
ABOUT THE DROUGHT
STATUS OF DROUGHT RESPONSE AND PERFORMANCE

MATTHEW DICKENS, MPA

SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER

Water Resources and Watershed Committee

January 12, 2022

Item No. 6.1



PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

1. CALIFORNIA DROUGHT STATISTICS

2. LOCAL DROUGHT STATISTICS

3. REGULATORY STATUS

4. SCV WATER DROUGHT READY

5. DEMAND PERFORMANCE

6. ON THE RADAR

7. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

December 2021 Snowfall



CA DROUGHT 

STATISTICS
DROUGHT STATUS



To customize this image, 

select the “Image Fade 

Layout” from the slide 

layouts

Select the image 

placeholder on the right 

hand side, then go to 

Insert > Picture 

Make sure the image is 

sent to back.

CA DROUGHT 
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Considering the significant rain 

and snowfall received across the 

State in December 2021, are we 

still in drought?
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CA DROUGHT 

STATISTICS

Year to date rain and snowfall is 

welcome and provides much 

needed relief. However, 100% of 

California remains in drought.



REGULATORY STATUS
STATE & LOCAL



REGULATORY UPDATES

1. GOVERNOR EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS
1. April 21, 2021(2 Counties)
2. May 10, 2021(Extended to 41 Counties)
3. July 9, 2021(Extended to 50 Counties & 15% Voluntary Conservation v. 2020)
4. September 21-22 (State Water Resources Control Board Monthly Reporting)
5. October 19, 2021(Drought Emergency Extended to Include All Counties)
6. January 4, 2021 (SWRCB Adopts Emergency Regulations)

2. SCV WATER – WATER SHORTAGE CONTINGENCY PLAN/WATER CONSERVATION 
AND WATER SUPPLY SHORTAGE ORDINANCE

1. 11/16/2021 (SCV Water Enacts Stage 1 WSCP and Ordinance)
2. Conservation Program Uptake Increasing
3. Drought Communication & Engagement Enhancements
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LOCAL DROUGHT

STATISTICS

LOCAL ET & PRECIPITATION 

Evapotranspiration (2020 v. 2021)

• Current Month  -47.0%

• Year to Date  *0.2%

Precipitation (2020 v. 2021)

• Current Month  6.62”

• Year to Date  +20.0%

Temperatures (Days > 80°)

• December 2020  NA

• December 2021  7

*CIMIS 204



SCV WATER DEMAND 

PERFORMANCE
NORMAL CONSERVATION & DROUGHT RESPONSE 
TARGETS



INTERIM CONSERVATION TARGET – PERFORMANCE

INTERIM WATER CONSERVATION TARGET (22% BY 2021)



DROUGHT CONSERVATION TARGET

VOLUNTARY DROUGHT CONSERVATION TARGET (15% V. 2020)
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DROUGHT CONSERVATION TARGET



DROUGHT CONSERVATION TARGET

SCV Water 

(Monthly Progress)

Month Diff. 

(%)

Cum. 

(%)

Jul. +5.6% +5.6%

Aug. +3.1% +4.1%

Sep. +1.1% +3.3%

Oct. -11.3% +0.1%

Nov. +3.1% +0.5%

Dec. -29.0% -3.0%

Source: State Water Resources Control Board (1/6/2022)



SCV WATER 

DROUGHT READY
DROUGHT RESPONSE & COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP



SCV WATER – WSCP & ORDINANCE

WSCP Level 1 Strategy

Up to 10% 

Voluntary 
Conservation

Drought 
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WSCP STAGE 1 – DROUGHT SUSTAINABLE ACTIONS



WSCP STAGE 1 – DROUGHT PROGRAMS

Programs:

• Drought Ready Check-Ups

• Lawn Replacement Rebates

• Smart Controller Rebates

• HELP Rebates (HE Irrigation 

Improvements)

• Drip Conversion Rebates

• Irrigation Check-Ups

• Online Workshops

• Education Classes



WSCP STAGE 1 – RESTRICTIONS

Restrictions:

• Allowing Runoff

• Washing cars without hose 

nozzle

• Using water to wash down 

sidewalks, driveways, and 

hardscapes

• Irrigating during and within 48 

hours of measurable rain (.25 

inch)

• Using fountains without 

recirculating pump

• Watering turf on public 

medians



ON THE RADAR
THIRTY-TO-SIXTY-DAY OUTLOOK
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ON THE RADAR

JAN 2022 – CONTINUED MONITORING AND EVALUATION

JAN 2022 – CASTAIC LAKE SHUTDOWN

JAN 2022 - DROUGHT MAILER

FEB/MAR 2022 - DROUGHT READY VIDEOS

MAR 2022 - LRP 2.0 LAUNCH



Q&A
SCV WATER DROUGHT RESPONSE AND DEMAND 
PERFORMANCE
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