
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – December 17, 2024 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, December 17, 2024. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute 
Book of the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by 
clicking on the following link Meeting Recording. 

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Beth Braunstein, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 
Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Piotr Orzechowski and Ken Petersen. 

DIRECTORS ABSENT:  None. 

Also present: Administrative Services Manager Kim Grass, Assistant General Manager Steve 
Cole, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer Rochelle Patterson, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, Financial 
Analyst I Tanner Swire, General Counsel Joe Byrne, General Manager Matthew Stone, Human 
Resources Manager Ari Mantis, Information Technology Supervisor Jeff Herbert, Information 
Technology Technician II Jonathan Thomas, Principal Engineer Orlando Moreno, Senior 
Financial Analyst Darine Conner, as well as additional SCV Water Agency staff (Virtually), and 
members of the public (In Person and Virtually).   

President Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 

There were no changes to the December 17, 2024 Board Agenda and it was accepted as 
shown (Item 4).  

-------------- 

Upon motion of Director Armitage, seconded by Director Cooper and carried, the Board 
approved Resolution No. SCV-461 honoring and commending Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency Director Braunstein for her service and dedication by the following roll call votes (Item 
5.1): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Abstained 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-461 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY  

HONORING AND COMMENDING  
BETH BRAUNSTEIN  

FOR HER SERVICE AND DEDICATION 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2024-12/Board-Recording-121724-SCVWA-Meeting-Recording.mp3


December 17, 2024 
Page 2 of 6 

The Board recognized Director Braunstein for her distinguished service on the Santa Clarita 
Valley Water Agency Board of Directors (Item 5.2). 

A short recess was taken at 6:20 PM and was reconvened at 6:31 PM. 

-------------- 

Upon motion of Director Armitage, seconded by Director Marks and carried, the Board approved 
the Consent Calendar by the following roll call votes (Item 6): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes Director Petersen Yes 

------------- 

Upon motion of Director Armitage, seconded by Director Braunstein and carried, the Board 
approved receiving and filing of the SCV Water Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR) ending June 30, 2024 and the Single Audit by the following roll call votes (Item 7.1): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

Upon motion of Director Braunstein, seconded by Director Petersen and carried, the Board 
approved the proposed Proposition 218 Notice by the following roll call votes (Item 7.2): 

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

Upon motion of Vice President Orzechowski, seconded by Director Armitage and carried, the 
Board authorized the General Manager to amend the existing Energy Services Agreement with 
Pacifico Power, LLC and services order for Battery Operations and Maintenance Support at the 
Rio Vista Water Treatment Plant (E. G. “Jerry” Gladbach Water Treatment Plant) as outlined in 
Option A of the staff report by the following roll call votes (Item 7.3):  

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

Upon motion of Vice President Orzechowski, seconded by Director Marks and carried, the 
Board (1) adopted Resolution No. SCV-462 approving the Nimbus Tank No. 2 Project pursuant 
to the adoption of an Addendum to the Skyline Ranch Final EIR in accordance with CEQA 
Guideline Section 15164 and (2) authorized the General Manager to execute a contract with GS 
Sand Canyon for Rent, LLC for the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency’s fair share costs for the 
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construction of the 2.08 MG Nimbus Tank No. 2 Project by the following roll call votes (Item 
7.4):  

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-462 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY APPROVING THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE NIMBUS TANK NO. 2 PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE ADOPTION OF AN 
ADDENDUM TO THE SKYLINE RANCH PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

-------------- 

Upon motion of Director Cooper, seconded by Director Petersen and carried, the Board 
approved an increase in the General Manager’s salary from $29,999 per month to $31,499 per 
month, which is a $1,500 a month salary increase (5%), bringing his annual salary to $377,988 
effective December 28, 2024 by the following roll call votes (Item 8):  

Director Armitage Yes Director Braunstein Yes 
Director Cooper Yes Vice President Gutzeit Yes 
Director Marks  Yes President Martin Yes 
Vice President Orzechowski  Yes  Director Petersen Yes 

-------------- 

General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 9). 

The General Manager reported on the following: 

He thanked the Board on his evaluation and his salary increase. 

He updated the Board on the upcoming Department of Water Resources shutdown at their 
turnout at Castaic Lake to the Metropolitan Water District Foothill Feeder which will take place 
over two different seven-day periods in January 2025. He stated that the first shutdown is 
scheduled to begin on Monday, January 6, 2025 at 12:01 AM and the second shutdown is 
scheduled to begin on Monday, January 27, 2025 at 12:01 AM.  

He mentioned that during these shutdowns, SCV Water's Foothill Feeder Service Connections 
CLWA-01 and CLWA-01T will be out of service, which means no imported water will be 
available to treat and deliver to customers. He said that staff plans to operate wells and request 
customers to limit outdoor water during the two seven-day periods. He informed the Board that 
the Operations and Engineering staff as well as our public outreach and conservation staff are 
fully engaged in planning for the shutdown.  

Lastly, he acknowledged Director Braunstein on her time on the Board and thanked her for her 
contributions while a Board member. 
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To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 

-------------- 

Committee Meeting Recap Report for Informational Purposes Only (Item 10). 

There were no comments on the recap report. 

-------------- 

President’s Report (Item 11). 

President Martin updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 

-------------- 

AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 12). 

Written reports were submitted by President Martin and Director Marks that were emailed, 
posted to the SCV Water Website and are part of the record.   

Vice President Orzechowski reported that he virtually attended a one-on-one meeting with 
General Manager Stone on December 12, 2024. 

Director Braunstein reported that she attended the SCV Water Holiday Party held at The 
Centre on December 12, 2024 and mentioned that several other Directors were in attendance 
as well. No stipend will be requested for this event.  

There were no other AB 1234 Reports. 

-------------- 

Director Reports (Item 13). 

Director Armitage wished everyone a happy and safe holiday.  

Vice President Gutzeit acknowledged all the high school students who are wrapping up the 
school year and wished them good luck. 

Director Braunstein mentioned the recent staff holiday party and stated it was really nicely done 
and that she believed that staff had a great time. She also wanted to say regardless of the 
holiday you celebrate, she wished everyone a happy holiday. She also wanted to thank the 
Placerita crew and give them a "shout out."  

Lastly, she wanted to thank the public for electing her and thanked the Board for approving her 
resolution.   

President Martin stated that the staff’s holiday party was well done. 
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There were no other Director reports. 

To hear all comments, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 

-------------- 

The Board went into Closed Session at 8:11 PM to discuss Item 14.1: 

14.1 CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
Government Code Section 54956.8 
Property Location: Approximately 1.5 +/- Acre in Unincorporated Los 
Angeles County  
Los Angeles County Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 2826-195-001, 2826-195-009 
and portions of APNs 2826-195-013, 2826-195-007 and 2826-198-002 
Agency Negotiator: Matthew Stone and Courtney Mael 
Negotiating Parties: Newhall Land and Farming  
Under Negotiation: Price and Terms of Payment  

The Zoom meeting was put on hold while the Board went into Closed Session. President Martin 
advised the public and staff for those who wanted to stay, to remain on the current 
teleconference line and once Closed Session ends, the Board would reconvene for Closed 
Session announcements and the conclusion of the meeting. 

President Martin reconvened the Open Session at 9:35 PM. 

Joe Byrne, Esq., reported that there were no actions taken in Closed Session that were 
reportable under the Ralph M. Brown Act (Item 15). 

--------------- 

Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 16). 

There were no requests for future Agenda items. 

-------------- 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM (Item 17). 

 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 
Signature on File
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ATTEST: 

President of the Board 
Signature on File

April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp


	President Martin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present.

