
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency – August 19, 2025  
              
      
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held 
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, August 19, 2025. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book 
of the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on 
the following link: Meeting Recording. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit, 

Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski and 
Ken Petersen. 

 
DIRECTORS ABSENT:   None. 
   
Also present: Assistant General Manager Steve Cole, Assistant General Manager of Finance 
and Administration Rochelle Patterson, Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Engineer Courtney 
Mael, Chief Operating Officer Keith Abercrombie, Director of Technology Services Cris Perez, 
Director of Water Resources Ali Elhassan, Engineering Interns Sarah Malkin and Sean Young, 
Fleet Intern Oscar Ortiz, Fleet and Warehousing Supervisor Jesus Martinez Ramirez, General 
Counsel Joe Byrne, General Manager Matthew Stone, GIS Intern Parker Henderson,  
Information Technology Technician II Jonathan Thomas, Principal Engineer Orlando Moreno, 
Technology Intern Jose Valencia, Water Quality Specialist Jenny Anderson, Water Systems 
Supervisor Ryan Bye (virtually), Water Treatment Manager Rafael Pulido, as well as additional 
SCV Water Agency staff (virtually). There were no members of the public in attendance.   
 
President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was present. 
 
There were no changes to the August 19, 2025 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown 
(Item 4).  

 
-------------- 

 
Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Vice President Martin and carried, the 
Board approved the Consent Calendar including Resolution Nos. SCV-493 and SCV-494 by the 
following roll call votes (Item 5): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes   Director Orzechowski   Yes  
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-493 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 
WATER AGENCY AUTHORIZING, PURSUANT TO THE CERTIFIED MISSION VILLAGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND AFFIRMING THE PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED 
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM, AN ADDITIONAL CHANGE 
ORDER AUTHORITY TO THE GENERAL MANAGER FOR THE BACKCOUNTRY PUMP 

STATION PIPELINE PROJECT  

https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2025-08/Board_Recording_082325.mp3


August 19, 2025 
Page 2 of 5 
 
 

  

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-494 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 
WATER AGENCY AUTHORIZING, PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY ACT EXEMPTIONS, AN ADDITIONAL CHANGE ORDER AUTHORITY TO THE 
GENERAL MANAGER FOR THE VALENCIA MARKETPLACE PIPELINE REPLACEMENT 

PROJECT  
 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 
 

-------------- 
 
Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Director Orzechowski and carried, the 
Board approved Resolution No. SCV-495 (1) awarding a Construction Contract to J.R. Filanc 
Construction Company, Inc, in the amount not to exceed $21,147,512, (2) authorizing the 
General Manager to execute a purchase order with GFT Infrastructure, Inc in the amount not to 
exceed $1,380,720 for the construction management, inspection, and material testing services, 
and (3) authorizing the General Manager to execute a purchase order with Hazen and Sawyer, 
in the amount not to exceed $1,371,170 for engineering services during construction for the S 
Wells PFAS Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project, pursuant to adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the S Wells PFAS Groundwater Treatment and Disinfection Facility Project by 
the following roll call votes (Item 6.1): 
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes   Director Orzechowski   Yes  
Director Petersen   Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-495 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

(1) AWARDING A CONTRACT AGREEMENT TO J.R. FILANC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 
INC, (2) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO GFT INFRASTRUCTURE, INC FOR 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT, INSPECTION, AND MATERIAL TESTING SERVICES, 
AND (3) AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE ORDER TO HAZEN AND SAWYER FOR 
ENGINEERING SUPPORT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE S WELLS PFAS 

TREATMENT AND DISINFECTION FACILITY PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE ADOPTED 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE  

S WELLS PFAS GROUNDWATER TREATMENT AND DISINFECTION FACILITY PROJECT  
 

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE 
 
Upon motion of Director Marks, seconded by Director K. Cooper and carried, the Board 
authorized the General Manager to approve the change in contracted amount with GSE 
Construction Company for the cost of implementing option 1 of the staff report, plus an 
additional amount of $70,000 to cover existing change orders under the General Manager’s 
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approval authority and any potential undiscovered challenge by the following roll call votes (Item 
6.2):  
 
Director Armitage   Yes   Director K. Cooper   Yes 
Vice President W. Cooper Yes   President Gutzeit   Yes  
Director Marks   Yes   Vice President Martin   Yes 
Director Masnada   Yes   Director Orzechowski   Yes  
Director Petersen   Yes 

 
-------------- 

 
Chief Engineer Courtney Mael gave the Board an introduction on the Intern Program (Item 7). 
 

-------------- 
 
Water Quality Specialist Jenny Anderson presented the Consumer Confidence Report (Item 8). 
 

-------------- 
 
General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (Item 9). 
 
General Manager Matthew Stone reported on the following:  
 
He reflected on how far we have come as an organization and how much he enjoyed the Intern 
Presentation.   
 
He mentioned that he will be leaving this evening to attend the Urban Water Institute 
Conference being held in San Diego. He stated they have a pretty good line up and a lot of 
items that will be covered.   
 
He briefly discussed his upcoming General Manager evaluation, stating his contract is up this 
year and that he may just ask for a small extension. He advised that the Board may want to 
forego the formal process with the facilitator this year and save the money for a Board retreat 
this fall. He stated it is safe to say that he would not expect any change in compensation due to 
the current times and budget and once he has more clarity on his future plans, he will inform the 
Board and help start the process of the transition.  
 
Lastly, he thanked staff that presented this evening saying they did a great job and feels very 
confident about the future of the Agency.   
 
To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link 
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
 
Committee Meeting Recap Report for Informational Purposes Only (Item 10). 
 
There were no comments on the recap report.  
 

-------------- 
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President’s Report (Item 11). 
  
President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events. 
 
She then gave an update on the August 6, 2025 Board Policies and Procedures Manual Review 
Ad Hoc Committee. Board members on that Committee included Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, 
Willaim Cooper and Maria Gutzeit. She mentioned the Committee met to discuss changes to the 
Board Policies pertaining to the Directors Compensation and Expense Reimbursement Section 
along with some basic clean-up of the policy. This item will be going back to the Committee one 
more time and then to the Board to approve (Item 11.1). 
 

-------------- 
 
AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 12). 
 
Written reports were submitted by Vice President Martin which was emailed, posted to the SCV 
Water Website and are part of the record. 
 
Director Marks reported that he virtually attended the ACWA SIGMA Implementation Committee 
meeting on August 14, 2025. 
 
Vice President W. Cooper reported that he virtually attended the ACWA SIGMA Implementation 
Committee meeting on August 14, 2025. 
 
Director Armitage reported she attended a One-on-One meeting with the General Manager and 
attended the Board Policies and Procedures Manual Review Ad Hoc Committee meeting both 
held at the Agency on August 6, 2025.   
  
To hear the full reports, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording 
link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website. 
 

-------------- 
 
Director Reports (Item 13). 
 
There were no other Director reports. 

 
-------------- 

 
Director Requests for Future Agenda Items (Item 14). 
 
There were no requests for future agenda items.   
 

-------------- 
 
The meeting was adjourned in memory of Susana Rave at 7:37 PM (Item 15). 
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 April Jacobs, Board Secretary 

ATTEST: 

President of the Board 

Signature on File 

Signature on File

April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp
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