Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency — August 4, 2026

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency was held
at Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, 27234 Bouquet Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, August 4, 2026. A copy of the Agenda is inserted in the Minute Book of
the Agency preceding these minutes. The meeting recording can be accessed by clicking on the
following link: Meeting Recording.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Kathye Armitage, Ken Cooper, William Cooper, Maria Gutzeit,
Dirk Marks, Gary Martin, Dan Masnada, Piotr Orzechowski, and
Ken Petersen.

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None.

Also present: Administrative Services Manager Kim Grass, Assistant General Manager Keith
Abercrombie, Assistant General Manager of Finance and Administration Rochelle Patterson,
Board Secretary April Jacobs, Chief Engineer Courtney Mael, Chief Operating Officer Mike
Alvord, Director of Water Resources Ali Elhassan, General Counsel Joe Byrne, General
Manager Steve Cole, Information Technology Technician Il Jonathan Thomas, Security
Operations Specialist Joseph Paysinger, Water Systems Supervisor James Saenz along with
additional SCV Water staff participating remotely and members of the public attending in
person.

President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. A quorum was present.

There were no changes to the August 4, 2026 Board Agenda and it was accepted as shown
(Item 4).

Upon motion of Vice President W. Cooper, seconded by Director Armitage and carried, the
Board approved the Consent Calendar, excluding Item 5.6 for separate discussion, and adopted
Resolution Nos. SCV-543 and SCV-545 by the following roll call votes (Iltem 5):

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-543

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
AUTHORIZING WATER SUPPLY CONTRACT PAYMENTS
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026/27

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE


https://www.yourscvwater.com/sites/default/files/2026-08/Board_Recording_080426.mp3
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RESOLUTION NO. SCV-545

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS
ANGELES ACTING IN BEHALF OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY GENERAL FUND,

LOS ANGELES COUNTY LIBRARY, LOS ANGELES COUNTY ROAD DISTRICT #5,
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY LIGHTING MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 1687, LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD

CONTROL, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SANITATION
DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND THE GOVERNING BODIES OF
GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT, ANTELOPE VALLEY
RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT, SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY -
CLWA, APPROVING AND ACCEPTING NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX
REVENUES RESULTING FROM ANNEXATION TO SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SANITATION
DISTRICT "ANNEXATION NO. 1148"

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE
Upon motion of Director Orzechowski, seconded by Vice President Martin and carried, the

Board approved Resolution No. SCV-544 supporting ACWA's Vision for Our Water Future by
the following roll call votes (Item 5.6):

Director Armitage No Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

RESOLUTION NO. SCV-544
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY WATER AGENCY
SUPPORTING THE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES’
VISION FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

FULL RESOLUTION MAY BE VIEWED BY VISITING THE SCV WATER WEBSITE

Water Systems Supervisor James Saenz gave a presentation on the Sand Canyon Booster
Station Improvements Project (ltem 6).

General Manager’s Report on Activities, Projects and Programs (ltem 7).
General Manager Steve Cole provided updates on several recent events and activities:

He thanked James Saenz and the Operations staff for their dedication, hard work, and the high-
quality work completed on the Sand Canyon Booster Station Improvements project. He noted
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that it is rare to have an in-house team willing and capable of taking on projects of this nature
and commended the crew for their initiative, commitment, and successful execution of the work.

He then expressed his gratitude for the opportunity to serve as the next General Manager of the
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency.

He also announced that Assistant General Managers Keith Abercrombie and Rochelle

Patterson will now be seated at the staff table to assist in facilitating discussions and responding
to Board questions.

He shared the three primary priorities he hopes to accomplish as General Manager:
1. People — Continue investing in and supporting Agency staff.
Infrastructure — Ensure the Agency’s infrastructure remains in excellent condition and
well maintained. He noted that a number of future projects and decisions will be brought
before the Board to support this effort.
3. Financial Responsibility — Accomplish the Agency’s people and infrastructure goals in
the most fiscally responsible manner possible.

To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Committee Meeting Recap Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 8).

There were no comments on the recap reports.

Written Reports for Informational Purposes Only (Item 9).

Director Armitage had comments and questions on the Finance, Administration and Information
Technology Services Section Report and a question on the Water Resources and Watershed
Section Report.

There were no other comments on the written reports.

To hear the full report, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting recording link
on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

President’s Report (Iltem 10).

President Gutzeit updated the Board on upcoming meetings and events.
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AB 1234 Written and Verbal Reports (Item 11).

Director Marks reported that he virtually attended the Southern California Water Dialogue
Meeting on July 22, 2026.

Vice President W. Cooper reported that he attended the ACWA Board Meeting in Sacramento
on August 30-31, 2026.

Director Armitage reported that she virtually attended the Executive Committee meeting of the
Special Districts Association of North Los Angeles County on July 29, 2026.

There were no other AB 1234 Reports.

To hear all the reports in their entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the
meeting recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

Director Reports (Iltem 12).

Director Masnada stated that he attended the July 29, 2026 “Water Matters: Understanding the
2026 Consumer Confidence Report” and thought staff did a great job.

Vice President Martin also attended the July 29, 2026 "Water Matters: Understanding the 2026
Consumer Confidence Report" presentation and specifically recognized Jenny Anderson for
her outstanding presentation. He added that he had hoped to see greater public attendance at
the event.

Director Armitage noted that during periods of extreme heat, she is especially mindful of
employees working outdoors and expressed her appreciation and gratitude for their dedication
and hard work under challenging conditions.

There were no other Director reports.

To hear the full report in its entirety, please refer to the Board recording by clicking the meeting
recording link on the first page of these minutes or visiting the SCV Water Website.

The Board went into Closed Session at 6:45 PM to discuss the item listed under Closed Session
(Item 13).

13.1 Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation — Significant
Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of
Section 54956.9, Claim of Marcus D. Hanton, Against Santa Clarita Valley
Water Agency, Claim for Property Damage, Date of Claim July 3, 2026

The Zoom meeting was put on hold while the Board went into Closed Session. President
Gutzeit advised the public and staff for those who wanted to stay, to remain on the current
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teleconference line and once Closed Session ends, the Board would reconvene for Closed
Session announcements and the conclusion of the meeting.

President Gutzeit reconvened the Open Session at 6:55 PM.

Joe Byrne, Esq., reported that pertaining Item 13.1 Conference with Legal Counsel —
Anticipated Litigation — Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) of
Subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9, Claim of Marcus D. Hanton, Against Santa Clarita Valley
Water Agency, Claim for Property Damage, Date of Claim July 3, 2026, the Board unanimously
voted to reject the claim and submit it to the Agency’s Joint Powers Insurance Authority by
motion of Director Masnada, seconded by Director K. Cooper and carried by the following roll
call votes:

Director Armitage Yes Director K. Cooper Yes
Vice President W. Cooper  Yes President Gutzeit Yes
Director Marks Yes Vice President Martin Yes
Director Masnada Yes Director Orzechowski Yes
Director Petersen Yes

There were no other actions taken in Closed Session that were reportable under the Ralph M.
Brown Act (Item 14).

Director Requests for Approval for Event Attendance (Item 15).

There were no requests for event attendance.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 PM (Item 16).

Signature on File

April Jacobs, Board Secretary

ATTEST:

Signature on File
President of the Board



April Jacobs
SCV Water Embosser Stamp
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	President Gutzeit called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. A quorum was present.

