Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency — April 15, 2025

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, April 15, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book of
the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on the
following link: Meeting Recording.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit,
Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski and
Ken Petersen.

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None.

Also present: Administrative Services Manager Kim Grass, Assistant General Manager Steve
Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer Rochelle
Patterson, Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss,
Director of Water Resources Ali Elhassan, General Counsel Tom Bunn, General Manager
Matthew Stone, Information Technology Technician Il Jonathan Thomas, Principal Water
Resources Planner Najwa Pitois, Senior Public Affairs Specialist Laura Gallegos, as well as
additional SCV Water Agency staff (Virtually), and members of the public (Virtually).

President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present.

There were no changes to the April 15, 2025 amended Agenda and it was accepted as shown
(Item 4).

Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Director Masnada and carried, the
Board approved the Consent Calendar by the following roll call votes (ltem 5):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

An Emergency Response Presentation was given by Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie
(Item 7).


https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-04/Board-Recording-041525-Regular-Board-Meeting.mp3
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Senior Public Affairs Specialist Laura Gallegos gave the Board a recap on the Water Leaders
Program (Item 8).

General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (ltem 9).
The General Manager reported on the following:

He advised the Board that the Agency has resumed its staff Lunch and Learn program adding
that the most recent program topic was on “Water Treatment”.

He updated the Board on his most recent Director One-on-Ones.

He mentioned the recent staff “All Employee Meeting” where an active shooter presentation was
given to staff. He also shared that service awards were handed out and gave a special
recognition to John “Woody” Woodworth for his 40 years of service to the Agency.

To hear the full report in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 10).

There were no comments on the recap reports.

President’s Report (Item 11).

President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events.

AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 12).

Written reports were submitted by Vice President Martin and Director Petersen which were
emailed, posted to the SCV Water Website and are part of the record.

Vice President W. Cooper reported that he virtually attended the ACWA Region 8 Board
meeting on April 2, 2025, attended the ACWA Board meeting held in Sacramento on April 3-4,
2025, virtually attended the ACWA Region 8 Vacancy Appointment Board meeting on April 10,
2025, virtually attended a meeting with Agency staff regarding Cemex on April 11, 2025 and
attended a meeting with the City and Agency staff held at the City of Santa Clarita regarding
Cemex on April 14, 2025.

Director Orzechowski reported that he virtually attended a One-on-One meeting with the
General Manager on April 14, 2025.
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Director Marks reported that he virtually attended a One-on-One meeting with the General
Manager on April 10, 2025, virtually attended a meeting with Agency staff regarding Cemex on
April 11, 2025 and attended a meeting with the City and Agency staff held at the City of Santa
Clarita regarding Cemex on April 14, 2025.

Director Armitage reported that she virtually attended the Executive Committee meeting of the
Special Districts Association of North Los Angeles County on April 2, 2025.

To hear all comments and reports in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking
the meeting recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Director Reports (Iltem 13).
Director reports were received by Vice President W. Cooper and Director Armitage.
There were no other Director reports.

To hear the reports in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Closed Session (Item 14).
The Board went into Closed Session at 7:22 PM to discuss Item 14.1:

14.1 Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation — Significant
Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of
Section 54956.9, Claim of The ONE TaeKwonDo Inc. AKA Kyra and David
Kim, and Any and All Claims that Arise from Incident Regarding Mainline
Break, Located Behind the Shopping Center on 26831 Bouquet Canyon
Rd, Against Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, Claim for Property
Damage, Date of Claim March 17, 2025

The Zoom meeting was put on hold while the Board went into Closed Session. President
Gutzeit advised the public and staff for those who wanted to stay, to remain on the current
teleconference line and once Closed Session ends, the Board would reconvene for Closed
Session announcements and the conclusion of the meeting.

President Gutzeit reconvened the Open Session at 7:36 PM.

Tom Bunn, Esq., reported that pertaining to Item 14.1 Conference with Legal Counsel —
Anticipated Litigation — Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of
Subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9, Claim of The ONE TaeKwonDo Inc. AKA Kyra and David
Kim, and any and all claims that arise from incident regarding mainline break, located behind
the shopping center on 26831 Bouquet Canyon Rd, against Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency,
Claim for Property Damage, Date of Claim March 17, 2025, by motion of Director Marks,
seconded by Vice President W. Cooper and carried, the Board voted to reject the claim and all
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other claims received and submit them to the Agency’s Joint Powers Insurance Authority by the
following roll call votes:

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Abstain
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

There were no other actions taken in Closed Session that were reportable under the Ralph M.
Brown Act (Item 15).

Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 16).

There were no requests for future Agenda items.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM (Item 17).

Signature on File

April Jacobs, Board Secretary

ATTEST:

Signature on File
President of the Board



April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp
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