
Water Conservation Garden
& Education Experience

Design Review 

March 9, 2022

Water Resources and Watershed Committee
March 9, 2022

Item No. 6.2



Design Review Objectives
• Overview of Water Conservation Garden and Education 

Experience Project
• Review Completed Exhibit Design Concepts
• Demonstrate 3-D Garden Model
• Elicit Feedback from WRW Committee
• Discuss Project Design, Cost, and O&M Components



Milestones

1. Introductions
2. Project Overview
3. Completed Exhibit Designs
4. Evolution of Garden Design Concept
5. 3-D Model Demonstration
6. Discussion
7. Project Schedule & Next Steps



INTRODUCTIONS



Introductions

CHRIS HORTON, MLA
PACIFIC COAST LANDSCAPING

DESIGN

MATTHEW S. DICKENS, MPA
SCV WATER

Additional Support:
SCV Water Staff
- Education
- Communications
- Sustainability
- Engineering
- Water Resources
- Administration

Exhibit Design
- Bowman Change

JULIA GROTHE
SCV WATER

SAL CONTRERAS, P.E.
ENCOMPASS CONSULTANT

GROUP



Project Overview



Project Overview

Mission - Educating the public on the value of water. 

Vision - Creating sustainable public spaces for educational, 
inspirational, and demonstration purposes pertaining to the 
values and beneficial uses of water throughout the Santa Clarita 
Valley.

1. Legacy Conservatory Garden Taskforce
2. SCV Water – Conservatory Garden Technical Advisory Group
3. SWP and Local Aquifer Exhibit Designs
4. Conservation Garden & Education Experience Design Team



Exhibit Design 
Concepts



Exhibit Master Plan



State Water Project – Exhibit Design



Local Aquifers – Exhibit Design



Evolution of Garden 
Design Concept



Project Overview



Project Overview



Project Overview



3-D Model 
Demonstration



Slide Intentionally 
Left Blank

(Sample 3-D Model screenshots included at the end of the 
presentation slide deck)



Discussion



Discussion
1. Primary Utility

a. Child Education Programs
b. Adult Education Programs
c. General Public Use & Demonstration
d. Community Events
e. Training and Industry Events

2. Learning Garden
a. Mixture of Curriculum-Salient & Water Efficient Plants
b. Use of High Efficiency Irrigation Technologies
c. Meets and Exceeds Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
d. Education Exhibits (Global, State, and Local Water Perspectives)

3. Education and Training Spaces
a. Garden Pavilion
b. Sustainability Shack
c. Shade Sails
d. Amphitheatre



Discussion
1. General Questions, Comments, or Concerns?
2. Design Check-In

a. Hardscape, Landscape, Structures (~$1.8 Million)
b. Exhibits (~$600,000)
c. Structures Shading Options 

i. Shade Sails (~$800,000)
ii. Shade Trees

d. Total Cost Estimate = ~$3.2 – $3.5 Million
3. Operations & Maintenance

a. Management
b. Operations
c. Landscape Maintenance
d. Exhibit Maintenance
e. Budget Considerations



Project Schedule & 
Next Steps



Project Schedule & Next Steps

Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
• Elicit 

EM/WRW 
Feedback

• Finalize 3-D 
Model 

• Update 
Design

• Elicit BOD 
Feedback

• Finalize 
Site 
Design

• Grant 
Scan

• Request 
for 
Proposals

• RFP 
Selection

• Grant 
Scan

• Board 
Approval

• Start 
Project

• Grant 
Scan

• Finalize 
Construction

• Project 
Finishing

• Testing & 
Training

• Project 
Finishing

• Gap 
Analysis

• CGEE 
Launch

FY 21/22

FY 22/23



Thank You!

Matthew S. Dickens, MPA
Sustainability Manager

SCV Water

mdickens@scvwa.org
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