
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – July 15, 2025  
              
      
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, July 15, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book of 
the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on the 
following link: Meeting Recording. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 

Gary Martin, Dan Masnada and Ken Petersen. 
 
DIRECTORS ABSENT:   Dirk Marks and Piotr Orzechowski. 
   
Also present: Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, Assistant General Manager of Finance 
and Administration Rochelle Patterson, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Engineer Courtney 
Mael, Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Communications Manager Kevin Strauss, 
Director of Water Resources Ali Elhassan, Engineer Mark Aumentado, General Counsel Tom 
Bunn, General Manager Matthew Stone, Information Technology Technician II Jonathan 
Thomas, Inspector Supervisor Josh Gilliam, Senior Water Resources Planner Sarah Fleury, 
Consultants from Woodard & Curran Senior Communications Strategist Katie Evans and Project 
Manager Melissa Matlock, as well as additional SCV Water Agency staff (virtually). There were 
no members of the public in attendance.   
 
President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 
 
There were no changes to the July 15, 2025 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown, 
however, note that Item 5.2 was pulled from the Consent Calendar for discussion due to a 
revised staff report and resolution (Item 4).  

 
-------------- 

 
Upon motion of Director Armitage, seconded by Vice President W. Cooper and carried, the 
Board approved the Consent Calendar Items 5.1, 5.3 and 5.4 as well as Resolution Nos. SCV-
486 and SCV-487, Item 5.2 was pulled for further discussion, by the following roll call votes 
(Item 5): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Absent   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes   Director Orzechowski   Absent  
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-486 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES ACTING IN BEHALF OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY GENERAL FUND, LOS 

ANGELES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 
SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND THE GOVERNING BODIES OF 

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-07/Board-Recording_071525.mp3
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THE GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT, CITY OF SANTA 
CLARITA, SANTA CLARITA LIBRARY AND SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

 
APPROVING AND ACCEPTING NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX 

REVENUES RESULTING FROM ANNEXATION TO SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SANITATION 
DISTRICT "ANNEXATION NO. 1137" 

 
FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 
RESOLUTION NO. SCV-487 

 
JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE  

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY AND OTHER 
COUNTY ENTITIES, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT, AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE 
NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX REVENUES RESULTING FROM 

DETACHMENT OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS DETACHMENT 36-03, LOCAL AGENCY 
FORMATION COMMISSION DESIGNATION 2022-08,  

FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT  
NO. 36, VAL VERDE 

 
FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 
Upon motion of Director Masnada, seconded by Vice President W. Cooper and carried, the 
Board approved Resolution No. SCV-485, (1) finding that the Project is Exempt from CEQA 
Under CEQA Guidelines Sections 15303, (2) awarding a construction contract to Yellow Jacket 
Drilling Services, Inc., (3) authorizing a purchase order to Kennedy Jenks Consultants, Inc. for 
construction management and inspection services and (4) authorizing a purchase order to Todd 
Groundwater, GSI Water Solutions, Inc., and Richard C. Slade and Associates, LLC for 
engineering services during construction for the Expanded Monitoring in the Upper Santa Clara 
River Basin Project by the following roll call votes (Item 5.2):  
 
Director Armitage   No   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Absent   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes   Director Orzechowski   Absent  
Director Petersen   Yes 

 
Please note that legal counsel made additional technical edits to the resolution as shown below 
and adjusted the motion as seen above that are consistent with the intent of the Board to 
remove reference to ministerial action. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. SCV-485 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 
(1) FINDING THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES 
SECTION 15303, (2) AWARDING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO YELLOW JACKET 

DRILLING SERVICES, INC., (3) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO KENNEDY 
JENKS CONSULTANTS, INC., FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AND INSPECTION 
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SERVICES AND (4) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO TODD GROUNDWATER, GSI 
WATER SOLUTIONS, INC. AND RICHARD C. SLADE AND ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR 

ENGINEERING SERVICES DURING CONSTRUCTION FOR THE EXPANDED MONITORING 
IN THE UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER BASIN PROJECT 

 
FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 

 
-------------- 

 
Upon motion of Director Masnada, seconded by Director K. Cooper and carried, the Board 
approved changing the Public Outreach and Legislation Committee’s (POL) meeting schedule 
to meet every other month (bi-monthly), instead of monthly, and recommended staff bring 
outreach and legislation related items pertaining to conservation to the POL Committee by the 
following roll call votes (Item 6.1): 
 
Director Armitage   No   Director K. Cooper   Yes  
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Absent   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes    Director Orzechowski   Absent 
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

-------------- 
 
The Board participated in the SCV Water Board Visioning Workshop for the 2025 Urban Water 
Management Plan which was facilitated by Senior Water Resources Planner Sarah Fleury, 
Woodard & Curran Senior Communications Strategist Katie Evans And Woodard & Curran 
Project Manager Melissa Matlock (Item 7). 
 

------------- 
 
General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 8). 
 
General Manager Matthew Stone reported on the following:  
 
He gave the Board an update on the July 10, 2025 All Employee Meeting and mentioned some 
of the highlights, such as recognizing staff members for their birthdays, promotions, and 
anniversaries. He said that at the meeting staff members were able to recognize Scott 
Hobberchalk, one of our longtime employees who was retiring that same day.  
 
He mentioned the Compensation and Classification Plan will be coming to the Board soon.   
 
Lastly, he stated the Agency is very busy and there will be more updates to come.   
 
To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
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Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 9). 
 
There were no comments on the recap reports.  
 

-------------- 
President’s Report (Item 10). 
  
President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 
 

-------------- 
 
AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 11). 
 
Written reports were submitted by President Gutzeit and were included in the packet. An 
additional report was submitted by Vice President Martin which was emailed, posted to the SCV 
Water Website and is part of the record. 
 
Vice President W. Cooper reported that he attended the State of the County Luncheon held at 
the Valencia Hyatt on July 2, 2025 and virtually attended the ACWA SIGMA Implementation 
Subcommittee Meeting on July 10, 2025.  
 
Director Masnada reported that he attended the State of the County Luncheon held at the 
Valencia Hyatt on July 2, 2025. 
 
Director Petersen reported that he virtually attended a One-on-One meeting with General 
Manager Stone on July 7, 2025.  
 
To hear all comments and reports, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting 
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
 
Director Reports (Item 12). 
 
Director Armitage mentioned that in an article titled "ACWA Produces New Resources for 
Members" from the June 27, 2025 issue of the ACWA Newsletter, there were two online 
resources: Paving Standards and Housing Densification, which the ACWA Local Government 
Committee, of which she is a member, had been working on. She encouraged everyone to take 
a look.  
 
Director Petersen reported that he had received an email from the CEO of the Golden Valley 
Senior Center where he expressed his gratitude to the Water Agency staff for their excellent 
response to a water main break in Golden Valley. 
 
There were no other Director reports. 

 
-------------- 
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Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 13). 

There were no requests for future Agenda items.  

-------------- 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 PM (Item 14). 

 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 

ATTEST: 

President of the Board 

Signature on File

Signature on File 

April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[This page intentionally left blank.] 


	President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present.

