ITEM NO.
13.4

Director AB 1234 Report
September 6, 2022

Director name: Gary Martin

Meetings attended: Urban Water Institute Board Meeting and Conference
Dates of meetings: August 24, 25 and 26, 2022

Location: San Diego, CA

SCV Water Board meeting to be presented at: September 6, 2022

On August 24-26, 2022, | attended the Urban Water Institute (UWI) Board of Directors meeting and Annual
Water Conference held at the San Diego Mission Bay Resort. The agendas for the board meeting and
conference are attached hereto. Points of interest are as follows:

8/24/2022 UWI Board of Directors Meeting

* Welcome and introductions by Board Chair Andree Johnson and Executive Director Ane Deister.

e The minutes of the February 16, 2022 board meeting were approved.

¢ Financial report was presented by John Thornton and then accepted and filed by vote of the board.
Note: The UWI’s financial position is strong following the extended COVID shutdown period. Net
income change year-over-year was +541k.

¢ New members were approved by the board.

e Anupdate was provided on the conference registrations and sponsors; 156 registered and 30
sponsors.

s An update was provided on COVID measures being taken at the conference.

e The February 2023 conference will be held 2/22 — 2/24 in Palm Springs.

¢ Andre Johnson provided the Chair’s report.

¢ Ane Deister provided the Executive Director’s report.

o The board held an open discussion and topics for the February 2023 conference.

8/24/2022 UWI Conference Day 1
1:00 PM; opening remarks and introduction by UWI Board Chair Andree Johnson
1:10 PM; Welcome to San Diego by Mayor Todd Gloria
1:25 PM; Opening Keynote Address: “As drought lingers, larger and more destructive wild fires pose new
threats to water supply.” Presented by Ben Liveh, PhD, Civil Engineering, Director of Western Water
Assessment, Associate Professor, University of Colorado.

e Provided a summary comparison of western water 2001 — present.

e Discussed fall of Central Valley water levels.

e Soil moisture data shows fall during the last 20 years.

e Stated that “mega-droughts” can occur naturally.

¢ Tree rings show indications of 16™ century mega drought, and is amazingly accurate.

e 2000-2022 driest 23 year period in the last 1,200 years.

¢ Human-caused climate change responsible for 40% of soil moisture deficit.

o  Models show soil moisture deficit even without climate change.

e Wildfires are the most visible way people see effects of drought.

e Vapor pressure deficit and warming account for the increase in wildfire area burned.

e Main ingredients of wildfire are fuel, dryness and ignition. A century of suppression has caused fuel to
be more abundant in many forests.

e Wildfire effects on water supplies; often, springs emerge after woods are cut down.

e Streamflow is 58% greater than expected after wildfire.

e Observed streamflow in 29 heavily burned basins is greater than estimated by climate.
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Climate change is increasing the chance of mega-flood.
Wildfire is “unhinging” historical data from what we see.

2:20 PM; Droughts and Fire: Unintended Consequences of Fire on Water Supply” See attached agenda for
panel information. Points of interest:

Sediment flow is a significant issue and costs to de-silt reservoirs is high.

Ecological forest management is important. Trees per acre are lower in managed vs, unmanaged
forests, reducing fuel levels.

Challenge of forest management is workforce, working conditions and wood.

Lessons learned from Wolsey fire were discussed; need emergency backup powers, activate early
response, personnel are first responders — safety of staff, request mutual aid before you need it,
document from start for FEMA aid, test emergency generators under load periodically, send
representative to incident command post.

Opportunities: reducing fire contributing species in riparian areas, reducing ignitions if municipal
corridors, maintain capacity of debris basins.

3:50 PM; Climate Change and California Water Laws. See agenda for panel information. Points of interest:
Problem: 21% century water crisis, 20" century water infrastructure, 19" century water laws.

Planning and Conservation League team of experts met for a year and came up with
recommendations.

Amend water code to bring in tribes.

Incorporate environmental justice issues.

Require mitigation of groundwater pumping and domestic water wells.
Update and reform statutory water rights adjudications by SWRCB.
Improve the SWRCB’s verification of surface water rights claims.

Allow the SWRCB to structure relief orders to approximate circumstances.
Utilize real-time diversion and water use monitoring.

Compel the SWRCB’s completion of the Bay-Delta WQ Control Plan update.
Account for the effects of climate change on CA hydrology.

8/25/2022 UW! Conference Day 2

9:00 AM; Colorado River Update: The Changing Colorado River. See attached agenda for panel information.
Points of interest:

The Colorado River operates on “law of the river.” 16.5 million acre-feet allocated annually. 60 million
acre-feet of storage. Produces 4,200 MW of power. Water allocated 70% to agriculture. 40% of water
exported.

Lower Colorado operates on “Water Master” management objectives.

Driest 23-year period on record.

Lake Powel and Lake Mead at 26%-27% capacity.

On August 16™, administrative actions were taken to prevent water levels in Lake Mead from dropping
below critical levels.

The Central Arizona Project was discussed and the 2023 annual operation plan.

MWD efforts to reduce demand on Colorado River have been significant / successful.

10:15 AM; Organizational Resiliency after COVID. See attached agenda for panel information. Points of
interest:

Is it temporary of transformational?
Acknowledgement that we have not returned to “normal” pre-pandemic practices.
Answer: transformational.



Agencies and consultant groups face a whole new set of challenges going forward.

Issues of “fairness” are of concern, Some are allowed to work remotely or in a hybrid program and
some do not have that option.

11:20 PM; A Balancing Act to Develop New Drinking Water Standards. See attached agenda for panel
information. Points of interest:

HRTWA: Human Right to Water Act.

98% of Californians have safe water.

How water standards are created: Identify contaminants; create monitoring list; understand toxicology
and epidemiology; determine notification and response levels, determine public health goals,
determine aspirational targets which are unrealistic to achieve.

Safe to drink is complicated.

It’s a balancing act on a 3-legged stool — quantity, quality, cost.

How do we prioritize various contaminants?

Problem with legislative action is responding to local constituents in district.

1:20 PM; PFAS - Conflicts, Regulations, and Compliance. See attached agenda for panel information. Points of
interest:

Health effects are wide ranging.

Occurrence of PFAS Being gathered.

Statewide investigative orders have provided information of locations, such as airports.

A map showing drinking water wells with high levels (exceeding notification and response levels) was
presented and the problem is heavy in SoCal.

State and EPA actions are coming — 2025 state MCL.

Valerie Pryor presented on the impact to Zone 7.

A presentation on Federal PFAS policy was received.

2:25 PM; Emerging Conservation Regulations and Ways to Cope. See attached agenda for panel information.
Paints of interest:

Water agency use objectives, supplier compliance, various criteria presented.

Current standards: 2020 55 gpd, 2025 52.5 gpd, 2030 50 gpd.

Proposed standards: 2020 55 gpd, 2025 47 gpd, 2030 42 gpd.

A roundtable discussion about proposed indoor and outdoor water use targets. The discussion was
scattered no key points resulted other than generalities about costs to comply and public cooperation.

3:55 PM; Bridging the Trust Gap: Personal Approaches to Conflict Resolution. See the attached agenda for
panel information. Points of interest:

Quote cited: “There’s no such thing as trust in water.”
Panel discussion on how to build trust followed.

8/26/2022 UWI Conference Day 3

9:00 AM; Board Directors Roundtable. See agenda for panel information. Points of interest:

| was a panelist and the general theme was discussion of “what are you juggling today.”
| covered all the typical issues, such as COVID, PFAS, Drought, as well as board transitioning to 9
directors and vacancies on our board this year.



10:20 AM; Regional Collaboration in CA North, Central and South. See attached agenda for panel information.
Points of interest:
e This was a roundtable discussion by various general managers on the benefits of working
collaboratively with each other across the state for our mutual benefit.

The conference was very interesting and informative and | appreciate being able to attend.



II.

IIL

Iv.

Welcome and introductions — Andree Johnson

a) Roll call Minimum quorum 30% of active board members or 13 board members of the 46
active Board members. Declare a quorum

b) Overview of February Webinar Conference

¢) Accept, modify agenda, and approve agenda

Minutes — Andree Johnson, Stacy Davis, Jason Phillips & Board
a) Review, modify as needed, approve minutes from February 16,2022, Board Meeting

Financial report — John Thornton & Stacy Davis
a) Discuss midyear financials

b) Accept and file financial report — action item

¢) Update on Memberships and Sponsorships

Update on current Board Members — Andree Johnson & Stacy Davis
1) Justin Caporusso- Mountain Counties Water Resources Associations
2) Gregory Reed- West Basin Municipal Water District
3) Tom Francis- BAWSCA
4) Others
i1) Organizations no longer represented

Update on August Annual Conference

a) Registrations: 156: $65,625

b) Sponsors: 30 Sponsors: Pledging: $63,250 Cash to Date: $46,750
¢) Twitter Followers have surpassed 700

Update on Covid Measures

a) A wristband system to notify others about their physical contact/social distancing
comfortability
i) Red: Not comfortable with physical contact- 6 feet social distancing
ii) Yellow: COVID Cautious- Ask before physical contact
iii) Green: Physical contact ok- No social distancing required



VII. New Business — Ane Deister, Andree Johnson & John Thornton
a) Discuss February 2023 Conference
i) Palm Springs dates are February 22 - 24
if) Seek input from Board members regarding theme(s), general topics, and speakers
(a) Set date for first planning meeting

VIII.  Chair’s Report — Andree Johnson
a) Chairman’s general remarks.
b) Recognitions
¢) Newsletters

Executive Director’s Report

sl

Open Topics from the Board

Set Next Board Meeting
a) February 22,2023, in Palm Springs at 10:00 am

XII. Meeting adjourns





















The

Jim Atkinson — Mesa Water District
Richard Bell- East Orange County Water District
Alan Boyce - Materra Farming Company
Steve Bucknam - Bucknam & Associates
Darcy Burke- Watermark Associates
Justin Caporusso- Mountain Counties Water Resources Association
Rob Carlson - Discovery Science Foundation
Gil Crozes - Carollo Engineers, Inc.

Shivaji Deshmukh - Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Larry Dick ~ Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Randy Duncan - Mission Springs Water District
Michael Engelbrecht - Welis Fargo
Sean Fitzgerald - Vox Civic Communications
Kathleen Hedberg - Helix Water District
Kevin Hunt - Urban Water Institute
Rob Katherman - Water Replenishment District
Art Levine - Long Beach Board of Water Commissioners
Gary Martin - Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency
Mary Aileen Matheis - Urban Water Institute
Malissa McKeith ~ Citizens United for Resources & the Environment
Craig Miller - Western Municipal Water District
Greg Newmark - Meyers Nave
Jim Noyes - Urban Water Institute
Lisa Ohlund - Ohlund Management & Technical Services
Fernando Paludi - Trabuco Canyon Water District
Mark Pestrella — Los Angeles Department of Public Works
David Pettijohn - Los Angeles Department of Water & Power
Greg Quist- Rincon del Diablo Municipal Water District
Alex Rojas - Central Basin Municipal Water District
John Rossi - Rancho California Water Agency
Tina Shields - Imperial Irrigation District
Bob Siemak - RCS Management Group
Shelley Sorsabal - AVEK
Matt Stone - Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency
Ray Tremblay - Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
Charles Trevino - Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District
Julie Wilcox - Southern Nevada Water Authority

Adam Zacheis - Brown & Caldwell
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Director name: Gary Martin

Meetings attended: SCV Chamber of Commerce 4" Annual Congressional Forum
Dates of meetings: August 31, 2022

Location: College of the Canyons University Center, Santa Clarita

SCV Water Board meeting to be presented at: September 6, 2022

On August 31, 2022, | attended the SCV Chamber of Commerce 4" Annual Congressional Forum, featuring
Congressman Mike Garcia, at the COC University Center in Santa Clarita. The program consisted of
Congressman Garcia speaking to the group on important issues in Washington, DC and his position on these
issues. Following the Congressman’s presentation, he entertained questions from attendees.

It was a well-attended and informative event and provided an opportunity to interact with other members of
the SCV Water community. It is important for our elected representatives to attend events such as this and |
appreciate being able to attend.
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