
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – May 20, 2025 
              
      
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 20, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book of 
the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on the 
following link: Meeting Recording. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 

Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski  and 
Ken Petersen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
DIRECTORS ABSENT:   None.  
   
Also present: Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief 
Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer Rochelle Patterson, Chief 
Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, Director of 
Water Resources Ali Elhassan, Engineers Yoganathan Thierumaran and Kevin Waugh, General 
Counsel Tom Bunn, Information Technology Technician II Jonathan Thomas, Senior Inspector 
Damien Forrand, Utility Supervisor Josh Jenkins, as well as additional SCV Water Agency staff 
(Virtually), and members of the public (Virtually).   
 
President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 
 
There were no changes to the May 20, 2025 Agenda and it was accepted as shown (Item 4).  
 

-------------- 
 
Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Vice President Martin and carried, the 
Board approved the Consent Calendar by the following roll call votes (Item 5): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes    President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes    Director Orzechowski   Yes 
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

-------------- 
 

Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Director Armitage and carried, the 
Board adopted Resolution No. SCV-473 (1) finding that the Project is exempt from CEQA, 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15302, and alternatively, Section 15303, (2) awarding a 
construction contract to Dominguez General Engineering, Inc. in an amount not to exceed 
$7,025,651, and (3) authorizing the General Manager to execute a purchase order with MNS 
Engineers, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $700,000 for Construction Management, 
Inspection, and Materials Testing Services for the Abdale Street, Maplebay Court, Beachgrove 
Court & Smyth Drive Waterline Improvements Project by the following roll call votes (Item 6.1): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes    President Gutzeit   Yes  

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-05/Board-Meeting_Recording_052025.mp3
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Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes    Director Orzechowski   Yes 
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-473 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY  

(1) FINDING THAT THE PROJECT IS NOT SUBJECT TO CEQA, AND ALTERNATIVELY 
EXEMPT FROM CEQA, (2) AWARDING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO DOMINGUEZ 
GENERAL ENGINEERING, INC., AND (3) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO MNS 

ENGINEERS, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT, INSPECTION, AND MATERIALS 
TESTING SERVICES FOR THE ABDALE STREET, MAPLEBAY COURT, BEACHGROVE 

COURT & SMYTH DRIVE WATERLINE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 
 
Upon motion of Director Marks, seconded by Director Masnada and carried, the Board adopted 
Resolution No. SCV-474 (1) finding that the contract agreement is exempt from CEQA under 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1 CE), and alternatively Section 15303 (Class 3 CE), 
(2) awarding a construction contract to CEM Construction Corporation in an amount not to 
exceed $4,655,600, (3) authorizing a purchase order to Woodard and Curran for an amount not 
to exceed $500,000 for inspection and material testing services, and (4) authorizing a purchase 
order to Kennedy Jenks Consultants, Inc. for engineering support during construction in an 
amount not to exceed $170,000 for the Magic Mountain Pipeline (Reaches 1-3) Inspection 
Access Modifications Project by the following roll call votes (Item 6.2): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes    President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes    Director Orzechowski   Yes 
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-474 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY  

(1) FINDING THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES 
SECTION 15301 AND 15303, (2) AWARDING THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT TO CEM 

CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION, (3) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO 
WOODARD & CURRAN FOR INSPECTION AND MATERIAL TESTING SERVICES, AND (4) 
AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO KENNEDY JENKS CONSULTANTS, INC. FOR 

ENGINEERING SUPPORT DURING CONSTRUCTION FOR THE MAGIC MOUNTAIN 
PIPELINE (REACHES 1-3) INSPECTION ACCESS MODIFICATIONS PROJECT 

 
FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 
-------------- 
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General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 7). 
 
The Assistant General Manager Steve Cole reported on the following:  
 
For the record he stated:  
 

There was an emergency repair on May 14, 2025 at Playa Serena Drive. Consistent with 
the authority granted to the General Manager in Section 5.2 of the Purchasing Policy, 
the General Manager hereby determines that, based on the reasons and detail 
described below, there was an emergency that required immediate action and it was 
necessary to dispense with public bidding requirements. 

 
At approximately 2:00 PM on May 14, 2025, a leak occurred on a 12” C900 pipeline in 
Playa Serena Drive, located in the Westridge community west of The Old Road in 
Stevenson Ranch. Staff quickly isolated the leak; however, water service was curtailed 
to approximately 25 homes. Water service was restored within approximately 12 hours 
at 1:48 AM. The 12” line was installed on top of a concrete storm drain, which is believed 
to be the cause of the failure. Concrete restoration work is being conducted from May 26 
to May 30, 2025 by JP Armen at an estimated cost of $75,000. Following concrete 
restoration, Rick Franklin Construction will begin asphalt restoration on June 2, 2025 
with completion scheduled for June 6, 2025, at an estimated cost of $95,000. The total 
estimated cost for surface restoration is $170,000.  

 
He congratulated Information Technology Supervisor Jeff Herbert on being a featured speaker 
at the graduation of the California Department of Technology's IT Leadership Academy, which 
he recently completed.  
 
He acknowledged Cal Poly San Luis Obispo student Jade Meichtry for being awarded the 
Edward G. “Jerry” Gladbach Scholarship at the May ACWA 2025 Spring Conference held in 
Monterey.    
 
He mentioned that during the ACWA 2025 Spring Conference staff had an opportunity to meet 
with SCV Water’s partners from the Central Valley.   
 
Lastly, he advised the Board that the June 3, 2025 Board meeting may move from 6:00 pm to 
5:00 pm.   
 
To hear the full report in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting 
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
 
Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8). 
 
There were no comments on the recap reports. 
 

-------------- 
 
  



May 20, 2025 
Page 4 of 4 

President’s Report (Item 9). 

President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 

-------------- 

AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 10). 

Written reports were submitted by Vice President Martin and Director Masnada which were 
emailed, posted to the SCV Water Website and are part of the record. 

Vice President W. Cooper reported that he virtually attended the ACWA SIGMA Implementation 
Committee Meeting on May 8, 2025, virtually attended the ACWA Region 8, 9 and 10 Joint 
Event Planning Committee on May 9, 2025, attended the 2025 ACWA JPIA and ACWA Spring 
Conference held in Monterey on May 12-15, 2025 and virtually attended the ACWA Special 
Board meeting on May 19, 2025.   

Director Armitage reported that she virtually attended the Executive Committee meeting of the 
Special Districts Association of North Los Angeles County on May 7, 2025 and attended the 
ACWA 2025 Spring Conference held in Monterey on May 13-15, 2025. 

To hear all comments and reports in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking 
the meeting recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 

-------------- 

Director Reports (Item 11). 

There were no Director reports. 

-------------- 

Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 12). 

There were no requests for future Agenda items. 

-------------- 

The meeting was adjourned in memory of former SCV Water Employee Richard Krieger at 6:53 
PM (Item 13). 

 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 

ATTEST: 

President of the Board 

Signature on File 

Signature on File 

April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp


	President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present.

