
Q&A: Delta Conveyance Project and 
Proposed Trailer Bill Language

Q 	 Is the Delta Conveyance Project supported by water users?

A 	 The 18 water agencies serving more than half the state’s population have now voted in support of 
advancing the Delta Conveyance Project. Further, polling by Californians for Water Security found that 76 
percent of California voters support the project.

Q 	 Is the Delta Conveyance Project meant only for “big ag”?

A 	 The Delta Conveyance Project modernizes the State Water Project to protect the water supply for 27 
million people, 750,000 acres of farmland and the world’s 4th largest economy. The State Water Project is 
the source of water for homes and businesses in the Bay Area, Central Valley, Central Coast, and Southern 
California. 

 
Q 	 Is the state looking at other water projects? 

A 	 The state is focused on an all-of-the-above strategy for protecting our water supply from a changing 
climate. California is making investments in groundwater recharge, desalination, recycling, stormwater 
capture, and conservation. However, the State Water Project is one of the most affordable sources of 
water in California and must be modernized. A recent economic analysis shows that the State Water 
Project is highly valuable to the state economy. It also shows that the State Water Project is more 
affordable than desalination and stormwater capture.

 
Q 	 Wouldn’t local desalination, recycling or levee investments be better?  

A 	 Simplistic calls to rely on recycling, desalination or levees instead of modernizing the State Water Project 
ignore the practical realities and complexities of serving 27 million Californians and none of those 
supposed alternatives would protect the reliability of future State Water Project deliveries. California’s 
water future demands a balanced, multifaceted approach—modernizing the State Water Project while also 
advancing local solutions like recycling and desalination. This is not an either/or situation. And the fact of 
the matter is that the State Water Project provides a foundational source of water that cannot be replaced.

Q 	 But isn’t storage more important?

A 	 Additional storage is of no use without water to store. If the Delta Conveyance Project had been in 
operation this year, it would have captured 952,000 acre-feet, enough for nearly 10 million people, all while 
meeting fishery, water quality and other regulatory protections, and while more frequently filling storage, 
recharging aquifers and replenishing groundwater banks. The Delta Conveyance Project will offset losses 
from climate change and maintain water supply reliability for 27 million people and 750,000 acres of 
farmland.

Q 	 Will state taxpayers be affected?

A 	 No,  the project would be funded only by public water agencies in the Bay Area, Central Valley, Central 
Coast, and Southern California that receive water from the State Water Project and have signed onto the 
project, not through the state’s General Fund and not by state taxpayers.
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Q 	 Would the Delta Conveyance Project create an earthquake risk?

A 	 The project will actually accomplish the exact opposite, making California’s water conveyance system 
through the Delta more resilient to seismic events, protecting our critical water supply should a major 
earthquake damage Delta levees.

Q 	 What about environmental review?

A 	 This proposal does not change the kind of environmental review required for state agencies to approve 
the project, nor undermine or sidestep the Delta Reform Act. This entire process has been public. The 
project already has completed environmental review under CEQA, which requires public participation 
and response to public comment. The environmental review included a 142-day public comment period 
in which DWR received more than 700 letters and 7,000 individual comments. The Final Environmental 
Impact Report is 22,000 pages and responded to 6,000 substantive comments.

 
Q 	 Would DWR have a “blank check”?

A 	 There would in no way be any type of “blank check.” The agencies funding the project would be required to 
approve both the project and the expenditures, and as public agencies, their boards of directors would do 
this in a public setting based on their agencies’ unique needs and benefits. 

Q 	 What about cost controls?

A 	 The Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority (DCA), which would be responsible for 
construction, is a public agency with a board of directors representing the very agencies paying for the 
project. They have strong cost controls and a robust and transparent system for fiscal accountability.  The 
DCA is uniquely positioned and qualified to deliver the Delta Conveyance Project efficiently, keeping costs 
stable while ensuring value, accuracy and accountability throughout all project phases. 

Q 	 How does the Project avoid, minimize or offset impacts?

A 	 DWR has worked diligently to design a project that responds to community and tribal concerns related to 
construction and operations. At Governor Newsom’s direction, DWR has refined, rerouted and redesigned 
the project to minimize or outright avoid community, tribal and environmental impacts.

Q 	 What about community accountability?

A 	 There is a comprehensive mitigation program that identifies sweeping measures, commitments and 
best practices that further avoid, minimize or offset potential impacts. DWR has committed $200 
million toward a Community Benefits Program to deliver tangible, lasting and measurable benefits to 
communities nearest to project construction activities. And there will be an Ombudsman Program 
and Community Advisory Groups to ensure transparency, efficiency and fairness during project 
implementation.  
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