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A Message from the General Manager

Dear SCV Water Homeowner,

| want to thank you for participating in our Lawn
Replacement Program, and for the time and effort
you put into creating your new water-wise
landscape.

As you may know, your new landscape may save as
much as half the residential water used outdoors on
turf, while also reducing water wasted to runoff.
Beyond water savings, the benefits of a sustainable
landscape include:

- Saving water on your landscape and money on
your water bill.

« Maximizing beauty while minimizing yard work.

- Creating an environmentally friendly haven for
wildlife, birds, bees, butterflies and more.

Planting a water-wise landscape is just the beginning. Inside our Landscape Care Guide for
Homeowners, you'll learn more about the wide variety of benefits that go along with your
new water-wise landscape as well as best practices that will keep your yard looking beautiful
all year long!

Thank you again for your investment in water savings and for promoting water-efficiency and
sustainability as a way of life. The famed impressionist painter Claude Monet once said, "My
garden is my most beautiful masterpiece”

| hope you will enjoy your own masterpiece.
Sincerely,

Matthew G. Stone .
General Manager | SCV Water
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Benefits of Owning a
SUSTAINABLE AND

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPE

Congratulations! You have converted your lawn into a new, drought-tolerant landscape that
will bring about many benefits. There are a lot of factors to consider from this point on. The
goal is to maintain your new landscape so that it can grow happy and healthy. This guide will
give you just enough information to better understand your new landscape and how to
properly sustain it.




Overall Benefits IS

Potential for conserving half of your current outdoor water usage for the area converted

Improves soil health
Reduces water runoff from clay soils when converting to high-efficiency irrigation

Encourages biodiverse habitats and attracts beneficial wildlife

NNNANANA

Reduces maintenance and green waste
@ Captures carbon and produces oxygen

@ Prevents water and soil pollution

() Helps to secure safe, clean water for future generations

@ Adds beauty

@ Drought-tolerant plants are beautiful for their many
colors, forms, textures, and aromas

@ With mindful plant selection, your garden
can have flowers year-round




Long-term Environmental Benefits

@ Less air and water pollution and a reduction in carbon dioxide (CO,) levels
@ No gas-powered lawn mowers means reduced carbon footprints

@ Restoring native plants can create wildlife habitats that are otherwise lost by urban sprawl
@ Encourages a healthy ecosystem

@ Reduces landfill waste

@ Helps control stormwater runoff

Economical Plus Side

@ A sustainable landscape can save you money
@ You'll use less water and no fertilizers or pesticides

@ More time on your hands as long as you avoid over-planting
your new garden

A sustainable landscape can give you
beauty and color that is welcoming to both
you and local wildlife, while saving time
and money in the long run.




B General Maintenance

Walk the property and look for signs of irriga-
tion problems such as leaks or broken fixtures

This alerts you to potential issues before
working in the garden

If you have remaining turf, mow the lawn to
the proper height to better shade the soil

The longer the turf, the more shade provided
to the soil and less water needed

Deadhead spent flowers

Keeps plants looking tidy and extends
flowering




Prune dead branches from trees and shrubs

Keeps dead material — a potential fire hazard -
out of the landscape

Rake mulch to cover bare soil

Helps conserve moisture in the soil

Maintain 3”to 4" of organic mulch
Use“Gromulch”near the house in high fire-prone areas

Clean garden debris near the house
Reduces the chance of becoming a fire hazard

Pest control

If necessary, use insecticidal soap, neem oil, or other
environmentally-friendly measures. A healthy garden
should be able to withstand some pests

-




California Native Landscape Care
I and Maintenance

Watering:

V' Native plants require much less water than ornamental garden plants (This one fact might
make it difficult to establish California native plants because we tend to overwater)

¥ During the second year, the landscape will require half the water as the first year

Y During the third year, water half of the amount watered during the second year or seasonal
rain (You did it! Now try turning off your irrigation system.)

Y Irrigating during dry seasons will keep plants green and healthy (know your plants)

Y Some native plants DO NOT want water during the summer months

Y Theintervals between irrigation events will vary depending on your climate and soil
type
¥ Most of Santa Clarita Valley has clay soil
¥ The summers are hot, arid, and clear and the winters are cold, wet, and partly cloudy

V¥ Temperatures vary from 44°F to 95°F and are rarely below 37°F or above 103°F

Cleveland Sage is a fast growing,
small shrub that requires little to

no water during the summer.
Hummingbirds will swarm this
very aromatic plant.




Y' Do not allow the ground to remain soggy for long periods of time in the summer

Y This encourages disease

¥ Avoid overhead irrigation during the hot part of the day during the warm season (irrigate
early mornings)

Y Continuously maintain a 3" to 4” layer of mulch (conserves moisture in the soil)

WY As the plants mature, the trees and shrubs will start providing their own mulch of fallen
leaves, flower parts, and other plant “litter”

¥ This is good for the plant and provides habitat for beneficial insects, birds, and other
species

Y' Native plants are remarkably resilient against pests and disease in the landscape

Y Most potential problems can be averted by good watering practices

There are more than 40 species of Manzanitas
native to California that range in size from
25-foot trees to low-growing forms rising

only a few inches off the ground.



SPRING (March, April, May)

Common name:
California Poppy

Botanical name:
Eschscholzia californica

The California poppy is an annual
and the California State flower. It is
easy to grow, drought tolerant, and
reseeds readily. This plant can grow

from 8 to 12 inches tall and wide,

and its flowers bloom from March
to May. It looks best as a mass
planted groundcover during
Spring. If you plant California
poppy seeds in the Fall or early
Spring, they will germinate when
the soil warms, producing
spring blooms.




Seasonal Maintenance
SPRING (March, April, May)

IRRIGATION SOILS

PLANTS PESTS /WEEDS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS
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SUMMER (June, July, August)

Common hame:
Island Pink Yarrow

Botanical nhame:
Achillea millefolium
'Island Pink’

This drought-tolerant, native,
evergreen Yarrow can be used as a
groundcover or as a mass planting.

Its flower color is highly variable and
it has dark green foliage with clusters
of bright pink flowers on 1-1/2" tall
stems. |t tolerates almost any soil
type and it is best to plant itin
part-sun to shade inland. This nectar
plant blooms from Spring through
Fall and promotes butterflies and
other pollinators.




Seasonal Maintenance
SUMMER (June, July, August)

IRRIGATION

PLANTS PESTS /WEEDS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS




Common nhame:
California Fuchsia

Botanical name:
Epilobium canum

The California fuchsia is a fast
growing, semi deciduous
groundcover plant that grows up
to 1 1/2 feet tall and 2 to 3 feet
wide. It does best and will flower
most profusely in full sun and in
the Santa Clarita Valley, it will
require some summer irrigation to
keep it flowering. It is best to
prune the plant to the ground
after the blooms have stopped to
prevent it from getting untidy. The
California fuchsia could be
considered fire-resistant.

FALL (September, October, November)

14




Seasonal Maintenance
FALL (September, October, November)

IRRIGATION SOILS

PLANTS PESTS / WEEDS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS
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. WINTER (December, January, February)

Common name:
Toyon or
Christmas Berry

Botanical name:
Heteromeles
arbutifolia

The Toyon is a fast growing,
evergreen shrub that will grow up
to 25 feet over time. It is very
drought tolerant with deep roots
and excellent for erosion control
on hillsides and slopes. This plant
can be used as a screen or a
specimen in the landscape. Toyon
grows best in full sun and
well-draining soil but will tolerate
clay soil and shade. It's great for
bird and butterfly gardens.




Seasonal Maintenance
WINTER (December, January, February)

IRRIGATION SOILS

PLANTS
PESTS / WEEDS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS




B Additional Maintenance

Considerations

In the Santa Clarita Valley, it is acceptable to use either drip irrigation or high-efficiency overhead
sprinkler irrigation since it is dry with low humidity, unlike coastal conditions where overhead
irrigation may cause leaf spot and other fungal pathogens. Be careful while using overhead
irrigation on slopes because excessive runtimes can cause soil erosion. In most cases, drip irrigation
is a better way to irrigate hills and slopes to reduce erosion and runoff.

»
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After irrigating your lawn, use a soil probe to see how far the grass roots and water go down
below the soil

¥ Remember, any water that moves below the root zone of the turf is wasted water

Consider using a *Smart Controller, which will adjust irrigation runtimes based on the
weather, to easily help conserve water

Get the most from your irrigation system by calibrating the controller to irrigate based on
the weather, plant, soil, and sprinkler types

Use the following functions on the controller to fine tune your irrigation schedule

W Use the function “Cycle & Soak” on the irrigation controller to prevent water runoff and
allow water enough time to soak into your clay soil

W Use the “Seasonal Adjust” function on the irrigation controller to easily change the run-
times as the seasons change

Add a rain sensor to your irrigation controller to pause your irrigation when it rains

¥ In the SCV, NO watering is allowed for 48 hours after significant rainfall greater or equal

to a quarter inch
Elh,{

E *SCV Water's Residential
Conservation Rebate
Programs
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Replace conventional pop-up sprinkler nozzles with *High-efficiency Nozzles to help
reduce runoff and in many cases, improve distribution uniformity

Add *Pressure Regulating Sprinkler Bodies with Check Valves to the lower sprinklers on
hills and slopes to stop low-head drainage and hold water inside the PVC pipelines

Add *Pressure Regulators to your irrigation system for better performance and to stop sprin-
klers from misting

Convert overhead sprinklers to *Drip Irrigation and cover with mulch
% Using drip irrigation under mulch will eliminate some drought-related restrictions

Install a *Soil Moisture Sensor to monitor the moisture level in the root zone of the soil in-
stead of guessing when the best time is to water your garden

Take advantage of our short rainy season and incorporate *Rain Barrels into your garden to
capture rain from your rain gutter to water potted plants or to supplement the irrigation
system

Install a ¥*Pool Cover and you will save, on average, an inch of evaporation from your pool and
spa

% As much as 3 inches of water is lost during the hottest summer days

¥ Lowers the cost to heat a pool and spa

Take advantage of the “Free Residential Water Efficiency Kits” to save even more water in-
doors and out! (Visit SCV Water’s Customer Care office)

If you have native plants, install a ¥*Bee Hotel to provide a home for their native pollinators!

Install *Owl Box Houses to naturally control rodents without the use of harmful rodenticides

Bee Hotel

Rain Barrel



I Integrated Pest Management

Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is not a single pest control method, but rather, a series of
pest management evaluations, decisions, and controls. In practicing IPM, gardeners who are aware
of the potential for pest infestation follow a four-tiered approach.

APPROACH

IDENTIFYING

ACTION THRESHOLD

CHOOSE APPROPRIATE COMBINA-
TION OF MANAGEMENT TACTICS
(MONITORING AND PREVENTING)




CHOOSE APPROPRIATE COMBINA-
TION OF MANAGEMENT TACTICS
(MONITORING AND PREVENTING)

EVALUATE RESULTS (CONTROL)

*Use all the soap or neem oil solution within a week. The solution loses effectiveness over time.
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Water Conservation Resources

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency: https://yourscvwater.com/conservation-tips/
American Water Works Association: https://www.awwa.org/

California Department of Water Resources: https://water.ca.gov/

California Water Boards: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/

Southern California Water Coalition: https://socalwater.org/

Metropolitan Water District — CA Friendly® Maintenance Guide: https://bit.ly/3A70JXG
Western Municipal Water District — SoCal Yard Transformation: https://bit.ly/3A70ZJ9

California Native and Drought Tolerant Plants

Theodore Payne Foundation: https://theodorepayne.org/

Tree of Life Nursery: https://californianativeplants.com/

California Botanical Garden (Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden): https://www.calbg.org/
California Native Plant Society: https://www.cnps.org/

CalScape plant search tool: https://calscape.org/

Naturehood webinars: https://www.cnps.org/gardening/webinars

Bloom! California: https://bloomcalifornia.org/

Local Nurseries

Green Thumb Nursery: https://www.greenthumb.com/santa-clarita-green-thumb-nursery/
Green Landscape Nursery: https://greennurseryscv.com/
ISI Landscapes, Inc. : https://isilandscapes.com/
Artemisia Nursery: https://www.artemisianursery.com/
Matilija Nursery: (805) 523-8604




When the hills are alive...
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It's time to turn off your sprinklers!

@ When the rainy season arrives in the Santa Clarita Valley, remember that Mother

Nature is taking over the watering duties.

@ Adjust your sprinklers by either turning off your timer or reducing the number
of days/minutes your sprinklers are on.

@ Cooler weather and shorter days indicate that your lawn and plants do not
need much water. After significant rainfall, the soil will remain moist for
days/weeks.

@ Take alook at the hills. If they are alive and green, Mother Nature has turned
on her sprinklers, which means we can turn off ours and expect similar results.

@ Warm-season grasses such as Bermuda and St. Augustine go dormant during

winter months and will turn yellow and/or brown until Spring when the soil
warms up.

@ No amount of water will turn a warm-season lawn green during the winter
months, so be careful not to overwater.




www.yourSCVwater.com

€ SCV Water & SCV Water

€ @scvwater M conservation@scvwa.org




