
ORDINANCE NO. 05 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY 

ESTABLISHING PENALTIES RELATING TO WATER THEFT 

WHEREAS, the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency ("Agency") is responsible for providing reliable 
and safe water service to its customers and for managing and protecting public water system 
infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, unauthorized diversion or use of water, tampering with hydrants, and other forms of 
water theft undermine the fairness and financial integrity of the water system, cause revenue loss, 
damage facilities, and endanger public health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, water theft from fire hydrants presents particular safety hazards, including reduced 
water pressure for firefighting, potential contamination of the water supply, and physical damage 
to hydrants and pipelines; and 

WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 53069.46 authorizes local agencies providing 
water service to adopt ordinances prohibiting water theft via the unauthorized connection to a fire 
hydrant, including the unauthorized use of a fire hydrant, fire hydrant meter, or fire detector check, 
and to impose administrative fines for violations; and 

WHEREAS, California Penal Code Section 498 defines water theft and authorizes criminal 
prosecution for diversion or unauthorized use of water services; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Act {"Act" of "Agency's Act") in Water Code 
Appendix section 145 et seq. gives the Agency the authority to exercise the powers that are 
expressly granted in or necessarily implied in the Act, including all powers necessary to conserve 
water and prevent damage to the Agency's water system; and 

WHEREAS, the Agency's Board of Directors finds that adoption of this ordinance is necessary to 
deter and penalize unauthorized water use, prevent waste of water, protect Agency assets, and 
promote equitable and lawful water use; and 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 
WATER AGENCY AS FOLLOWS: 

1. TITLE, PURPOSE, AND INTENT

1.1 Title 
This Ordinance shall be known as the "Unauthorized Hydrant Use Ordinance" 

("Ordinance") of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency f'Agency"). 

1.2 Purpose 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the Agency's water system from potential 

contamination from unprotected backflow, deter the unauthorized connection to, and use of 
water from, fire hydrants and related facilities, ensure fair and lawful water service, and 
establish penalties and enforcement procedures for unauthorized use of fire hydrants and 
related facilities in accordance with California law 








