational. Phase 2 of the Original Project has 

not been initiated. 

2.3 Modified Project Description 

Phase 1 of the Modified Project is the same as described for the Original Project, and has already 

been constructed. Phase 2 of the Modified Project has been modified from its design in the Original 

Project to allow for easier construction access and to reduce the number of easements required. 

These modifications include a revised alignment, as described below and shown on Figure 2.  

Phase 2 of the Modified Project would be approximately 6,500 feet in length, 500 feet less than 

previously analyzed, and coated and lined with a cement mortar. The Phase 2 pipeline would initiate 

at the north bank of the Santa Clara River, instead of crossing the river parallel to the above-ground 

Los Angeles Aqueduct, and continue east for approximately 1,500 feet along the north bank of the 

Santa Clara River, within an existing bicycle path. After approximately 1,500 feet, Phase 2 of the 

Modified Project would cross under the Santa Clara River and turn east just north of Valley Center 

Drive. From that point, Phase 2 of the Modified Project would follow the same alignment as the 

Original Project. The pipeline would cross under the new Golden Valley Road flyover and property 

owned by the LADPW, within existing roadways including Soledad Street, Reuther Avenue, and 

Santa Clara Street. The Phase 2 pipeline would end near the Honby Pump Station. 

All appurtenances associated with the Phase 2 pipeline would be the same under the Modified 

Project as described for the Original Project, including blow-off/pump-out facilities, cathodic test 

stations, and manway vaults. These features would provide access to the pipeline for maintenance 

purposes, and would protect the pipeline from water hammer, collapse, and corrosion.  

Comparison to the Original Project  

Table 2 below provides an overview of project design changes incorporated since certification of the 

2005 Final EIR. The primary modifications, as relevant to the environmental impact analysis 

presented herein, include: 

▪ Shorter length of Phase 2 pipeline (6,500 feet versus 7,000 feet under the Original Project); 

▪ Phase 2 alignment would avoid disturbance and associated construction access restrictions to 

the East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, which would be traversed by the Original Project; 

▪ Phase 2 alignment would be within an existing bicycle pathway for 1,500 feet on the north bank 

of the Santa Clara River, requiring the bicycle pathway to be temporarily closed during the 

construction period for Phase 2; 

▪ The Santa Clara River crossing of the Phase 2 pipeline would occur at a narrower point in the 

river, requiring less ground disturbance and reduced construction activities to install the 

pipeline under the river; 

▪ Construction methods would include microtunneling instead in addition to traditional boring 

methods, reducing the area of ground disturbance during construction.  

In addition to the project design revisions listed above and in Table 2, changes to the environmental 

setting in the project area have developed, and will be considered in the impact analysis for the 

Modified Project. These changes include the following: 
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▪ Newhall Ranch Road and the Golden Valley Road bridge have been constructed; 

▪ The Riverpark housing development has been constructed (the Riverpark development is 

located south of Newhall Ranch Road and east of the Los Angeles Aqueduct, and was analyzed 

in an EIR prepared by the City of Santa Clarita); 

▪ The Providence at River Village housing development has been constructed (the Providence 

development is located north of Valley Center Drive and north of Newhall Ranch Road). 

These changes in the baseline environmental conditions were addressed in the 2005 Final EIR as 

cumulative projects. This Addendum assesses the Modified Project with respect to the current 

(2020) environmental setting, including those changes listed above. This Addendum also provides a 

significance determination for each threshold criterion, based upon the current baseline conditions 

and environmental setting, including with respect to Phase 1 and portions of the cumulative setting 

having been implemented since certification of the 2005 Final EIR. 

Table 2 Comparison of Original Project and Modified Project 

Project Component Original Project Modified Project 

Phase 1 pipeline Same as defined in the 2005 Final 

EIR (CLWA 2005) 

Same as Original Project; already 

constructed and currently operational. 

Phase 2 pipeline length 7,000 feet 6,500 feet 

Phase 2 pipeline alignment Phase 2 begins at the north bank 

of the Santa Clara River and 

crosses the river parallel to and on 

the western side of the First Los 

Angeles Aqueduct. On the south 

bank of the Santa Clara River, 

pipeline crosses through East 

Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, the 

Golden Valley Road flyover, and 

LADWP property.  

Phase 2 stays on the north bank of the 

Santa Clara River for 1,500 feet longer 

than the Original Project, within an 

existing bicycle path. Phase 2 then crosses 

the river at a narrower point than the 

Original Project, then joins the Original 

Project alignment. The Modified Project 

avoids the East Greenbriar Mobile Home 

Park and construction disturbance to 

residents there.  

Construction method Open-cut trenching Open-cut trenching and microtunneling to 

reduce ground disturbance  

Ancillary features AVARs1; blow-off and pump-out 

facilities; flexible couplings; 

cathodic test stations; manway 

vaults; butterfly valves 

Same as Original Project 

Total excavation Not specified2 

Approximately 16,850 cubic yards (3,900 

cubic yards of which are for the Santa 

Clara River crossing) 

Pipeline rate of construction  Not specified3 40 feet/day 

Number of construction crew 1 open-cut crew 1 microtunneling (trenchless) crew + 1 

open-cut crew 

1 AVARs = air and vacuum relief valves 

2 Although the 2005 Final EIR does not specify total quantity of excavation material associated with the Original Project, it is reasonably 

assumed that the Modified Project would require a substantially smaller quantity of excavation, due to the shortened length of the 

Phase 2 pipeline, as well as the use of microtunneling construction, which avoided the need for open trench construction. 

3 Although the 2005 Final EIR does not specify the length of pipeline construction to be completed per day, it is reasonably assumed 

that construction progress of the Original Project would be comparable to the Modified Project. 
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As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would increase the capacity of the Honby pipeline 

in order to serve the affected portion of the SCV Water service area until 2050, as planned for in the 

Santa Clarita Valley 2015 Urban Water Management Plan and other regional planning documents. 

All mitigation measures identified for the direct and indirect impacts of the Original Project would 

also apply to the Modified Project.  

2.4 Construction Activities 

The Modified Project pipeline would be installed using a combination of “open cut” (trenching) and 
microtunneling construction. Open cut construction methods require a temporary construction 

easement to stockpile excavated native topsoil and install the pipeline; this temporary easement 

would measure approximately 300 feet by 1,200 feet. 

Under the Modified Project, microtunneling would be used for the pipeline segment crossing the 

Golden Valley Road flyover and the LADWP property on the south side of the Santa Clara River. 

Microtunneling may also be used for the segment of the Phase 2 pipeline crossing the Santa Clara 

River. Construction-related impacts from microtunneling would be less than those identified for 

open-cut trenching as evaluated in the EIR due to the minimization of surface disturbance. 

With either construction method (trenching or microtunneling), the Sand Canyon Pump Station 

and/or other existing disturbed area(s) along the project alignment would be used for construction 

staging and location for the Contractor’s office during the construction period. Five potential staging 

areas have been identified, all of which are either paved or previously disturbed, and set back from 

the Santa Clara River to avoid potential runoff-related impacts. Construction staging activities at 

Sand Canyon Pump Station and/or one of the other five potential sites would be temporary in 

nature and limited to the duration of the construction period. Any staging areas used during project 

construction would be restored to existing (pre-construction) conditions to the extent feasible, 

following completion of the construction period. All mitigation measures and BMPs that would be 

applied to avoid or minimize potential construction impacts of the project would be applied to the 

construction staging area(s) as applicable. 

2.5 Operation and Maintenance 

Operation and maintenance activities would include remote monitoring and regular visual 

inspections of above-ground appurtenances. Repairs would be conducted as needed to maintain 

integrity of the overall system and its intended function. Operation and maintenance activities 

would be consistent with present operations and maintenance activities conducted for other SCV 

Water infrastructure in the area, including but not limited to Phase 1 of the Original Project, which is 

in place and operational. 
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3 Environmental Impact Analysis 

A comparative analysis of the potential impacts associated with the proposed Modified Project and 

those of the approved Original Project analyzed in the certified 2005 Final EIR has been undertaken 

using a CEQA checklist approach. The checklist approach is consistent with the format of the 

certified 2005 Final EIR.  

Impacts Identified in the 2005 Final EIR 

As discussed in Section 2, Project Description, Phase 2 of the Modified Project has been modified 

from its design in the Original Project to allow for easier construction access and to reduce the 

number of easements required. These modifications trigger new analysis under CEQA. The 

environmental analysis provided in the 2005 Final EIR remains relevant and applicable to the 

Modified Project in areas unaffected by changes in existing conditions and changes in the Modified 

Project for the environmental topics as listed below.  

In the Initial Study prepared for the Original Project, direct impacts were found to be less than 

significant for the following issue areas: Aesthetics; Agricultural Resources; Cultural Resources; 

Geology and Soils; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Hydrology and Water Quality; Land Use and 

Planning; Mineral Resources; Public Services; Recreation; Transportation; and Utilities. As these 

issue areas were identified as less than significant in the Initial Study, they were not assessed in 

detail in the 2005 Final EIR. As described in Section 1.1, Background, the 2005 Final EIR analyzed 

four environmental issue areas for potential impacts: 

▪ Air Quality 

▪ Biological Resources 

▪ Noise 

▪ Population and Housing 

All other environmental issue areas were screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project, 

which was provided as Appendix B to the certified 2005 Final EIR. The 2005 EIR included two tables 

that summarize the project’s direct and indirect impacts, respectively, of the project as analyzed at 
that time: Table ES-1 addressed direct impacts, and Table ES-2 addressed indirect impacts, as 

summarized below. 

Table ES-1 of the 2005 Final EIR provides a summary of the Original Project’s direct environmental 
impacts, and the mitigation measures that were identified to reduce potential impacts of the project 

to a less-than-significant level. Those mitigation measures continue to be applicable to the Modified 

Project, and are presented in the impact analysis below where they would be implemented to 

minimize or avoid potential impacts. The 2005 EIR determined that direct noise impacts of the 

project as assessed at that time would be significant and unavoidable due to the potential for short-

term exceedances of local noise significance thresholds at that times. This EIR Addendum will 

reassess all potential impacts of the project, given the current design and environmental setting, 

including as related to direct noise impacts that were previously determined to be significant and 

unavoidable.  

Table ES-2 of the 2005 Final EIR provides a summary of the Original Project’s indirect environmental 
impacts. The 2005 Final EIR determined that the Original Project would remove an obstacle to 
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future growth in the project area. This was determined to potentially require expansion of the water 

treatment capacity of the Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant at that time. It was further determined in 

the 2005 Final EIR that should expansion of this facility become necessary as a result of the Original 

Project’s removal of an obstacle to future growth, such expansion could result in potentially 

significant unavoidable impacts to the following environmental issue areas:  

▪ Aesthetic/Visual Resources  

▪ Air Quality  

▪ Biological Resources  

▪ Transportation/Traffic  

▪ Utilities and Service Systems  

However, as mentioned above and in Section 1.1, Background, the 2005 Final EIR analysis was 

specific to four environmental issue areas, which did not include Aesthetics/Visual Resources, 

Transportation/Traffic, or Utilities and Service Systems which are listed above. This EIR Addendum 

will provide analysis of all direct and indirect potential impacts of the project to all environmental 

issue areas in the current (2020) CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist, and make 

significance determinations for the Modified Project in order to determine if the Modified Project 

would result in any new or more substantial impacts than the Original Project.  

The CEQA Guidelines have been updated several times since certification of the 2005 Final EIR, 

including revisions to the Environmental Checklist provided as Appendix G to the CEQA Guidelines. 

This included revisions to several significance thresholds, as well as the addition of three new issue 

areas that were not addressed as separate environmental issue areas in the previous CEQA 

Guidelines: 

▪ Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

▪ Energy 

▪ Wildfire  

As mentioned above, this Addendum addresses all environmental topics identified in the 2020 CEQA 

Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist, so includes these three new issue areas. 

Comparative Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 

For each environmental issue area assessed herein, a table is provided at the beginning of the issue 

area section that lists each significance threshold from the CEQA Guidelines (in rows), and poses a 

series of questions (in columns) that identifies the degree to which the issue was analyzed in the 

2005 Final EIR. For each issue area assessed herein, the summary table also identifies whether the 

Modified Project constitutes new information of substantial importance relative to potential 

impacts of the project. The questions posed in each column are described below. 

Where was impact analyzed?  

This column provides a cross-reference to the portions of the certified 2005 Final EIR where 

information and analyses can be found for to the respective threshold criterion. The cross-

references identified in this column correspond with page numbers and section numbers of the 

certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. This column also identifies thresholds that were not 

assessed in the 2005 Final EIR. 
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Do proposed changes require major revisions to the certified EIR?  

In accordance with Section 15162(a)(1) of the CEQA Guidelines, this column indicates whether the 

proposed Modified Project would involve new significant environmental impacts or a substantial 

increase in the severity of previously identified significant impacts that, in turn, would require major 

revisions of the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.  

Do new circumstances require major revisions to the certified EIR?  

In accordance with Section 15162(a)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines, this column indicates whether 

changes to the circumstances under which the Modified Project is undertaken or implemented have 

occurred that would involve new significant environmental impacts or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant impacts that, in turn, would require major revisions of 

the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Is there any new information resulting in new or substantially more severe significant 

impacts?  

In accordance with Sections 15162(a)(3)(A) and 15162(a)(3)(B) of the CEQA Guidelines, this column 

indicates whether new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 

have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the Final EIR was certified, 

shows additional or substantially more severe significant impacts not discussed in the certified 2005 

Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Do mitigation measures included in the certified EIR address and/or resolve 

impacts?  

In accordance with Sections 15162(a)(3)(C) and 15162(a)(3)(D) of the CEQA Guidelines, this column 

indicates whether new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 

have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time of certification of the 2005 

Final EIR, shows that mitigation measures or alternatives in the certified 2005 Final EIR would now 

be feasible, or identifies new mitigation measures or alternatives not in the certified 2005 Final EIR 

that would reduce significant impacts, but which the applicant declines to adopt. 
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3.1 Aesthetics 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Have a substantial adverse 

effect on a scenic vista? 

Appendix 

B, Initial 

Study 

No No No N/A 

 Substantially damage scenic 

resources, including but not 

limited to, trees, rock 

outcroppings, and historic 

buildings within a state scenic 

highway? 

Appendix 

B, Initial 

Study  

No No No N/A 

 In non-urbanized areas, 

substantially degrade the 

existing visual character or 

quality of public views of the 

site and its surroundings? 

(Public views are those that 

are experienced from a 

publicly accessible vantage 

point). If the project is in an 

urbanized area, would the 

project conflict with 

applicable zoning and other 

regulations governing scenic 

quality? 

Appendix 

B, Initial 

Study  

No No No N/A 

 Create a new source of 

substantial light or glare that 

would adversely affect 

daytime or nighttime views in 

the area? 

Appendix 

B, Initial 

Study  

No No No Yes 

Direct impacts to aesthetics were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area was 

screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant impacts. As 

with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies related 

to aesthetic resources, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Scenic Highways Element, Circulation policies 7 – 14; 

Conservation and Open Space Element, policies 18, 19, and 24  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Circulation Element, policies 4.1 – 4.3; Community 

Design Element, policies 1.1, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2 – 3.7 

251



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

18 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Community Design Element, policies 1.1 – 1.3, 2.1 – 2.6, 3.1 – 

3.6, 4.1 – 4.4, 5.1 – 5.3, 6.1 – 6.8, 7.1 – 7.4, 8.1 – 8.5, 9.1 – 9.10. 10.1 – 10.5, and 11.1 – 11.9 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to aesthetics are assessed below. 

a. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

b. Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 

rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

c. Would the project, in non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character 

or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are 

experienced from a publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, 

would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic 

quality? 

The 2005 Final EIR determined the Original Project will not have a substantial adverse effect on a 

scenic vista, substantially damage scenic resources, or substantially degrade the existing visual 

character or quality of the construction site or its surroundings because it will be placed 

underground in previously disturbed or developed areas and the ground surface will be restored to 

pre-construction condition after completion of construction. Impacts were determined to be less 

than significant.  

Since the preparation of the 2005 Final EIR, there have been some changes to the aesthetics of 

Original Project site area. As discussed in Section 2, Project Description, these changes include the 

following: 

▪ Newhall Ranch Road and the Golden Valley Road bridge have been constructed; 

▪ The Riverpark housing development has been constructed (the Riverpark development is 

located south of Newhall Ranch Road and east of the Los Angeles Aqueduct); 

▪ The Providence at River Village housing development has been constructed (the Providence 

development is located north of Valley Center Drive and north of Newhall Ranch Road). 

These developments have slightly altered the visual conditions of the Modified Project site to be 

more urban than it was during the previous analysis. The western portion of the Modified Project 

site remains open space, as it was during the 2005 Final EIR analysis.  

According to the City of Santa Clarita’s General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element (2011), 
“scenic resources” can include “natural open spaces, topographic formations, and landscapes that 
contribute to a high level of visual quality.” The General Plan describes scenic resources in the Santa 
Clarita Valley, including mountains and canyons, woodlands, water bodies, and Vasquez Rocks 

County Park. Soledad Canyon, in which the Original Project site and Modified Project site are 

located, is not specifically identified as a scenic resource in the General Plan. The nearest state 

scenic highway is Interstate-5, located approximately four miles west of the Modified Project site 

(California Department of Transportation [Caltrans] 2019). There are no County scenic highways 

within the vicinity of the Modified Project Site (Caltrans 2019).  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project may temporarily obstruct or degrade scenic 

views of open space in the vicinity during construction of the proposed pipeline. Once construction 

of the pipeline is complete, the pipeline would not result in permanent aesthetic changes that 

would alter scenic vistas from their existing conditions because disturbed areas would be restored 

to pre-construction conditions upon completion of construction activities.  
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Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased 

impacts related to scenic resources and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in 

the 2005 Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to aesthetics, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

d. Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect 

daytime or nighttime views in the area? 

The 2005 Final EIR determined the Original Project will not create a new source of substantial light 

or glare that would adversely affect daytime or nighttime views in the area. Impacts were 

determined to be less than significant.  

Newhall Ranch Road and the Golden Valley Road bridge have introduced new sources of vehicular 

lighting and glare. The Riverpark housing development and the Providence at River Village housing 

development have also introduced new permanent lighting to the vicinity of the Modified Project 

site.  

Similar to the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project may result in light and glare 

during due to the presence of construction vehicles and equipment. Construction activities would 

be temporary, lasting no more than a few days at any given location. Upon completion of 

construction, the pipeline segments would be located underground. As such, no impact would 

occur.  

Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased 

impacts related to light and glare and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in the 

2005 Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to light and glare, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead 

agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) 

prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on 

agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are 

significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the 
Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon 

measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. 

Would the project: 

 Convert Prime Farmland, 

Unique Farmland, or 

Farmland of Statewide 

Importance (Farmland), as 

shown on maps prepared 

pursuant to the Farmland 

Mapping and Monitoring 

Program of the California 

Resources Agency, to non-

agricultural use? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

 Conflict with existing zoning 

for agricultural use or a 

Williamson Act contract? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Conflict with existing zoning 

for, or cause rezoning of, 

forest land (as defined in 

Public Resources Code 

Section 12220(g)); 

timberland (as defined by 

Public Resources Code 

Section 4526); or timberland 

zoned Timberland Production 

(as defined by Government 

Code Section 51104(g))? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Result in the loss of forest 

land or conversion of forest 

land to non-forest use? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 
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Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

 Involve other changes in the 

existing environment which, 

due to their location or 

nature, could result in 

conversion of Farmland to 

non-agricultural use or 

conversion of forest land to 

non-forest use? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to agriculture and forestry resources were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final 

EIR, as this issue area was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project. As with the 

Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies related to 

agriculture and forestry resources, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Land Use Element, policies 7, 20, and 21  

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to agriculture and forestry resources are assessed below. 

a. Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 

Importance (Farmland), as shown on maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 

Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

b. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act 

contract? 

c. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined 

in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)); timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code 

Section 4526); or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code 

Section 51104(g))? 

d. Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

e. Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their 

location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion 

of forest land to non-forest use? 

The 2005 Final EIR determined no agricultural and forestry resources impacts associated with 

construction and operation of the Original Project will occur because the proposed pipeline will not 

be located in an area that contains Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 

Importance.  

As with the Original Project, the revised pipeline alignment under the Modified Project would not be 

located on land currently in agricultural production or designated Prime Farmland, Unique 

Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), or land with a Williamson Act 

contract. The Modified Project site is designated “Urban and Built-Up Land” or “Other Land” by the 
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California Department of Conservation (2019). No portion of the Modified Project site is located on 

forest land or timber land.  

Due to the absence of agricultural land and forestry resources on the Modified Project site or 

surrounding area, the Modified project would not involve changes to the existing environment 

which could result in a new or substantially more severe impact related to conversion of Farmland 

to non-agricultural uses. Therefore, similar to the Original Project analyzed in the 2005 Final EIR, the 

Modified Project would result in no impact to agriculture and forestry resources. 

Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased 

impacts related to agriculture and forestry resources and would be consistent with the impact 

analysis provided in the 2005 Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to agriculture and forestry 

resources, and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.3 Air Quality 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of the 

applicable air quality plan? 

Pages 3.1-1 

– 3.1-8 and 

4-4 

No No No N/A 

 Result in a cumulatively 

considerable net increase of 

any criteria pollutant for 

which the project region is 

non-attainment under an 

applicable federal or state 

ambient air quality standard? 

Pages 3.1-1 

– 3.1-8 and 

4-4 

No No No N/A 

 Expose sensitive receptors to 

substantial pollutant 

concentrations? 

Pages 3.1-1 

– 3.1-8 and 

4-4 

No No No N/A 

 Result in other emissions 

(such as those leading to 

odors) adversely affecting a 

substantial number of 

people? 

Pages 3.1-1 

– 3.1-8 and 

4-4 

No No No N/A 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to air quality, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policy 1  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Environmental Resources Management Element, 

policy 1.8 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Air Quality Element, policies 1.1, 1.2, 7.1, 8.1 – 8.3, 9.1, 14.1, 

15.1, and 15.2. Mobile emissions are controlled by policies 1.1, 1.2, 12.1 – 12.3, 2.1 – 2.5, 3.1, 

4.1, 5.1, 6.1, 10.1, 10.2, 11.1, and 11.2 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to air quality are assessed below. 

Thresholds of Significance 

Thresholds of significance for the evaluation of air quality emissions have been revised since 

certification of the 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. In order to accurately identify and 

characterize potential impacts of the Modified Project in comparison with the Original Project, the 

thresholds of significance that were applied for the 2005 Final EIR are also applied to this analysis. 

However, current or revised thresholds are discussed for background context where such 
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information helps to characterize potential impacts of the project. This approach is further 

discussed below, and is consistent with case law addressing standards adopted after certification of 

a CEQA document and before adoption of an addendum.  

The SCAQMD provides numerical thresholds to analyze the significance of a project’s construction 
and operational impacts to regional air quality. These thresholds, which are listed in Table 3, are 

designed such that a project consistent with the thresholds would not have an individually or 

cumulatively significant impact to the air quality in the SCAB. At the time of preparation of the 2005 

Final EIR, there were no standards in place for PM2.5 or lead.  

Table 3 Current SCAQMD Regional Air Quality Significance Thresholds 

Pollutant 

Mass Daily Thresholds 

Construction Thresholds 

(pounds/day) 

Operation Thresholds 

(pounds/day) 

NOX 100 55 

VOC 75 55 

PM10 150 150 

SOX 150 150 

CO 550 550 

NOX: nitrogen oxides; VOC: volatile organic compounds; PM10: particulate matter 10 microns or less in size; SOX: sulfur oxides; CO: 

carbon monoxide; SCAQMD = South Coast Air Quality Management District  

Source: SCAQMD 2019 

Applicable SCAQMD Rules and Regulations 

Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust)  

Rule 403 requires the implementation of best available dust control measures during active 

operations capable of generating fugitive dust. 

a. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

A project may be inconsistent with the AQMP if it would generate population, housing, or 

employment growth exceeding the forecasts used in the development of the AQMP. The current 

(2016) AQMP relies on local city general plans and the Southern California Association of 

Governments’ current (2016) Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 

forecasts of regional population, housing, and employment growth in its projections for managing 

air quality in the SCAB. 

The purpose of the Original Project was to increase water conveyance capacity to accommodate 

planned future growth. As discussed in the 2005 Final EIR, the Original Project would not conflict 

with or obstruct implementation of the AQMP. As discussed under Section 3.15, Population and 

Housing, the Modified Project would not result in acquisition of additional water supplies and would 

not expand service beyond areas presently served by existing infrastructure. The Modified Project 

would not increase the pipeline capacity beyond the capacity analyzed under the Original Project. As 

such, the Modified Project would not generate population, housing, or employment growth 

exceeding the forecasts used in the development of the AQMP.  
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Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to the air quality plan, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 

which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 

quality standard? 

Criteria pollutants include ozone, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, PM10, PM2.5, sulfur oxides, and 

lead. At the time of the 2005 Final EIR, the SCAB was designated nonattainment for state and 

federal standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, and PM10. As discussed under Air Quality Standards 

and Attainment, the SCAB is currently a nonattainment area for the federal standards for ozone and 

PM2.5 and the state standards for ozone, PM10, and PM2.5. The portion of the SCAB in which the 

Modified Project site is located is also designated nonattainment for lead (SCAQMD 2017). The SCAB 

is designated unclassifiable or in attainment for all other federal and state standards.  

Consistent with the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(h)(3), SCAQMD’s approach for assessing 
cumulative impacts is based on the AQMP forecasts of attainment of ambient air quality standards 

in accordance with the requirements of the federal and state Clean Air Acts. If the mass emissions 

calculated for the Modified Project exceed the applicable SCAQMD daily significance thresholds that 

are designed to assist the region in attaining the applicable NAAQS and CAAQS, emissions generated 

by the Modified Project would be considered cumulatively considerable. According to air quality 

modeling performed for the 2005 Final EIR, the Original Project will not exceed any SCAQMD 

significance threshold.  

Similar to the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project would generate temporary air 

pollutant emissions. These emissions are primarily associated with fugitive dust and exhaust from 

heavy construction vehicles. Table 4 summarizes the estimated maximum daily emissions of 

pollutants during construction of the Original Project and the Modified Project. 
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Table 4 Construction Emissions Compared to Thresholds 

 

Estimated Maximum Daily Emissions (pounds/day) 

VOC NOx CO SOx PM10 PM2.5
1 

Original Project / Modified Project2 7.7 86.5 43.1 1.9 58.7 N/A 

SCAQMD Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 N/A 

Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 

1 As previously described, SCAQMD’s PM2.5 threshold was not in effect at the time of the 2005 Final EIR, and is therefore not used for 

the purposes of this analysis.  

2 Original Project emissions shown are as modeled in the certified 2005 Final EIR. Modified Project emissions are assumed to be the 

same or less than emissions for construction of the Original Project, due to the construction of 500 feet less of pipeline.  

VOC: volatile organic compounds; NOX: nitrogen oxides; CO: carbon monoxide; SOX: sulfur oxides; PM10: particulate matter 10 microns 

or less in diameter; PM2.5: particulate matter 2.5 microns or less in diameter 

As shown in Table 4, the Modified Project is assumed to result in equivalent or reduced air criteria 

pollutant emissions as compared to the Original Project, due to the construction of 500 feet less of 

underground pipeline for the Modified Project. The Modified Project’s criteria pollutant emissions 

would not exceed the significance thresholds.  

Like the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with SCAQMD Rule 403, which requires 

the implementation of best available dust control measures during active operations capable of 

generating fugitive dust. Construction equipment and duration of construction activities associated 

with the Modified Project would not be substantially different from the Original Project. Therefore, 

construction of the Modified Project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 

any criteria pollutant for which the SCAB is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 

ambient air quality standard. Similar to the Original Project, construction air quality impacts 

associated with the Modified Project would be less than significant. No mitigation is required. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would generate negligible operational emissions 

via routine maintenance trips. The Modified Project would not include any stationary sources of 

lead emissions. Additionally, implementation of the Modified Project would not result in substantial 

emissions of lead. Therefore, Modified Project operation would not result in a cumulatively 

considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the SCAB is non-attainment under an 

applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified 

Project’s operational impacts to air quality would be less than significant. No mitigation is required.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to air criteria pollutants, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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c. Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Certain population groups, such as children, the elderly, and people with health problems, are 

particularly sensitive to air pollution. Sensitive receptors are defined as land uses that are more 

likely to be used by these population groups and include health care facilities, retirement homes, 

school and playground facilities, and residential areas. As described in the 2005 Final EIR, sensitive 

receptors in proximity to the Original Project site include residents in the East Greenbrier Mobile 

Park. Some residents in this neighborhood live within 125 feet of the Original Pipeline corridor. The 

2005 Final EIR concluded that construction of the Original Project would not produce substantial 

criteria pollutant impacts at these sensitive receptors and that impacts would be less than 

significant.  

Under the Modified Project, the Phase 2 pipeline alignment would not be located adjacent to the 

East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park. The nearest sensitive receptors to the Modified Project site 

would be the newly constructed Providence at River Village housing development, located 

approximately 180 feet north of the Modified Project site across Newhall Ranch Road. As discussed 

under item (b) above, the Modified Project’s operational and construction emissions would not 
exceed the SCAQMD regional thresholds, which are designed to be protective of public health. 

The following subsections discuss the potential for the Modified Project to expose sensitive 

receptors to substantial concentration of carbon monoxide and toxic air contaminants (TACs). 

Carbon Monoxide Hotspots 

A carbon monoxide hotspot is a localized concentration of carbon monoxide that is above the state 

one-hour or eight-hour standards of 20.0 ppm and 9.0 ppm, respectively. Localized carbon 

monoxide hotspots generally occur at intersections with heavy peak hour traffic. Specifically, 

hotspots can be created at intersections where traffic volumes are high and there is heavy 

congestion. The entire SCAB is a federal carbon monoxide maintenance area and a state carbon 

monoxide attainment area. Concentrations of carbon monoxide have been reduced to low levels in 

the past 15 to 20 years such that most air quality monitoring stations in the SCAB no longer report 

carbon monoxide levels. No stations within the vicinity of the project site have monitored carbon 

monoxide in the last eight years.  

As shown in Table 3.1-2 of the 2005 Final EIR, construction of the Original Project would generate 

maximum carbon monoxide emissions of approximately 43 pounds per day, which is well below 

SCAQMD regional threshold of 550 pounds per day. As discussed in the certified 2005 Final EIR, the 

Original Project’s operational carbon monoxide emissions would be negligible and well below the 

SCAQMD regional operational thresholds. The Original Project would therefore not result in carbon 

monoxide hotspots on adjacent roadways or expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 

concentrations.  

As discussed above, construction equipment and duration of construction activities associated with 

the Modified Project would not be substantially different from the Original Project. Based on ever-

improving vehicle emissions standards for new cars in accordance with state and federal 

regulations, and the Modified Project’s low level of operational carbon monoxide emissions, the 

Modified Project would not create new hotspots or contribute substantially to existing hotspots. As 

with the Original Project, the Modified Project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 

concentrations of carbon monoxide, and impacts would be less than significant.  
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Toxic Air Contaminants 

TACs are a diverse group of air pollutants that may cause or contribute to an increase in deaths or 

serious illness or that may pose a present or potential hazard to human health. TACs include both 

organic and inorganic chemical substances that may be emitted from a variety of common sources, 

including gasoline stations, motor vehicles, dry cleaners, industrial operations, painting operations, 

and research and teaching facilities. TACs are different than the criteria pollutants previously 

discussed because ambient air quality standards have not been established for TACs. TACs occurring 

at extremely low levels may still cause health effects, and it is typically difficult to identify levels of 

exposure that do not produce adverse health effects. TAC impacts are described by carcinogenic risk 

and by chronic (i.e., of long duration) and acute (i.e., severe but of short duration) adverse effects 

on human health.  

As discussed in the 2005 Final EIR, the main source of TACs from the Original Project’s construction 
would occur as particulate matter (DPM) emissions from the use of off-road diesel equipment 

required for site grading and excavation, paving, and other construction activities as well as from 

on-road diesel equipment used to bring materials to and from the project site. The 2005 Final EIR 

concluded impacts related to TACs would be less than significant due to the mobile and transitory 

nature of pipeline construction.  

According to SCAQMD methodology, health effects from carcinogenic air toxics are usually 

described in terms of individual cancer risk. “Individual Cancer Risk” is the likelihood that a person 
continuously exposed to concentrations of TACs over a 70-year lifetime will contract cancer based 

on the use of standard risk assessment methodology. Additionally, SCAQMD CEQA guidance does 

not require preparation of a health risk assessment for short-term construction emissions. 

Therefore, it is not necessary to evaluate long-term cancer impacts from construction activities that 

occur over a relatively short duration. In addition, there would be no residual emissions or 

corresponding individual cancer risk after construction is complete. Furthermore, with ongoing 

implementation of USEPA and California Air Resources Board (CARB) requirements for cleaner fuels; 

off-road diesel engine retrofits; and new, low-emission diesel engine types, DPM emissions from 

construction equipment would be substantially reduced when compared to the Original Project. 

Therefore, construction of the Modified Project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 

concentrations of TACs, and impacts would be less than significant. 

CARB’s (2005) Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective provides 

recommendations regarding the siting of new sensitive land uses near potential sources of air toxic 

emissions (e.g., freeways, distribution centers, rail yards, ports, refineries, chrome plating facilities, 

dry cleaners, and gasoline dispensing facilities). SCAQMD adopted similar recommendations in its 

Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning (2005). 

The Original Project and Modified Project entail water conveyance facilities, which are not included 

in the listed land uses emitting substantial TAC concentrations. The Modified Project does not 

include any stationary sources of TAC emissions. Therefore, like for the Original Project, operation of 

the Modified Project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial concentrations of TACs. 

This impact would be less than significant.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to exposing sensitive receptors to 

pollutant concentrations, and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 
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Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

d. Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting 

a substantial number of people? 

The 2005 Final EIR acknowledged that construction of the Original Project will produce temporary 

odors related to the use of diesel fuel and paving activities, but determined that impacts would be 

less than significant because odor impacts on specific individuals would be limited to a few days 

before construction progresses along the alignment.  

As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project could generate odors associated 

with heavy-duty equipment operation and earth-moving activities. Such odors would be temporary 

in nature and limited to the duration of construction in the vicinity of a given site along the pipeline 

alignment. Furthermore, the Modified Project alignment is sited farther away from sensitive 

receptors than the Original Project (180 feet for the Modified Project compared to 125 feet for the 

Original Project). The Modified Project would not result in a new or substantially more severe 

impact related to air quality during construction when compared to the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to other emissions, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.4 Biological Resources 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Have a substantial adverse 

effect, either directly or 

through habitat 

modifications, on any species 

identified as a candidate, 

sensitive, or special status 

species in local or regional 

plans, policies, or regulations, 

or by the California 

Department of Fish and 

Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No Yes 

 Have a substantial adverse 

effect on any riparian habitat 

or other sensitive natural 

community identified in local 

or regional plans, policies, or 

regulations, or by the 

California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No N/A 

 Have a substantial adverse 

effect on state or federally 

protected wetlands 

(including, but not limited to, 

marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 

etc.) through direct removal, 

filling, hydrological 

interruption, or other 

means? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No N/A 

 Interfere substantially with 

the movement of any native 

resident or migratory fish or 

wildlife species or with 

established native resident or 

migratory wildlife corridors, 

or impede the use of native 

wildlife nursery sites? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No Yes 
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Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

 Conflict with any local 

policies or ordinances 

protecting biological 

resources, such as a tree 

preservation policy or 

ordinance? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No N/A 

 Conflict with the provisions 

of an adopted Habitat 

Conservation Plan, Natural 

Community Conservation 

Plan, or other approved local, 

regional, or state habitat 

conservation plan? 

Pages 3.1-8 

- 3.2-28 

and 4-7 

No No No N/A 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to biological resources, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policies 8 and 13  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Land Use Element, policies 5.3 and 5.4; 

Environmental Resources and Management Element, policies 1.1 – 1.4, 1.9, and 2.1 – 2.3 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Land Use Element, policy 1.10; Open Space and Conservation 

Element, policies 1.1, 1.5 – 1.7, 3.1 – 3.7, 5.5, and 7.7 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to biological resources are assessed below. All mitigation 

measures identified for the Original Project in the certified 2005 Final EIR are applicable to the 

Modified Project and will be implemented accordingly. Several studies and technical reports have 

been prepared to support this EIR Addendum, and are provided as appendices, as listed below: 

▪ Appendix A: Jurisdictional Delineation Report  

▪ Appendix B: Rare Plant Survey Report 

▪ Appendix C: Least Bell’s Vireo Focused Survey Report 

▪ Appendix D: Mitigation Plan for the Modified Project  

These reports are incorporated by reference and referred to as needed throughout this discussion 

of potential impacts of the Modified Project to biological resources. 
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a. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 

modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 

local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Since certification of the Final EIR, the habitat type and vegetation on the project site has not 

substantially changed. Based on previous surveys, vegetation on the site comprises of eleven 

terrestrial vegetation community and land cover types, including arroyo willow thickets, big 

sagebrush scrub, thick leaf yerba santa scrub/scale broom scrub, deer weed scrub/California 

buckwheat scrub, Fremont cottonwood forest, ornamental, ruderal, scale broom scrub, developed, 

rip rap, and riverwash. The wetland and riparian communities are dominated by mulefat (Baccharis 

salicifolia), Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii), red willow (Salix laevigata), and arroyo willow 

(Salix lasiolepis). Other commonly encountered shrub species include big sagebrush (Artemisia 

tridentata), California yerba santa (Eriodictyon californicum), scale broom (Lepidospartum 

squamatum), and scattered black elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea). The herbaceous layer 

is sparse, and is dominated by cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), black mustard (Brassica nigra), short 

podded mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), red stem filaree (Erodium cicutarium), fiddleneck (Amsinckia 

menziesii), and popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.). Lastly, there are large occurrences of giant reed 

(Arundo donax) and tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima). 

No species listed as rare, threatened, or endangered under the California Endangered Species Act 

(CESA) or the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) have been identified in the Modified Project 

study area. Similarly, no CEQA special-status plants were found within the study area during the 

botanical surveys documented in Appendix B, Rare Plant Survey Report. All plant species observed 

were documented and a comprehensive floral compendium was prepared; no additional actions to 

avoid or minimize potential impacts to special-status or rare plant species are recommended.  

Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) conducted focused surveys for the federally and state endangered 

least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus; LBVI) on behalf of SCV Water for the Modified Project, in order 

to determine the presence/absence of the LBVI within the project site. No LBVIs were detected in 

the survey area during the 2020 focused surveys. The California Natural Diversity Data Base 

(CNDDB) has a total of three tracked occurrences for the LBVI within approximately five miles of the 

survey area, including three individuals to the northwest, one to the northeast, one to the east, and 

one to the southeast (in 1978, 2010, and 2016). The closest and most recent (2016) CNDDB 

occurrence is approximately three miles west of the project site. In addition, a search of eBird online 

(Sullivan et al. 2009) revealed no recorded observations within or adjacent to the survey area. The 

nearest observations recorded in eBird are located approximately 1.6 miles to the west of the 

project site near Bouquet Canyon Roa, and was recorded in 2018.  

Given the existing site conditions observed in 2020 field visits and documented in Appendices A 

through C, the lack of species observance/detection during the 2020 breeding season surveys and 

known information of the region, Rincon concludes that the Modified Project site is unoccupied by 

LBVI. Additionally, no yellow-billed cuckoos (Coccyzus americanus) or southwestern willow 

flycatchers (Empidonax trailii extimus) were incidentally observed during the surveys. Avian activity 

and diversity were generally moderate during the surveys and common species expected to occur 

within riparian habitat were detected. Brown-headed cowbirds (Molothrus ater), which are a nest 

parasite to LBVI and other avian species, were not observed on or in the vicinity of the site over the 

course of the surveys. One species listed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

as a Special Animal was observed within the survey area, the southern California rufous-crowned 

sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps canescens).  
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Additionally, the discussion in Impacts 4.8-3 through 4.8-7 of the certified Final EIR addresses 

potential impacts to rare plants, special status species (such as western spadefoot, red-legged frog, 

California tiger salamander, western pond turtle), legally protected raptors, and loss of grassland 

habitat that could occur as a result of the Original Project. Because the Modified Project would 

occur in the same region and would result in a similar or smaller (due to the use of microtunneling) 

level of development than the Original Project, impact discussions and associated mitigation 

measures in the certified Final EIR would also apply to the Modified Project. Accordingly, Mitigation 

Measure BIO-1, Construction Best Management Practices, would ensure that appropriate BMPs are 

applied during construction to minimize disturbance and potentially adverse impacts associated 

with disturbance; Mitigation Measure BIO-2, Habitat Revegetation, Restoration, and Monitoring 

Program, would ensure that the construction area is returned to existing conditions for habitat 

quality and suitability; and Mitigation Measure BIO-3, Dry Season Construction, would avoid ground-

disturbing activities during the wet season, thereby minimizing or avoiding potential adverse 

impacts associated with wet season disturbance. Compliance with mitigation measures from the 

certified Final EIR, presented in full below for reference, would ensure that the Modified Project 

would not create impacts to wildlife or associated habitats beyond those previously analyzed in the 

certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to biological resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. For reference, the mitigation measures identified on pages 

3.2-25 through 3.2-27 of the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project, which would also be 

implemented for the Modified Project, are provided below. 

BIO-1 Construction Best Management Practices 

SCV Water will minimize disturbance to native habitats, and listed and unlisted sensitive species by 

implementation of the following measures at construction sites prior to and during construction. 

Where ground disturbances are required, SCV Water’s construction program will include: 

RESTRICTING DISTURBANCE 

▪ Restriction of staging, construction activities, equipment storage, and personnel to existing 

disturbed areas (such as roads, pads, or otherwise disturbed areas) to the maximum extent 

feasible. 

▪ Clearly marking and delineating the limits of the staging areas as well as the construction 

corridors/zones in the field and graphically on all final construction drawings or blueprints. 

Personnel or equipment in native habitats outside the construction limits will be prohibited. 

▪ Using methods to minimize the construction corridor width to the maximum extent feasible in 

sensitive habitats, such as transporting and stockpiling excavated materials in disturbed areas 

off the ROW, or into other parts of the ROW, by truck or conveyor belt. 

ON-SITE MONITORING 

▪ Biological monitoring of habitat clearing activities and removal of sedentary animals, both 

common and sensitive, within the ROW prior to clearing. This will require a qualified biologist to 

be at the location of habitat removal prior to clearing to attempt to remove animals where 

visible and during removal activities to ensure that no inadvertent impacts to adjacent habitats 
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occur. Weekly inspections of the ROW perimeter near work areas will also reduce the potential 

for inadvertent impacts to adjacent habitat. 

▪ No more than three days prior to initiation of ground disturbance and/or vegetation removal, a 

nesting bird pre-construction survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist within the 

disturbance footprint plus a 100-foot buffer (300-for for raptors), where feasible. If the 

proposed project is phased or construction activities stop for more than one week, a 

subsequent pre-construction nesting bird survey will be required prior to each phase of 

construction. Pre-construction nesting bird surveys shall be conducted during the time of day 

when birds are active and shall factor in sufficient time to perform this survey adequately and 

completely. A report of the nesting bird survey results, if applicable, shall be submitted SCV 

Water for review and approval prior to ground and/or vegetation disturbance activities.  

If nests are found, their locations shall be flagged. An appropriate avoidance buffer ranging in 

size from 25 to 50 feet for passerines, and up to 300 feet for raptors depending upon the 

species and the proposed work activity, shall be determined and demarcated by a qualified 

biologist with bright orange construction fencing or other suitable flagging. Active nests shall be 

monitored at a minimum of once per week until it has been determined that the nest is no 

longer being used by either the young or adults. No ground disturbance shall occur within this 

buffer until the qualified biologist confirms that the breeding/nesting is completed and all the 

young have fledged. If project activities must occur within the buffer, they shall be conducted at 

the discretion of the qualified biologist. If no nesting birds are observed during pre-construction 

surveys, no further actions would be necessary. 

▪ Dust control. All areas of mechanical ground disturbance, including dirt access roadways, will be 

consistently moistened to reduce the creation of dust clouds. The frequency of watering will be 

consistent with the desired goal and in accordance with regional standards and BMPs. 

▪ Erosion control. Devices such as straw bails and "v" ditches will be installed in areas where 

construction activities may directly or indirectly cause increased erosion or sediment deposition 

on adjacent habitats. 

▪ Removal of trash from construction areas routinely. All refuse, including non-construction 

materials such as paper and miscellaneous food packaging materials, will be removed from the 

ROW to prevent littering of the adjacent habitat areas outside of the ROW. At a minimum, site 

clean-ups will occur weekly. 

BIO-2  Habitat Revegetation, Restoration, and Monitoring Program 

SCV Water will develop a Habitat Revegetation, Restoration, and Monitoring Program, obtaining 

input from CDFW, for implementation in all habitat areas directly affected by construction activities. 

The program will include the following measures: 

INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL 

▪ Where appropriate and feasible, the area to be disturbed will be treated to kill invasive exotic 

species and limit their seed production prior to initiating any earthmoving activity with the 

objectives of (1) preventing invasive species from spreading from the disturbance area, and (2) 

removing weed sources from the salvaged topsoil. Herbicides will be used only by a licensed 

herbicide applicator and may require notification to property owners or resource agencies. The 

treatment will be completed in advance of the earthmoving in order for this mitigation to have 

its intended effect (e.g., the treatment would need to occur prior to target species setting seed). 
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TOPSOIL SALVAGE AND REPLACEMENT 

▪ In areas where vegetation and soil are to be removed, the topsoil will be salvaged and replaced. 

This may be accomplished using two lifts, the first to salvage the seed bank, and the second to 

salvage soil along with soil biota in the root zone. Soil will be stockpiled in two areas near the 

Project site, with the seed bank labeled to identify it. Topsoil will be replaced in the proper 

layers after final reconfiguration of disturbed areas. Stockpiles will be covered if the soil is to be 

left for an extended period of time to prevent losses due to erosion and invasion of weeds. 

HABITAT REHABILITATION AND REVEGETATION 

▪ Plans and specifications for replanting areas disturbed by the Project Replanting will be with 

native species propagated from locally collected seed or cuttings, and, if applicable, ’ , will 
include seed of sensitive species that would be impacted during construction activities. 

▪ Monitoring procedures and performance criteria will be developed to address revegetation and 

erosion control. The performance criteria will consider the level of disturbance and the 

condition of adjacent habitats. Monitoring will continue for 3-5 years, or until performance 

criteria have been met Appropriate remedial measures, such as replanting, erosion control, or 

weed control, will be identified and implemented if it is determined that performance criteria 

are not being met. 

BIO-3  Dry Season Construction 

In order to eliminate the potential for impacts to the unarmored threespine stickleback and other 

sensitive aquatic species and to minimize impacts to wildlife movement corridors, construction 

within the Santa Clara River wash will be restricted to the dry season. This period will be from May 1 

to September 15. No construction activities will be allowed to occur within the river wash outside of 

the designated dry period. In addition, surface elevations within washes will be returned to 

preconstruction conditions prior to the end of the dry season.  

Because the portion of the Project within the Santa Clara River is in jurisdictional waters of the U.S. 

and some of the affected habitat is wetland, a permit from the Corps and the LARWQCB would be 

required under sections 404 and 401 of the CWA. Some areas are also subject to section 1600 of 

California Fish and Game Code. Additional impact minimization and mitigation measures may be 

identified by these agencies as part of the regulatory processes. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 

natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

c. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands 

(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 

hydrological interruption, or other means? 

As noted above, a Jurisdictional Delineation Report was prepared for the Modified Project and is 

provided as Appendix A to this EIR Addendum. There are three hydrologic features in the project 
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area that are likely subject to USACE jurisdiction pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the 

Los Angeles RWQCB pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act and the California Water Code 

(Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act), and the CDFW pursuant to California Fish and Game 

Code 1600: the Santa Clara River, a concrete channel, and a detention basin. Each of these three 

hydrologic features in the study area is discussed below, with respect to potential impacts of the 

Modified Project. 

▪ Santa Clara River. The portion of the Santa Clara River within the Modified Project study area 

potentially constitutes USACE non-wetland waters of the U.S., CDFW jurisdictional streamed, 

and RWQCB waters of the State. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would cross 

under the river, via open-cut trenching or microtunneling. If open-cut trenching is used to cross 

the river, as would occur under the Original Project, the project would be required to obtain a 

CDFW Streambed Alteration Agreement, a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit, and a RWQCB 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification. However, if the microtunneling approach is 

implemented, the jurisdictional areas of the river could be entirely avoided such that all 

potential impacts would be located outside CDFW jurisdiction, then regulatory permits may not 

be required. As such, potential impacts of the Modified Project could be less than the Original 

Project, which did not consider microtunneling as a construction technique.  

▪ Concrete Channel. The concrete channel potentially constitutes RWQCB waters of the State. 

Although the channel is located within the project footprint, impacts to the channel would not 

occur under the Modified Project because the pipeline would be installed under the channel via 

microtunneling. Therefore, obtaining regulatory permits would not be needed for work 

conducted in this area, and potential impacts would be less than under the Original Project, 

which did not consider microtunneling as a construction technique. 

▪ Detention Basin. The detention basin potentially constitutes RWQCB waters of the State. The 

Modified Project would not impact the basin; therefore, obtaining regulatory permits would not 

be needed. This is comparable to the Original Project. 

To address potential impacts to jurisdictional areas, the Modified Project includes mitigation for the 

restoration of up to 11.36 acres of habitat within the Santa Clara River, as discussed in the 

Jurisdictional Delineation Report provided as Appendix A and in the Mitigation Plan provided as 

Appendix D. Restoration in the form of direct seeding, installing container plants, and weeding is 

included as part of the Modified Project design. The Modified Project would not result in new or 

more severe impacts on riparian habitat, sensitive natural communities, or wetlands beyond those 

identified in the previously certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to biological resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

d. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 

migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife 

corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 
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As discussed on pages 3.2-10 and 3.2-11 of the certified 2005 Final EIR, the Santa Clara River 

represents a natural topographic feature that is likely to serve as a wildlife corridor. The effect of 

the river as a corridor for movement has become greater over time due to the increased urban 

development surrounding the river. As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified 

Project would include the installation of a new pipeline under the Santa Clara River, which would 

result in temporary disturbance on the river. Mitigation Measure BIO-3, Dry Season Construction, 

would be implemented to minimize or avoid these adverse impacts by restricting construction 

activities to the dry season, between May 1 and September 1. Additional impact minimization and 

mitigation measures may be identified by applicable regulatory agencies as part of the regulatory 

processes; as discussed under significance thresholds (b) and (c), above, if open-cut trenching is 

used to cross the river, as would occur under the Original Project, the project would be required to 

obtain a CDFW Streambed Alteration Agreement, a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit, and a 

RWQCB Section 401 Water Quality Certification. The Modified Project would not result in new or 

more severe impacts beyond those identified in the certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to biological resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. Mitigation Measure BIO-3, Dry Season Construction, is 

presented in full above and is the same as proposed in the certified 2005 Final EIR. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

e. Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 

such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would be subject to all City of Santa Clarita 

established environmental protection guidelines, and the project would not conflict with any local 

policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. The City of Santa Clarita has an Oak Tree 

Ordinance that Includes restrictions on oak tree removal; however, no oak trees exist within the 

impact area of the Modified Project (or the Original Project), and therefore no conflicts with the Oak 

Tree Ordinance would occur.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to biological resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

f. Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 

Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 

plan? 

273



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

40 

As with the Original Project, no habitat conservation plans have been developed for the Modified 

Project area. Therefore, no conflict with an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural 

Community Conservation Plan would occur. A similar type of document, the Natural River 

Management Plan (Valencia Company 1998), was prepared by various state and federal agencies to 

provide a long-term master plan approach to development along the Santa Clara River; as a matter 

of regulatory compliance, and as would occur under the Original Project, the Modified Project would 

be developed in accordance with guidelines set forth in this document. The Modified Project would 

not conflict with an established conservation plan and would not create impacts beyond those 

previously analyzed in the certified Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to biological resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.5 Cultural Resources 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of 

a historical resource pursuant 

to Section 15064.5? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

 Cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of 

an archaeological pursuant to 

Section 15064.5? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

 Disturb any human remains, 

including those interred 

outside of formal 

cemeteries? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to cultural resources, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policy 1  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Environmental Resources Management Element, 

policies 1.6 and 1.7 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Open Space and Conservation Element, policies 10.1 – 10.6 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to cultural resources are assessed below. 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 

as defined in Section 15064.5? 

b. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 

resource pursuant to Section 15064.5? 

c. Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 

cemeteries? 

A Cultural Resources Assessment report has been prepared for the Modified Project, and is provided 

as Appendix E to this EIR Addendum. The cultural resources records search performed for the 

project identified eight previously recorded cultural resources within the 0.5-mile search radius, two 

of which were located within the APE for the Modified Project. The two resources located within the 

APE include the historic-period Los Angeles Aqueduct (P-19-002105/ CA-LAN-002105H) and the Los 

Angeles Aqueduct Transmission Line (P-19-002132/ CA-LAN-002132H). Both resources are 

considered significant historic-period resources and have been determined eligible for the National 
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Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and are listed in the California Register of Historic Resources 

(CRHR). 

The Modified Project pipeline for Phase 2 would be installed under the aqueduct and transmission 

line via microtunneling with construction activities designed to avoid any direct or indirect (e.g., 

noise, vibration, or visual) impacts to these historic-period built-environment resources. A 

pedestrian field survey and archival research was conducted and did not identify any additional 

previously recorded or unrecorded archaeological or built-environment resources within the APE. 

Although the lack of surface evidence of archaeological resources does not preclude their 

subsurface existence, the proximity of the project alignment to the hydrologically active Santa Clara 

River suggests past flooding events likely eroded away, or deeply buried, any archaeological 

resources which may been present within the riverbed and low-lying terraces south of the river. The 

Modified Project alignment south of the river falls primarily within road right-of-way and has been 

disturbed by the construction of roadways and excavation for the placement of utilities. Given these 

findings, it may be concluded the central and eastern portions of the Modified Project alignment, 

which are comparable to the Original Project alignment, contain a relatively low sensitivity for 

buried cultural resources. 

The Santa Clara River Trail, a section of the alignment along the northern portion of the river, was 

constructed around 2005 and built entirely on imported fill material approximately 25 feet in depth. 

As discussed above, the Modified Project pipeline alignment would be placed within this bicycle trail 

for approximately 1,500 feet on the northern bank of the Santa Clara River. Because the bicycle trail 

was constructed on imported fill and because trenching for the Modified Project would not exceed 

15 feet in depth, no native ground disturbance would occur within this section. The presence of 

archaeological sites within the vicinity suggests a moderate sensitivity for buried cultural resources 

in this area; however, due to the previous disturbance to the area, lack of observed resources during 

the pedestrian survey, non-native soils and absence of any previously recorded cultural resources 

within the APE, Rincon deems archaeological testing to be unwarranted.  

The results of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) records search investigation were negative. Five responses 

were received from contacts listed provided by the California Native American Heritage Commission 

(NAHC). Chairperson Anthony Morales of the Gabrieleño/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission 

Indians stated that the area is highly sensitive for archaeological resources and uncovering 

subsurface deposits during construction is likely due to the project’s proximity to the Santa Clara 
River and the Los Padres National Forest. Mr. Morales recommends archaeological and Native 

American monitoring during all ground disturbing activities associated with the project. Tribal 

Historic and Cultural Preservation Officer Jairo Avila of the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission 

Indians stated the project site is highly sensitive for cultural resources and multiple Tataviam villages 

and a cemetery site containing eight burials are located within the vicinity of the project. Mr. Avila 

also stated the tribe requests consultation during the recovery process if cultural resources are 

located during project development. 

Given the moderate potential to encounter subsurface archaeological deposits during construction 

within the western extent of the pipeline alignment and responses from NAHC-listed contacts, 

Rincon recommends archaeological and Native American monitoring be conducted for initial ground 

disturbance conducted at the western extent of the pipeline alignment where ground disturbing 

activities within native soil of moderate sensitivity would occur. Standard unanticipated discovery 

and avoidance measures, presented below, would be implemented with the Modified Project and 

are consistent with the measures identified in the 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. As with the 

Original Project, the Modified Project is also required to adhere to state health and safety codes 
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regarding the unanticipated discovery of human remains. Therefore, the Modified Project would not 

result in new or more severe impacts on historical resources, archaeological resources, or human 

remains beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to cultural resources. The certified 

2005 Final EIR for the Original Project includes Table 4.2-1, Summary of Mitigation Measures from 

Plans and Policies, on pages 4-4 and 4-5, which indicates that cultural resources mitigation measures 

were not identified for the Original Project because compliance with the Los Angeles County 

General Plan, the Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan, and the City of Santa Clarita General 

Plan would sufficiently reduce or avoid potential impacts. These plans are still applicable to the 

Modified Project, and compliance with them would reduce or avoid potential impacts in the same 

ways as would occur for the Original Project. However, due to the slightly modified Phase 2 

alignment, and to ensure that appropriate monitoring and compliance actions are implemented to 

provide consistency with the aforementioned plans, three standard construction mitigation 

measures for cultural resources are listed below for the Modified Project. These activities were not 

specifically called out as mitigation measures in the 2005 Final EIR; however, they do not represent 

substantially new or different information, because in order for the Original Project to comply with 

the plans listed above, comparable monitoring and compliance activities would have also been 

implemented during construction.  

CR-1 Archaeological and Native American Monitoring  

Archaeological and Native American monitoring of initial project-related ground disturbing activities 

shall be conducted at the western extent of the pipeline alignment. Archaeological monitoring shall 

be performed under the direction of the qualified archaeologist, defined as an archaeologist 

meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for archaeology 
(National Park Service 1983). The qualified archaeologist, in consultation with SCV Water and the 

Native American monitor, may recommend the reduction or termination of monitoring depending 

upon observed conditions (e.g., no resources encountered within the first 50 percent of ground 

disturbance). If archaeological resources are encountered during ground-disturbing activities, work 

within a minimum of 50 feet of the find must halt and the find evaluated for CRHR and NRHP 

eligibility. Should an unanticipated resource be found as CRHR or NRHP eligible and avoidance is 

infeasible, additional analysis (e.g., testing) may be necessary to determine if project impacts would 

be significant. 

CR-2 Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources 

If cultural resources are encountered during ground-disturbing activities, work in the immediate 

area must halt and an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualifications Standards for archaeology (National Park Service 1983) should be contacted 

immediately to evaluate the find. If the discovery proves to be eligible for listing in the NRHP or the 

CRHR, additional work may be warranted, such as data recovery excavation and Native American 

consultation to treat the find. 

CR-3 Human Remains 

If human remains are found, the State of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states 

that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin 
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and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the event of an unanticipated 

discovery of human remains, the County Coroner must be notified immediately. If the human 

remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage 

Commission, which will determine and notify a most likely descendant (MLD). The MLD has 48 hours 

from being granted site access to make recommendations for the disposition of the remains. If the 

MLD does not make recommendations within 48 hours, the land owner shall reinter the remains in 

an area of the property secure from subsequent disturbance. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.6 Energy 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Result in potentially 

significant environmental 

impact due to wasteful, 

inefficient, or unnecessary 

consumption of energy 

resources, during project 

construction or operation? 

N/A No No No N/A 

 Conflict with or obstruct a 

state or local plan for 

renewable energy or energy 

efficiency? 

N/A No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to energy were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area was not 

identified in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist as a separate environmental 

issue area. Potential impacts of the Modified Project to energy are assessed below. 

Energy Background 

Energy use relates directly to environmental quality because it can adversely affect air quality and 

can generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that contribute to climate change. Fossil fuels are 

burned to create electricity that powers residences and commercial/industrial buildings, heats and 

cools buildings, and powers vehicles. Transportation energy use is related to the fuel efficiency of 

cars, trucks, and public transportation; choice of different travel modes such as auto, carpool, and 

public transit; and miles traveled by these modes. Construction and routine operation and 

maintenance of transportation infrastructure also consume energy. 

California is one of the lowest per capita energy users in the United States, ranked 48th in the nation, 

due to its energy efficiency programs and mild climate (United States Energy Information 

Administration [EIA] 2020). The single largest end-use sector for energy consumption in California is 

transportation (39.8 percent), followed by industry (23.2 percent), commercial (18.1 percent), and 

residential (18.1 percent) (EIA 2020).  

California consumed 284,436 gigawatt-hours of electricity and 12,666 million U.S. therms of natural 

gas in 2018 (California Energy Commission [CEC] 2020a). Most of California’s electricity is generated 
in-state with approximately 32 percent imported from the Northwest and Southwest in 2018 (CEC 

2019). In addition, approximately 31 percent of California’s electricity supply comes from renewable 
energy sources, such as wind, solar photovoltaic, geothermal, and biomass (CEC 2019). Adopted on 

September 10, 2018, Senate Bill 100 accelerates the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standards Program, 

codified in the Public Utilities Act, by requiring electricity providers to increase procurement from 
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eligible renewable energy resources to 33 percent of total retail sales by 2020, 60 percent by 2030, 

and 100 percent by 2045. 

Californians presently consume over 17 billion gallons of motor vehicle fuels per year (CEC 2020b). 

Though California’s population and economy are expected to grow, gasoline demand is projected to 
decline from roughly 15.6 billion gallons in 2017 to between 12.1 billion and 12.6 billion gallons in 

2030 (a 19 percent to 22 percent reduction) in response to both increasing vehicle electrification 

and higher fuel economy for new gasoline vehicles (CEC 2018). To reduce statewide vehicle 

emissions, California requires all motorists use California Reformulated Gasoline, which is sourced 

almost exclusively from in-state refineries. Both gasoline and diesel are primarily petroleum-based, 

and their consumption releases GHG emissions, including carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides. The 

transportation sector is the single largest source of GHG emissions in California, accounting for 41 

percent of all inventoried emissions in 2017 (CARB 2019). 

a. Would the project result in a potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, 

inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or 

operation? 

The Original Project was approved in 2005, before the CEQA Guidelines were revised in 2019 to 

address Energy in a separate environmental issue area, and the 2005 Final EIR did not address 

Energy or make a determination regarding the Original Project’s energy impacts. However, as 

previously discussed, this EIR Addendum addresses each significance threshold in the current (2020) 

CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist, to provide characterization of all potential 

impacts of the Modified Project. Qualitative discussion is provided to compare effects of the 

Modified Project and the Original Project to provide comparison between the two, even though this 

was not addressed as an environmental issue area in 2005.  

Construction Energy Demand 

The Modified Project would not require significantly increased construction activity as compared to 

the Original Project. As compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would install a 

shorter length of pipeline (6,500 feet versus 7,000 feet under the Original Project) and would 

implement microtunneling methods, where applicable, to reduce the area of ground disturbance. 

Similar to the Original Project, energy would be consumed during construction of the Modified 

Project in the form of petroleum-based fuels used to power off-road construction vehicles and 

equipment on the Modified Project site, construction worker travel to and from the Modified 

Project site, and vehicles used to deliver materials to the site.  

Energy use during construction would be temporary in nature, and construction equipment used 

would be typical of similar-sized construction projects in the region. In addition, construction 

contractors would be required to comply with the provisions of 13 California Code of Regulations 

Sections 2449 and 2485, which prohibit diesel-fueled commercial motor vehicles and off-road diesel 

vehicles from idling for more than five minutes, which would minimize unnecessary fuel 

consumption. Construction equipment would be subject to the United States EPA Construction 

Equipment Fuel Efficiency Standard (40 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 1039, 1065, and 1068), 

which would minimize inefficient fuel consumption. In addition, due to increased fuel efficiency 

standards since 2005, the Modified Project’s Phase 2 construction equipment would be more fuel-
efficient than the 2005 Final EIR anticipated. Furthermore, in the interest of cost efficiency, 

construction contractors would not utilize fuel in a manner that is wasteful or unnecessary.  
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Therefore, construction of the Modified Project would not result in a potential impact due to 

wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, and no construction-related 

energy impact would occur as a result of the Modified Project. Although Energy was not assessed as 

an issue area in the 2005 Final EIR, it is assumed that potential energy-related construction impacts 

of the Original Project were comparable to the Modified Project, due to the same project type, 

purpose, general location, applicable management plans, and equipment used during construction. 

Operational Energy Demand 

Similar to the Original Project, electricity from the regional grid would be used to pump water 

through the pipelines proposed under the Modified Project. The purpose of the Original Project is to 

increase conveyance capacity to serve the current and projected population in the SCV Water 

service area. The Modified Project would not increase the pipeline capacity beyond that previously 

identified under the Original Project. Energy usage would be consistent with other water 

infrastructure in the region.  

Therefore, energy demand associated with the Modified Project would not be wasteful, inefficient, 

or unnecessary. No impact would occur.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to energy use, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Not analyzed in the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy 

efficiency? 

SCV Water does not have any specific renewable energy or energy efficiency plans. In 2012, the City 

of Santa Clarita adopted its Climate Action Plan (CAP), a document identifying strategies the City can 

adopt to reduce the amount of GHGs produced in the community. The City of Santa Clarita’s CAP 
also includes measures to reduce energy consumption, including installing higher efficacy public 

street lighting and encouraging the use of solar power throughout the community. The CAP 

specifically identifies water efficiency measures to reduce electricity required to pump, treat, and 

distribute water, including low-flow water fixtures and water-efficient landscape irrigation systems 

(City of Santa Clarita 2012).  

Neither the Original Project nor the Modified Project would conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of the water efficiency measures identified in the City of Santa Clarita’s CAP. 
Increased user-end efficiency and conservation measures would improve the energy efficiency of 

the water infrastructure system as a whole.  

Senate Bill (SB) 100 mandates 100 percent clean electricity for California by 2045. Because both the 

Original Project and Modified Project would be powered by the existing electricity grid, either 

project would eventually be powered by renewable energy mandated by SB 100 and would not 

conflict with the State plan for renewable energy.  

281



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

48 

As such, the Modified Project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable 

energy or energy efficiency. No impact would occur.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to renewable energy or energy 

efficiency plans, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Not analyzed in the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.7 Geology and Soils 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Directly or indirectly cause 

potential substantial adverse 

effects, including the risk of 

loss, injury, or death 

involving: 

     

1. Rupture of a known 

earthquake fault, as 

delineated on the most 

recent Alquist-Priolo 

Earthquake Fault 

Zoning Map issued by 

the State Geologist for 

the area or based on 

other substantial 

evidence of a known 

fault? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

2. Strong seismic ground 

shaking? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

3. Seismic-related ground 

failure, including 

liquefaction? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

4. Landslides? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Result in substantial soil 

erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Be located on a geologic unit 

or soil that is unstable, or 

that would become unstable 

as a result of the project, and 

potentially result in on- or 

off-site landslide, lateral 

spreading, subsidence, 

liquefaction, or collapse? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

283



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

50 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstances 

Require Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

 Be located on expansive soil, 

as defined in Table 1-B of the 

Uniform Building Code 

(1994), creating substantial 

direct or indirect risks to life 

or property? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Have soils incapable of 

adequately supporting the 

use of septic tanks or 

alternative wastewater 

disposal systems where 

sewers are not available for 

the disposal of wastewater? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

 Directly or indirectly destroy 

a unique paleontological 

resource or site or unique 

geologic feature? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to geology and soils, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Land Use Element, policies 7, 25, 26, and 28; Safety Element, 

policies 1 – 7, 8, and 10; Conservation and Open Space Element, policy 17  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Land Use Element, policies 4.1 and 4.2; Safety 

Element, policies 3.3 and 4.2; Environmental Resources Management Element, policy 3.3 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Open Space and Conservation Element, policies 2.2 and 5.1; 

Safety Element, policies 1.3 – 1.6, 1.8, 1.12, 1.13 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to geology and soils are assessed below. In addition, the 

2020 CEQA Guidelines addresses paleontological resources under significance criterion 3.7(f); 

accordingly, paleontological resources are assessed below. 
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a. Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the 

risk of loss, injury, or death involving:  

 a.1 Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 

 Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on 

 other substantial evidence of a known fault? 

 a.2 Strong seismic ground shaking? 

 a.3 Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

 a.4 Landslides? 

Potential risks and susceptibility to earthquakes and seismicity is site-specific and related to 

proximity of the project site to faults. The Modified Project would implement a revised alignment 

for the Phase 2 pipeline; however, this revised alignment would be situated in the same geologic 

and seismic environment as assessed for the Original Project. Since analysis of the Original Project 

for the certified 2005 Final EIR, no major geologic or seismic events have occurred that have altered 

the environmental setting in the project area.  

As discussed in the certified 2005 Final EIR, the project area is subject to liquefaction, which is most 

likely to occur in areas that are saturated at very shallow depths, such as adjacent to the Santa Clara 

River. The Modified Project includes a revised alignment for the Phase 2 pipeline, which would cross 

under the Santa Clara River approximately 1,500 feet downstream of where the Original Project 

pipeline would cross the river; however, this realignment would not alter the potential for geologic 

impacts to occur, because the environmental setting and associated hazards are the same as 

described in the certified 2005 Final EIR. There have been no substantial changes in information 

regarding seismic risk in the area since certification of the 2005 Final EIR.  

Therefore, the proximity to known earthquake faults and the potential for fault rupture, seismic 

ground shaking, liquefaction, and landslides at the project site described for the Original Project in 

the certified Final EIR would also be applicable to the Modified Project. The Modified Project would 

not increase the intensity of use of the project site relative to the Original Project. Therefore, the 

Modified Project would not substantially increase the number of people or structures potentially 

exposed to seismic risks relative to the Original Project. The Modified Project would result in no new 

or more severe impacts beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR for the Original 

Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to geologic and seismic hazards, 

and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

285



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

52 

b. Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

c. Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become 

unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 

spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse? 

d. Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 1-B of the Uniform Building 

Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? 

As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project would involve soil-disturbing 

activities that could result in soil erosion, and best management practices would be implemented 

during construction activities to minimize or avoid the potential for adverse impacts to occur. The 

Phase 2 pipeline for the Modified Project is approximately 500 feet shorter than under the Original 

Project, and the potential for soil erosion or impacts associated with soil characteristics to occur is 

therefore also less. In addition, the Modified Project would cross under the Santa Clara River at a 

more narrow point than under the Original Project, and would use a combination of open-cut 

trenching and microtunneling; corresponding ground disturbance associated with the Modified 

Project would therefore be less than the Original Project. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project is subject to County review for the issuance of a 

grading permit, and the same types of erosion control measures included as a condition of approval 

for the Original Project are also anticipated for the Modified Project. The potential for the Modified 

Project to result in unstable soils or to be damaged from expansive soils would be the same as the 

Original Project. The Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts related to 

unstable or expansive soils beyond those previously identified for the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to soil hazards, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

e. Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or 

alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of 

wastewater? 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would not construct new wastewater disposal 

systems and would not involve the construction of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 

systems on the project site. The Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts 

related to the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater systems beyond those identified in the 

previously certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to septic tanks or alternative 

wastewater disposal systems, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  
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Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

f. Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or 

unique geologic feature? 

Paleontological resources were assessed in the Initial Study for the Original Project, which is 

attached to the certified 2005 Final EIR as Appendix A. As discussed therein, paleontological 

resources are generally found in sedimentary rock units, including Pliocene and Pleistocene strata. 

Vertebrate fossils typically have more paleontological value than invertebrate fossils, which are 

fairly common throughout Southern California. Most vertebrate fossils are found in non-marine 

sedimentary deposits in Southern California. Exposures of non-marine fossils occur along incised 

river terraces or within continental terraces of late Pleistocene age. Vertebrate fossils are somewhat 

randomly scattered throughout, and most bone material Is discovered by chance exposure.  

As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project would have potential to damage 

or destroy unique paleontological resources in the underlying Saugus Formation, which is 

considered to have high paleontological sensitivity. The Modified Project would have a slightly lower 

potential to encounter paleontological resources than the Original Project, due to the construction 

of 500 feet less of new pipeline, as well as abandoning existing pipeline in place rather than 

removing it as proposed under the Original Project, and the use of microtunneling to construct 

portions of the pipeline. The Modified Project would not result in new or more severe impacts to 

unique paleontological resources or sites or unique geologic features beyond those identified in the 

previously certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to paleontological resources, and 

no new mitigation measures are necessary. For reference, the mitigation measure identified in the 

Initial Study for the Original Project and on pages ES-6 through ES-7 of the certified 2005 Final EIR 

for the Original Project, which would also be implemented for the Modified Project, is provided 

below. 

GEO-1 Paleontological Resources 

In the event paleontological fossils are encountered during excavation, work will be stopped 

immediately and temporarily redirected until a qualified paleontologist is retained to determine the 

potential significance of the find. If the fossils are found to be significant, they will be removed and 

curated at the proper repository, A preconstruction workshop will be conducted by a qualified 

paleontologist to ensure that any new discoveries are adequately recorded, evaluated, and, if 

significant, mitigated. The workshop minimally will address the following: review the types of 

paleontological resources that may be uncovered; provide examples of common paleontological 

fossils to examine; what makes a paleontological resource significant; what would temporarily stop 

construction and for how long; procedures that would be used to record, evaluate, and mitigate 

new discoveries with a minimum of delay; and describe reporting requirements and the 

responsibilities of the construction supervisor and crew. 
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Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Generate greenhouse gas 

emissions, either directly or 

indirectly, that may have a 

significant impact on the 

environment? 

Pages 4.5-

29 through 

4.5-34 

No No No Yes 

 Conflict with an applicable 

plan, policy, or regulation 

adopted for the purpose of 

reducing the emissions of 

greenhouse gases? 

Pages 4.5-

29 through 

4.5-34 

No No No Yes 

Direct impacts to greenhouse gas emissions were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this 

issue area was not identified in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist as a 

separate environmental issue area. Potential impacts of the Modified Project to greenhouse gas 

emissions are assessed below. 

Climate Change Background 

Climate change is the observed increase in the average temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere and 
oceans along with other substantial changes in climate (such as wind patterns, precipitation, and 

storms) over an extended period of time. The baseline against which these changes are measured 

originates in historical records identifying temperature changes that have occurred in the past, such 

as during previous ice ages. The global climate is continuously changing, as evidenced by repeated 

episodes of substantial warming and cooling documented in the geologic record. The rate of change 

has typically been incremental, with warming or cooling trends occurring over the course of 

thousands of years. The past 10,000 years have been marked by a period of incremental warming as 

glaciers have steadily retreated across the globe. However, scientists have observed acceleration in 

the rate of warming during the past 150 years. Per the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (2007), the understanding of anthropogenic warming and cooling influences on 

climate has led to a high confidence (95 percent or greater chance) that the global average net 

effect of human activities has been the dominant cause of warming since the mid-twentieth 

century. 

GHGs are gases that absorb and re-emit infrared radiation in the atmosphere. The gases widely seen 

as the principal contributors to human-induced climate change include carbon dioxide (CO2), 

methane, nitrous oxide, fluorinated gases such as hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons, and 

sulfur hexafluoride. Water vapor is excluded from the list of GHGs because it is short-lived in the 

atmosphere and its atmospheric concentrations are largely determined by natural processes, such 

as oceanic evaporation. 
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GHGs are emitted by both natural processes and human activities. Of these gases, CO2 and methane 

are emitted in the greatest quantities from human activities. Emissions of CO2 are largely by-

products of fossil fuel combustion, whereas methane results from off-gassing associated with 

agricultural practices and landfills. Anthropogenic GHGs, many of which have greater heat-

absorption potential than CO2, include fluorinated gases and sulfur hexafluoride (United States 

Environmental Protection Agency 2020). 

The accumulation of GHGs in the atmosphere regulates Earth’s temperature. Without the natural 

heat-trapping effect of GHGs, Earth’s surface would be about 34 degrees Celsius cooler (California 

Environmental Protection Agency 2006). However, emissions from human activities, particularly the 

consumption of fossil fuels for electricity production and transportation, have elevated the 

concentration of GHGs in the atmosphere beyond the level of naturally occurring concentrations. 

Scientific modeling predicts that continued GHG emissions at or above current rates would induce 

more extreme climate changes during the 21st century than were observed during the 20th century. 

Some of the potential impacts of climate change in California may include loss of snowpack, sea 

level rise, more extreme heat days per year, more high ozone days, more large forest fires, and 

more drought years (State of California 2018). While these potential impacts identify the possible 

effects of climate change at a statewide level, in general, scientific modeling tools are currently 

unable to predict what impacts would occur locally. 

Significance Thresholds 

The majority of individual projects do not generate sufficient GHG emissions to create significant 

project-specific environmental effects. However, the environmental effects of a project’s GHG 
emissions can contribute incrementally to cumulative environmental effects that are significant, 

contributing to climate change, even if an individual project’s environmental effects are limited 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15064[h][1]). As such, the issue of a project’s environmental effects and 
contribution towards climate change typically involves an analysis of whether or not a project’s 
contribution towards climate change is cumulatively considerable. Cumulatively considerable means 

that the incremental effects of an individual project are significant when viewed in connection with 

the effects of past projects, other current projects, and probable future projects (CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15064[h][1]). 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4 recommends that lead agencies quantify GHG emissions of 

projects and consider several other factors that may be used in the determination of significance of 

GHG emissions from a project, including: the extent to which the project may increase or reduce 

GHG emissions; whether a project exceeds an applicable significance threshold; and the extent to 

which the project complies with regulations or requirements adopted for the reduction or 

mitigation of GHG emissions. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4 does not establish a threshold of 

significance for GHG emissions; rather, lead agencies have the discretion to establish significance 

thresholds for their respective jurisdictions, and in establishing those thresholds, a lead agency may 

appropriately look to thresholds developed by other public agencies, or suggested by other experts, 

as long as any threshold chosen is supported by substantial evidence (see CEQA Guidelines Section 

15064.7[c]). The CEQA Guidelines also clarify that the effects of GHG emissions are cumulative and 

should be analyzed in the context of CEQA’s requirements for cumulative impact analysis (see CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15130[f]).  

SCV Water has not adopted a numerical significance threshold for assessing impacts related to GHG 

emissions. In 2012, the City of Santa Clarita adopted a CAP for the purposes of achieving identified 

GHG emission reduction goals by 2020 as outlined in AB 32. However, as the Modified Project would 
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be operational post-2020, the CAP was not utilized for the purposes of evaluating the significance of 

the Modified Project’s GHG emissions. This analysis qualitatively compares the GHG-generating 

activities associated with the Original Project against the GHG-generating activities associated with 

the Modified Project.  

a. Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may 

have a significant impact on the environment? 

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 

emissions of greenhouse gases? 

The Original Project was approved in 2005 before the March 2010 amendment to CEQA added 

GHGs to the Appendix G checklist of the CEQA Guidelines. The 2005 Final EIR did not analyze the 

Original Project’s GHG emissions.  

As previously described, the Modified Project would not require significantly increased construction 

activity as compared to the Original Project. As compared to the Original Project, the Modified 

Project would install a shorter length of pipeline (6,500 feet versus 7,000 feet under the Original 

Project) and would implement microtunneling methods, where applicable, to reduce the area of 

ground disturbance. In addition, due to increased fuel efficiency standards since 2005, the Modified 

Project’s Phase 2 construction equipment would be more fuel-efficient than the 2005 Final EIR 

anticipated. Therefore, GHG emissions associated with the Modified Project would be equivalent to 

or less than those associated with the Original Project.  

The Modified Project would not increase operation and maintenance activities associated with the 

proposed pipeline as compared to the Original Project. As with the Original Project, operational 

GHG emissions associated with the Modified Project would be negligible. Accordingly, the Modified 

Project would not result in a new or substantially more severe impact related to GHG emissions.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to GHG emissions and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Not analyzed in the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Create a significant hazard to 

the public or the 

environment through the 

routine transport, use, or 

disposal of hazardous 

materials? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Create a significant hazard to 

the public or the 

environment through 

reasonably foreseeable upset 

and accident conditions 

involving the release of 

hazardous materials into the 

environment? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Emit hazardous emissions or 

handle hazardous or acutely 

hazardous materials, 

substances, or waste within 

0.25 mile of an existing or 

proposed school? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Be located on a site that is 

included on a list of 

hazardous material sites 

compiled pursuant to 

Government Code Section 

65962.5 and, as a result, 

would it create a significant 

hazard to the public or the 

environment? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 For a project located in an 

airport land use plan or, 

where such a plan has not 

been adopted, within two 

miles of a public airport or 

public use airport, would the 

project result in a safety 

hazard or excessive noise for 

people residing or working in 

the project area? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 
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 Impair implementation of or 

physically interfere with an 

adopted emergency response 

plan or emergency 

evacuation plan? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Expose people or structures, 

either directly or indirectly, 

to a significant risk of loss, 

injury, or death involving 

wildland fires? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to hazards and hazardous materials were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, 

as this issue area was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than 

significant impacts. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing 

plans and policies related to hazards and hazardous materials, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policy 29; Safety 

Element Wildland and Urban Fire Hazards, policies 15 – 19; Hazardous Materials, policies 20 – 

24; Emergency Response, Preparedness, and Recovery, policies 25 – 35; Research and Safety 

Information Systems, policies 36 – 38  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Public Services and Facilities Element, policies 1.1, 

1.2, 3.3, and 4.1 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Safety Element, policies 2.1, 3.1 – 3.10, and 4.1 – 4.5 

The City of Santa Clarita developed a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan to protect citizens, critical 

facilities, infrastructure, private property, and the environmental from natural and man-made 

hazards, including wildfire (City of Santa Clarita 2015). The plan includes emergency response and 

emergency evacuation protocols. Potential impacts of the Modified Project to hazards and 

hazardous materials are assessed below. 

a. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 

routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

b. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 

reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 

materials into the environment? 

As described in the Initial Study for the Original Project (included as Appendix A to the 2005 Final 

EIR), during construction, heavy equipment and vehicles would be present in the project area, and 

all contractors would be required to adhere to mandatory federal Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA) regulations for the handling, transport, storage, and use of hazardous or 

potentially hazardous materials. The use of construction equipment would require several 
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petroleum products such as fuel, hydraulic fluids, and lubricants for effective operation. Lubricant 

and hydraulic fluid changes and replenishment would be required infrequently. Typically, service 

trucks deliver these types of fluids to the site and then perform the necessary fuel and oil transfers. 

The risk of small fuel or oil spills is considered possible but small and would be immediately cleaned 

up in accordance with permit conditions. Therefore, any potential accidental spill or release of 

hazardous materials have a negligible potential impact on public health.  

During off working hours, heavy equipment and vehicles in areas that could be accessed by the 

public would be secured in a general contractor's staging area that would not pose a safety hazard. 

Furthermore, because the Modified Project would install 500 feet less of new pipeline, the potential 

for accident or spill conditions to occur is also less than under the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to hazardous materials, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

c. Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 

materials, substances, or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school? 

Except for fuel and associated materials required to operate construction equipment and vehicles, 

the project would not include the handling, use, or storage of hazardous materials. There are no 

public schools within 0.25 mile of the Modified Project alignment. There are two private specialty 

schools located near the northwestern intersection of Soledad Canyon Road and Golden Valley 

Road, near the Greenbriar Mobile Estates. Both are more than 0.25 mile of the Modified Project 

alignment. In addition, the Original Project alignment for Phase 2 was located closer to Greenbriar 

Mobile Estates than the Modified Project; therefore, although the Modified Project already would 

not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials or waste within 0.25 mile of a school, it 

also would have less potential to affect existing schools that the Original Project. The Modified 

Project would not substantially change the use or transport of hazardous materials on or around the 

site, and would not result in new or more severe impacts than the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to hazardous materials and the 

proximity of local schools, and no new mitigation measures would be necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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d. Would the project be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous material sites 

compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 

significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

The Modified Project alignment is not included on the Department of Toxic Substances Control 

(DTSC) list of hazardous materials sites (Cortese list) compiled pursuant to Government Code 

Section 65962.5 (DTSC 2020). There are no known open case hazardous material sites on lists 

compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 within 0.25 mile of the project site. 

Therefore, consistent with the findings of the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project, the 

Modified Project would have no new or more severe impacts related to contaminated sites.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to hazardous materials sites, and 

no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

e. For a project located in an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 

within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety 

hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

The Modified Project, as with the Original Project, is not located within an airport land use plan or 

within two miles of a public airport or public use airport. Air traffic associated with local airports 

would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise on or around the project site. Consistent with 

the findings of the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project, the Modified Project would have 

no impact. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to airport land use plans or the 

proximity of a public use airport, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

296



Environmental Impact Analysis 

Cumulative Impacts 

 

Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report 63 

f. Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 

response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

Most of the pipeline alignment would be constructed in areas that have no vehicular access, and 

construction of the project pipeline in these areas would therefore have no potential to conflict with 

emergency response or evacuation plans. For portions of the pipeline that would be constructed in 

roadways, temporary access restrictions would be employed as needed to maintain safety of 

workers and the public. As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project would 

include the temporary closure of one lane of a two-lane street to provide the space required for 

underground installation of the proposed pipeline segments. The other lane would be open at all 

times, such that access to and from the surrounding areas would be maintained. In addition, 

alternate access roads are present in the area. Therefore, although slow-moving construction-

related traffic may temporarily reduce optimal traffic flows in the area, this would not significantly 

delay emergency vehicles traveling through the area; any delays would be minor and would only 

affect short segments of roadways. The Modified Project would have no new or more severe 

impacts than the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to emergency response plans or 

emergency evacuation plans, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

g. Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk 

of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires? 

As would occur under the Original Project, some construction equipment that would be used for 

construction of the Modified Project contain fuel tanks with capacity of up to 500 gallons, and it is 

possible that accidental ignition could occur during equipment operation, potentially resulting in a 

fire which, depending on the location, could spread to the surrounding area. However, all such 

equipment is required to have fire suppression features on board or at the work site. In addition, in 

accordance with City of Santa Clarita Fire Code, an adequate on-site supply of water with all-

weather access for fire-fighting equipment and emergency vehicles would be maintained during 

construction activities (City of Santa Clarita 2020). Additionally, emergency fire services are located 

near the project site. The Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts related to 

exposure to wildland fire hazards than the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to wildland fires, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.10 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Violate any water quality 

standards or waste discharge 

requirements or otherwise 

substantially degrade surface 

or ground water quality? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Substantially decrease 

groundwater supplies or 

interfere substantially with 

groundwater recharge such 

that the project may impede 

sustainable groundwater 

management of the basin? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Substantially alter the 

existing drainage pattern of 

the site or area, including 

through the alteration of the 

course of a stream or river or 

through the addition of 

impervious surfaces, in a 

manner which would:  

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

(i) Result in substantial 

erosion or siltation on- 

or off-site 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

(ii) Substantially increase 

the rate or amount of 

surface runoff in a 

manner which would 

result in flooding on- or 

off-site 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

(iii) Create or contribute 

runoff water which 

would exceed the 

capacity of existing or 

planned stormwater 

drainage systems or 

provide substantial 

additional sources of 

polluted runoff 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 
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Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

(iv) Impede or redirect flood 

flows? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 In flood hazard, tsunami, or 

seiche zones, risk release of 

pollutants due to project 

inundation? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of a water 

quality control plan or 

sustainable groundwater 

management plan? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to hydrology and water quality were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as 

this issue area was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than 

significant direct impacts. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with 

existing plans and policies related to water quality, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Open Space Element, policies 4 - 6 and 26; Safety Element, 

policies 11 – 14 

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Public Services and Facilities Element, policies 1.1, 

1.2, 3.3, and 4.1 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Open Space and Conservation Element, policies 5.1 – 5.3, 5.6, 

and 7.1 – 7.15; Public Services, Facilities, and Utilities Element, policies 1.2 – 1.8; Public Safety 

Element, policy 1.10 

▪ Los Angeles RWQCB Basin Plan and Santa Clara River Basin Plan. 

In addition, compliance with the federal Clean Water Act (Section 404) would require the 

development and implementation of a project-specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) during construction, as did the Original Project. 

a. Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or 

otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality? 

The Modified Project would be subject to the same water quality standards and waste discharge 

requirements as the Original Project. As with the Original Project, construction activity associated 

with the Modified Project, including grading, could have the potential to degrade water quality due 

to sediment erosion or the presence of contaminants located within the soils. The quantity of 

ground disturbance associated with construction was not provided in the 2005 Final EIR; however, 

based upon the use of microtunneling instead of traditional boring, as well as the shorter length of 

the Phase 2 pipeline, it is reasonably determined that the Modified Project would result in less 

ground disturbance than the Original Project. The potential for violation of water quality standards 
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or waste discharge requirements to occur as a result of ground disturbing activities during 

construction would also be less under the Modified Project.  

The Modified Project would not violate water quality standards or waste discharge requirements, or 

otherwise substantially degrade water quality. The Modified Project would result in no new or more 

severe impacts related to water quality and wastewater discharge requirements.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to water quality, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 

groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater 

management of the basin? 

As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project would require a temporary water 

supply during construction, primarily for dust control. This would be provided from existing SCV 

Water supply and would not decrease groundwater supplies due to the minimal and temporary 

nature of construction water use. Neither the Modified Project nor the Original Project would 

introduce new areas of impermeable surfaces such that groundwater recharge could be affected, as 

the pipeline would primarily be situated within existing paved roadways. The Modified Project 

would result in no increases in long-term water demand. Impacts on groundwater supplies and 

groundwater recharge would, as with the Original Project, be less than significant. No new or more 

severe significant impacts would occur as a result of the Modified Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to groundwater supply or 

recharge, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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c. Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 

through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 

surfaces, in a manner which would: 

i. Result in substantial erosion or situation on- or off-site? 

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result 

in flooding on- or off-site? 

iii. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 

stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? 

iv. Impede or redirect flood flows? 

Neither the Modified Project nor the Original Project would change the course of any stream or 

river. The Modified Project would cross under the Santa Clara River at a narrower point than the 

Original Project would, reducing the area of ground disturbance and associated potential to result in 

erosion or siltation. The disturbance area would be restored after construction, and existing 

drainage patterns would be maintained. After construction, the pipeline would be underground, and 

would not affect drainage patterns. The Modified Project would not introduce new impermeable 

surfaces, create or contribute to runoff water, or impede or redirect flood flows. Standard 

construction BMPs would be implemented in accordance with a project-specific SWPPP. Therefore, 

the Modified Project would have no new or more severe significant impacts related to erosion, 

runoff, or drainage pattern alterations than the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to drainage pattern alterations, 

and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.)  

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, would the project risk release of pollutants due to 

project inundation? 

The Modified Project would be located on the same area as the Original Project, which is not subject 

to inundation by tsunami or seiche. The proposed pipeline is located in the flood hazard area 

associated with the Santa Clara River; however, as with the Original Project, the pipeline would be 

underground, and would not introduce hazards associated with flooding inundation. The Modified 

Project would therefore have no new or more severe significant impacts related to potential release 

of pollutants in flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to flood hazards, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  
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Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

e. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or 

sustainable groundwater management plan? 

This significance threshold was not included in the CEQA Guidelines in effect at the time of 

preparation of the 2005 EIR for the Original Project. Nonetheless, as discussed throughout this 

section of the Addendum, the Modified Project would have no new or more severe significant 

impacts related to water quality or groundwater than the Original Project.  

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014 requires the preparation of 

Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) for groundwater basins throughout California, with each 

GSP developed and administered by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) approved by the 

California Department of Water Resources (DWR). The project site is within the management 

jurisdiction of the Santa Clarita Valley GSA, which is currently developing a GSP for the area. 

Completion of the Santa Clarita Valley GSP is anticipated by January 2022. The Modified Project 

would not result in adverse impacts to water quality or groundwater supply, as discussed above, 

and would not impede the implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable 

groundwater management plan.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to wildland fires, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

303



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

70 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

304



Environmental Impact Analysis 

Cumulative Impacts 

 

Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report 71 

3.11 Land Use and Planning 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Physically divide an 

established community? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Cause a significant 

environmental impact due to 

a conflict with any land use 

plan, policy, or regulation 

adopted for the purpose of 

avoiding or mitigating an 

environmental effect? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Land use were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area was screened out in the 

Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant impacts. As with the Original 

Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies related to land use, 

including all Land Use Element policies identified in the Los Angeles County General Plan, the Los 

Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan, and the City of Santa Clarita General Plan.  

a. Would the project physically divide an established community? 

As discussed in Section 3.10, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, above, under significance threshold 

(f), most of the pipeline alignment would be constructed in areas that have no vehicular access, and 

the pipeline would be installed below ground. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project 

would not change the circulation pattern of the area and would not physically divide an established 

community. The Modified Project would therefore result in no new or more severe impacts related 

to dividing established communities beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to the potential to physically divide 

existing communities, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

305



Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

Honby Pipeline Project 

 

72 

b. Would the project cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use 

plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 

effect? 

The Modified Project would be located at the same general area with the same land uses as the 

Original Project. Development throughout the area has continued to expand since the certified 2005 

Final EIR; such expansion has been consistent with General Plan projections for the area, which are 

acknowledged throughout the 2005 Final EIR as well as this 2020 EIR Addendum. Therefore, the 

Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts related to consistency with 

applicable land uses plans, ordinances, and policies beyond those identified in the previously 

certified Final EIR for the Original Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to land use plans, policies, or 

regulations, and no new mitigation measures are necessary.  

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.12 Mineral Resources 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Result in the loss of 

availability of a known 

mineral resource that would 

be of value to the region and 

the residents of the state? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Result in the loss of 

availability of a locally 

important mineral resource 

recovery site delineated on a 

local general plan, specific 

plan, or other land use plan? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to mineral resources were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue 

area was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant 

impacts. In addition, the Initial Study (provided as Appendix A to the certified 2005 Final EIR), 

addressed mineral resources under “Geology and Soils” because the CEQA Environmental Checklist 
at that time did not call out a separate issue area for mineral resources, as done here for 

consistency with the 2020 CEQA Guidelines. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would 

comply with existing plans and policies related to mineral resources, which are addressed above in 

Section 3.8, Geology and Soils. Potential impacts of the Modified Project to mineral resources are 

assessed below. 

a. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of 

value to the region and the residents of the state? 

b. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource 

recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan? 

The 2005 Final EIR determined the Original Project will have no impact to mineral resources because 

the area affected by pipeline construction is not suitable for mineral resource extraction and the 

pipeline only requires a narrow corridor. The Modified Project site is located in the same river wash 

as the Original Project site. As discussed in the 2005 Final EIR, most of the Santa Clara River wash is 

zoned as Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ-2), indicating that significant mineral deposits are present or 

that a high likelihood for their presence exists. Natural sand and gravel deposits suitable for 

construction aggregate are found in the Santa Clara River within the vicinity of the Original Project 

site and Modified Project site. However, as discussed in the 2005 Final EIR, this section of the Santa 

Clara River is identified by the City of Santa Clarita as a Significant Ecological Area (SEA), which limits 

construction and development within the 100-year floodplain where extraction would occur.  
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Similar to the Original Project, implementation of the Modified Project would not inhibit potential 

future oil and gas extraction beneath the site because the Modified Project only requires a narrow 

corridor, and modern directional drilling techniques are capable of extracting oil and gas from great 

lateral distances. Furthermore, the Modified Project would not affect any ongoing mineral resource 

recovery operations in the vicinity of the Modified Project site. Accordingly, the Modified Project 

would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased impacts related to mineral resources 

and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in the 2005 Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to mineral resources, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Same as the Initial Study for the Original Project.)  
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3.13 Noise 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Generate a substantial 

temporary or permanent 

increase in ambient noise 

levels in the vicinity of the 

project in excess of standards 

established in the local 

general plan or noise 

ordinance, or applicable 

standards of other agencies? 

Pages 3.3-1 

– 3.3-4 and 

4-12 

No No No Yes 

 Generate excessive 

groundborne vibration or 

groundborne noise levels? 

Pages 3.3-1 

– 3.3-4 and 

4-12 

No No No N/A 

 For a project located within 

the vicinity of a private 

airstrip or an airport land use 

plan or, where such a plan 

has not been adopted, within 

two miles of a public airport 

or public use airport, expose 

people residing or working in 

the project area to excessive 

noise levels? 

Pages 3.3-1 

– 3.3-4 and 

4-12 

No No No N/A 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to noise, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Noise Element, policies 1 - 16 

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Noise Element, policies 1.2 and 1.3 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Noise Element, policies 1.2 and 1.4, 2.1 – 2.8, and 3.1 – 4.3 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project related to noise are assessed below. 
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a. Would the project result in generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in 

ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local 

general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

Consistent with the City of Santa Clarita noise ordinance, construction activities would not occur 

between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday through Friday, between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 

a.m. on Saturdays, anytime on Sunday and major holidays. In addition, construction noise above 65 

decibels (dBA) into 70 dBA are permitted for up to 15 minutes an hour and up to 75 dBA for up to 5 

minutes an hour in residential areas. As discussed in the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original 

Project, construction activities would occur during the hours and days allowed by the City of Santa 

Clarita. Pipeline construction would require a variety of equipment depending on the conditions 

along the route, potentially including a hydraulic excavator, trucks, paving equipment crane, and gas 

welding machine. The certified 2005 Final EIR determined that as a worst-case scenario, 

construction of the Original Project would generate a maximum hourly noise level of approximately 

89 dBA at 100 feet from the construction site, and noise would decrease by 6 dBA for every 

doubling of the distance, such that construction noise would be reduced to approximately 77 dBA at 

400 feet from the construction site. During the construction period, these temporary noise levels 

would potentially expose residents of the East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park to noise levels that 

could exceed City of Santa Clarita standards.  

The Modified Project would move the Phase 2 pipeline farther away from the Greenbrier Mobile 

Home Park, by continuing on the northern bank of the Santa Clara River for approximately 1,500 

feet away from the Greenbrier Mobile Home Park prior to crossing under the river. There are no 

new receptors along the realigned section of the Phase 2 pipeline that were not previously 

identified in the 2005 Final EIR. In addition to reducing the levels of temporary construction noise 

experienced at the Greenbriar Mobile Home Park, the alignment revision would not expose new 

sensitive noise receptors to temporary construction noise. Accordingly, while the certified 2005 

Final EIR found that the Original Project would result in significant noise impacts due to the 

potential for temporary construction noise to exceed local City of Santa Clarita noise thresholds for 

residents of the Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, this EIR Addendum finds that the Modified Project 

would result in less than significant noise impacts due to being situated farther away from residents 

of the Greenbrier Mobile Home Park.  

During operation and maintenance of the project, ambient noise levels would be the same as 

existing conditions, as no operational noise is associated with the pipeline. Therefore, the Modified 

Project would not have any new or more severe significant impacts related to substantial temporary 

or permanent increases in ambient noise levels beyond those identified in the certified Final EIR for 

the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to noise, and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary. For reference, the mitigation measures identified on pages 3.3-4 and 3.3-5 

of the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project, which would also be implemented for the 

Modified Project, are provided below. 

NOI-1 Notice of Construction Noise 

Advance notice of construction activities will be provided to nearby residents and businesses. 
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NOI-2 Noise Reduction Measures 

When construction activities occur sufficiently close to residential, commercial, and industrial uses 

to exceed City of Santa Clarita noise standards, one or more of the following noise reduction 

measures will be implemented: 

▪ All internal combustion engine-powered equipment will be properly muffled and in good repair;  

▪ Machines will not be left idling;  

▪ Electric power will be used in lieu of internal combustion engine power whenever possible; 

▪ Noisy activities will be scheduled to minimize their duration at the site;  

▪ If noise complaints are received, the contractor will conduct monitoring of noise levels, with 

corrective actions taken in response to excessive noise levels.  

Such measures could include constructing a temporary acoustic barrier between the noise source 

and the sensitive receptor. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Less than the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project generate excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

The Initial Study for the Original Project determined that the project would not have the potential to 

result in impacts related to groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels. As stated in the 

Initial Study, which is included as Appendix A to the certified 2005 Final EIR, although some 

groundborne vibration could result from construction of the Original Project, the project would not 

require the use of equipment that created excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 

either during construction or operations. The Modified Project would construct 500 feet less of 

pipeline than would the Original Project, and would use a combination of open-cut trenching and 

microtunneling to reduce the construction disturbance area. Accordingly, the potential for the 

Modified Project to result in groundborne vibration or groundborne noise would be less than 

described for the Original Project. The Modified Project would not result in new sources of 

groundborne vibration and would not result in new or substantially more severe significant impacts 

related to vibration beyond those identified in the certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur due to groundborne vibration and noise, 

and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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c. Would the project be located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan 

or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use 

airport, and expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project is not located within the vicinity of a private 

airstrip or airport land use plan. The Modified Project would not result in new or substantially more 

severe significant impacts related to airport noise beyond those identified in the previously certified 

Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur due to the vicinity of an airstrip or airport 

land use plan, and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.14 Population and Housing 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Induce substantial unplanned 

population growth in an area, 

either directly (e.g., by 

proposing new homes and 

businesses) or indirectly (e.g., 

through extension of roads 

or other infrastructure)? 

Pages 3.4-1 

through 

3.4-2 

No No No N/A 

 Displace substantial numbers 

of existing people or housing, 

necessitating the 

construction of replacement 

housing elsewhere? 

Pages 3.4-1 

through 

3.4-2 

No No No N/A 

The 2005 Final EIR determined the Original Project will not directly induce population growth or 

displace people or housing, but would remove an obstacle to future population growth by allowing 

SCV Water to serve the anticipated future population of a portion of its service area. Direct impacts 

to population and housing were determined to be less than significant. As discussed in Section 1.1, 

Background, the certified 2005 Final EIR found that the Original Project would result in significant 

unavoidable indirect impacts to population and housing by removing an obstacle to growth and 

thereby facilitating population growth. As described in the Project Description, the purpose of the 

project is to accommodate service for planned growth within SCV Water’s service territory; that 

remains the purpose with the Modified Project. Therefore, the indirect impacts of the project from 

removing an obstacle to growth are the same as previously described for the Original Project, and 

are considered significant and unavoidable. This EIR Addendum assesses whether the Modified 

Project would result in new or substantially different impacts, as discussed below. 

The Modified Project would not increase the pipeline capacity beyond the capacity analyzed under 

the Original Project. The Modified Project would not result in acquisition of additional water 

supplies and would not expand service beyond areas presently served by existing infrastructure. As 

with the Original Project, the Modified Project would not include construction of new homes or 

businesses and would therefore not directly induce population growth in the service area, nor 

would it indirectly induce population growth as a result of new employment opportunities. 

However, as mentioned above, and as would occur under the Original Project, the Modified Project 

would remove an obstacle to growth, and therefore indirect impacts to population growth are 

considered significant and unavoidable, consistent with the certified 2005 Final EIR. 

The Modified Project would avoid disturbance and associated construction access restrictions to the 

East Greenbrier Mobile Home Park, which would be traversed by the Original Project. Similar to the 
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Original Project, the Modified Project does not propose the demolition of housing, necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere. Accordingly, the Modified Project would not 

introduce new impacts or substantially increased impacts related to population and housing and 

would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in the 2005 Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to population and housing, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Same as the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.15 Public Services 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Result in substantial adverse 

physical impacts associated 

with the provision of new or 

physically altered 

governmental facilities, or 

the need for new or 

physically altered 

governmental facilities, the 

construction of which could 

cause significant 

environmental impacts, in 

order to maintain acceptable 

service ratios, response times 

or other performance 

objectives for any of the 

public services: 

     

1 Fire protection? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

2 Police protection? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

3 Schools? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

4 Parks? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

5 Other public facilities? Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to public services were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area 

was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant impacts. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to public services, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Land Use Element, policy 7.1 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Land Use Element, policies 1.2 – 1.5; Public Services, Facilities, 

and Utilities Element, policies 1.2 – 1.5, 1.14. 1.16 – 1.18, 2.1, and 2.2 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to public services are assessed below. 
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a. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 

of new or physically altered governmental facilities, or the need for new or physically altered 

governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 

impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 

objectives for:  

 1. Fire protection? 

 2. Police protection?  

 3. Schools? 

 4. Parks?  

 5. Other public facilities? 

The 2005 Final EIR determined the Original Project would have no impact to public services.  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not include any features or facilities 

requiring additional or unusual fire or police protection resources. It is expected construction 

workers would be local to the city of Santa Clarita and the surrounding area, and construction would 

not generate new population growth. The existing SCV Water workforce would operate the 

Modified Project. In addition, the Modified Project would not change existing demand for public 

services because population growth would not result from construction of the Modified Project.  

Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased 

impacts related to public services and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in the 

2005 Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to public services, and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.16 Recreation 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Increase the use of existing 

neighborhood and regional 

parks or other recreational 

facilities such that substantial 

physical deterioration of the 

facility would occur or be 

accelerated? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Include recreational facilities 

or require the construction 

or expansion of recreational 

facilities which might have an 

adverse physical effect on 

the environment? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to recreation were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area was 

screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant impacts. As 

with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies related 

to recreation, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policies 4 – 6, and 

policy 26  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Environmental Resources Management Element, 

policies 5.1 – 5.8; Trails, policies 6.1 – 6,6; Bikeways, policies 7.1 – 7.6 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Parks and Recreation Element, policy 4.1 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to recreation are assessed below. 
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a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 

recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 

be accelerated? 

b. Would the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 

recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

The Project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks, nor does it 

include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities. The 

Modified Project alignment for Phase 2 would continue on the north bank of the Santa Clara River 

for 1,500 feet beyond where the Original Project would cross the river. This alignment modification 

would avoid the East Greenbriar Mobile Home Park, including the greenbelt and paved storage area 

maintained within the mobile home park for recreational vehicles that would have been temporarily 

closed or limited by access restrictions during construction of the Original Project. This alignment 

modification would also place the Phase 2 pipeline within an existing bicycle pathway for 

approximately 1,500 feet, requiring the pathway to be temporarily closed or limited by access 

restrictions during construction of the Modified Project.  

As such, construction of the Modified Project would temporarily limit public access to the bicycle 

pathway that would not have been affected by the Original Project alignment. However, this effect 

would be temporary, and the bicycle pathway would be restored to existing conditions following 

project construction. Neither alignment would include new recreational facilities or increase the use 

of existing facilities or opportunities such that facility deterioration or replacement and associated 

environmental impacts would occur. Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce 

significant impacts related to recreation and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided 

in the certified 2005 Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new significant impacts would occur to recreation, and no new mitigation measures are 

necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.17 Transportation 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the IS-MND? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the IS-MND? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the IS-MND? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do IS-MND 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Conflict with a program, plan, 

ordinance or policy 

addressing the circulation 

system, including transit, 

roadway, bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No Yes 

 Conflict or be inconsistent 

with CEQA Guidelines section 

15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Substantially increase 

hazards due to a geometric 

design feature (e.g., sharp 

curves or dangerous 

intersections) or 

incompatible use (e.g., farm 

equipment)? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Result in inadequate 

emergency access? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to transportation were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as this issue area 

was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than significant impacts. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies 

related to transportation, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Transportation Element, Circulation policies 1 – 41; Plan of 

Bikeways, policy 2  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Circulation Element, policies 1.1 – 1.7, and 2.1 – 2.3  

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Land Use Element, policies 1.1, 1.8, and 1.9 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to transportation are assessed below. 
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a. Would the project conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation 

system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

The certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project determined that the project would not conflict 

with programs, plans, ordinances, or policies addressing the circulation system, and potential 

impacts would be less than significant. The Modified Project would place the Phase 2 pipeline within 

an existing bicycle lane for approximately 1,500 feet on the northern bank of the Santa Clara River, 

before traversing under the river and rejoining the Original Project alignment. This would require 

the bicycle lane to be temporarily restricted to through-traffic during the construction period for 

safety purposes; following the completion of pipeline construction within the bicycle lane, it would 

be restored to existing conditions.  

The existing bicycle lane was not present at the time of preparation of the certified 2005 Final EIR 

for the Original Project, and the Original Project alignment for Phase 2 would cross the Santa Clara 

River at an earlier point than the Modified Project, thereby avoiding the need to temporarily restrict 

the present bicycle lane during construction. However, construction-related public access 

restrictions on the bicycle land would be temporary and limited to the construction period, and are 

necessary to provide public safety during construction activities. In addition, access along the bicycle 

lane would only be restricted during construction on that portion of the Modified Project; the 

bicycle lane would not be closed for the duration of the construction period.  

Due to the temporary nature of construction-related access restrictions, this potential impact would 

be less than significant. The Modified Project would not result in new significant or more severe 

impacts related to transit service, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, or conflicts with a program, plan, 

ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR for the Original 

Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new significant or substantially more severe effects would occur to the circulation system, 

including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities, and no new mitigation measures are 

necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

320



Environmental Impact Analysis 

Cumulative Impacts 

 

Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report 87 

b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 

(b)? 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b) was added to the CEQA Guidelines as part of the 

update adopted by the State in November 2018, after certification of the 2005 Final EIR for the 

Original Project, and therefore was not addressed in the 2005 Final EIR. This criterion defines 

acceptable criteria for analyzing transportation impacts under CEQA, and states that land use 

projects with vehicle miles traveled (VMT) exceeding an applicable threshold of significance may 

indicate a significant impact, and that projects that decrease VMT compared to existing conditions 

should be presumed to have a less than significant transportation impact.  

On April 6, 2016, Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) Regional Council adopted 

the 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy: Towards a 

Sustainable Future (2016-2040 RTP/SCS). Between 2015 and 2040, the SCAG region, including the 

City of Santa Clarita, is anticipated to increase in population, households, and jobs. The 2016-2040 

RTP/SCS includes land use strategies based on local general plans and input from local governments, 

to achieve the AB 32 state-mandated reductions in GHG emissions through decreases in regional per 

capita VMT (SCAG 2016). As part of the 2016-2040 RTP/SCS, transportation network improvements 

would be included, and more compact, infill, walkable and mixed-use development strategies to 

accommodate new region’s growth would be encouraged to accommodate increases in population, 
households, employment, and travel demand (SCAG 2016). 

The Modified Project would be located in the same area and use the same access roads as the 

Original Project. Due to the construction of 500 feet less of new pipeline for Phase 2 under the 

Modified Project, the number of project-related construction vehicles and equipment that would be 

traveling to and from the project work area would be accordingly less as well. Similarly, it is 

assumed that the number and type of operational trips would be the same for the Modified Project 

as the Original Project. Therefore, the Modified Project would have comparable transportation-

related impacts, including with respect to VMT, as the Original Project. The Modified Project would 

not result in new or more severe impacts related to its potential to conflict with or be inconsistent 

with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) beyond those identified in the previously 

certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to VMT, and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Not addressed in the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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c. Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 

curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible use (e.g., farm equipment)? 

The Modified Project would be carried out in the same general area as the Original Project and 

would not alter existing roadways or introduce hazardous geometric design features or 

incompatible uses to the project area. Following the temporary construction period, operation and 

maintenance activities would be the same under the Modified Project as the Original Project and 

also would not alter or introduce new road design features. No hazards from incompatible uses 

would occur. Therefore, the Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts 

related to safety risks pertaining to hazardous design features or incompatible uses beyond those 

identified in the previously certified Final EIR for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to hazardous design features, and 

no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

e. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

The Modified Project would be carried out in the same general area as the Original Project. 

Emergency access and evacuation plans are addressed in Section 3.9, Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials, under significance threshold (f), which addresses whether the project would impair 

implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 

evacuation plan. As discussed above, potential impacts of the Modified Project would be the same 

as potential impacts of the Original Project, with respect to emergency access. The Modified 

Project’s impact on emergency access would therefore be less than significant, and the Modified 

Project would not result in new or more severe impacts related to inadequate emergency access 

beyond those identified in the previously certified Final for the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to emergency access, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

NO IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.18 Tribal Cultural Resources 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, 

defined in a Public Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, or cultural landscape that 

is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 

cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

 Listed or eligible for listing in 

the California Register of 

Historical Resources, or in a 

local register of historical 

resources as defined in Public 

Resources Code Section 

5020.1(k), or 

N/A No No No N/A 

 A resource determined by 

the lead agency, in its 

discretion and supported by 

substantial evidence, to be 

significant pursuant to 

criteria set forth in 

subdivision (c) of Public 

Resources Code Section 

5024.1. In applying the 

criteria set forth in 

subdivision (c) of Public 

Resources Code Section 

5024.1, the lead agency 

shall consider the 

significance of the resource 

to a California Native 

American tribe. 

N/A No No No N/A 

Direct impacts to tribal cultural resources (TCR) were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as 

this issue area was not included in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Checklist prior to the 2019 

update of the CEQA Guidelines. As discussed in Section 3.5, Cultural Resources, a Cultural Resources 

Assessment report has been prepared for the Modified Project and is included as Appendix E to this 

EIR Addendum; this report includes discussion and analysis of TCR. As with the Original Project, the 

Modified Project would comply with all applicable laws and regulations for cultural resources, 

including those specific to TCR.  

As of July 1, 2015, California Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) was enacted and expands CEQA by defining 

TCR as a new resource category. It further states that the lead agency shall establish measures to 

avoid impacts that would alter the significant characteristics of a TCR, when feasible (PRC Section 

21084.3).  
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PRC Section 21074(a)(1)(A) and (B) defines TCRs as “sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, 
sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a California Native American tribe” and requires 
that they meet either of the following criteria: 

1) Listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR, or in a local register of historical resources, as 

defined in PRC Section 5020.1(k). 

2) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial 

evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of PRC Section 

5024.1. In applying these criteria, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the 

resource to a California Native American tribe. 

AB 52 also establishes a formal consultation process for California tribes regarding TCRs. The 

consultation process must be completed before a CEQA document can be certified. Under AB 52, 

lead agencies are required to “begin consultation with a California Native American tribe that is 
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.” Native 
American tribes that have requested notice of projects proposed in the jurisdiction of the lead 

agency are to be included in the process. AB 52 consultation is not being conducted for the Modified 

Project, as it was initiated prior to July 1, 2015.  

The APE for the Modified Project is within three Native American tribal territories occupied by the 

Tataviam, Gabrieleño-Tongva and Ventureño Chumash; although the certified 2005 Final EIR for the 

Original Project did not assess tribal cultural resources, the Original Project and the Modified Project 

are in the same area and the same Native American tribal territories. Potential impacts of the 

Modified Project to TCR are assessed below. 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, 

defined in a Public Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, or cultural 

landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred 

place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

a. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register 

of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k), or 

b. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial 

evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 

Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code 

Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California 

Native American tribe? 

Rincon Senior Archaeologist Kyle Knabb, Ph.D., R.P.A., contacted the NAHC on May 11, 2020, to 

request an updated search of the SLF and a contact list of Native Americans culturally affiliated with 

the APE. A response was received from the NAHC on May 19, 2020, stating the SLF search had been 

completed with “negative” results. On May 20, 2020, Rincon sent letters to fifteen Native American 
contacts identified by the NAHC in the area to request information on potential cultural resources in 

the project vicinity that may be impacted by project development. Follow up calls were conducted 

on June 23 and July 9, 2020. This outreach does not constitute formal AB 52 consultation; however, 

as stated above, the project does not require AB 52 consultation because it was initiated prior to 

July 1, 2015. The full results of the outreach effort conducted for the Modified Project are included 

in the Cultural Resources Assessment report provided as Appendix E to this Addendum.  
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Effects and Mitigation Measures 

The mitigation measures identified in Section 3.5, Cultural Resources, are also applicable to tribal 

cultural resources. These include Mitigation Measures CR-1, Archaeological and Native American 

Monitoring, CR-2, Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources, and CR-3, Human Remains. No 

new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to tribal cultural resources, and no 

new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Not addressed in the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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3.19 Utilities and Service Systems 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

Would the project: 

 Require or result in the 

relocation or construction of 

new or expanded water, 

wastewater treatment or 

storm water drainage, 

electric power, natural gas, 

or telecommunications 

facilities, the construction or 

relocation of which could 

cause significant 

environmental effects? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Have sufficient water 

supplies available to serve 

the project and reasonably 

foreseeable future 

development during normal, 

dry and multiple dry years? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Result in a determination by 

the wastewater treatment 

provider which serves or may 

serve the project that it has 

adequate capacity to serve 

the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the 

provider’s existing 
commitments? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Generate solid waste in 

excess of State or local 

standards, or in excess of the 

capacity of local 

infrastructure, or otherwise 

impair the attainment of 

solid waste reduction goals? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 

 Comply with federal, state, 

and local management and 

reduction statutes and 

regulations related to solid 

waste? 

Appendix B, 

Initial Study 

No No No N/A 
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Direct impacts to utilities and service systems were not analyzed in detail in the 2005 Final EIR, as 

this issue area was screened out in the Initial Study for the Original Project as having less than 

significant impacts. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with existing 

plans and policies related to utilities and service systems, including the following: 

▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Public Facilities Element, policies 1 – 10, 12 – 15, 17 – 20, and 

25  

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Public Services and Facilities Element, policies 2.1 

and 2.2; Land Use Element, policy 7.1 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Public Services, Facilities, and Utilities Element, policies 1.2 – 

1.5, 1.14, 1.16 – 1.18, 2.3, 2.6, 2.7, 5.1, and 5.6  

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to utilities and service systems are assessed below. 

a. Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 

wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 

telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant 

environmental effects? 

c. Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves 

or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

The Modified Project would occur in the same general project area as the Original Project and 

would not increase the total amount of development on the site or in the surrounding area. As with 

the Original Project, neither construction nor operation of the Modified Project would generate 

wastewater requiring treatment, and the project would not require the construction of other utility 

facilities. Water used to test the proposed pipeline prior to operation could be discharged into the 

local storm drain system, but this would not require the construction of new storm drainage 

facilities or their expansion.  

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project pipeline for Phase 2 would cross under both the 

above-ground Los Angeles Aqueduct and the below-ground Los Angeles Aqueduct which are 

operated and maintained by LADWP. The pipeline also would run parallel to or cross several other 

above-ground and below-ground utilities that are owned and operated by LADWP. The exact 

location of any utilities present in the pipeline corridor would be identified prior to construction, 

and in coordination between SCV Water and LADWP to avoid any conflicts with existing pipelines; 

LADWP requirements to avoid disruptions to existing utilities would be incorporated into the final 

project design, as applicable.  

No disruption of utilities and service systems is anticipated from the Modified Project because, as 

with the Original Project, the exact location of any utilities present in the pipeline corridor would be 

identified prior to construction, and impacts to utilities would be avoided through spatial separation 

and compliance with all applicable standards. In the unlikely event that disruption of water service 

would occur during project construction, such disruption would be coordinated with the Los Angeles 

County Fire Department (LACFD) to ensure that alternate water sources are provided for fire 

protection during the temporary service disruption.  

The Original Project, as assessed in the 2005 Final EIR, included removal of some portions of existing 

pipeline by the Newhall Land and Farming Company; as proposed in 2005, the removed pipelines 

would be disposed of in an appropriate landfill in accordance with regulatory requirements. Under 
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the Modified Project, the existing pipelines would not be removed, and instead would be 

abandoned in place, in their present positions within existing roadways. Because the Modified 

Project does not include removal of the existing pipelines, the potential for utility disruptions to 

occur during construction would be less than the Original Project. This potential is the same for the 

Modified Project as assessed for the Original Project. The Modified Project would result in no new 

or more severe impacts beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR for the Original 

Project.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to utility connections or 

wastewater treatment, and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 

b. Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably 

foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would replace and expand existing water 

distribution infrastructure, to provide conveyance of SCV Water’s existing water supply. The 

Modified Project would not increase development in the area compared to the Original Project, and 

thus would not increase water demand beyond what was analyzed in the Original Project. 

Therefore, the Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts related to water 

supply availability.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to water supply, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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d. Would the project generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the 

capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction 

goals? 

e. Would the project comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes 

and regulations related to solid waste? 

The Modified Project is in the same general project area, would have the same capacity as the 

Original Project, and would not increase development in the project area or generate increased 

amounts of solid waste compared to the Original Project. As discussed above for thresholds (a) and 

(c), the Original Project proposed that Newhall Land and Farm Company would remove some 

portions of existing pipeline within local roadways; in comparison, the Modified Project would 

abandon existing pipelines in place, and would therefore not generate solid waste from the existing 

pipelines that would need to be disposed of at an approved waste disposal facility. Small amounts of 

solid waste generated during construction would be disposed of at one of Los Angeles County’s 
several permitted landfills that serve the SCV Water service area. The Modified Project would result 

in no new or more severe impacts beyond those identified in the previously certified Final EIR for 

the Original Project. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur related to solid waste, and no new 

mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Less than the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.20 Wildfire 

 

Where was 

Impact 

Analyzed in 

the EIR? 

Do Proposed 

Changes 

Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Do New 

Circumstanc

es Require 

Major 

Revisions to 

the EIR? 

Any New 

Information 

Resulting in 

New or 

Substantially 

More Severe 

Significant 

Impacts? 

Do EIR 

Mitigation 

Measures 

Address 

and/or 

Resolve 

Impacts? 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 

would the project: 

 Substantially impair an 

adopted emergency response 

plan or emergency 

evacuation plan? 

N/A No No No N/A 

 Due to slope, prevailing 

winds, and other factors, 

exacerbate wildfire risks and 

thereby expose project 

occupants to pollutant 

concentrations from a 

wildfire or the uncontrolled 

spread of a wildfire? 

N/A No No No N/A 

 Require the installation or 

maintenance of associated 

infrastructure (such as roads, 

fuel breaks, emergency water 

sources, power lines or other 

utilities) that may exacerbate 

fire risk or that may result in 

temporary or ongoing 

impacts to the environment? 

N/A No No No N/A 

 Expose people or structures 

to significant risks, including 

downslopes or downstream 

flooding or landslides, as a 

result of runoff, post-fire 

slope instability, or drainage 

changes? 

N/A No No No N/A 

This environmental issue area was not included in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental 

Checklist at the time of preparation of the 2005 Final EIR, and therefore was not assessed as a 

separate issue area in the 2005 Final EIR. However, the 2005 Final EIR addressed potential for 

impacts associated with public exposure to wildland fires in the hazards and hazardous materials 

analysis, and that information and analysis has been used to inform this analysis as applicable. The 

Modified Project would comply with existing plans and policies related to wildfire, which are 

identified in Section 3.9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, and listed below. 
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▪ Los Angeles County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element, policy 29; Safety 

Element Wildland and Urban Fire Hazards, policies 15 – 19; Emergency Response, Preparedness, 

and Recovery, policies 25 – 35 

▪ Los Angeles County Santa Clarita Area Plan: Public Services and Facilities Element, policies 1.1, 

1.2, 3.3, and 4.1 

▪ City of Santa Clarita General Plan: Safety Element, policies 2.1, 3.1 – 3.10, and 4.1 – 4.5 

Potential impacts of the Modified Project to wildfire are assessed below. 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 

zones, would the project: 

a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks and thereby expose 

project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 

wildfire? 

c. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 

emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that 

may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslopes or downstream flooding 

or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

Recent fires in the vicinity of the Santa Clarita Valley include the Lake Fire and the Holser Fire in 

August 2020. Post-fire conditions leave exposed mountain slopes and hillsides vulnerable to surface 

erosion and runoff. Debris flows during post-fire rainy seasons can pose a risk to life and property 

and occur with little warning. In southern California, as little as 0.3 inch of rain in 30 minutes can 

produce debris flows on post-fire landscapes (United States Geological Survey 2018). 

Neither the Original Project site nor Modified Project site are located in a designated Very High Fire 

Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) or a State Responsibility Area (SRA), but are located adjacent to the 

VHFHSZ in a Local Responsibility Area (LRA). The nearest VHFHSZ is located on the northern side of 

Newhall Ranch Road, approximately 200 feet from the Modified Project site (California Department 

of Forestry and Fire Protection 2011). As discussed in Section 3.9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, 

construction equipment with large fuel tanks could accidentally ignite and result in a fire. All such 

equipment is required to have fire suppression equipment on board or at the work site and to 

ensure the availability of an adequate on-site supply of water with all-weather access for fire-

fighting equipment and emergency vehicles. With regulatory compliance, fire hazards associated 

with the Original Project were determined not to be significant.  

a. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 

zones, would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 

emergency evacuation plan? 

As discussed in the 2005 Final EIR, slow-moving construction traffic may temporarily reduce optimal 

traffic flows in the Original Project area, but this would not significantly delay emergency vehicles 

traveling through the areas, and any delays would only affect short segments of these roadways. 

Additionally, delays would occur only infrequently when construction vehicles or construction 
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materials are delivered to the site. One lane of traffic would be open at all times; thus, emergency 

access would be maintained.  

The Modified Project site is located near lands classified as VHFHSZ. As discussed in Section 3.9, 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the City of Santa Clarita developed a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

to protect citizens, critical facilities, infrastructure, private property, and the environmental from 

natural and man-made hazards, including wildfire (City of Santa Clarita 2015). The plan includes 

emergency response and emergency evacuation protocols.  

Like the Original Project, slow-moving construction traffic associated with the Modified Project 

could temporarily reduce traffic flows in the area but would not significantly delay emergency 

vehicle access in an emergency response scenario. One lane of traffic would be open at all times to 

maintain emergency and evacuation access to and through the project work area. Accordingly, the 

Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased impacts related to 

impairment of an emergency response or evacuation plan and would be consistent with the impact 

analysis provided in the 2005 Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to wildfire hazards, and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Consistent with the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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b. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 

zones, would the project due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire 

risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 

uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

c. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 

zones, would the project require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure 

(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may 

exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 

zones, would the project expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslopes 

or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or 

drainage changes? 

The Modified Project site is located near lands classified as VHFHSZ. Like the Original Project, heavy 

duty equipment used during construction of the Modified Project may produce sparks with the 

potential to ignite vegetation. However, California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 4442 

mandates the use of spark arrestors, which prevent the emission of flammable debris from exhaust, 

on earth-moving and portable construction equipment with internal combustion engines operating 

on any forest-covered, brush-covered, or grass-covered land. Furthermore, PRC Sections 4427 and 

4431 specify standards for conducting construction activities on days when a burning permit is 

required, and PRC Section 4428 requires construction contractors to maintain fire suppression 

equipment during the highest fire danger period (April 1 to December 1) when operating on or near 

any forest-covered, brush-covered, or grass-covered land. Therefore, with compliance with 

applicable PRC provisions, Modified Project construction would not exacerbate wildfire risk 

compared to the Original Project. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not include housing or new permanent 

structures and would not accommodate occupants. The pipeline would be located underground. 

Therefore, the Modified Project would not exacerbate wildfire risk and would not expose people or 

structures to significant risks as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. 

The Modified Project would not require associated infrastructure such as fuel breaks or emergency 

water sources resulting in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. In addition, the 

Modified Project would improve fire flow throughout the pipeline network. 

Accordingly, the Modified Project would not introduce new impacts or substantially increased 

impacts related to wildfire risk and would be consistent with the impact analysis provided in the 

2005 Final EIR. 

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur to wildfire hazards, and no new mitigation 

measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Not addressed in the Initial Study for the Original Project.) 
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3.21 Cumulative Impacts 

CEQA requires the analysis of impacts due to cumulative development that would occur 

independent of, but during the same timeframe as, the project under consideration, or in the 

foreseeable future. By requiring an evaluation of cumulative impacts, CEQA attempts to minimize 

the potential that largescale environmental impacts would be ignored due to the project-by-project 

nature of project-level analyses contained in EIRs. 

As described above in Sections 3.1 through 3.20 above, the Modified Project would not result in 

new or more severe direct or indirect impacts beyond those identified in the previously certified 

2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. In addition, potential impacts of the Modified Project would 

be less than anticipated for the Original Project under several issue areas, due to the construction of 

500 feet less of Phase 2 pipeline, the realignment to cross under the Santa Clara River at a narrower 

point than proposed for the Original Project, and the use of microtunneling in combination with 

open-cut trenching to reduce construction disturbance. Therefore, the cumulative contribution of 

the Modified Project impacts would be the same as or less than analyzed in the certified 2005 Final 

EIR for the Original Project.  

Cumulative projects that have been constructed since analysis of the Original Project include the 

Newhall Land and Ranch Company’s Riverpark residential development, which Phase 1 of the 
Original Project would partially serve. No new reasonably foreseeable future projects have been 

identified within proximity to the project site that were not previously considered in the cumulative 

impact analysis in the certified Final EIR. Therefore, no new or more severe cumulative impacts 

would result from the Modified Project beyond those identified in the certified Final EIR.  

Effects and Mitigation Measures 

No new or substantially more severe effects would occur or contribute to the cumulative scenario, 

and no new mitigation measures are necessary. 

Conclusion 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

(Less than the certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project.) 
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4 Other CEQA Required Discussions 

The Modified Project would not substantially change the discussion and findings presented for the 

Original Project in Section 5, CEQA Considerations, of the certified 2005 Final EIR. These other 

required discussions include the following: significant and unavoidable impacts, growth inducing 

effects, and irreversible environmental effects, each of which is addressed below. 

4.1 Growth Inducing Impacts 

An EIR must discuss the ways in which a proposed project could foster economic or population 

growth or the construction of additional housing in the vicinity of the project and how that growth 

would in turn, affect the surrounding environment (CEQA Guidelines Section 15126 [g]). Growth can 

be induced through the elimination of obstacles to growth, including the removal of infrastructure 

limitations or regulatory constraints that could result in growth unforeseen at the time of project 

approval. The certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project determined that the Original Project 

would eliminate an obstacle to growth by providing improved water conveyance infrastructure to 

the area, and the Original Project would thereby result in growth-inducing impacts. The certified 

2005 Final EIR further found that growth-inducing impacts of the Original Project would be 

significant because they could cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in relation to the 

existing load and capacity of the street system and could cause an exceedance of an established 

level of service standard.  

As assessed in Section 3, above, the Modified Project would result in comparable impacts to the 

Original Project and would have slightly less intensive impacts due to constructing 500 feet less of 

new pipeline for Phase 2. The Modified Project would not result in new or more substantial impacts 

than the Original Project, including as related to growth inducing impacts. 

4.2 Significant and Unavoidable Impacts 

According to CEQA Guidelines [Sections 15126(b) and 21000(b)], a Draft EIR must include a 

description of project impacts identified as significant and unavoidable. The certified 2005 Final EIR 

for the Original Project determined that the Original Project would result in significant unavoidable 

impacts related to growth inducement from the removal of an obstacle to growth, in the form of 

providing improved water conveyance infrastructure. As discussed above, the Modified Project 

would not result in new or more substantial impacts than the Original Project, including as related 

to significant and unavoidable impacts. 

4.3 Significant Irreversible Environmental Effects 

Under CEQA, an EIR must analyze the extent to which a project’s primary and secondary effects 

would commit resources to uses that future generations will probably be unable to reverse [CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15126.2(c); 15127]. As described above in Sections 3.1 through 3.21, the 

Modified Project would result in no new or more severe direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts 

beyond those identified in the previously certified 2005 Final EIR for the Original Project. Therefore, 

the Modified Project would also result in no new or more severe significant and unavoidable 
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impacts, growth inducing effects, or irreversible environmental effects beyond those previously 

discussed in the certified Final EIR.  
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5 Comparison of Alternatives 

The Modified Project would not significantly change the alternatives analysis and comparison of 

alternatives in the certified Final EIR. As described in Section 3, Impact Analysis, of this Addendum, 

the Modified Project would result in no new or more severe impacts beyond those identified in the 

previously certified Final EIR for the Original Project. Therefore, the potential impacts of the 

Modified Project are within the scope of the impact comparison among the alternatives already 

considered in the certified Final EIR. These alternatives include: No Project Alternative; Alternative 

Pipeline Alignment 1; and Alternative Pipeline Alignment 3. As no new or more severe impacts have 

been identified as a result of the Modified Project, the Modified Project would not require 

comparison of any new alternatives or alternatives which are considerably different from or 

inconsistent with those already analyzed in the certified Final EIR. Therefore, no additional 

alternatives or further comparison of alternatives is required. 
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6 Conclusion 

As established in the discussions above regarding the potential effects of the Modified Project, 

substantial changes are not proposed to the Original Project nor have substantial changes occurred 

that would require major revisions to the certified Final EIR prepared for the Original Project. 

Impacts beyond those identified and analyzed in the certified Final EIR would not be expected to 

occur as a result of the Modified Project. Overall, the proposed modifications to the Original Project 

that constitute the Modified Project would not result in new information of substantial importance 

that would have new, more severe impacts, new mitigation measures, or new or revised 

alternatives from what was identified for the Original Project in the certified Final EIR. Therefore, 

SCV Water concludes that the analyses conducted and the conclusions reached in the 2005 Final EIR 

remain valid. As such, the Modified Project would not result in conditions identified in CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15162, and supplemental environmental review or a Subsequent EIR is not 

required for the proposed modifications to the Project. Again, it should be noted that the Modified 

Project would be subject to all previously required mitigation measures from the certified Final EIR 

for the Original Project. The MMRP adopted for the Original Project would be applicable to the 

Modified Project. Based on the above analysis, this Addendum to the previously certified EIR for the 

project has been prepared in accordance with Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines. 
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              
 
SUMMARY  
 
It is the Agency’s practice to perform salary surveys every three to five years (completed in 
January 2021) and administer a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) increase every year to 
maintain salaries within the market. Based on Consumer Price Index (CPI) data, Management 
recommends a 1.5% general wage adjustment for FY 2021/22. 

DISCUSSION  
 
Attachment 1 shows the recent history of Agency general wage adjustments. Attachment 2 
reflects CPI data from 2016 until present, illustrating the percentage change for each month 
from the same month in the prior year. Historically, the Agency has adjusted salaries based on 
the change in the CPI from December to December, which is then factored into the following 
year’s budget. The CPI Index in year 2020 has fluctuated with a year over year change of a low 
.55% to a high of 3.54% in February 2020, with a median of 1.69%. The December 2019 to 
December 2020 change trended lower at 1.47%.  
 
Therefore, Management recommends adjusting the compensation structure to compensate 
Agency employees and recommends a general wage increase of 1.5% for FY 2021/22. This 
recommendation is based on: 
 

• Striving to maintain Agency salaries in a competitive labor market 
• Recognizing the Agency’s excellent workforce 

 
This is consistent with the Agency’s Compensation Policy which states that “if fiscally prudent, it 
is the Agency’s objective to compensate employees at the middle of the labor market as 
measured by the mean and/or median.” 
 
The Board of Directors delayed the FY 2020/21 salary adjustment to January 2021 to coincide 
with the Classification and Compensation Study. The consultant from CPS HR, who performed 
the Compensation Study, confirmed that the year ending December 2019 was what was looked 
at to determine and concur with the recommended salary adjustment. The consultant uses the 
published data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, State and Local Government as 
opposed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) because it is a better representation of salary data 
and does not rapidly fluctuate. For the year ending December 2019 the average change was 
2.2% and for year ending December 2020, the average change was 1.7%.   
 

DATE: May 24, 2021 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Matthew G. Stone 
General Manager 

SUBJECT: Approve a Proposed Employee Salary Adjustment for FY 2021/22 
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CPS HR also noted in the Compensation Study Report (Study) that the salary data collected 
from the benchmark agencies was taken prior to May 2020. Upon further review, six (6) of the 
agencies reported salary data as of January 2020, two (2) from April/May 2020, one (1) from 
December 2019 and one (1) from June 2019. This salary data seems to be consistent with the 
Agency salary data that was effective at the time of the Study (December 2019). The Study 
noted that when looking at the median, the Agency was trending below the market by -2.61% for 
base salary and when looking at the mean, the Agency was trending below the market by -
4.42% for base salary. This was the justification to bring the salary schedule up to the market for  
the COLA increase that took effect in January 2021,  
 
The recommendation for a general wage increase would be implemented with the first full pay 
period in July 2021. That is, all salary ranges would be increased by the approved COLA 
amount, except for the General Manager. Individual compensation adjustments within the salary 
range would be made in accordance with the appropriate personnel policies. If recommended 
by the Finance and Administration Committee, a revised Agency Pay Schedule would be 
forwarded to the Board of Directors at its June 2, 2021 regular meeting.  
 
On April 19, 2021, the Finance and Administration Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve a proposed employee salary adjustment for FY 2021/22. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
A 1.5% increase in salaries in FY 2021/22 would cost approximately $317,642 annually 
(salaries and benefits). Funds would be included in the SCV Water Biennial Budget FY 2021/22 
and FY 2022/23. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Board of Directors approve a cost-of-living adjustment of a 1.5% increase for FY 
2021/22 for all employees except the General Manager. 
 
MS 
 
Attachments 
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RECENT COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT HISTORY

Effective Date

Change in CPI 

December 2019 to 

December 2020

Effective 

COLA

SCV WATER

July 1, 2021 1.46% 1.5%
July 1, 2020 3.17% 3.0% Proposed and Delayed 
July 1, 2019 3.30% 3.0% COLA approved Jan 2021
July 1, 2018 3.74% 3.0%

CLWA

July 1, 2017 1.97% 2.0%
July 1, 2016 2.03% 2.0%
July 1, 2015 0.73% 0.0%

ATTACHMENT 1
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 
 

              
 
SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this temporary policy is to comply with the COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick 
Leave (SPSL) created by Senate Bill 95 this year. The policy also provides Emergency 
Administrative Leave (EAL) to those employees needing childcare assistance. This policy will be 
in effect from January 1, 2021 until at least September 30, 2021, and as may be extended. The 
rights and entitlements provided in this policy will sunset as of September 30, 2021, or follow the 
guidelines as set forth by the State of California. 
 
This combined Supplemental Paid Sick Leave and Emergency Administrative Leave policy 
replaces and supersedes the Emergency Administrative Leave Policy – COVID-19, sets forth 
the Supplemental Paid Sick Leave benefits available to employees pursuant to Senate Bill 95, 
and provides additional benefits in the form of up to ten (10) days of EAL to cover employee 
absences from work resulting from the need to provide childcare for children whose school or 
daycare is impacted as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
COVID-19 SPSL is an entitlement above and beyond an employee’s normal sick leave 
entitlement. It shall be available first for the reasons set forth in the policy. This policy will be 
available for use beginning April 1, 2021 and will be retroactive to January 1, 2021. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Board is well aware of the COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on operations. On March 4, 
2020, California Governor Newsom issued a Declaration of Emergency in California. In 
response to the emergency and in an attempt to plan ahead of the need, this Board first 
approved the Emergency Administrative Leave (“EAL”) pursuant to the Agency’s Emergency 
Administrative Leave Policy – COVID-19 (“EAL Policy”), approved on March 16, 2020 (and 
revised on January 19, 2021). Pursuant to the EAL Policy, the General Manager was given wide 
discretion to provide up to ten (10) days of EAL where needed to protect public health and 
safety.   
 
On March 19, 2020, the issue was further escalated by Governor Newsom’s State-wide “Shelter 
at Home” Order. (N-33-20). Shortly thereafter, the United States Congress fast-tracked a new 
law intended to provide additional leave entitlements to address the need. That law, known as 
the Families First Coronavirus Response Act became effective as of April 1, 2020 and sunset on 
December 31, 2020.  

DATE: May 18, 2021 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Rochelle Patterson 
Director of Finance and Administration 

SUBJECT: Approve of an Agency Policy to Comply with SB95 – COVID-19 Supplemental 
Paid Sick and Emergency Administrative Leave Policy 
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The SB 95, COVID-19 SPSL, closely follows the federal policy. All eligible full-time employees 
will have up to 80 hours of paid sick leave available to use for the qualifying reasons below: 
 

1. The covered employee is subject to a quarantine or isolation period related to COVID-19 
as defined by an order or guidelines of the State Department of Public Health, the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or a local health officer who has jurisdiction 
over the workplace. If the covered employee is subject to more than one of the foregoing, 
the covered employee shall be permitted to use COVID-19 supplemental paid sick leave 
for the minimum quarantine or isolation period under the order or guidelines that provides 
for the longest such minimum period.  
 

2. The covered employee has been advised by a health care provider to self-quarantine due 
to concerns related to COVID-19.  
 

3. The covered employee is attending an appointment to receive a vaccine for protection 
against contracting COVID-19. 
 

4. The covered employee is experiencing symptoms related to a COVID-19 vaccine that 
prevent the employee from being able to work or telework.  
 

5. The covered employee is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and seeking a medical 
diagnosis. 
 

6. The covered employee is caring for a family member (minor or adult child, parent, 
spouse, domestic partner, grandparent, grandchild or sibling) who is subject to an order 
or guidelines described in Section 1.1.1 or who has been advised to self-quarantine, as 
described in Section 1.1.2. 
 

7. The covered employee is caring for a child (regardless of age) whose school or place of 
care is closed or otherwise unavailable for reasons related to COVID-19 on the premises. 

 
In addition to the eligibility reasons noted above to receive COVID-19 SPSL, employees who 
are unable to work or telework because of the need to provide childcare for children whose 
school or daycare is impacted as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic may take up to a total of 
ten (10) days (two work weeks) of EAL, offset by any EAL taken under the “Emergency 
Administrative Leave Policy – COVID-19” between January 1, 2021 and the effective date of 
this policy.   
 
There are, of course, limitations on the paid leaves that are available. Under this new law, the 
COVID-19 SPSL is capped at $511 per day and $5,110 in total. (See COVID-19 Supplemental 
Paid Sick Leave and Emergency Administrative Leave Policy, attached as Exhibit A). 
 
A total of 1,582 hours has been requested under SPSL or EAL since January 1, 2021, the 
effective date of this policy (1,217 or 7% of eligible hours of SPSL and 365 or 2% of eligible EAL 
hours). Twenty-five (25) employees have utilized the SPSL for absences relating to quarantine, 
vaccine recovery or have tested positive for COVID-19. Ten (10) employees have utilized the 
EAL policy for childcare and of those ten (10), 90% of those employees work in the field and do 
not have the ability to work from home.  
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23%

43%

28%

6%

SPSL AND EAL HOURS USED 

Childcare Positive Quarantine Vaccine Recovery

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On May 17, 2021, the Finance and Administration Committee considered staff’s 
recommendation to approve the COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave and Emergency 
Administrative Leave Policy. Legal counsel has taken suggestions from the Committee on 
revisions, which are reflected in the redlines in the attached policy. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The financial impact is impossible to predict without first knowing how many employees will 
need to utilize the leave. Current trends would suggest direct COVID related (illness or 
quarantine) leave may trend downward, while childcare needs may increase somewhat as more 
parents go back to work with fewer daycare providers available in the interim.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance and Administration Committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve 
the COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave and Emergency Administrative Leave Policy.  
 
RP 
 
Attachment 
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POLICIES, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
Title:    COVID-19 SUPPLEMENTAL PAID SICK AND 

EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE POLICY  
Approval Date: June 15, 2021 Effective Date: January 1, 2021 
Approved By: Board of Directors DMS # 
 

 

 

COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick and  
Emergency Administrative Leave Policy Leave June 2021 1 of 5 

COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick and Emergency Administrative Leave Policy  
 
On or about March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom Declared a State of Emergency in California and 
on March 12, 2020, signed Executive Order N-25-20 to formalize state actions to limit the 
spread and manage certain impacts of a Novel Coronavirus disease also known as COVID-19.  
 
As events have unfolded, additional measures to contain and slow the spread of the virus have 
been ordered by federal, state or county health officials. The Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 
(“Agency”) is continuing to monitor reports from federal, state, and county health organizations 
to receive the most current information and requirements and relay it to staff in a timely manner.  
 
PURPOSE 

 
On March 16, 2020, the Board of Directors adopted and implemented an Emergency 
Administrative Leave (EAL) COVID-19 Policy and on January 5, 2021 the policy was revised. 
The purpose of which was to grant discretionary access to up to ten (10) days (two work weeks) 
EAL to cover employee absences due to work unavailability because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
On March 19, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill No. 95 which requires covered 
employers to provide a new bank of supplemental paid sick leave for certain COVID-19-related 
reasons.  
 
This combined Supplemental Paid Sick Leave and Emergency Administrative Leave policy 
replaces and supersedes the Emergency Administrative Leave Policy – COVID-19, sets forth 
the Supplemental Paid Sick Leave benefits available to employees pursuant to Senate Bill 95, 
and provides additional benefits in the form of up to ten (10) days of EAL to cover employee 
absences from work resulting from the need to provide childcare for children whose school or 
daycare is impacted as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
This policy will be in effect from January 1, 2021 and will sunset as of September 30, 2021, or 
as otherwise extended by the State of California or by the Agency, at its discretion.  
 
1.0 COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave 
 

COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave is an entitlement above and beyond an 
employee’s normal sick leave entitlement. It shall be available first for the reasons set 
forth herein. As described below will be available for use beginning April 1, 2021 and will 
be retroactive to January 1, 2021 for any claims that could have arisen under the 
guidelines set forth below. For any employee claims that arose between the dates of 
January 1, 2021 to April 1, 2021, employees should contact Human Resources. 

EXHIBIT A 
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1.1 Eligibility 
 

All full-time and part-time employees unable to work (or telework) due to one of 
the following reasons will be eligible: 
 
1.1.1 The covered employee is subject to a quarantine or isolation period 

related to COVID-19 as defined by an order or guidelines of the State 
Department of Public Health, the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, or a local health officer who has jurisdiction over the 
workplace. If the covered employee is subject to more than one of the 
foregoing, the covered employee shall be permitted to use COVID-19 
supplemental paid sick leave for the minimum quarantine or isolation 
period under the order or guidelines that provides for the longest such 
minimum period. 

 
1.1.2  The covered employee has been advised by a health care provider to 

self-quarantine due to concerns related to COVID-19. 
 
1.1.3 The covered employee is attending an appointment to receive a vaccine 

for protection against contracting COVID-19. 
 
1.1.4 The covered employee is experiencing symptoms related to a COVID-19 

vaccine that prevent the employee from being able to work or telework. 
 
1.1.5 The covered employee is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and 

seeking a medical diagnosis. 
 
1.1.6 The covered employee is caring for a family member (minor or adult child, 

parent, spouse, domestic partner, grandparent, grandchild or sibling) who 
is subject to an order or guidelines described in Section 1.1.1 or who has 
been advised to self-quarantine, as described in Section 1.1.2. 

 
1.1.7 The covered employee is caring for a child (regardless of age) whose 

school or place of care is closed or otherwise unavailable for reasons 
related to COVID-19 on the premises. 

 
“Child” means a biological, adopted, or foster child, a stepchild, a legal ward, or a 
child of a person standingto whom the employee stands in loco parentis (“as if” 
the employee was the parent). 
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1.2 Amount of Paid Sick Leave 
 

All eligible full-time employees will have up to 80 hours of paid sick leave 
available to use for the qualifying reasons above. Eligible part-time employees 
will have the number of hours worked, on average, over a two-week period, of 
paid sick leave available to use for the qualifying reasons above.  

 
For part-time employees with varying hours, to such an extent that the hours 
worked cannot be determined with certainty, one of two methods for computing 
the number of hours paid will be used: 
 
• The average number of hours that the employee was scheduled per day over 

the 6-month period ending on the date on which the employee takes leave, 
including hours for which the employee took leave of any type; or, 

  
• If the employee has worked less than 6 months, the expected number of 

hours to be scheduled per day at the time of hire.  
 

1.3 Rate of Pay 
 

COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave will be paid at the employee's regular 
rate of pay, for leave taken for reasons 1.1.1 – 1.1.7 above.  

 
Pay will not exceed: 
 
• $511 per day and $5,110 in total for leave taken  

 
1.4 Interaction with Other Paid Leave 
 

The employee may use COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave under this 
policy before using any other accrued paid time off for the qualifying reasons 
stated above. 

 
2.0 EAL Eligibility in Addition to Supplemental Paid Sick Leave 
 

In addition to the eligibility reasons contained in section 1.1 to receive COVID-19 
Supplemental Paid Sick Leave, employees who are unable to work or telework because 
of the need to provide childcare for children whose school or daycare is impactedclosed 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic may, at the discretion of the General Manager 
considering operational needs at the time of the request, takebe provided with up to a 
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total of ten (10) days (two work weeks) of EAL, offset by any EAL taken under the 
“Emergency Administrative Leave Policy – COVID-19” between January 1, 2021 and the 
effective date of this policy.   

 
2.1 Understanding that the provision of some basic services may require some level 

of skeletal or flex staffing, the General Manager is authorized to provide EAL on 
an intermittent or staggered basis.  

 
2.2  EAL is not available for employees who are unable to work or telework because 

their children are required by a federal, state or local regulation to quarantine 
after engaging in non-essential travel.  Non-essential travel includes vacation 
travel or other discretionary travel.  Employees should consult with Human 
Resources prior to engaging in travel to determine whether the travel is 
considered to be non-essential. 
 

3.0 Procedure for Requesting Emergency Paid Sick Leave or EAL 
 

Employees must notify their department manager or Human Resources of the need and 
specific reason for leave under this policy. Human Resources will provide Aa form will be 
provided to all employees to complete to for certifying the a leave request, and 
employees may be requested to provide medical certification, a medical note, or other 
documentation supporting the need for leave under appropriate circumstances and when 
practicable to obtain. Verbal notification will be accepted until practicable to provide 
written notice. 

 
Once COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave or EAL has begun, the employee and 
his or hertheir manager must determine reasonable procedures for the employee to 
report periodically on the employee’s status and intent to continue to receive paid sick 
time. 

 
Employees may be requested to provide medical certification, a medical note, or other 
documentation supporting the need for leave under appropriate circumstances but will 
not be required when not practicable to obtain. 

 
4.0 Carryover 

 
COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave under this policy will not be provided beyond 
September 30, 2021 unless extended by the legislature. Any unused emergency paid 
sick leave will not carry over to the next year or be paid out to employees.   
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EAL under this policy will not be provided beyond September 30, 2021, unless otherwise 
extended by the Board of Directors.  Any unused EAL will not carry over or be paid out 
to employees.  
 
If the legislature extends COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave beyond September 
30, 2021, and/or if the Board of Directors extends EAL beyond September 30, 2021, this 
policy will automatically be extended without the need for further action by the Board of 
Directors, but only for the leave type(s) that were extended. 
 

5.0 Job Protections 
 
No employee who appropriately utilizes COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick Leave or 
EAL under this policy will be discharged, disciplined or discriminated against for use of 
leave under the policy or any request to use leave under this policy.  

 
Please contact the Human Resources department with any questions. 
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