
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – February 18, 2025 
              
      
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, February 18, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute 
Book of the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by 
clicking on the following link: Meeting Recording. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 

Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski and 
Ken Petersen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
DIRECTORS ABSENT:   None.  
   
Also present: Assistant Customer Service Supervisor Judi Lozano, Assistant General Manager 
Steve Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer Rochelle Patterson, Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, 
Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, Customer Service Manager Kathleen Willson, 
Customer Service Representative II Todd Wilson, Customer Service Supervisor Robert 
McLaughlan, Director of Technology Services Cris Perez, Director of Water Resources Ali 
Elhassan, General Counsel Joe Byrne, General Manager Matthew Stone, Information 
Technology Technician II Jonathan Thomas, Security Operations Specialist Joseph Paysinger, 
Senior Information Technology Technician Emmanuel Adinkra, as well as additional SCV Water 
Agency staff (Virtually), and members of the public (In Person and Virtually).   
 
President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 
 
There were no changes to the February 18, 2025 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown 
(Item 4).  
 

-------------- 
 
Upon motion of Vice President Martin, seconded by Director Marks and carried, the Consent 
Calendar was approved including Resolution No. SCV-465 by the following roll call votes (Item 
5): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes    President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes    Director Orzechowski   Yes 
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION 465 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISOR OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES ACTING IN BEHALF OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY GENERAL FUND,  LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, LOS ANGELES 

COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 
SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND THE GOVERNING BODIES OF 

GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT, CITY OF SANTA 

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-02/Board_Recording_031825.mp3
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CLARITA SANTA CLARITA LIBRARY AND SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 
APPROVING AND ACCEPTING NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX 

REVENUES RESULTING FROM ANNEXATION TO SATNA CLARIA VALLEY SANITATION 
DISTRICT ANNEXATION NO. 1139 

 
FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 
-------------- 

 
Customer Service Representative II Todd Wilson presented the demo on the Online Customer 
Engagement Portal – Smart Meter Consumption Inquiry (Item 6).  
 

--------------- 
 
General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 7). 
 
The General Manager reported on the following:  
 
He informed the Board that on February 13, 2025, SCV Water hosted an after-action meeting 
with DWR and Metropolitan to review the recent planned maintenance shutdown at the Castaic 
Lake outlet facility. He mentioned that It was a good opportunity for staff from each agency to 
meet one another in person, discuss the recent repair work, as well as future repair plans, and 
observations for follow up in planning the next maintenance shutdown.  
 
He advised the Board that over the weekend we were informed by our counsel in the AFFF 
multi-district litigation settlement claims process that our appeal of a few items in the claims 
administrator’s draft findings was successful, and we were given leave to utilize additional years 
of data for a few specific wells. He stated that we are looking forward to further developments to 
report as they occur this year. 
 
He mentioned that he was pleased to report that through the efforts of our TDOMS team, the 
Agency received final approval for a combined single operating permit from the Division of 
Drinking Water on December 20, 2024, thus consolidating several different operating permits 
from the legacy agencies into a single permit. This was a multi-year effort.  
 
Lastly, he reported that on February 18, 2025, he participated in a State Water Resources 
Control Board hearing regarding the pending Change of Point of Diversion application for the 
Delta Conveyance Project. He reported that he presented a policy statement on behalf of SCV 
Water outlining the importance of State Water Project supply and the proposed Delta 
Conveyance Project in the context of the Agency’s overall water resources portfolio and 
strategy. He added that the State Water Resources Control Board will be considering this matter 
throughout 2025.  
 
To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
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Committee Meeting Recap Report for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8). 
 
There were no comments on the recap report. 
 

-------------- 
 
President’s Report (Item 9). 
  
President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 
 

-------------- 
 
AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 10). 
 
A written report was submitted by President Gutzeit which was included in the Board packet.  
Additional reports were received from Vice President Martin and Director Marks which were 
emailed, posted to the SCV Water Website and are part of the record 
 
Vice President W. Cooper reported that he attended a meeting with the developers of Lennar 
and the Board officers which was held at the SCV Water Administration Building on February 5, 
2025 and virtually attended both an ACWA meeting on February 10, 2025 and the Region 8 
Program meeting on February 13, 2025. 
 
Director Masnada reported that he virtually attended the SCV Water’s Proposed Water Rate 
Prop 218 Webinar on February 5, 2025. 
 
President Gutzeit reported that she attended a meeting with the SCV Water’s General Manager, 
Assistant General Manager, and Chief Engineer along with the Board officers held at the SCV 
Water Administration Building regarding developers concerns on February 13, 2025.   
 
To hear all comments and reports, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting 
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
 
Director Reports (Item 11). 
 
There were no Director reports. 

 
-------------- 

 
Closed Session (Item 12). 
 
The Board went into Closed Session at 6:57 PM to discuss Item 12.1: 
 

12.1 Threat to Public Services or Facilities 
 Consultation with: Cris Perez, Director of Technology Services; 
 Joseph Paysinger, Security Operations Specialist  
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The Zoom meeting was put on hold while the Board went into Closed Session. President 
Gutzeit advised the public and staff for those who wanted to stay, to remain on the current 
teleconference line and once Closed Session ends, the Board would reconvene for Closed 
Session announcements and the conclusion of the meeting. 

President Gutzeit reconvened the Open Session at 8:08 PM. 

Joe Byrne, Esq., reported that there were no actions taken in Closed Session that were 
reportable under the Ralph M. Brown Act (Item 13). 

--------------- 

Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 14). 

Director Orzechowski requested that the demo given on Smart Meter Consumption Online 
Customer Engagement Portal – Smart Meter Consumption Inquiry by Customer Service 
Representative Todd Wilson at tonight’s meeting, that Legal Counsel (and/or GM) research to 
see if there have been any judgments (by a Judge, jury, settlement, and/or governing agency 
ruling) that used volume vs. time data to determine beyond a reasonable doubt that water in a 
residential home was used for outdoor purposes (rather than for indoor uses).   

This is in response to the Cal. Wat. Code § 10609.4 where "(1) Until January 1, 2025, the 
standard for indoor residential water use shall be 55 gallons per capita daily. (2) Beginning 
January 1, 2025, and until January 1, 2030, the standard for indoor residential water use shall 
be 47 gallons per capita daily. (3) Beginning January 1, 2030, the standard for indoor residential 
water use shall be 42 gallons per capita daily." 

There were no other requests for future Agenda items. 

-------------- 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM (Item 15). 

 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 

ATTEST: 

President of the Board 

Signature on File

Signature on File

April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp
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