Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency — May 6, 2025

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book of
the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on the
following link: Meeting Recording.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit,
Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski and
Ken Petersen.

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None.

Also present: Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief
Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer Rochelle Patterson, Chief
Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, Director of
Operations and Maintenance Mike Alvord, Director of Technology Services Cris Perez, Director
of Water Resources Ali Elhassan, General Counsel Joe Byrne, General Manager Matthew
Stone, Human Resources Analysts JoAnna Brison and Jenny Joo, Human Resources Manager
Ari Mantis, Information Technology Technician Il Jonathan Thomas, Senior Financial Analyst
Darine Conner, as well as additional SCV Water Agency staff (Virtually), and members of the
public (Virtually).

President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. A quorum was present.

There were no changes to the May 6, 2025 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown (ltem
4).

Upon motion of Director Marks, seconded by Director Masnada and carried, the Consent
Calendar was approved excluding Items 5.2 and 5.3, which were pulled for further discussion,
and including Resolution No. SCV-472 by the following roll call votes (Iltem 5):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-472

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
IN SUPPORT OF AND PLACING INTO NOMINATION OF WILLIAM COOPER
AS THE VICE CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES REGION 8 BOARD

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE


https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-05/Board-Meeting-Recording-050625.mp3

May 6, 2025
Page 2 of 5

Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Director Marks and carried, the Board
approved adopting Resolution No. SCV-470 with the change to the resolution as follows (shown
as bolded and underlined) (1) finding that the Feasibility and Planning Project is exempt from
CEQA, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15262 and (2) authorizing a purchase
order to GSI Water Solutions, Inc. for an amount not to exceed of $525,000 for pre-design
services for the Pin Court Well Project by the following roll call votes (Item 5.2):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-470

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
(1) FINDING THAT THE FEASBILITY AND PLANNING PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM
CEQA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15262, AND (2)
AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO GSI WATER SOLUTIONS, INC
FOR PRE-DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE PIN COURT WELL PROJECT

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE

Upon motion of Director K. Cooper, seconded by Director Armitage and carried, the Board
approved adopting Resolution No. SCV-471 with the change to the resolution as follows (shown
as bolded and underlined) (1) finding that the Feasibility and Planning Project is exempt from
CEQA, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15262 and (2) authorizing a purchase
order to Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. for an amount not to exceed of $570,000 for pre-design
services for the Discovery Park Wells Project by the following roll call votes (Iltem 5.3):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-471

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
(1) FINDING THAT THE FEASIBILITY AND PLANNING PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM
CEQA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15262, AND (2)
AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP, INC.
FOR PRE-DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE DISCOVERY PARK WELLS PROJECT

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE
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Upon motion of Director Petersen, seconded by Vice President Martin and carried, the Board
approved the revised staffing plan for FY 2025/26 and FY 2026/27 by the following roll call votes
(Item 6.1):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (ltem 7).
The General Manager reported on the following:

He updated the Board on his recent participation in the Utility C-Suite Summit 25 put on by
Arcadis and held in Dallas, Texas on April 23-25, 2025.

He then shared with the Board that there was an internal meeting with SCV Water staff and the
consultant regarding the GIS Implementation pertaining to reviewing our GIS Governance
structure.

Lastly, he advised the Board that staff conducted its Annual Legislative Briefing for local
representatives on April 28, 2025. He stated that this was one of the best presentations thus far
and it will continue to get better and better each year. He thanked staff, specifically the
Communications Department for their hard work in putting it together.

To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8).
There were no comments on the recap reports.

Written Reports for Informational Purposes Only (ltem 9).

Director Armitage had a comment and a question on the Finance, Administration and
Information Technology Services Section Report and had a comment on the Treatment,

Distribution, Operations and Maintenance Section Report.

Director Orzechowski had a comment on the Finance, Administration and Information
Technology Services Section Report.

There were no other comments on the written reports.
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To hear all comments in their entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the
meeting recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

President’s Report (Iltem 10).

President Gutzeit updated the Board on the Building Community Issues Ad Hoc Committee that
met on May 5, 2025 at the E. G. Jerry” Gladbach Water Treatment Plant in the Multipurpose
Room. Members that met were Vice President Martin, Director Masnada and herself as well as
General Manager Matthew Stone, Assistant General Manager Steve Cole and Chief Engineer

Courtney Mael. They discussed research and insights on best management practices, she
stated another meeting will be scheduled for later this summer.

She also updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events and reminded the Board of the
upcoming Budget documents.

AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 11).

Written reports were submitted by Vice President Martin and Directors K. Cooper, Marks and
Masnada which were included in the packet.

Vice President W. Cooper reported that he virtually attended a One-on-One meeting with the
General Manager on May 5, 2025.

Director Marks reported that he virtually attended the Southern California Water Dialogue
meeting held on April 23, 2025.

There were no other reports.

To hear all comments and reports, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Director Reports (ltem 12).

There were no Director reports.

Director Requests for Approval for Event Attendance (ltem 13).

Director Armitage requested participation in the Well Untapped Leadership Program. Her
request will be considered by the Board Officers and may come back for Board approval at a
future meeting.

There were no other requests for event attendance.
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM (Item 14).

Signature on File

April Jacobs, Board Secretary

ATTEST:

Signature on File
President of the Board



April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp
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