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DIRECTOR AB 1234 REPORT 

Director Name: Kathye Armitage


Meeting Attended: AWA Water Information Series ~ Operation NEXT: LA’s Next Major 
Water Source 

Date of Meeting: February 17, 2022


Location: Virtual


Board Meeting to Be Presented At: March 15, 2022 

Points of Interest:


Presenters:

• Chris Repp, PE, MSCE - LA Dept. of Water & Power, Water Resources Division
• Rafael Villegas, Civil Engineer - LA Dept. of Water & Power, Program Manager for

Operation NEXT

Key points:

• The Los Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) is in the planning stages of

its largest program for the purpose of maximizing the use of recycled water
• The project is called Operation NEXT, and the goal is to provide up to one-third of

the city’s water supply with recycled water upon completion
• They understand that imported water supplies (from the State Water Project and the

Colorado River) will become less reliable over time and there is a need to develop
ways to maximize local supplies

• They have a multitiered approach:
• Groundwater replenishment via injection wells
• Use the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant to recycle water

• This will require a large investment in infrastructure
• The Hyperion Plant is near the ocean, so the water will have to move through a

1,200 foot grade difference up to the city
• May need system improvements in areas with older infrastructure

• Where will the recycled water go?
• West Coast Groundwater Basin (120,000 AF storage potential)
• Central Basin (330,000 AF storage potential)
• San Fernando Basin (550,000 AF storage potential)

• Challenges
• Reverse osmosis needs a steady flow rate
• They are working on figuring out how much water they can take for recycling (in

relation to how much needs to stay in the environment)
• LA River has a lot of competing needs

• Land acquirement
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• Working on plan for what to do with the brine
• Aggressive timeline
• Large expense

• Public outreach
• All city council districts and neighborhood councils have been briefed
• Working to educate the public about the quality of treated recycled water and

changing perceptions about it
• “Showers to Flowers”

• Regulations
• The regulations around direct potable reuse are still being worked out
• They are awaiting information that will be released in 2023 to see what additional

treatment processes will be required
• Collaboration
• Metropolitan Water District is planning their own regional recycled water plant
• They are talking about potentially connecting their two recycled water systems
• They already trade water with Metropolitan Water District

• LADWP is open to the idea of nearby water agencies collaborating with them on
this project since there is a lot of opportunity to build in collaboration and cost-
sharing



DIRECTOR AB 1234 REPORT 

Director Name: Kathye Armitage


Meeting Attended: Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) Water Quality 
Committee meeting 

Date of Meeting: February 17, 2022


Location: Virtual


Board Meeting to Be Presented At: March 15, 2022 

Points of Interest:


Host:

• Committee Chair, Edgar Dymally (Metropolitan Water District)

Key points:
• Mr. Dymally thanked former Vice Chair, Sarah Palmer (Zone 7 Water Agency), for her

involvement and position for the past year and welcomed the new Vice Chair, Pam
Jeane (Sonoma Water)

• Committee orientation by Nick Blair (ACWA Regulator Advocate II)
• Terms of committee positions: 2 years (Jan 2022 - end of December 2023)
• Meetings are quarterly
• Next one: May 3rd before Spring ACWA Conference
• Need to register in advance to attend

• One after that will be done as part of quarterly committee forum
• July 26 & 27

• One after that will be Nov. 29th before the Fall ACWA Conference
• Unlimited committee
• Any member can be added at any time through Regional Representatives

• Most work is done in subcommittees and workgroups
• Reach out to Mr. Dymally, Ms. Jeane, or Mr. Blair to get connected to committee
• Current committees
• Drinking water
• Clean water & Aquatics

• Staff Reports
• Cindy Tuck (ACWA Deputy Executive Director of Government Relations)
• ACWA Virtual Legislative Symposium: March 10th
• Topics: water use efficiency and state infrastructure funding

• Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program
• Federal funding available from American Rescue Plan to Dept. of Community

Services & Development (part of Department of Health & Human Services)
• It took a while to establish the program and it may launch next week
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• ACWA is working on an advisory about it now
• $87 million available to help with arrearages for low-income households
• Agencies that applied for funds through the Water Board can still apply for

these funds as well
• No calendar restrictions
• One-time funding
• Max benefit is $2,000

• Federal update by Madeline Voitier (ACWA Federal Relations Representative)
• Regulatory
• ACWA submitted comments on the proposed revision of the Waters of the

United States (WOTUS) definition on Feb. 7th
• ACWA is working on exemption language to submit in response to the notice

from EPA regarding intent to designate PFOA and PFOS as hazardous
substances under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation & Liability Act

• The DC conference has been postponed to July
• Subcommittee Updates
• PFAS Committee
• Public Health Goals (PHGs) for California were proposed last year by the

California Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment, and they took public comment
• Waiting for them to release newly proposed PHGs
• Could mean additional monitoring for state and agencies

• Federal EPA is pushing a strategic roadmap for PFAS
• Quick timeframe for releasing maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) for PFOA

and PFOS in the fall
• Recent announcements to have PFAS identified as hazardous waste under

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
• Still discussing regulation as a group
• There are funding sources available for treatment

• Microplastics Committee
• Findings from the Health Effects Expert Panel in September 2021
• There are data gaps
• Impact to humans still unknown
• We don’t know enough to set regulations

• Two measurement methods for evaluation were released for review
• Division of Drinking Water released the “Draft Microplastics in Drinking Water

Policy Handbook” for input
• ACWA provided comments

• Clean Water Committee
• Presentation on “Source Water Protection: What Can Be Done on a Watershed

Basis” by Jason Dadakis (Orange County Water District) and Jeff Mosher (Santa
Ana Watershed Project Authority)
• Eleven of 19 public water agencies in Orange County have been impacted by

PFAS and are facing significant costs for treatment
• They are trying to track source of PFAS



• Surface water monitoring
• Looking at potential source(s) in upper watershed
• Found PFAS in their treated wastewater discharges
• Also looked at stormwater

• They are attempting to work on the issue regionally since they are all part of
the watershed
• Stakeholders: water agencies, cities, regulatory and environmental

agencies
• They have a history of collaboration from work they did on a taskforce on

emerging contaminants
• Phases of their work
• Step 1: data collection and model analysis
• Step 2: model enhancement for PFAS
• Step 3: assess approaches to mitigate, reduce, or eliminate PFAS in

publicly-owned treatment works discharges or other sites
• Updates from Adam Quinonez (ACWA Director of State Legislative and Regulatory

Relations)
• Advocacy continues for funding for PFAS remediation
• More information about Chromium 6 may be coming in the next week or so

that will include a compliance period that has stages/milestones to it
• Meeting regarding efforts to protect Steelhead Trout
• ACWA formed a workgroup on this issue because there were concerns

about the petition to protect Steelhead Trout
• Requested that the item be held until next commission meeting in April
• California Department of Fish & Wildlife is being directed to work with

water agencies and impacted projects to develop guidelines/regulations
• Next steps will be discussed in the workgroup
• They welcome participation in the workgroup

• It is believed that there are still gaps in the data
• Closing by Nick Blair
• Working on the 2022/2023 work plan now
• It’s accessible on the ACWA Water Quality Committee webpage
• Similar to version from two years ago with some updates
• Microplastics
• Headwaters

• Thinking about how to better elevate people to lead additional workgroups for
additional topics of interest
• Comments welcome by March 18th

• Looking for panel topics for Spring ACWA Conference
• One idea: panel on Chromium 6
• If anyone has ideas, send to Mr. Blair

• Accepting applications for Excellence in Innovation Award for Spring conference
• Applications due March 1st
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Lynne Plambeck 
AB1234 Report 
Planning and Conservation League Assembly 
2-24-22
Virtual Conference

Part 4 – Session 1 “Adapting to Climate Change with Innovative Landuse/Water Strategies” 
This panel focused on work to increase ground water recharge to help with SIGMA compliance. The 
Panel consisted of Moderator Roger Dickensen – co-author of SIGMA 

Judy Corbett - Founded the Local Government Commission, and served as its Executive Director — for 
35 years helping local elected officials implement forward-thinking transportation, land use, water, air 
quality, solid waste, public health, economic, and equity programs and policies in their communities. She 
has authored or co-authored three books on sustainable development and written or edited multiple 
guidebooks and fact sheets for local governments on sustainability issues. Her leadership toward the 
creation of the nationally-recognized Ahwahnee Principles foresaw the development of the Smart 
Growth movement. She spoke about possible funding sources. 

Julie Rentner is President of River Partners. 
This nonprofit organization has, for over 20 
years, successfully xworked with farmers and 
other partners to restore 18,000 acres of flood 
plains in order to prevent flooding, rebuild 
natural habitat, store carbon, increase 
groundwater recharge, and support 
productive farmland. She received her 
Bachelor of Science in forestry from UC 
Berkeley in 2002 and a Master’s Degree in 
Natural Resources and Environmental 

Management from the University of Hawaii in 2005. She joined River Partners in 2008 as the Central 
Valley Regional Director, working at the San Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge near Modesto. She 
spoke about preserving and restoring floodplains to increase water recharge and provide habitat. You 
can view her floodplain work on the Dos Rios Ranch here: https://riverpartners.org/project/dos-rios-
ranch/ (it’s pretty amazing).  

Paul Gosselin - joined the Department of Water Resources (DWR) as the Deputy Director for Sustainable 
Groundwater Management in July 2021where he oversees the implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). This is the same person that presents on SIGMA at the ACWA 
Groundwater committee. He discussed the 20 plans that had already been reviewed, that 12 had 
deficiencies because they were really not addressing the overdraft issue. He explained the SIGMA 
process. 

Rosemary Knight  - She received her Doctorate from Stanford University in 1985. She is now a Professor 
of Geophysics at Stanford University and has been a senior fellow at the Stanford Institute for the 
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Environment from 2005 - present. She and her Environmental Geophysics Research Group have worked 
for more than 30 years on the challenge of using geophysical methods for groundwater science and 
management. In 2008, Knight founded the Center for Groundwater Evaluation Management (GEM 
Center), with the vision of advancing and promoting the use of geophysical methods through the 
development of partnerships with water agencies.   

Over the past five years, Knight’s research group has collaborated with 
others in the academic, public, and private sectors to advance the 
adoption of the airborne Electromagnetic (EM) method and a ground-
level, towed EM system for obtaining the information needed to support 
the sustainable management of groundwater in California.  Her work has 
helped determine the depth to groundwater and soil composition to find 
the best areas for recharge. Her work has informed DWR’s FloodMar 
project, almond farmers that worry a clay layer may cause their tree 
roots to rot and the best areas for floodplain restoration that will ensure 
groundwater re-charge as well as other floodplain benefits. 
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