
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – August 20, 2024 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, August 20, 2024. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book 
of the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on 
the following link: Board Meeting Recording. 

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Beth Braunstein, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 
Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Piotr Orzechowski and Ken Petersen.       

DIRECTORS ABSENT:   None. 

Also present: Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief 
Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer Rochelle Patterson, Chief 
Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, Director of 
Water Resources Ali Elhassan, General Counsel Joe Byrne, General Manager Matthew Stone, 
Information Technology Supervisor Jeff Herbert, Information Technology Technician II Jonathan 
Thomas, as well as additional SCV Water Agency staff (Virtually), and members of the public (In 
Person and Virtually).   

President Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 

There were no changes to the August 20, 2024 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown 
(Item 4).  

-------------- 

Upon motion of Director Armitage, seconded by Director Cooper and carried, the Board 
approved the Consent Calendar which included Resolution Nos. SCV-442, SCV-443 and 
SCV-444 by the following roll call votes (Item 5): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes Director Petersen Yes 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-442 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

PURSUANT TO A CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 
15301, AND A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION UNDER NEPA,  

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR RIDGE ROUTE WATER STORAGE TANK COATING 
PROJECT TO SKYWAY USA 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2024-08/Board-Recording_082024.mp3
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV-443 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

PURSUANT TO A CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 
15301, AND A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION UNDER NEPA,  

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR PLACERITA CANYON WATER TANK 1 COATING 
PROJECT TO SIMPSON SANDBLASTING & SPECIAL COATING, INC. 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-444 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

PURSUANT TO A CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 
15301, AND A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION UNDER NEPA,  

AWARDING A CONTRACT TO WEBER WATER RESOURCES FOR  
THE PUMP AND COLUMN REPLACEMENT FOR WELL 207 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 ------------- 

Upon motion of Director Cooper, seconded by Director Armitage and carried, the  
Board elected to take no action at this time regarding the vacant Division 2 Board seat by the 
following roll call votes (Item 6.1): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

------------- 

Upon motion of Vice President Gutzeit, seconded by Director Cooper and carried, the Board 
approved Resolution No. SCV-445 designating Director Dirk Marks to sit on the Devil’s Den 
Water District Board and recommend to the Devil’s Den Water District Board to appoint 
Director Dirk Marks to fill the vacant seat by the following roll call votes (Item 6.2): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-445 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS DESIGNATING DIRK MARKS AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SANTA 

CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY FOR PURPOSES OF SERVING AS DIRECTOR OF 
THE DEVIL’S DEN WATER DISTRICT 
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FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

------------ 

General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 7). 

The General Manager reported on the following: 

He updated the Board on the Strategic Staffing Plan and advised the Board that this item will be 
coming to the Finance and Administration Committee later this year.  

He gave a brief update on the 3M and DuPont PFAS Settlement, stating that the Agency 
submitted the Special Needs Claim for the 3M and Dupont PFAS Settlement and the Agency 
expects to hear back late 2024 or in 2025 from the appointed claims administrator. He thanked 
Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie for all his hard work on getting all the numerous 
amount of information we needed gathered and submitted.   

He congratulated the Sustainability Manager Matt Dickens on his and his staff being awarded 
the EPA WaterSense Award for our water use efficiency programs. This is the fourth year in a 
row they have received this award. 

He mentioned he will be attending the Urban Water Institute Conference being held August 21-
23, 2024 in San Diego. 

Lastly, he advised the Board that it was the Board Secretary’s birthday on Monday and the 
Board sang her happy birthday.   

To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 

-------------- 

Committee Meeting Recap Report for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8). 

There were no comments on the recap report. 

-------------- 

President’s Report (Item 9). 

President Martin updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 

-------------- 

AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 10). 

A report was submitted by President Martin which was posted to the SCV Water website, 
emailed and is part of the record.  
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Director Cooper reported that he and President Martin attended a virtual interview with the 
Municipal Water Leadership Magazine regarding Jerry Gladbach and the renaming of the Water 
Treatment Plant on August 14, 2024.   

Director Armitage reported that she virtually attended both the ACWA Subcommittee of ACWA’s 
Local Government Committee called the City and County Planning Nexus Subcommittee held 
on August 12, 2024 and the Executive Committee of the Special Districts Association of North 
Los Angeles County on August 14, 2024. 

Vice President Orzechowski reported that he virtually attended a One-on-One meeting with 
General Manager Stone on August 7, 2024 and attended Congressman Garcia’s check 
presentation held at the Valley Center PFAS Treatment Facility on August 9, 2024.   

Vice President Gutzeit reported that she attended Congressman Garcia’s check presentation 
held at the Valley Center PFAS Treatment Facility on August 9, 2024.   

There were no other AB 1234 Reports. 

-------------- 

Director Reports (Item 11). 

Director Cooper reminded the Board about tomorrow’s ACWA Region 8 Event taking place at 
the Brookside Golf Club in Pasadena, conference topic is Women in Water, Leadership in 
Times of Climate Uncertainty.   

Director Braunstein wished the Board Secretary a happy birthday, wished all the students who 
are going back to school this year good luck and a big hug to all the parents who are sending 
their kids off to college soon.   

There were no other Director reports. 

To hear the full reports/comments, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting 
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 

-------------- 

Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 12). 

There were no requests for future Agenda items.  

-------------- 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 PM (Item 13). 
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 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 

ATTEST: 

President of the Board 

Signature on File 

Signature on File


	President Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present.

