
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAFT 2020 Water Shortage 

Contingency Plan 

 

Public Comments 
Comment Period:  March 12, 2021 – April 12, 2021 



From: Tom Jones

To: wscp

Subject: comment re:  shortage planning

Date: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 7:13:45 AM

CAUTI ON - EXTERNAL SENDER

​

​
I must admit, should we have curtailments and associated costs, I think many people will be really

upset as how can you expect us to sacrifice when you have agreed and supported continued

population growth and building in the area you serve.  When has a drought shortage not been a

threat in our area?  Excess growth just makes it worse.  Hard to voluntarily sacrifice when your

agency has encouraged more users. 

Thomas Jones

661-298-9553

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

mailto:outlook_A85549317D695149@outlook.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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F r i e n d s   o f   t h e  S a n t a   C l a r a  R i v e r 
PO Box 7719        Ventura, California 93006         (805) 320-2265 

www.fscr.org 

 

 

 

April 12
th

, 2021 

 

Matt Dickens, Sustainability Manager 

SCV Water Agency 

26521 Summit Circle 

Santa Clarita, CA 91350 

Sent via email wscp@scvwa.org 

 

Re: SCV Water Shortage Contingency Plan 

 

Please copy to all Board Members 

 

Honorable Board Members and Staff: 

 

The Friends of the Santa Clara River were formed in 1993 to provide oversight and 

conservation efforts in the Santa Clara River Watershed. In accordance with that mission, 

we have been active in water planning programs throughout the watershed for over two 

and a half decades and have commented on many water issues including the UWM Plans 

produced by your predecessor agency. 

 

We have reviewed the Water Supply Contingency Plan provided by your agency and have 

the following comments. 

 

Report is Incomplete 

First, we note that the plan provided on your website is not complete. On Page 3 of the 

Summary a Table number for the “recovery of Alluvial supplies over the next decade” from 

PFAS pollution is left bland and no table is provided. Further in the document on page 10, 

this same vital piece of information is missing: “Use the quantification numbers referenced 

in the UWMP tables for total amount available with and without PFAS wells each year 

moving forward (not completed yet)” We are aware that approximately 40% of your ground 

water wells are closed due to this pollution with only two in some stage of having wellhead 

treatment added to return them to service. Thus,  failure to include this information is not 

acceptable. It is not possible to provide comments on the Plan without this information, 

since your drought water cutback levels are based on supply verses demand. Again, 

inadequate information as to what is the real supply, makes such an evaluation impossible. 

 

Polluted Water Supply Can Not Be Counted  

Further, you may recall that a previous CLWA UWMP was set aside on this very issue of 

including polluted water in the total supply when in fact it is not really available. In Friends 
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of the Santa Clara River v. Castaic Lake Water Agency, 2004
1
, the Agency’s plan was over 

turned by the Court for doing exactly that. The court's key concern in this ruling appears in 

one sentence: "Timing considerations of other aspects of the perchlorate contamination 

also affect the reliability of the supply of groundwater." 

 

The Agency’s Plan leaves this very issue incomplete, and therefore unaddressed. The public 

cannot effectively comment on this plan without the inclusion of information regarding a 

time table for PFAS clean up.  

 

Therefore we ask that the comment period be extended and the completed document be 

recirculated. 

 

This failure to acknowledge the impact of water pollution and well closures, and abide by a 

previous court decision permeates the entire document. It arises also in the Agency’s 

calculation of available Saugus formation ground water supply where several wells are 

currently closed due to perchlorate and VOC contamination with an estimate that this 

source may not be fully cleaned up for 40 years. Calculations of availability of supply from 

this source of up to 35,000 AF are thus overstated and factually incorrect. 

 

The proposal that an Aquifer Storage and Recharge (ASR) program in the Saugus Aquifer 

may be available to provide a future water supply is also out of the question at this time 

due to ammonium perchlorate and other pollutants in this aquifer. This additional potential 

source should be removed from your list since the projected 40 year timeline for cleanup of 

this aquifer is beyond the horizon of this plan. 

 

State Water Supply Reporting 

After over a decade of litigation starting in the 1990s and spilling over into the new 

millennium regarding the overstatement of state water supply reliability and the Monterey 

Agreement, we were surprised to see the Agency continue with this mis-representation. On 

Page 10 the Contingency Plan states: “SCV Water provides DWR with a range of scenarios 

for our imported water needs based on different allocations (100%, 60%, 50%, 30%, 15%).  

 

Your Agency and its predecessor has never actually received 100% of your 95,000AF 

entitlement that is included in this list, or the “95.000AF” as mentioned elsewhere to be 

available. One hundred per cent has only been achieved in two years in the 1980’s 

according to DWR’s most recent Water Delivery report (2019) and has not been realized 

since (in 40 years). To give residents the false hope that the Santa Clarita valley might ever 

receive a full water entitlement is not realistic. It challenges your agency’s supposed 

commitment to transparency and diminishes its credibility. We include the table below 

from the DWR SWP Water Delivery Capability Report for wet years for your reference
2
: 

                                                 
1
 Friends, Santa Clara R. v. Castaic Lake Water A., 123 Cal.App.4th 1, 19 Cal. Rptr. 3d 625 (Cal. Ct. App. 

2004) 
2
 The Final State Water Project Delivery Capability Report 2019 August 26, 2020, pg 28 
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Table 5-5. Estimated Average and Wet-Period Deliveries of SWP Table A Water 
(Existing Conditions, in TAF/year) and Percent of Maximum SWP Table A Amount, 
4,133 TAF/year  

Year  
Long-term 
Average  

Single Wet 
Year 

(1983)  

Wet Periods  
2-Year 
(1982-1983)  

4-Year 
(1980-1983)  

6-Year 
(1978-1983)  

10-Year 
(1978-1987)  

2017 
Report  

2,571  62
%  

4,098  99%  3,967  96%  3,569  86%  3,433  83%  3,163  77
%  

2019 
Report  

2,414  58
%  

4,008  97%  3,750  91%  3,330  81%  3,210  78%  2,967  72
%  

 

As you can see, the 2019 Report states the long term average is 58% for wet years. Any 

reference to 100% should be removed. 

 

Of course, average and dry years will produce much less water from the State Water Project 

on which you Agency depends
3
. 

 

Table 5-6. Estimated Average and Dry-Period Deliveries of SWP Table A Water, 
Excluding Butte County and Yuba City (Existing Conditions, in TAF/year) and 
Percent of Maximum SWP Table A Amount, 4,133 TAF/year  

Year  
Long-term 
Average  

Single 
Dry Year 

(1977)  

Dry Periods  
2-Year 
Drought 
(1976-1977)  

4-Year 
Drought 

(1931-1934)  

6-Year 
Drought 

(1987-1992)  

6-Year 
Drought 

(1929-1934)  
2017 Report  2,571  62%  336  8%  1,206  29%  1,397  34%  1,203  29%  1,408  34%  
2019 Report  2,414  58%  288  7%  1,311  32%  1,228  30%  1,058  26%  1,158  28%  

 

Accurately reporting State Water Supply has been an issue of concern to the Friends of the 

Santa Clara River for over two decades as indicated by our objection in 2000 and the 

resulting litigation that ended in the Court setting aside a state water transfer CEQA 

document (Friends of the Santa Clara River v. Castaic Lake Water Agency, Feb. 6, 2002, 95 

Cal.App.4th 1373) 

 

Reduced Future Availability of Water Supply from Northern California 

The Santa Clarita Valley currently receives approximately 50% of its water from Northern 

California in normal years. But due to climate change, scientists have modeled a severe loss 

of the snowpack that will supply that water in future years. While previously State Water 

Project Water from Northern California could be relied upon to provide that water, 

scientists now say that Climate Change will reduce snowfall in the Sierras by as much as 

64%
4
 and thus reduce water available from that source for communities in Southern 

                                                 
3
 Ibid. page 30 

4
 See Los Angeles Times article by Alex Hall is a professor of atmospheric and oceanic sciences at UCLA 
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California. For example, in drought years, such as the most recent severe drought of 2010-

2016 snow pack all but disappeared and communities such as the Santa Clarita Valley were 

left to rely only on their own ground water. 

 

Again, although snowpack was higher than normal year in 2017, that trend has not 

continued and with the rise in temperatures predicted by climate change, average Sierra 

snowpack will decrease in the future making imported water from Northern California more 

difficult to obtain. Droughts are cyclical, but as they become longer and more severe, water 

from Northern California will become less available.  

 

While we understand the Agency’s legal requirement to use the DWR Water Delivery 

Capability Report, we urge you to include some information about climate change so that 

the public will be aware of the probability of a severely shrinking water supply due to 

climate change. 

 

 

March 2015, snow pack estimated to 

be at a five hundred year low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Water Code Sections 10632 and 10826 - The contingency plan must demonstrate the ability 

of an agency to meet demands under a supply shortage of up to 50 percent. Emphasis is 

placed on protection of public health, sanitation, fire protection, and the general public 

welfare. 

 

We believe that the Agency’s proposed calculation of these shortages will be inaccurate due 

to its failure to accurately outline what the real water supply actually is and include the 

missing tables. In its current iteration the Plan fails to meet the goals above, as described in 

the water code. 

 

Sincerely, 

James Danza 
James Danza 

Chair 

                                                                                                                                                       
and director of the university’s Center for Climate Science, https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/laoe- 

hall-reich-sierra-snowpack-climate-change-20180402-story.html 



From: Sheila

To: wscp

Subject: Re: Special Edition - Comment Period Open for Water Shortage Contingency Plan

Date: Monday, March 15, 2021 1:31:23 PM

CAUTI ON - EXTERNAL SENDER

​

​
Easy solution for any up coming water shortage.. QUIT BUILDING HOUSES ! put into
effect a  building moratorium for the next 5 yrs and after that vote on if there is
enough water to justify a certain amount of new homes.. If there is a shortage then no
homes permits will be given out for building homes.... Not only will the water be
effected but our roads will be conjested.. 

On Monday, March 15, 2021, 01:05:15 PM PDT, SCV Water <wscp@scvwa.org> wrote:

mailto:harborskys@yahoo.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org


March 15, 2021 ​
 ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCfpglbX3St29fsexKvAraEVoVCy5H79eTeq60aTZx4Ct42OnYrrIf0zBn8y7NHcPfKOof0fpwRavhLOvBoM2ExohdXuC5Nj_l8OTNd7AeKGk&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCfpglbX3St29fsexKvAraEVoVCy5H79eTeq60aTZx4Ct42OnYrrIf0zBn8y7NHcPfKOof0fpwRavhLOvBoM2ExohdXuC5Nj_l8OTNd7AeKGk&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCdgtC7g5V_eIe46sZ3MQlTBmKcSxn619yIHftgVDNUnzB32nlxCud07U1IRMP_yzidu9IIKiTtsJTsK63njxN_IpVUo9sfcBJw==&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCdgtC7g5V_eIe46sZ3MQlTBmKcSxn619yIHftgVDNUnzB32nlxCud07U1IRMP_yzidu9IIKiTtsJTsK63njxN_IpVUo9sfcBJw==&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCcNHvTW21xGyZxiiRY3kMrlxii3Vnng426nQz4vi8OrKW6vRSjFp9ueUEb9eR2-1v3zDY1OOU4d0d4zR7wrsYtNSz3W6tb-cyzcAJKJ7aPCp&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCcNHvTW21xGyZxiiRY3kMrlxii3Vnng426nQz4vi8OrKW6vRSjFp9ueUEb9eR2-1v3zDY1OOU4d0d4zR7wrsYtNSz3W6tb-cyzcAJKJ7aPCp&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCbUG2OqHObUpt-eie_PNsBWDBTYCRl6imtgpAGbRbX1ABG7aCZo9Tmc1n_Awu4FcFusMTfbqlf94EMq5x4W3NC38B5YXUZVSAw3m6agN67FnLHa8O50nGok=&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCbUG2OqHObUpt-eie_PNsBWDBTYCRl6imtgpAGbRbX1ABG7aCZo9Tmc1n_Awu4FcFusMTfbqlf94EMq5x4W3NC38B5YXUZVSAw3m6agN67FnLHa8O50nGok=&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==


3 0 - Day Com m ent  Period Opens for SCV
W ater’s Draft  W ater Shortage

Cont ingency Plan and Ordinance

Com m unity m em bers are invited to subm it  public com m ents on the draft
Water Shortage Cont ingency Plan and Ordinance between March 12 and April
12, 2021 at  5: 00 p.m . There will be a public hearing on April 26 where the
Board of Directors will consider the item s for adopt ion. The draft  plan and
ordinance, as well as a fact  sheet , public workshop video recording and
presentat ion, are available online at :  yourscvw ater.com / w scp.

The Water Shortage Cont ingency Plan is a requirem ent  of the California Urban
Water Managem ent  Planning Act  and other applicable laws. This plan will help
SCV Water pr ior it ize act ions in the event  that  water shortage condit ions occur
such as a result  of drought , earthquakes, fires or other catast rophic events.
I m portant  com ponents of the plan focus on water conservat ion and water

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B4sl_3_7QMzbytab54a5GWC3_Y8HZzarNYkG78LDxb1Tjmseju1iCczPGk3fTfsigDHPP1UWyJqbI0Xvp_IdPwKA31_hoeFqdoVtHUNvobTLjtsPSEj9NT6rBdLbQ0hA0FUi8X2AOQu8K2um6S2ZIUvrp8S4oFjK&c=s7Sp8jC3rsz4bRdVUfFSOg4YScZPnuhWRi368YgJ3xF8mdIdPKe8DQ==&ch=U-OqTVSE_ypz1_vvMggfWxVFco0RgZDq9jyC8dChfsK3rzcTqXPXpQ==


shortage planning.

How  to subm it  public com m ents
﻿
Com m ents can be subm it ted direct ly through the website at :
yourscvw ater.com / w scp .

The public can also subm it  com m ents by one of the following m ethods and
should include “Water Shortage Cont ingency Plan Com m ent”  in the subject  line
of your em ail or let ter. All com m ents m ust  be postm arked or em ailed by April
12, 2021.

Em ail:
Mat t  Dickens
Sustainabilit y Manager
SCV Water
w scp@scvw a.org

Hard Copy via U.S. Mail:
Mat t  Dickens
Sustainabilit y Manager
SCV Water
26521 Sum m it  Circle
Santa Clar ita, CA 91350

We hope you will part icipate in the process and encourage you to share this
em ail with others who m ay be interested.

Best  Regards,
Sarah Fleury, Water Resources Planner
Santa Clar ita Valley Water Agency

SCV WATER

2 7 2 3 4  Bouquet  Canyon Rd
Santa Clar ita , CA 9 1 3 5 0

yourSCVw ater.com
( 6 6 1 )  2 9 7 - 1 6 0 0

 ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌

SCV Water |  27234 Bouquet  Canyon Road, Santa Clar ita, CA 91350

Unsubscribe harborskys@yahoo.com

Update Profile |  Custom er Contact  Data Not ice

Sent  by wscp@scvwa.org
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From: markk60@ca.rr.com

To: wscp

Subject: Water Shortage Contingency Plan Comment

Date: Sunday, March 14, 2021 10:27:06 PM

CAUTI ON - EXTERNAL SENDER

​

​
Why don’t we just admit to ourselves that SCV water has reached it’s capacity limit and stop building

new homes? The city allows new homes to be built to increase their tax revenue, but when water

shortages come about we, the homeowners, pay the price in both shortages and increased prices.

mailto:markk60@ca.rr.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org


From: John Machin

To: wscp

Subject: Water Shortage Contingency Plan Comment

Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 6:18:09 PM

CAUTION - EXTERNAL SENDER

​
________________________________

​

To Whom It May Concern:

How does SCV Water contemplate a water shortage contingency plan AFTER it granted approval for the 25,000

home Newhall Ranch development, along with the countless other smaller developments in Santa Clarita Valley? In

doing so, SCV Water must have anticipated there will be more than enough water in the future, rendering a water

shortage contingency plan unnecessary. Or, did SCV Water commit to future water resources that cannot be counted

on?

I am sure SCV Water will state that the Newhall Ranch development is receiving water from some other source. If

that is the case, shouldn’t that other water source have been counted on for SCV Water’s water shortage contingency

plan? Or, is it just easier to tell the public there is no sensical explanation to any of this?

John Machin

mailto:jsmachin@icloud.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org


From: James

To: wscp

Subject: Water shortage plan

Date: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 8:33:24 AM

CAUTI ON - EXTERNAL SENDER

​

​
SCV population must be limited as a means to address a future water shortage.  Your
department should advise city planners To plan for shortage in resources including water.

No more homes built in SCV. 
Including apartments.

Best Regards
Jim Kiswardy c  661-855-0084

mailto:stoneservice@gmail.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org


From: Chris Mohler

To: wscp

Subject: Water Shortage

Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 9:31:35 AM

CAUTION - EXTERNAL SENDER

​
________________________________

​

I have one question!  Why does the City of Santa Clarita/Los Angeles County continue to allow the building of new

commercial and residential property when they know this is putting a burden on the local resources?

Our local government continues to over burden the roads, water and electrical resources.

Thanks,

Chris Mohler

Sent from my iPad

mailto:csmohler@icloud.com
mailto:wscp@scvwa.org
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